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A. 

CCOUNTS ;— of tli6 total net product otxintihi onte yfcar, ending 
Jol;^ 5» '797» diftinguiihing each quarter; and diftinguiihing alfo the 
dnties impoied in 17939 4> C> 6» and 7 ; 232^-of the net. produce of 
the permanent taxes which lubfifled previous to January 5, i79i» for 
one jeAr ending January t^ 1 7$7» 239 — Accotfnt^ (hewing how mobicf 
given for the fervice of the year 1 796 has been difpoied of, difHn* 
gailhed under the feverai heads until Od. i6, 1 796, and the parts re« 
maining oniatbfied, with the eftimatcd furplus thereupon, ^4»~->Ac* 
count of the income of, and charges upon^ the conibhdated fund, in 
the quarter ending July 5, 1796, 253 — of the fame, for the quarter 
ending 0€l« i6» 1796, 261 — of the fame, for the quarter ending Ja« 
fkVLtty J, 1797, 272 — of the fame, for the quarter ending April 5, i797f 
285 — of the fame, for the qoarter ending Jaly 5^ ^7^7» 295— ot the 
fam granted out of the confoiidated fund for the fervice of 1796, and 
the produce to fatisfy the fame, 305 — of ^11 additions which have been 
made to the annual charge of the public debt by the intereft or annui- 
ties of any loan that hath been made, or annuities created, ftbfequint to 
the ^ ft ot January 1793 ; and alfo the produce of the feverai duties 
pranted for defraying the charee in rcfpcA of the fame in the year end- 
ing January 5, 1797* 30S— km all fumt of money granted by Parlia- 
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riicnt finceOfl. 6, 1796, and expended before April 5, 1797, with a 
ftatement of the fervices to which the fame was applied, 313— of the 
diftribution of 2,500,000!. granted to His Majefty to defray any ex- 
traordinary expence's whicft may be incurred for the fervice of 1796, 
and to take fach ipcafares'^s the exigency of affairs may require, paid 
by the Paymafter General of His Majefty 's forces, 314 — of the amount 
of the bills accepted by theTreafury in 1796, with the dates at which 
they were drawn payable, and the datds at which they were paid, 3 1 7— 
of the amount of Navy, Vidualling, and Tranfport bills, regiftered be- 
tween Oft. i,'i795, and Oft. 27, 1796; with an eftimate of the in- 
tereft due thereon, 323 — of the amount of Navy bjills paid* off, or 
which (hall become due between Nov. 30 and Dec. 31, 1795, 324 — 
of the debt of His Majefty's Navy, as it ftood on 31ft Dec. 1796, 
325 — of the average rates of difcount allowed on Navy, Victualling, 
and Tranfport bills, between Odl. i, I795» and Od. 27, 1796, 328 — 
of the amount of outftanding Ordnance debentures, 329— of the ex- 
pence of fervices performed by the office of Ordnance, not provided 
for by Parliament, with an account of the eftimate of the charge of the 
office of ordnance for the year 1*97, 330 — of all bills drawn on the 
Treafury from the ifland of St. Domingo from the commencement of 
the war to the lateft period fuch an account can be made out, 330 — of 
the deaths and cafualties in the Britilh forces, and in the forces in 
Britilh pay, in St. Domingo, from the commencement of the war to 
Sept. 30, 1796, 331 — of gold and filver monies coined in 1793,4, ^, 
and 6, 331 — of outftanding advances made by the Bank for the public 
fervice, to March 9, 1797, with the amount of intereft due on the 
fame^ 332 — of money received on the loans 1796, to 061. 1, 1796, 
335— of what fums had been raifed on the vote of credit, i'796, on 
the lii Oft. 1796, ^^6 — of the money received on the lottery 1796, 
on the .1 ft Oft. 1796, 336 — of the money iffued on the land and malt 
tax 1796, ^$6 — of tliegrofs net produce, and charges of management 
of the revenue of the Poft-ofTice for three years to April 5, 1795, and 
one year's grofs produce, by eftimate, to April 5, 1796, 337 — of fums 
paid during the year ending January 5, 1795, from the revenue of 
cuftoms, on account of bounties for corn imported, or bounties for 
raifing feamen, 338— of extraordinary expences of the armyfroih Dec. 
25, 1795, to Dec. 6, 1796, and not provided for by Parliament, 338 — 
of the fame from the 7th to -the 24th of Dec. 1 796, both inclufive, and 
not provided for by Parliament, 366. 

Addrefs to the Kiugfor his fpeech from the Throne, moved by Earl 
Bathurft, i— for his melfage reipefling the war with Spain, 19— ftSr 
his meftage refpefting the negotiations for peace having been broken 
off, 29 — for his mdlage relpecTiing the Order of Council iifued to the 

Bank, Sec. 46 for his meflage refpefting the mutiny of the (ea- 

men, 218. 

Army Extraordinaries ; fee Accpui 
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Bank ; Debate on the addi-cfs to the King for hi* communication of the 
Order of Council refpefting the Bank, 46— Debate on the Duke of 
Bedford's motion to inquire' into the caufcs of the faid Order of Coun- 
"W, 66— Names of the Members of tlje Committee appointed to inquire 
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into the fame, 73 — Debate on the refolutions moved by the Duke of 
Bedford rcfpefting the Bank, 161 — Account of advances made by the 
• B^k^F ttHbpttl^ ^vicef to M^ch 9, 1797, with the intercft thereon, 
332 — Refola^ioBB of the Bank l)ir<^^on, with Mr. Pitt'a reply, on the 
fubjeft.of the InipcrialLoan, .3Sj-^Rcpojrt of the Committee of Se- 
crecy appointed to inquire into the caufes which produced the Order 

of Council of Feb. 26, 1797, r^fpedling the Bank, 368 See alfo 

Accounts. 

D. 

Debtors; Converfation rcfpefting/Chcm, Jt6. 
Domingo^ St. — See Accounts. • 

I. 

Jervis, Sir John ; Earl Spencer moves the thanks of the Houfe to him fot 
his condud"^ on the 14th February, 60— the. thanks of the Houfe voted 
to the officers, &c. under his command, 65. 

Ireland; Debate on Lord Albemarle's motion for an inquiry into the 
naval defence of Ireland during the attempt at an invafion, 74— De- 
bate on Lord Moira's motion refpefting the difcon tents inlrdand, 97 

L. 

Xanfdown, Marquis of ; a bill of indemnity brought in to relieve him 
from certain pains and penalties for having voted on a queftion without 
taking the cudomary- oaths in each new fciTion of Parliam'^nt, 59 

Lauderdale, Earl of, prefents a petition agaiiiil the Earl of Erroi's return 
as one of the fixteen Peers for Scotland, 18 — the Earl of Errol declared 
duly elefted, 184 

Loan; Converfation refpef^ing the loan of eighteen millions, 22 — ^Debate 
on the fecond ii^ading, 23 — on the third reading, 2; — on the fending 
a loan to Ireland, 150 — on the fecond reading of the bill, 150 — iSce 
alfo Accounts. 

M. ' 

Militia ; Debate on the Supplementary^- militia bill, 223 

Minifters ; Lord Suffolk moves to addrefs His Majeiiy to difmifs the firil 
Lord of the Treafuty from his Councils, 1 29 — Debate on the Duke of 
Bedford's motion to addrefs the King to dif»Tiifs his Miniilers, &c. 184 

Minority, Lill of, on Lord Albemarle's motion for an inquiry into the 
naval defence of Ireland during the attempt at an invaiion, 96 — on 
Ix)rd Mo Jra's motion refpedling the difcontents in Ireland, 1,15 — on 
Lord Oxford's motion to addrefs the King for peace, 1 2O 

Money, exjxjrtation of; the Duke of Norfolk moves that no farther ex- 
portation of money (hould take place without the confent of Parlia* 
ment, 43 —«y^r alfo Accounts. 

N. 

Navy; Converfation refpeAing the difturbances in the navy, 148 — De- 
bate on the bill to increafe the pay of the feamen, i 55 — on theaddrof« 
to the King for his meffage refpeding the mutiny of the feamen, 218 

Navy Bills ; /ce Accounts. 
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O. 

Ordnance ; fee AccotmtSii -' ' 

Oxford, Earl of» complains of his motion having been odietf fibm Ae 
Houfe> which prevented it beiifg enteied on the joaimdi, 14.1 — hisad-^ 
drefs to the nation, and Us prottft on lejtfdig hia notion fotf peate, 
144W 

P. 

Parliament; tx>rd Gienville introdnces a bill to e^iable HisMajeiiy ta 

call Parliament together in fourteen dayi» 222 
Peace ; Debate on the addrrft to the King for Us mdKip that the nego-* 

tiation for peace had been broken off« 29— on Loid Oxford V motion t» 

addrcfs His Majefly for peace> 1x5 
Poft-officc ; Jee Recounts. 
Proteil oV Earl Fitti^'iHiam a2:ainft the addrefs to thcrKing for his fpeecb 

from theThrone», #4 — of the £^1 of Oxford on rejecting his nation 

for peace, [this proteft not entered on the jotirnak, Jee Oxford,] 144— 

on reje^ng the Duke of Bedford'^ motkii to aiddreis the King to di^^ 

mifs his Miniileis, 2 r6 
Public Debt ; fee Accounts. 

Report ; fee Bank* 

Scotch Militia BiS; Debate on it f tit 

Surgeons' Corporation Bill ; Coanfel hear4 agamft it, ^19 — ^Debate on 
the third reading of the biil^ 227* 

T. 

Taxes ; Jee Accounts. 

Tranfport Bills -, Jee Accounts* 



V. 



Viflualling Bills ; fee Accounts. 
Vote of Credit ; fee Accounts* 
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/^ngdion, Ead of: ij, 42 

Albcraarle, Earl of; 74 

Acbol, Duke of; i;5» 181, 19$ 

^uckJand, Lord ^ j6, 39. 52, 91, l8o» 204, 22d> 2>o, 

Bcdford^Dakeof; 21, 22, 28, 38,42, j^Oi 51, 59, 6i, 63, 64, 66> 69, 
72, ixi, iic^, 124, 125, 140, 147, 148, 153, 154, 156, 157, 158, 
1^9, 160, 161, 181, 183, 184, 199, 2i4i 216 

Bonngdon, Loi4; tao 
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Carlifle, Earl of; 124, 138, I49, 226 
Chancellor, The Lord ; ^ LoughborDueh 
Chatham, Earl of ; 60 
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jCoventrf, Earl of ; iz6* 
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]>aniley, Ea^l of; 72, up, 114, 126, 214 
pcrby, Earl of j 18, 19, 30, 35, 135, 137; 
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Morton, Earl of; 119, . . • 
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HISTORY 



OF THE 



PROCEEDINGS and DEBATES 



OF THS 



HOUSE OF LORDS, 

In the FIRST SESSION of the 
Eighteenth Parliament of Great Britain, 

Appointed to be hol4en at Westminster, 
On Tuesday, the 27th of September, 1796. 



Thurfdayj OHoUr t^ I796» 

X HIS day, at half paft two o'clock. His Majcftjr came down ta 
the Houfe in the ufual date, and being feated on the Throne in his 
royal robes. Sir Francis Molyneux", Gentleman U(her of the Blgck 
Rod, was deputed to defire the attendance of the Houfe of Com- 
mons ; and that body having appeared at the bar. His Majefty was 
pleafed to ftate his reafons for affembling the Parliament in a mod 
gracious fpeech from the Throne— 

[for nuhkb fie the proceedings of the Houfi of Commons^'] 

His Maje% and the 'Houfe of Commons then retired, and after 
the fpeech had been read by the Lord Chancellor on the woolfack, 
and the Clerk at the table. 

Earl BATHURST rofc and faid, that at the fame time h9 
had to call upon their Lordihips' attentioni be had every realbn to 

VQi..ni. B / ' 
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rcqueft their indulgence, as he found, that in addition to the embar- 
rairmenis he laboured under from a diffidence in his own abilities, 
the vaft and interelVmg importance of jthe fubjcd on which he was 
about to offer a motion to their Lord (hips was of fuch magnitude as 
to impofj? a much heavier weight on him than he feared he (hould be 
able to fuftain in the manner he could wifh. He had no doubt, 
indeed, but that the Houfe would be unanimons in agreeing to ad- 
drefs His Majcfty, and to return their humble and fincere thanks for 
the gracious communication he had been pleafed to make to them in 
the fpcech juft delivered from the Throne ; but before he moved it, 
he begged leave to offer a few reafons, wliich weighed confidcrably 
upon his mind, in caufmg him to form this conclufion. His Lord- 
fliip took notice of the very arduous and important conteft in which 
this country had for fo many years been involved \^;ith the French. 
Various, he faid, had been the turns of fortune and the viciffitudes 
of war fince it firft began ; and as he was certain, every one who 
heard him was convinced that a fafe and honourable peace, on a folid 
and permanent bafis, muft be confidered at this moment as an 
cffential ftep to the repofe, not only of this country, but of all Eu- 
rope, he had not the fmalleft doubt but every noble Lord prefcnt 
would heartily join in returning thanks to His Majefty for his mod 
gracious information, that, " engaged as we were in an arduous 
and difficult conteft for the prefervation' of all we held moft dear, 
His Majefty had omitted no endeavours for fctting on foot negoti- 
ations for reftoring peace and general tranquillity to Europe.*' His 
Lord(hip then ad,verted to the meafure which His Majefty had 
affured the Houfe he had determined upon, offending a perfon im- 
mediately to Paris, empowered in the fullcft manner to treat upon 
this fubjedl, and faid, that it was certainly matter of congratulatioa 
to their Lordffiips, that an opening having been made to a dircdt and 
inftantaneous negotiation, they had His Majefty 's royal affurance, 
that it was his anxious wifti the meafure might lead to the reftoration 
of a general peace. At the fame time he was furc it would be to- 
tally unneceffary for him to prefs upon their Lordfhips the neceffity 
there would be, in cafe this negotiation (hotild fail in its effe6l, from 
the haughty demeanour, or extravagant terms which might be de- 
manded by the French Direftory, to unite as one man ; and by com- 
bining the great refources of this country with that zeal, adlivity, 
aOnd unanimity, which fuch a fituation would call forth, he had no 
doubt but wc (houkl be able to repel every hoftile attempt in as 
brave and gallant a manner as we had cvct heretofore done. The 
noble Earl then went into a fpirited eulogium on the (kill and cou- 
rage of our naval commandersi and the great exertions which had 

X 
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been made by them in every quarter of the globe. He next touched 
upon the fcene of the war, as carried on upon the Continent, and 
the rapid 'and aftonifliing fuccefles of the enemy in the commence- 
ment of the prefent campaign. Succefles, my Lords, faid he, 
which threatened at one time to overturn the whole long- tried and 
well-poifed fyftem of the Germanic empire — Succefles which 
threatened our great and good ally the Emperor even in his very 
capifal ; and which have, at the fame time, given him an opportu- 
nity of difplaying a greatnefs of courage and conftancy of mind 
under the mod difpirlting circumftances, which redound in the 
higheft degree to his honour, as a faithful ally, and which have 
proved, beyond a doubt, that his magnanimity of foul in the hour 
of the utmoft danger, aided and aflifted by the unexampled bravery, 
zeal, and activity of the Archduke Charles, have, under the blcfling 
of Heaven, been the means of faving the liberties and rights of the 
Germanic body, and will, I hope and truft, prove a means of pro- 
ducing fuch cool and temperate refle<9ions in the minds of the 
French Dire<ftory, as may caufe them to defcend from thofe haughty 
and extenfive pretenfion** in wiiich they might otherwife, perhaps, 
think themfelves juftificd in perfifting. With regard to the hoftile 
preparations and condudl of a certain Court, his Lordfhip faid, that 
as His Majefty had informed the Houfe, he did not know the final 
refult of the difcuflions to which they had led, it did not become 
him in that place to fay anv thing refpe(Sing them. He had no 
doubt, that whatever fteps His Majefty might hereafter be pleafed 
to take in that bufinefs, would convey to all Europe additional 
proofs of His Majefty *s moderation and forbearance, and of his 
determination to defend the rights of Engliftimen and the dignity 
of his Crown againft every enemy. His Lordftiip then congratu- 
lated their Lordftups on the flourifhing ftate of the manufad^ures, 
revenues, commerce, and general refources of the country, which 
he doubted not would be found fully adequate to every neceflary 
exertion, both by fea and land ; and alfo on the abundance of the 
late harveft, which had removed thofe diftreffes the poorer claflfes of 
the people had for a long time paft had to ftruggle with, in confe- 
qucnce of the great fcarcity of corn.. It was alfo matter of congra- 
tulation that the tranquillity of the country had been prcferved in- 
violate, and the views and intentions of thofe who wi(bed to ftir up 
anarchy and confufion, had been in every refpect completely fruf- 
trated by the wifdom and energy of the laws. His Lordihip con- 
cluded by an eulogium on His Majefty, for his kind aflurances of 
Its being the wifti neareft his h?art to fccure the profperity of this 
country^by an honourable peace, and o maintain inviolate the pri- 
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vilcges and liberties of his people. .His Lordihip then moved an 
addrcfs, fimilar to what was moved in the Houfc of Commons, and 
for which fee their proceedings. 

The Earl of UPPER- OSSORY, in rifing to fecond theaddrefs, 
informed their Lord(hips that he fhould engrofs |;)ut a fmall portion 
of their time. If he had previoiifly been inclined to occupy more, 
he (hould have found it almoA impoilible to have done fo after the 
clear and compreheniive manner in which the noble Lord had juft 
expatiated on the fame topics. The few obfervations he had to 
make would not wafte much time, becaufe they were merely defigned 
to imprefs fome of the principal parts of His Majefty's fpecch upon 
their Lordfliips' attention. If His Majefty had come dow^i on the 
preceding day, he fufpefted that an opportunity would not have then 
been offered for communicating what was now a predominant fea- 
ture of the fpcech for their Lordftiips' confideration, namely, that 9. 
negotiation had been fet ori foot for the reftoration of peace He 
hoped and trufted, that this pe^ce, if it (hould be obtained, would not 
be partial, but comprehend in it the honour and fecurity of our 
allies. He trufted alfo, that the iftue of it would be favourable. If 
the iflue (hould riot be fiivOurable, he conceived it would be owing 
rather to the haugh^inefs of the enemy than to any want of modera- 
tion on our part. But if the n^tiation (hould fail, he hoped it 
would, at leaft, be produ£live of one good efFe£t, and unite us all to 
compel the enemy by force of arms to fubmit to reafonable terms,^ 
The next obfervatiop he had to make was upon a lefs pleaftng fub- 
jeA : it was upon that part of His Majefty's fpeech which alluded 
to the proje£led dcfcent of the enemy upon our coafts. His Ma- 
jefty had very pro];>erly treated fuch a dcfign with the contempt it 
deferved ; though in cafe any thing of ^ that defcription (hould be 
attempted, he had very prudently hinted, that precautions would 
be neceflary to prevent it, or turn it to the confufion of the enemy, 
Jlis Majefty next regarded the fituation of affairs upon the Conti- 
nent — and here his Lord(hip thought it his duty to offer his tribute 
of applaufe, together with their Lordftiips and the Nation in general, 
to that Prince whofe unfhaken honour and fortitude had rendered 
him fo eminently diftinguifhed. It was to his noble perfeverance 
and (kilful condudl that we were now indebted for thofc aufpiciou$ 
cventsL which, under the direflion of his brother, the gallant Arch- 
duke Charles, were likely to expedite the negotiation. It feemed 
to him, that by the late military operations of that Prince two armies 
had been entirely defeated. His Majefty's next regard was to 
another power, upon whofe conduft hi^ Lord(hip was not able tQ 
pronounce a panegyric , but as he hardly knew how wc ftood In re- 
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lation to that power, he deemed it prudent at pre&nt to be (ilent* 
His Majefty had laftly expreifed his gratification at the late abun* 
dant harvcft, whereby the diftreffes of the labouring and manufac* 
turing part of the community had a profpc6V of being fpeedily re- 
lieved ; and as their Lordihips knew the fentiments of His Ma- 
jefty's heart, they muft be fcnfible that fuch a relief would be to 
him a fource of the higheft ratisfa<£lion. His Lord(hip faid, he 
would not intrude upon their Lordfhips' patience any farther. ^ He 
had touched but lightly on thefe fubjeds, becaufe they had been 
pointed out to their Lordihips' attention before, and he prefumed 
only to recur to them again for the fake of impreffing them more 
ftrongly. Thanking their Lordfhips therefore for the indulgence 
with which they had heard him, he concluded by feconding the 
motion for the addrefs. 

Earl FITZWILLIAM affured the Houfc, that it was always 
with a coniiderable degree of embarraffment that he rofe to addre(3 
their Lordfhips, and that this embarraffment was by no means 
leiTencd on the prefent occafion, as he did not know but in what he 
had to offer, to the Houfe, he might probably (land by himfelf. Be 
that as it might, however, he found it neceflary to his own feelingp 
of what was right, to rife then in order to give his oppofition to 
the addrefs, and to requeft the favour of their Lordfhips* attention^ 
while he gave his reafons for fo doing. Their Lordfhips would re- 
coiled, that he had been an advocate for the war at its commence- 
ment, from an opinion of its ncccflity, and he was now confirmed 
more in the opinion of its nccefiity, from the experience of a long 
feries of events. When the war commenced, it was alkfcd, whe- 
ther it would be prudent to draw the fword, not only in the defence 
of ail ally, but for the prcfervation of the civil happincfs of Europe; 
and it was generally admitted, that it would not only be prudent but 
indifpenfeble., For their Lordfliips were to recollect, that the de- 
figns of the enemy tended to the deftruftion of every eftabli(hed 
government, and the total fubverfion of order in fo^iety, and, as 
far as he was able to perceive, thofe defigns had not yet been aban- 
doned. He had trufted, therefore, that he (hould not have heard 
one word of a negotiation like that which had bden mentioned, and 
was furprized to find fuch exprefiions made u(e of as were common 
at the end of an ordinary war. When he found the addrefs pr;^ 
pofed by the noble Earl re-echoed to the Crown the vague and loi^ 
expressions concerning that negotiation, ,jirithout the leaft attention 
to the grand principle on which the war commencedi he was ^n- 
ftrained to declare that he (hould ftand in oppofition to it ; for he 
felt it impoflihle to give it bis concurrence. The great objed of 



$ PARLIAMENTARY [Lords. 

the war was the reftoration of order, not with any regard to the in- 
ternal mode of government which the enemy might chufe to adopt, 
but with regard to the influence of their external dcfigns ; for at the 
commencement of the war their internal fvftcm of government was 
not more dangerous than the prefent, but the influence of their opi- 
nions and defigrts externally was terrific. To reftore order, to de- 
fend the civilized States of Europe againll the dnngcrs that threat- 
ened them, to prote<5l perfons and property from a fatal devailation, 
and fupprefs the tendency of innovating and pernici')us dochhines, 
were the oftenfible objedJs of the war. Upon thefe principles rlt-ir 
Lordfhips had engaged in the war, and upon thefe principl .'aey 
had fupported it. What then was the nature and the piJ^iort of 
the propofed addrefs ? Why it was neither more ncjr lefs th;m a re- 
commendation to His Majefty to acknowledge^ and approve that 
fyftem he had formerly reprobated and oppofcd. If there were any 
wifdom in negotiation now, the fame wifdom fhould have been ma- 
nifefted four years ago ; for he defied any man to look hack and 
fay, that the fame caufes which exifled then, and proved the ncceflity 
of the war, did not exift now. The fyftem of fubverfion of every 
acknowledged principle and eftaBlifhed inftitution continued ftill to 
predominate. The wifdom of the firft meafures which were adopted 
to oppofe this dangerous evil he had always approved, and experi- 
ence had confirmed. What then was there now in the afpedt of 
public affairs to require a deviation from a condudl fandtioned by 
policy, and juftified by events ? Was the fyftem which had roufed 
our attention and demande/i our exertions now extinft ? or wa§ it 
ftill the rule by which the conduct of the enemy was direfted ? 
Then: Lordfliips ought to compare the views of France at that 
period, with the plans which they profecuted now. The great and 
powerful Governments of Europe were not the firft who were at- 
tacked by the fpirit of aggreflTion wuth which the enemy were ac- 
tuated, but the inferior and feeble ftates had felt their overbearing 
influence afnd their fubverfive authority. Such inftances announced 
their intention, and fuccefa was to afford the means of extending 
the application of their principles. Now we might obferve the pre- 
valence of the fame difpofitions. They were avowed in repeated 
proclamations, in which their determination to overturn the efta- 
bliftied order of the countries to which they could dicState, was re- 
newed. It was not their arms which he had to dread, but the fyf- 
tem by which therr fuccefe was accompanied. He begged their 
Lordfliips to confider the inftance of Sardinia. No fooner was the 
King of Sardinia compelled to fubmit to accept a peace from France, 
an it was fucceeded by their interference in the internal Adminif-^ 



October 6.] DEBATES. 7 

tration of his Government. They inlifted upon his reftoring to 
their liberty and to their efFefls all the pcrfons who had been con- 
demned to imprifonment or to penalties for the propagation of their 
anarchical dotlrincs. At Rome they had fignalixed their triumph 
by impofmg the fame degrading conditions. Were their Lordfhips 
prepared to fubniit to fuch indignities ? Would they aft even fo as 
to invite fuch difgraceful interference ? Would they endure the 
badge of diforder which the King of Pruflia had allowed in his do- 
minions ? In Berlin the ftandard of infurreflion was reared, the 
national cockade was worn to attradl partixan^ and propagate the 
principles of which it was the emblem. And were their Lordfhips 
prepared to allow the national cockade to be worn in this Country 
by every man whom the French Directory might chufe to confider 
as a Frenchman ? By arms alone thefe attempts and thefe difgraces 
are to be refifted. To thefe and many fuch evils their Lordfhips 
expofed themfelves if they confented to conclude any peace, and to 
form any connedlion with the enemies of eftabliftied government and 
of the moral and religious order of fociety. Whatever confidence 
might be repofed in the affedion, fteadinefs, and loyalty of the peo- 
ple at home, what did their Lord(hips fay to our diftant poffeffions ? 
Were our colonies fafe ? Were the Weft- India Iflands in a fituation 
in which we could rely upon their tranquillity ? What had been the 
efFedt of the principles of France in her own fettlements ? What 
devaftation had they not produced ? What ravage had they not ex- 
tended to our own iflands of St. Vincents and Grenada? The efFeft 
of their principles was, to overthrow all the barriers by which pro- 
perty was proteiSed, and the tendency was realifed by the praftice 
which they purfued. Even in glancing over the proceedings of 
their legiflative bodies this day he had found that one of their re- 
porters ftates, that the fale of the national property (that is, what 
was the property of individuals) is the pivot of the Revolution. If 
their Lordlhips were not difpofed to give up the fecurity of their 
property, and to introduce that levelling fyftem, they would paufe 
when they contemplated the ferious confequences with which the 
meafures recommended would be accompanied. Were their Lordt- 
fhips prepared to fubmit to the mandates of the. Diredlory ? At 
their command were they ready to let loofe all thofe who had been 
doomed to punifhment for the propagation of fcdition, and for at- 
tacks upon the Conftitution of the country ? Were they prepared 
to fet at liberty Mr. York ? To recall from Botany Bay the Jaco»- 
bins who had been tranfported to that country ? If they did not 
wMh to involve this country in weaknefs, to ftrip it of its energy and 
defence, they would paufc before they proceeded. When they had 
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' coniented to diiband our troops, anid to difmantle our fleet, now in 
the height of its power, did they imagine that we (bonld be able tof 
copef with the forces of the Dircflory, weilding the combined ftrength 
of the navies of Spain and Holland ? If their Lordihips did not wifli 
to expofe the country to thefe difafters, and to the calamities they 
might involve, they would not concur in giving to His Majefty an 
advice that would ftrike at the intereft of the State, and weaken the 
fccurity of his Government. He was ignorant,^ he confefled, of 
the powers with which the perfons to whom this negotiation for peace 
was committed (hould, in all probability, be entrufted. From an 
obfervation of the noble Lord who feconded the addrefs, it appeared 
that it was not merely for ourfelves, but for our allies, that this ne- 
gotiation was to be inftituted. He doubted how far MiniAers wer«. 
authorifed to include them in the meafures they were about to adopt. 
If we could gather the fentiments of the Emperor from his condudt, 
in circumftances apparently the moft defperate, when three powerful 
armies were prefling him on every fide, and had advanced nearly to 
his capital, he would not condefcend, in circumftances more propi- 
tious, to treat with the enemy of eftabliihed order and government. 
There was a fubje^t on which he thought he might pcopofe a quef- 
tibn to Miniflers. It w*as not becaufe with him the anfwer could 
remove his objedtions, becaufe he reprobated entirely the principle 
of the negotiation, but it was a, point which well merited the atten- 
tion of their Lordlhips. Did they nvean to recognize France, cir- 
cumfcribed and limited within her antient boundaries, or the Repub- 
lic of France, bounded by the Rhine and thp Alps ? For a fcries of 
years our anccftors had ftruggled to limit the territories of France, 
and to maintain the balance of Europe, and it was furely no trivial 
coniideration, whether this aggrandizement was to be acknowledged^ 
and thefe acquifitions to be fan£lioned* So far as his own opinion 
extended, howevcf, this coniideration, in the prefent cafe, was fe- 
condary, for his prime objcflion was, to treat with France conftituted 
as (he then was. Yet it certainly was a proper queftion, and dc- 
ferving highly the attention of thofe by whom the meafurc was fup- 
ported. The effcds which our commerce would fuftain by the ag- 
grandizement of France, were not indifferent. It was no light re- 
flexion that Holland was under the control of the enemy, that the 
Ports of Italy were in the hands of the enemy ; that Leghorn, at 
once fo important in war, from the fupplies which it fumifhed, and 
in peace, as the great mart of our commodities and manufadures, 
was now taken from us. All the coafls of Europe were now fhut 
igainft our commerce. In Italy the eftablifhment of a Republic, 
ider the cohtrol of France^ would exclude our trade from that 
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cduntry, and unlcfs the King of Naples came boldly forward torc- 
fift the plans of the enemy, the whole of the North of Italy would 
be inacccflible to our manufadtures. By commerce this nation had 
flouriflied. What, however, was to be our fituation, when every 
port into which our commodities had flowed, was to be (hut againd 
us ? Were the French to fucceed in eftahlifjiing a Republic in Italy^ 
it would quickly fpread over that country the fame poverty which 
in France the revolutionary Government had introduced. Wc 
might treat with the French DiredJory ; but what traffic could our 
merchants maintain with individuals who were deftifute of property, 
or pofleiTed it without fccurity ? The lofs of Spain, too, was noi«^ 
certain. By whatever name it was diftinguifhed, whether as 1 
Monarchy or a Republic, was of Httle confequence. It was the 
tributary of France, and from the tenor of the fpeech, he concluded^ 
that with her, too, we (hould have to contend ; and with her at- 
tachment to the views of France, it followed that the fphere of ouf 
commerce would be ftill farther circumfcribed. Having thus re- 
minded their Lordfhips of the pfinciple^ upon which the war was 
andertaken, of the wifdom of the meafures which were at firft 
adopted, and the undiminiflied neceflity for their profecution for 
the attainment of the great ends of general fecurity^ he (hould t\ot 
trefpafs farther upon the time of their Lord(hips, or infift upon axif 
farther topics. The fenfe of the Houfe had not yet been taken ; 
and whatever might be its iate, he (hoold move an amendment to 
the addrefs. He was not very anxious that the treaty which it was 
propofed to in^itute (hould be ultimately fuccefsful, for he had been 
amazed to fee that, at the very moment when thefe negotiations 
were to be put in train, a paper had been publiihed by the Direc- 
tory containing the groifefl libels upon the Britifh nation, (ince, as 
the nation had acted with Minifters in the circumilances alluded to^ 
he could confider the^ outrages thrown out againft Minifters in no 
other light. The noble Earl then, after mentioning with the highcft 
refpeft the conduft of the Briti(h forces, on which His Majefty'si 
fpeech beftowed the beft-deferved praife, moved, as an amendment)^ 
from the Words ** moft dear to us," to infert as follow : 

" That this Houfe, ftrongly impreffed with the jufticcand nc- 
'* ceflTity of the prefent war, carried on for the maintenance of civil 
and moral order in the world, and for fecuring the balance of 
power in Europe, and the independence of all (lates, will con* 
tinue to give His Majefty a vigorous fuppcM-t in aflferting the ge- 
'' neral caufe of His Maje(ty and his allies, and for preserving the 
** good faith, dignity, and honour of the crown, in full, aiTurance 
^ that no fteps will be ts^ken kiconfiftent with thofi principles; or 
Vol, III, C 
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^* With the future fafety and profperity of thcfe kingdoms : and 
^* (hould the apparently hoftilc difpofitions of the Court of Ma- 
** drid, inftigated by the intrigues and menaces of the common 
" enemy, put His Majcfty under the ncceffuy of repelling force 
** by forccj His Majefty may rely on the determination of this 
** Houfe to give His Majefty the moft ample fupport in defending 
*• againft every aggrcflion, the dignity, rights, ap.d intercfts of the 
" BritiOT empire." 

The amendment having been read from the woolfack. 
The Earl of GUILFORD rofe and affured the Houfe, that 
it was not his intention to oppofe the addrefs ; on the contrary, he 
felt great pleafure in being able to agree moft cordially with what 
had been fo very ably moved by his noble friend. He neverthelefs 
found it neceffary for him to make a few obfervations on the fubjedt, 
in doing which he would endeavour to take up as fmall a portion of 
their Lordftiips' time as the nature of thefe obfervations would pef- 
mit. The noble Earl who had feconded the motion for the addrefs, 
had very juftly obferved, that the grand and leading feature of the 
addrefs was, ** the affuring of His Majefty that he would imme- 
diately fend a perfon to Paris with full powers to treat, and that 
it was His Majefty anxious wifti that the mcafure might lead ro 
"** the reftoration of a general peace ;" this, his Lordftiip faid^ he 
was happy to find was confidered by the noble fcconder of the mo- 
tion for an addrefs as the leading feature. It was the fame in his 
^eftimation, and, he believed, of every well- wither to his country in 
the kingdom. He had been of that opinion from the earlieft com- 
mencement of the prefent lamentable conteft ; and if afafe, honour- 
able, and permanent peace could now be obtained, he would fit 
down well fatisfied with all the obloquy and abufe which had been . 
fo plentifully heaped upon himfelf and thofe with whom he had the 
honour to zQ. for the laft three years. The noble Earl then ad- 
verted to what had been faid by the noble mover of the addrefs in 
praifc of .the cntcrprizing achievements of the Archduke Charles, 
and faid, that no man of the fmalleft degree of candour or liberality 
who had read of them, but would go with pleafure to the utmoft 
extent of the phiife which his noble friend had beftowed : they were 
noble and fplendid in the extreme, and he firmly believed they had 
been the ipeans of faving the Houfe of Auftria, and the whole Ger- 
manic body from a ftate of the greateft humiliation. If thefe for. 
tunate achievements (hould operate, as he hoped they would, to ferve 
as an advantageous means of cool, temperate, and rational negoti- 
ation, they ough/ to be confidered as omens of great happinefs to us 
and our ally j if^ on the contnuy^ they Ihould have the fatal ten-^ 
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dcncy of reviving the inaufpiciods hopes formerly entertained,' and 
caufe the parties to rife in their demands, fo as to be the means of 
prolonging this miferable and unavailing conteft ; then they would 
and ought to be looked upon as evils and misfortunes of the deeped 
dye ; and he was afraid they would be felt as fuch, not only by 
people of the prefent day, but by their pofterity, for a length of time 
to come. His Lordfhip then faid, there was one part of what was 
contained in the addrefs as well as in the fpeech of the noble mover^ 
which he could not fufFer to pafs without making a comment ; it 
was this : " That the internal tranquillity of the kingdom had re- 
mained undifturbed, and the endeavours of perfons to introduce 
anarchy had been repreffcd by the wifdom and energy of the 
** laws." It was very true, his Lordfhip Taid, that the tranquillity 
of the kingdom had remained undifturbed ; and it was with the 
greateft pleafure he could give hisreftimony to this truth. He be- 
lieved alfo, that this had been owing to the love and reverence the 
people entertained for the laws of their country ; but if, by " the 
** wifdom and energy of the laws," an allufion was intended to be 
made to two extraordinary bills' which had been pafled in the laft 
feflion of the laft Parliament, he believed the allufion would be, in- 
deed, unfounded ; it was tranquillity, in his oj;)inion, not at all to be 
attributed to fuch a caufe ; he was convinced it was quite the con- 
trary-— thofe bills were held in abhorrence by the people, but who 
at the fame time held in the higheft refpeS the wifdom and energy of 
the known conftitutional common law of the land. The noble 
Earl then faid, tha(, conceiving a peace to be the greateft blefling this 
country could at prefent wifti, he had readily and cordially come for- 
ward in fupport of the prefent addrefs ; but he begged their Lord- 
ihips would underftand, that by fo doing he did not mean to pre- 
clude himfelf from the right he had to inquire, at any future period, 
into the caufes which had been the original occafion of the prefent 
calamitous conteft, and the condud of thofe who had been the means 
of piungitig us into it. Thefe were fubjedls of the firft magni- 
tude, and would hereafter demand the ftrifieft and moft minute in- 
veftigation : and having thus made thefe obfervations and referva- 
tions, he would not longer trefpafs on the time of the Houfe, but 
immediately conclude by giving his hearty concurrence to the mo- 
tion for the addrefs. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, that even fuppofijig the addrefs had 
formed the fubjed of the keeneft and moft obftin^ debate that had 
ever taken place in that Hpufe, it would have bwi impofliblc for 
him to add to the energy with which the argumlpi had been fup- 
ported, or the imprcffion made upon the Houfe fcy tJ« noble mover. 

C 2 
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It gave him joy, as a public man, to fee his noble fiiend bring into 
ad^ion, thofe talents which he had long known him to poffcfs. To 
tthofc who had not heard the difplay of talents he had made, fuch 
language might be confidered as proceeding from the warmth of 
private friendfhip, while he wifhcd it to be confidered as the con- 
gratulation of a public man upon a great public advantage. He 
(hould forbear entering at large, into any argument upon the pointy 
on which the noble Earl (Guilford) hid exprefled a difference of 
opinion. Upon two points only he (hould make a fingle obferva- 
tion. Conditional agreement .was a tribute which he was not defi- 
rous to receive from any man. Every perfon was at liberty to in- 
dulge and to exprcfs his own opinion. Neither fhould he ever put 
in a, plea in baiLof any motion wh'ch the noble Earl or his friends 
fhould make upon this fubje6l ; but when the periods arrived, he 
Ihould then be ready to give his own opinion. He could not affent 
to the obfervation that the prefent was a miferable and unavailing 
Conteft ; it was a ftruggle, he would maintain, that had already 
availed us; ^nd though, from the conduct of the enemy, profpedls 
pf peace might be cut off, it would ftill have been of the utmoft 
;avail to this country. As for the threatened inquiry, therefore, into 
the caufes of the war, and the conduiSl of thofe who had the ma- 
nagemcnt of it, he for one was ready at any time to meet the trial, 
and to take his ftiare of refponfibility for all its confequences. With 
refpefl to what the noble Earl had mentioned about. the bills paffed 
laft fcflion, he differed with him entirely, and was clearly of opinion 
they had contributed very greatly to reprefs thp fpirjt of anarchy, 
and had thereby tended highly towards the prefervatioq of the public 
and internal tranquillity. He retained all the opinions he had for- 
pierly entertained upon the fubje6t, and experience had only ferved 
to confirm their propriety and juftice. Another noble Earl (Fitz- 
William) ftated it as inconfiftent with the principles upon which the 
war was undertaken, to treat with ai^ other Government in. France 
than a Monarchy. This opinion might be very confiftent with the 
yioble Earl, but His Majefty's Minifters might notwithftanding bq 
alfo confiftent m their fentiments and conduft. That the exiftencc 
of a Republic in France was an infuperable bar to negotiation, an<4 
that Monarchy was indifpenfable, was a c^alumny which His Ma- 
jefty's Minifters had every feafon found it neceffary to contradifl*. 
They had expreflHl what they ftill believed, that the beft iffue to thq 
conteft would b^jthte re-eflablifhment of Monarchy in France, yet 
they had neverjWrdgM themfelves, much lefs the Parliament, to an 
opinion fo wifPfed extravagant, that without this objefl no peacq 
i be a UBU i ^H ^It was fomewhat ftrange, however, in the noblQ 
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£arl to infer, from die opening of negotiadoR, ^t ifte worft tcnns 
:«irould be coitcluded. They cenainly were not prepared to admit 
in the enemy any power to didtate o!jr internal regularions, or the 
overthrow of the Conftitution. Neiinqr, furely, was it a confo 
quence that our allies were to be abandoned. The vidories of the 
Auflrians, the firmneis which the Emperor had exhibited in a time 
of the utmoft difficulty and difmaVy were additional reafons, were 
they required by the generoHty of the Engliih chara£ler» to (how it 
to be' impoffible that we (hould ever abandon our allies. It cer- 
tainly would be highly unbecoming in him to anfwer the queiUont 
that had been propofed. He faw nothing in the i^ate of the oountiy 
that (hould lead us to embrace any other than juft, honourable, and 
folid conditions of peace. This was the only anfwer he could re* 
turn to a queftion propofed in fuch circumftances. The noble Elarl 
aiked, What fecurity we could have againft an fnterference fimilar 
to that which had been pra3ifed in Sardinia ^ The noble Earl, 
however, ought to have confidercd that the. King of Sardinia was 
.compelled to accept unworthy terms of peace ; and the fame mo* 
tives which induced him to fubmit to the condition, might render it 
ncceffary to perform it. The difference of our (ituationy by ex- 
empting us from the neceflTity of the one, fecured us from the igno- 
miny of the other. If juft and honourable conditions were refufed 
by the enemy, we were prepared to repel any difgraceful demands ; 
and the power of maintlaining this determination was, perhaps, the 
beft mode of obtaining fair and honourable terms. He (hould for- 
bear faying any thing now. He was convinced that there could 
cxift no other wifh than to (how to the enemy that we ftill poffefled 
the fame fpirit as at firft to repel thdir arrogant pretenfions. With 
regard to the paper alluded to by the noble Earl, he (hould only fay, 
that with him he confidered it as a falfe and fenfelefs libel upon the 
people of this country ; yet he could not think that fuch a publica- 
tion ought to obftruft the progrefs of a negotiation which might ter- 
minate in conditions of peace, which it might be confiftent with tlic 
dignity and honour of the nation to accept. 

The Earl of ABINGDON fpoke againft the addrefs, and llke- 
yfik againft the bills paffed in the laft feffion of Parliament. There 
^ere rights of the people in this country which neither came from 
King, Lords, nor Commons ; and neither King, Lords, nor Com- 
mons, could take them aWay. 

Lord HAY (Earl of Kinnoul) faid, that there were but two 
points upon which he wi(hed to trouble the Houfe with his fenti- 
ments. Thofe were the refources of the country, which he con- 
ceived to be increafing and extending, fully equal to any exertion 
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that might be required ; and as to the bills that \^ere pafTed lad 
fefiion of Parliament, they owed to thofe meafures the prefcnt tran- 
quillity of the country. 

Earl FITZWILLIAM faid, that though he never had aflertcd 
that Minifters made the reftoration of Monarchy in France a Jine 
qua mn towards making peace, yet he thought, that while they en- 
couraged and engaged thofe from whofe eflfbrts the reftoration of 
Monarchy was to bfe expe6led, they, in faft, implied that as the 
wiih^ intention, and object of this country.^ 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, that he was extremely forry to be 
obliged to trouble their Lordfhips again ; but he muft remind the 
noble Earl, that, though Minifters always had and ever would enter- 
tain the opinion, that a Monarchy in France was the beft-adapted 
Government for that country, the fafcft for this country, .and for 
Europe, yet they never had faid, that the formation of any Govern- 
jnent in France would preclude them from negotiating for peace 
when an opportunity occurred that they thought would be favourable 
to the Interefts of the country. 

The motion being made that the addrcfs (in anfwer to His Ma- 
jefty's fpcech) do pafs, it paiTed in the affirmative. 

Dijfentlentf 

Firft, Becaufe, by this addrefs, unamended as it flands, the 
fanflion of the Lords is given to a feries of meafures as ill-judged 
with regard to their objeft as they^ are derogatory from the dignity 
of His Majefty's Crown, and from the honour of this kingdom. 
' The reiteration of folicitations for peace, to a fpecies of power, 
with whofe veryexiftence all fair and equitable accommodation is 
incompatible, can have no other effeft than that which it is noto- 
rious all our folicitations have hitherto had. They muft increafc 
the arrogance and ferocity of the common enemy of all nations ; they 
muft fortify the credit, and fix the authority of an odious Govern- 
ment over an enflaved people ; they muft impair the confidence of 
all other powers in the magnanimity, conftancy, and fidelity of the 
Britifti Councils ; and it is much to be apprehended it will inevita- 
bly tend to break the fpring of that energy, and to lower that fpirit 
wJiich has charaderifed in former times this high-minded nation, 
and which, far from finking under misfortune, have even rifen 
with the difficulties and dangers in which our country has been in- 
volved. ^ * 

Second, Becaufe no peace, fuch as may be capable of recruiting 
the ftrength, econorpizing the means, augmenting the refources, and 
'^^oviding for the fafcty of this kingdom, and its infeparable connect 
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tions and dependencies, can be had with the ufutped power now cx- 
crcifing authority in France ; confidering the defcription, the cha- 
ra6ler, and the condud of thofc who coiopofe that Government, tho 
aiethods by which they have obtained their power, the policy hj 
whith they hold it, and the maxims they have adopted, openly pro-. 
fciTed znff uniformly afled on, towards the deftrudtion of all Go- 
vernments not formed on their model, and fubfervient to their 
domination. 

Third, Bccaufe the idea that this kingdom is competent to de- 
fend itfelf, its laws, liberties, and religion, under the general fubju- 
gation of all Europe, is prefumptuous in the extreme, contradidory 
to the fuppofed motives for our prefent eager folicitations for 
peace, and is certainly contrary to the ftanding policy both of ftatc 
and commerce, by which Great Britain has hitherto flouriflied. 

Fourth, Becaufc, while the common enemy exercifes his power 
over the fcveral ftatcs of Europe in the way we have feen, it is im-< 
potfible long to preferve our trade, or, what cannot exift without it, 
our naval power. This hoftile fyftem feizes on the keys of the 
dominions of thefe powers, without any coniideration of their 
friendfliip, their enmity, or their neutrality, prefcribes laws to 
them as to conquered provinces ; muldts and fines them at plea- 
fure ; forces them, without any particular quarrel, into diredl hof- 
tility with this kingdom, and expels us from fuch ports and markets 
as (he thiiiks fit ; infomuch that (Europe remaining under its pre- 
fent ilavery) there is no harbour which we can enter without her 
permiflion, either in a commercial or a naval charafter. This ge- 
neral interdid cannot be begged off; we muft refift it by our power^ 
or we are already in a ftate of vaflfalage. 

Fifth, Becaufe, whilft this ufurped power (hall continue thus 
constituted, and thus difpofed, no fecurity whatever can be hoped 
for in our colonies and plantations, thofe invaluable fources of our 
national wealth and oDr naval power. This war has (hewn that 
the power prevalent in France, by intentionally diforganixing that 
plantation fy(tem (which France had in common with all other 
European nations), and by inverting the order and relations therein 
e(labli(hed, has been able with a naval force, altogether contempti- 
ble, and with >ery inconfiderable fuccours from Europe, to baffle in 
a great meafure the. moft powerful armaments ever fent from this 
country into the Weft Indies, and at an expence hitherto unparal- 
leled, and has, by the force of example, and by the eiFe6l of her 
machinations, produced, at little or no expence to herfelf either of 
blood or treafure, univerfal defolation and ruin by the general de-* 
ftrufltion of cyciy thing valuable ,and ncc^lTary for .cultivaoon. 
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tfarot^boot feveral of our iflands, lately among the moR flourtftiin^ 
and pFodu^ive. The new fyftcm, by which thcfe things have bccnf 
^c<Sted, leave our colonics equally endangered in peace as in war. 
It Is therefore with this general fyftcm (of which the Weft-IndJa' 
icheme is but a ramificatbn) that all anticnt eftablilhmentsf arc 
cffentially at war fr>r tht fake of felf-prefervation. 

Sixth, Bccaufe it has beeti declared from the' Throne, and in' 
cffefl the principle has been adopted by Parliament, that there was 
no way likely to obtain a peace, commonly fafe and honourable, but 
through the antient and legitimate government long eftablifhed iir 
France. That government in its lawful fuccefljon has been fo- 
Icrfinly recognized, and afliftance and protedlion as folemnly pro^- 
mifed to thofe Frenchmen who fliould exert themfelves in its refto- 
ration. The political principle upon which this recognition wa^ 
made, is very far from being weakened by the conduA of the new- 
invented government. Nor are our obligations of good faithy 
pledged on fuch ftrong motives of policy to thofe who have beert 
found in their allegiance, diflblved, nor can they be fo, until fairly- 
diredled efforts have been made to fecure this great fundamentaf 
poir^t. None have yet been employed with the fmalleft degree of 
vigour and perfeverancc. 

Seventh, Becaufe the example of the great change made by the 
ufurpation in the moral and political world (more dangerous than alf 
her conquefts) is by the prefent procedure confirmed in all its force,- 
It is the firft fuccefsful example furniihed by hiftory of the fubver- 
fion of the ancient government of a great country, and of all it3 
laws, orders, and religion, by the corruption of mercenary armies, 
and by the fedudlion of a multitude, bribed by confifcation to fedi- 
tion, in defiance of the fenfe, and to the entire deftru<9ion of almoft 
th^ whole proprietory body of the nation. The fetal effed^s of thi» 
example muft be felt in every country. New means, new armsy> 
new pretexts, ard furniflied to ambition ; and new perfons are hi- 
toxicated with that poifon. 

Eighth, Becaufe our eagernefs in fuing for peace may induce the 
perfons exercifing power in France crroneoufly to believe, that we 
ad from neceffity, and are unable to continue the war-— a perfuafioiv 
which, in the event of an adtual peace, will operate as a temptatioiv 
to them to renew that condu«^ which brought on the prefent war- 
neither (hall we have any of the ufual fecurities in peace. In their 
treaties, they do not acknowledge the obligation of that law, which' 
for ages has been common to all Europe. They have not the fame* 
fttitiments, nor the feme ideas^ of their intereff in the confervation of 
-KSLQt, which have hitherto ioflucnced all regular govcrnmejits j. 
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thejr do not in the fame manner feel public diftrefs, or the private 
mifery of their fubjefls ; they will not find the fame difficulty on 
the commencement of a new war to call their whole force into fudden 
a£iion, where, by the law, every citizen is a foldier, and the perfoa 
and properties of all are liable at once to arbitrary requifitions. On 
the other hand, no attempt has been made to (hew in what manner, 
whether by alliances, by force, military or naval, or by the improve- 
ment and augmentation of our finances, we (hall be better able to 
refift their hoftile attempts after the peace than- at the prefent hour. 
If we remain armed, we cannot reap the ordinary advantage of peace 
in economy ; if we difarm, w6 (hall be fubje£t to be driven into a 
new war, under every circumftance of difadvantage, unlefs we now 
prepare ourfelves to fufFer with patience and fubmiflion whatever 
infults, indignities, and injuries we may receive from that infolent, 
domineering, and unj\uft power. 

Ninth, Becaufe the inability of humbling ourfelves again to fo- 
licit peace in a manner, which is a recognition of the French' Re« 
public, contrary to all the principles of the war, the danger of 
peace, if obtained, the improbability of its duration, and the pcrfe- 
verancc of the enemy throughout theanterval of peace in their mif- 
chievous fyftem, is not conjecture, but certainty. It has b^n 
avowed by the aflual governors of France at the very moment 
when they had before them our application for a pa(rport. They 
chofe that moment for publKhing a State paper, breathing the moft* 
hoftile mind. In it they fiimulate and goad us. By language the 
moft opprobrious and ofienfive. They frankly tell us, that it i$ 
not our intereft to defire peace, for that they regard peace only as 
the oppohunity of preparing fre(h means for the annihilation of our 
naval power. By making peace, they do not conceal that it will 
be their objeft — " to wreft from us our maritime preponderancy— - 
to re-e{tabli(h what they invidioufly call the freedom of the feas— 
to give a new impulfe to the Spanifh, Dutch, and French marines— 
and to carxy to the higheft degree of profperity the induftry and 
comn^erce of thofe nations," which they ftate to be our rivals, 
which they charge us with " linjuftly attacking, when we can na 
longer dupe," and which they throughout contemplate as their own 
dependencies, united in arms, and furnifhing refources from our 
future humiliation and deftrudlion. They refort to that well- 
known and conftant alluSon of theirs to antient hiftory, by which 
reprefenting " France as modern Rome, and Englanci as modern 
Carthage," they accufc us of a national perfidy, "and hold England 
up '* as an objeft to be blotted out from the face of the earth." 
They felfely aflfcrt, that the Engli(h nation fupports with impa- 

Vqi. ttt. n 
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thence the continuance of the war^ and has extorted all His Ma- 
jefty's overtures for peace " by complaints and reproaches ;" and 
above all, not only in that paflage, but throughout their official 
note^ they fhew the mod marked adherence to that iniidious and 
intolerable policy of their fyftem, by which they, from the com- 
mencement of the Revolution, fought to trouble and fubvert all the 
governments in Europe. They ftudioufly disjoin the Engli(h na- 
tion from its fovereign. 

Tenth, Becaufe, having afled throughout the courfc of this 
awful and momentous crifis upon the principles herein exprefled, 
and after having, on the prefent occafion, not only fully recon- 
fidered, and jealoufly examined their foundnefs and validity, but 
gravely attended to, and fcrupuloufly weighed the merits of all thofc 
aiguments which have been offered to induce a dcreliflion of them, 
confcientioufly adhering to, and firmly abiding by them, I thus 
folemnly record them, in juflification of my own condudV, and in 
difcharge of the duty I owe to my King, my Country, and general 
Interefts of Civil Society. 

WENTWORTH FITZWILLIAM. 



Friday J OSiober y. Adjourned to Tuefdayy OSfober i8. 

fVednefdayj i ()th OSiober. 

. The Earl of DERBY pfefented a petition from the Earl of 
Lauderdale (a Scots Peer) complaining of an lindue eleftion and 
return of the Sixteen Peers of Scotland^ in the inftance of " the 
perfon affuming the title of Earl of Errol." The general fub- 
(tance of the petition was, that by the Articles of the Union, and 
the A(Ss of Parliament relating thereto,' it was ordained that the 
Peerage of Scotland (hould be rcprefented in the Britifh Parliament 
by Sixteen Peers, chofen from among their number, in which the 
perfon called the Earl of Errol could not legally be included. In 
this cafe, by the circumftances of the eleftion, the petition alledged, 
that the noble petitioner (hould have been elefted ^nd returned. 
He therefore prayed their Lordftiips, that he might be heard by his 
counfel on thefe premifes, and that the return might be amended 
by the etafure of the njpme and title of Earl of Errol, and inferting 
the name and title of the petitioner in the room thereof. 

The petition being read by the Clerk, 

The Earl of DERBY moved, that it do lie on the table, which 

s ordered accordingly. 
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No debate to November 1 2, when the Houfe adjourned to 

Monday, 2%th November, 

'The Earl of ERROL prefented a petition, praying that the 
Committee of Privileges on the Earl of Lauderdale's petition (hould 
be deferred till the firft Tuefday after Chriftmas. 

The Earl of DERBY faid, that on the part of the Earl of Lau- 
derdale he had no objeflion to the prayer of the petition being 
granted, becaufe it was his wifti that the noble Lord (Errol) (hould 
be fully prepared upon, the fubjcft of the petition prefented at the 
InAance of his noble friend (Lauderdale) ; at the fame time he 
would wifti it to be underftood, that the Committee of Privilc^ges 
ihould lit on the firfl Tuefday after Chriftmas, and that no farther 
delay (hould take place. 

From November 28, no debate till 

Monday y 1 1th December, 

Lord GRENVILLE delivered a meflfage from riis Majefty, 
exprefling his concern that his utmoft efforts to preferve peace and 
amity with the Court of Spain were inefFe£lual, and ftating his re- 
liance on their Lordfhips to enable him to repel the abrupt and un- 
provoked aggreffion of that Court. 

Their Lordfhips refolved to take the meflage into coniideration 
to-morrow, and ordered the Houfe to be fummoned for that 
purpofe. 

Lord GRENVILLE then moved that the Declaration of the 
Court of Spain againft England be laid on the table. Ordered. 

\FQr thefe PaperSyfee the Proceedings of the Houfe of Commansr^ 

Tuefday y 13/A December* 

The order of the day being read for fummoning the Houfe to 
take into coniideration His MajeAy's meflage, it was read by the 
Clerk. 

Lord GRENVILLE then rofe and faid, it would be unnecef- 
fary for him to trouble the Houfe at length, on the fubje<9 of His 
MajeAy's gracious meflfage, as he was perfuaded their Lord(hip9 
were unanimous in their fentiments on the prefent occafion. This 
was the third time, in the courfe of the prefent reign, that the 
Court of Spain had interfered with this country. Tiiii waa the 
third time (he had openly declarc^d war againft England, on the moft 
ur^provoked and frivolous pretences ; but frivolous as tlicy harf becq, 

D 2 
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the reafons contained in the laft declaration tf that Cdurt, were 
even more frivolous, unjuft and unprovoked, than any that pre- 
ceded them./ 

It was well known, that with refpcdl to the pretended wrongs 
which Spain had chofen to aflign as the juftification of their Declara- 
tion of War (a copy of which was on the table), his Britannic Ma- 
jefty had offered the moft unequivocal explanation for the purpofe 
of averting the calamities of war from his own fubje6ls, and thpfe 
of his Catholic Majefty. He had difplayed the greateft modera- 
tion, in hopes of bringing the matters in difpute to an end by ami- 
cable difcuffion ; but that offer being refufed by the Court of Spain, 
^is Majefty felt himfelf impelled to communicate to his Parliament, 
the reafons which had induced him to repel this unprovoked aggref- 
fion, by calling on the fpirit and refources of his faithful fubjedlsj^ 
to enable him to bring the conteft to a fpeedjr and honourable ter- 
mination. 

Lord Grenville concluded by moving the addrefs, which was 
agreed to nem. £/. and ordered to be prefented to His Majefty by 
the L(»rds with white ftaves, , Adjourned. 

Monday, igth December. 

* 

The LORD CHANCELLOR brought up a meffage from Hi§ 
Majefty fimilar to what was fenl; to the Commons on Saturday 
(for which fee their proceedings), and it was ordered to be taken 
into confideration to-morrow. ^ 

I 

Tuefdayy 26th December. * 

The order of the day being Tead for taking into confideration 
His Majefty's meffage. 

Lord GRENVILLE rofe. The objefl of the meffage, his 
Lordftiip obferved, was fo plain, the importance of it fo great, and 
the advantages to be expedled from a compliance with its contents 
•were fo very manifeft, thac he was certain it woul^ be altogether 
unneceffary for him to take up much pf their Lordftiips' time in 
making many obfervations on it. It was a matter extremely well 
known to their Lo^/dftiips, that in all periods of our hiftory, fince 
the Revolution, whenever this country had been engaged in Con- 
tinental warsf it had always been found the beft and wifeft policy 
to make alliances with fuch Princes on the Continent as could 
bring large and powerful a6live armies into the field. The wif- 
dom and foundnefs of this policy had never been more ftrongly ex- 
emplified than during the prcfent war \ nor during the prefcnt war, 
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in aitf period more ftrikingly than during the prefent campaign. 
The fuccefs of the armies of His Imperial Majefty, our ally, had 
been mod fplendid and important, and that fuccefs was in a great 
mcafure to be attributed to the pecuniary aids which that Prince had 
from time to time recei\^ed from the Executive Government of this 
country. In cafe it iTiould unfortunately happen that the prefent 
negotiations (hould be interrupted, or (hould not lead to a fecureand 
honourable peace, the greateft advantages were to be expefled from 
having made ample provifion, not only that we ourfelves, but our 
allies alfo, (hould be prepared at an early period of the next cam- 
paign to profecute the war with The greateft poffible vigour and 
effedV- To enable the Executive Government to grant afliftance to 
our ally, the Emperor, was the whole and fole objcdl of the prefent 
meilage. Not being able, therefore, to forcfec or anticipate any 
obje(ftions which could be made to it, he would forbear to trefpafs 
on their Lordfliips' time, any farther than to move an addrefs of 
thknks to His Majefty for his moft gracious communication. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR then read the addrefs, upon 
which 

The .Duke of BEDFORD faid, that when he reflefled on the 
fituation in which this country ftood involved, engaged in a ruinous 
and expenfivc war ;— when he confidered that a negotiation for 
peace was at the fame moment pending; he did not rife for the pur-^ 
pofe of oppoftng the main purport of the addrefs, which he appre- 
hended was to enable his Majefty to give that .degree of afliftance 
to our ally, which might be found to be neceflary. Cafes might 
undoubtedly arife, in which it might be prudent or, perhaps, expe- 
dient to grant fuch affiftance. He begged, however, to be under- 
ftood, that by not oppoftng the addrefs, he did not confider himfclf 
*as pledged either to an^ amount to which the aid (hould be given, 
pr to any degrccof approbation- of what had already been done by 
Minifters on that fubjed. There was one word in the addrefs, on 
which he wi(hed to a(k the noble Secretary of State s^ queftion. It 
was the word " continue." He begged to know, if the noble Se- 
cretary thought, that Minifters might, as had been done, ** continue'* 
to fend money out of the country for the fcrvice of foreign Princes 
without the confent of Parliament ? 

Lord GRENVTLLE faid, that as to the word " continue" in 
th^ addrefs, he could only anfwer that it fpoke its own meaning as a 
p^rt of the addrefs. With regard tothe other part of the queftion, 
his Lordihip f^id there certainly were cafes which might arife, wl.ich, 
ta his opinion, would Juftify Minifters in fending money out of the 
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kingdom. Parliament not fitting, without confent of Parliament ; 
but thai it ought never to be done, if it could be avoided. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, that he Ihould certainly beg 
leave to enter his proteft againft the meafures which had already 
been adopted on this head. He would not oppofe the addrefs. 

The addrefs was then read and carried nemine dijjintitnte, 
-^The Duke of BEDFORD gave notice, that after the recefs, he 
would make a motion relative to the fubjeft he had juft been fpeak- 
ing of. The reafon of his deferring it till after the recefs was, to 
give time to His Majcfty's Minifters to confider the matter in the 
firft place, and in the next, in hopes that fome bf thofe noble Lords 
would take up the matter who had fcceded from the friends with 
whom they had fo long a6led, and the meafures they had fo long 
purfued, in order, as they faid, to fupport and defend the Conftitu- 
tion. He hoped as the Conftitution had in the meafure alluded to 
been grofsly attacked and invaded, they would feize the' opportu- 
nity of (hewing they regarded its welfare, and ufe their beft endea* 
vours in its defence. He underftood it was to preferve the Confti- 
tution, that they had taken the part they then did \ and on no other 
ground could he account for the infanity of their condu£i., 

Wednejday^ 2 iji December, 

On the motion for the commitment of the bill for granting a 
loan of eighteen millions, 

The Duke of NORFOLK rofe, and faid, he had to lament that 
he did not in an earlier ftage of the bufinefs, call upon Miniftry to ex- 
plain to the Houfe on what principle of national expediency this bill 
came before their Lordftiips. His Grace faid, he was a firm friend 
to peace : but until it was proved to hin> that money for carrying 
on the war was the road to that defirablc event, he (hould not give 
his aflent to the bill now before the Houfe. There was one thing 
he wiftied he know, and that was, hruo far the Minifter meant to go^ 
as to the prefent Loan, and whether what was granted by the Houfe 
of Commons woulfi be fufBcient to anfwer the exigencies of the 
next campaign ? and if that were not fufficient, whether the Mi- 
nifter meant to grant any more money without the confent of 
Parliament ? 

The LORD CHANCELLQR faid, that the fecond reading 
(hould be deferred until to-morrow, and then the noble Duke might 
make his objections. 
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^urfday, 22d December* 

The order of the day for their Lord(hips to rcfolvc themfelvet 
into a Committee of the whole Houfe on the bill for granting to 
His Majefty a Loan of eighteen millions by way of annuities, 
being read. 

The Duke of NORFOLK rofe, and faid, that before their 
Lordfliips proceeded to go into a Committee on this bill, he begged 
he might be permitted to fubmit a few obfervations to their Lord- 
fhips* confideration on the fubje6l. The Houfe were now about to 
give their authority to an adl of the Houfe of Commons, by which 
they had confented, in the prefent enormous flate of the national 
debt, to add no lefs a fum than that of eighteen millions fterling. 
Before he fufTered the bufinefs to proceed farther, he hoped, that 
when the magnitude and importance of the fubjed was duly weighed 
and confldered, he (hould not be deemed unreafonable if he wcro 
to afk His Majefty's Minifters one or two queftions, and were alio 
to requcft anfwers to the fame. The firft queftion he (hould a(k 
was,, whether, in the opinion of Miniders, this fum, large as it was, 
would be the whole of the fupplies 'that would be wanted for the 
fervicc of the enfuing year ? The next thing to which he Ihould 
rcqueft to draw their Lordfliips' attention was, to the nature of the 
Loan itfelf, and the bargain which the fubfcribers had made on 
their own behalf. Every fubfcriber of lool. was to receive ftock 
to the amount of 112I. los., which was, in the firft inftance 3 
bonus of I al. i os. For his original fubfcription, he was to re- 
ceive an intercft of 5 per cent., and at a limited period of two 
years after the termination of the war, he had a right to call for his 
principal of 112I. los., to be immediately paid in fpecie if he 
then thought proper. His Grace faid, that at prefent a negotiation 
for peace was pending, and no one wiflied more (incerely than him- 
fdf, that it might be the means of reftoring that much-wifljcd-for 
and much-wanted blefTing. Allowing that the negotiation fliould 
ultimately be crowned with fuccefs, he would fuppofe that the terms, 
might be fettled in the courfe of one year. The time, then, at 
which the fubfcribers would be entitled to call in their ftock, and 
infift on being paid in money if they chbfe, would be three years. 
All this time they would be in the receipt of five per cent, for 
112I. IDS. If, at the dxpiration of the two years after the ter- 
mination of the war, they ftiould infift on receiving the whole of 
their ftock in ready fpecie, and unfortunately another war ftiould, 
at, or immediately before that period, break out, their Lordfliips 
Thuft fee what a dreadful predicament this country muft be in> to be 
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called upon in fo diftrcffinga moment, when it .might have fo many 
difficulties to-contcnd with in raifing the. then neccffary/upplies— 
to difcharge fo large a fum as might be required bf this old loan of 
eighteen millions in ready money, be the price of flocks at that time 
whatever they might. This was certainly a poffible cafe, and, as fuch, 
it. behoved their Lordfliips, as far as poffible, to guard againft it. 
For this purpofe he had framed a motion, which he ftiould beg 
leave to move. His Grace then read his motion : 

" That inftrudions be given to the Committee to receive a 
" claufc, empowering His Majefty's Lords Commiffioners of the 
<* Treafury, to delay the payment of the capital of each fubfcriber, 
** after the termiination of the war, till fuch time as the three per 
*' cent. Confols (hould be at 75." 

The motion being read from the woolfack, 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, that as to the queftion put by the 
noble Duke, it was impoffible for him to give a diredt anfwer to it. 
The eftimatcs of this year had, like thofe of all former years, been 
made under a perfuafion that, taking into confideration every pro- 
bable contingency that could be forefeen, they would be found fuffi- 
cient. In all wars, eftimates of lexpences were unavoidable; and' 
all eftimates were made as nearly as poffible to embrace and cover 
every objedt of cxpence which could fairly be calculated. In the 
prefent eftimate all poffible care had, in this refpeft, been taken, and 
at prefent he was by no means aware of any new expeditions or 
other efforts which were likely to produce any extraordinaries that 
had not .been provided for. It was impoffible, however, to fore- 
fee or anfwer precifely for what might happen, and therefore he 
hoped the noble Duke would not prefs him any farther upon that 
head. With refpedt to the other part of his Grace's fpeech, he. 
muft for one oppofe the motion made by the noble Duke. The 
Loan which had been made was certainly different from former 
Loans ; but he contended that it was made on very advantageous 
terms — on terms which were much below the price of the market, 
and the expeditious manner in which it was filled, ferved at once 
to (hew the zeal of every defcription of perfons for the fcrvi«e of the 
country ; to Ihew that the fpirit of the country was not depreffed ; 
and to convince the raffi and defperate minds of the enemy, that 
our refources were not in that weak and declining ftate which they 
had vainly and fooliffily flattered thcmfelves they were. It was 
not probable, therefore, that perfons fo fituated would ever think of 
diftrcffing their country, by infifting on being paid the amount of 
their fubfcriptions in fpecie, as the noble Duke had fuppofed. • 

Tiie Duke of NORFOLK faid, that after what had fallen froiri 
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the noble Secretary of State, relative to the queftlon he had aflced 
as to the fufficiency of the fum now required, he ftiould not prcfs it 
any farther. He could not, however, give up his motion fo eafily. 
The fubfcribcrs to the prefent Loan had, he allowed, come forward 
in a very ready manner, and had very fpeedily filled up the fum 
required ; but he could by ho means admit that in doing fo they had 
difcovered any violent zeal for the fervice of the country. They 
had certainly very materially fcrved themfelves, for they had gained 
an intereft fuperior to any they could have obtained in any other legal 
way : he meant the great majority of thofe who were not what 
were ufually termed the monied men of the nation. The noble 
Secretary of State had faid, that it was not probable they would in- 
iift on receiving the amount of their fubfcriptions in ready money^ 
in a future moment of poflible preiTure and didrefs, but in his opi* 
nion no dependence ought to be had on fuch a probable cafe ; for 
his part, he was afraid avarice and felf-intereft were but too preva* 
lent. Such a demand was undoubtedly pofTible, and ought on that 
account to be guarded againft. In making the prefent motion for 
that purpofe, he only did what he conceived to be his duty, and he 
ihould leave the decifion to their Lord(hips. 

The qucftion being put, it was negatived without a divifion. 
The bill then went through a Committee of the whole Houfe, and. i 
the report was received. After which, on a motion that the bill 
be then read a third time, , 

The Duke of NORFOLK rofc, and apologized for taking up 
any more of their Lord(hips' time, but he could not fufFer the third 
reading of the bill to take place, without fubmitting to the conGde* 
ration of the Houfe fome farther obfcrvations, and another motion 
which he then held in his hand. The noble Secretary of State 
had mentioned the prefent Loan as exprefTive, on the part of the 
feveral fubfcribers, of their zeal for the fervice and interefl of their . 
country. He could by no means view it in that light. Former 
Loans had, in general, been made between Minifters and a certain 
defcription of perfons in this country, called the monied men— that 
is, bankers and other perfons who, in general, made money the ob- 
ject of their traffic. By ufing thefe terms of defcription, he did not 
mean to convey anyharfh idea gf thefe perfons, but only to define 
clearly ofi what defcription they really* were. It appeared, then, that 
money being the commodity in which they peculiarly dealt, and Go- 
vernment the medium or channel through which they could traffic 
to the greateft extent, that of courfe they would endeavour to make 
the befl bargain they could for themfelves. They had a right fo x.% 
do. Minifters, on the part of the country^ would certainly do the 
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fame. This defcription of perfons, the monied men, having bar- 
gained for the Loan on certain terms, take upon themfelves the 
raifing of the whglc fum wanted. Perhaps, in many inftances, Mi- 
niders apparently made bargains very much in favour of the country 
according to the price of the markets. Behind this body of monied 
men, however, there flood another phalanx, confifting of men of 
other defcriptions, and of different ranks in life. Gentlemen of 
landed properties. Members of both Houfes of Parliament, and in 
other fituations, who were capable of aflifling Minifters on various 
occafions, and in different degrees, who came in each for a feparat6 
fhare in thefe Loans, and who might not, therefore, be" very parti- 
cular in fcrutinizing into the terms on which they were made. Such 
was the nature and principle of former Loans. The prefent Loan 
vras certainly different, for every individual was at liberty tofub- 
fcribe as much as he thought fit ; and the terms were very plain 
and eaiily undcrftood. Having already ftated what they were, it 
was unncceffary to repeat them. The noble Secretary of State had 
inferred, that from the quicknefs with which rhe whole fum of 
eighteen millions had been fubfcribed, it was a proof of the zeal of 
the fubfcribers for the interefts and fcrvice of the country. He, on" 
the contrary, thought it appeared to be more for the benefit of the 
fubfcribers themfelves. He had made a calculation on the fubjed, 
and he found they would make near ten per cent, for their money, 
a fum which is almofl double what the law of the land allows in 
any cafe but this of a Loan. Thus th^y would receive a fate of 
intereft for their money, which in any other tranfa^ion would con- 
vift them of ufur)% His calculation, he faid, was very (hort and 
plain. From the bonus given, the intereft upon the whole fum, 
and other advantages, he found, that if the war laftcd three years, 
the fubfcribers would receive ten per cent. — if five years, eight per 
cent.— and if fix years, fcvcn and a half per cent, for their money. 
Thefe were the men who were held up as adting with zeal for the 
intereftof their country — whd were receiving intereft for their money 
at fuch a rate, as in any other cafe but this, a Court of Juftice would 
fend them, inftead of to the Bank to receive the dividends, to the 
King's Bench prifon, or fubjeft them to thevheavy penalties, which 
the law as in all other cafes laid on ufurlous tranfadions. Among 
the fubfcribers to this Loan, and under fuch circumftances of receiv- 
ing this high rate of intereft, he was aftoniihcd to find many names 
of the firft rank and diftindion, not among the mercantile and 
monied men only, but of the firft rank and diftinflion among their 
Lordibips ; in the firft rank upon the Reverend Bench of Bilbops. 
He had once drought of moving to have ail the names publifhed, but 
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finding it would be too troublcfome^ had waved that idea. He 
was extremely forry, however, to fee that perfons in thofe elevated 
ranks of life Ihould flicw themfelves eager to fubfcribe to a Loan 
which returned fo high an intcreft for their nioney, and that intereft 
to be paid out of the pocket of the People. He thought, that in 
jmoments of public exigency like the prefcnt, thofe who had it in 
their power to fubfcribe large fums of money, and were eager to do 
fOf ought to do it without a bonus, and to take for it only at the 
rate which is fixed as the highcft legal intereft of the country, five 
per cent. He had, therefore, thought it his duty to form a motion 
for a claufe to that efFedt: he fnight, perhaps, be told, that thofe 
perfons of high rank and ftation, who had fubfcribed on the terms 
as they flood, intended, when they went to receive their money, to 
take no more than the lawful intereft of five per cent. ; he was of 
opinion, however, that a claufe ought to be added by way of amend- 
ment to the bill, which fliould give every fubfcriber a power to do 
fo if he might think proper. Such a claufe would be a teft of the 
quantum of aftual zeal with which each fubfcriber fet down his 
name for the intereft of his country, and not for his own ; and 
might at the fame time ultimately prove the means of a prodigious 
faving to the public purfe. His Grace then made a motion to the 
above cffedl ; which being read from the woolfack. 

Lord GRENVILLE oppofed it ; he exprcffed great furprize at 

what had fallen from the noble Duke, relative to the Loan, which 

had univerfally been allowed to be one of the beft that had ever 

been made for this country. He could not have fuppofed the noble 

Duke would, have entertained fuch fcntiments concerning it. He 

believed he was the only man in that Houfc, or in the country, who 

did fo ; at leaft, he thought, there was not above two, and he was 

convinced, that in fpeaking his fentimcnts info favourable a manner 

as he (the noble Secretary) had done, he had fpoke the decided 

fentiments of a moft decided majority of the People. He vindicated 

the monied men, as a clafs of honourable and liberal charadiers, to 

whom this Country and Government were highly indebted for the 

prefent high pitch of profperity to which they had arrived. Their 

whole attention was devoted to money concerns, and they were 

bound to make the moft of their own property, in duty to themfelves. 

The prefent intereft was certainly below the market, and thofe who 

fubfcribed to the prefent Loan had thereby (hewn, in the hour of 

public Exigency, the greateft zeal for their country and its interefts. 

His Lordlhip commented on the manner in which the noble Duke 

had cxpreffed his aftoniihment it feeing the names of feveral perfons 

of the Hrft rank in that Houfe as fublcribcrs to the prefent Loan, 
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and faid, that in becoming fo, they had certainly added additional 
luftre to that rank. The noble Secretary concluded by obferving, 
that he was amazed to hear fuch do6lrine as had been advanced 
about the rate of intereft, and was furprixed thofe who had then 
thought it too high, had not come forward, and ofFered to fupply 
the money at a more reafonablc and lower rate. As to the names 
which the noble Duke had intended to move to have publiflied, he 
fhould have no objedlion to fuch a motion, for he was convinced the 
publication would redound much to their honour. 

The Duke of NORFOLK faid, that having made his motion 
from a thorough convidlion of its propriety, and of its being his 
duty to do it, he fliould, notwithftanding all that had fallen from 
the noble Secretary of State, perfift in it. He contended, that the 
intereft was too high, and was forry to find that perfons of the 
higheft rank and ftation in that Houfe had fubfcribed to a Loan 
which fandlioned fuch an intereft. After the lamentable example 
. which had been feen in the fate of the Nobility and Clergy of a 
neighbouring county, againft whom the ftrongeft accufation had 
been, that they had ufed their wealth and power to the injury of 
thofe, for whofe proteftion they were originally beftowed, as the 
merited rewards of exalted worth, i^aifed to rank by praife- worthy 
and dignified ambition : he was forry to fee that the conduft of 
perfons in fimilar ftations here had raifed the fmallcft (hadow of a 
fuppofition, that dignified ambition might become a fcrvile hand- 
maid to titled avarice. As to the furprize of the noble Secretary of 
State, " that thofe who found fault with the intereft being too high, 
did not come forward to furnifh the money at a lower rate," he had 
two anfwers to make — firft, that there was no time for doing fo ; 
and fecondly, if the obfervation of the noble Secretary was really 
fcrious, *' that he believed not above two perfons in the kingdom 
were of the fame opinion as he was," it would be vain and nuga- 
tory, as no two men in the kingdom could pretend to advance fuch 
a fum between them as eighteen millions. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, that whatever degree of cen- 
fure or blame might attach upon his noble friend in the opinion of 
the noble Secretary of State, on account of the motion which he had 
brought forward, he begged leave to put in for his (hare of it. He 
beheld the Loan cxadily in the fame point of view as his noble friend, 
and entertained the fame fentiments with regard to the fubfcribcrs ; 
and whatever the noble Secretary might fay refpe6Hng the intereft 
being below the price of the market, every one knew that, if it was 
really below that price, it was fo in a vftry trifling degree indeed. 
He (hould therefore fupport the motion of the noble Duke. 
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The queftion being put, the motion was negatived without a 
divifion. 

The bill was read a third time and paffed. 

Mtndayy 0.6th December. 

Lord GRENVILLE informed their Lord(hips, that he had a 
meflagc to deliver to thjc Houfe from His Majefty. 

It was read by the Lord Chancellor, and then by the Clerk— - 
[See the proceedings of the Houfe of Commons.] 

Lord Grenville then faid, that he (hould move, with their 
Lordfhips' concurrence. That His Majefty's meffage be taken into 
confideration on Thurfday next, and that he hoped in the mean time 
to be able to lay upon the table the whole of the papers mentioned 
in His Majefty's meffage. 

Tuefdayy 2']th December. 

Lord GRENVILLE acquainted the Houfe, that notwithftand- 
ing the diligence which was ufed in printing the papers referred to 
in His Majefty's meffage of yefterday, it was found impoffible to get 
them ready for delivery this evening, as was expedted ; for this rea- 
fon, he thought it would be proper to defer taking His Majcfty's 
meffage into confideration till Friday. He then moved, that the 
order thereon for Thurfday be difcharged, and a new one made for 
Friday. This arrangement meeting the concurrence of their Lord- 
Ihips, it was ordered accordingly. 

Lord Grenville prefented His Majefty's declaration refpefling 
the failure of the negotiation with France, which was ordered to 
lie 6n the table. \ 

Friday y 30//; December. 

The Earl of GUILFORD wiflied, before the order of the day 
was read, that the inftrudlions given to Lord Malmefbury on his 
cmbaffy to Paris, might be laid upon the table, as it would enable 
their Lordlhips to form a more corredt judgement on the whole of 
this important bufinefs. 

The Duke of LpEDS thought it would be more regular to 
make a motion for the production of the paper containing the noble 
Lord's inftruflions, after the papers then on the table, which formed 
the correfpondence between Lord Malmefbury and M. Delacroix, 
were difpofed of. 



3© PARLIAMENTARY [Lorxw. 

The Earl of DERBY thought his honourable friend was pcr- 
fcSly regular in wifhing thcfe inftruflions to be laid before 'the 
Houfe before the debate took place on the papers then on the table. 

The Earl of GUILFORD faid, whenever a perfon in a court 
of juftice withheld any inftrument which he was requefted to pro- 
duce by the adverfe party, it had always been regarded as a circum- 
fiance of fufpicion. 

The Duke of LEEDS ftill infiftcd, that thefe inftrucSlions would 
conte more regularly before the Houfe after their Lordftiips had ex- 
preffed their fentiments on the corrcfpondencc on the table. The 
noble Secretary would niake fome motion upon thofe papers, which 
would either exprefs approbation or cenfure ; and when the Houfe 
was acquainted with the nature of that motion, the noble Lord, 
if he pleafed, might then move foi: the pruduflion of the paper in 
queftion. 

Vifcount SIDNEY thought the obfervation which had been 
made with regard to the fufpicion that fell on a party, who in a 
court of juftice refufed to produce any deed or inftrument when de- 
lired by the other fide, could not, with any propriety, be applied to a 
paper that was fought to be produced before Parliament, and after* 
wards to be communicated to the Public. 

Here the converfation ended without any motion being made by 
the Earl of Guilford on the fubjedl. 

The order of the day being read for the Houfe to take into con- 
lideration His Majefty's meftage refpe<9ing the failure of the negoti- 
ation with France, and the meftage being alfo read. 

Lord GRENVILLE fatd, he had but few obfervations to offer 
to fheif Lordfhips upon that important fubjecSV. Though it was a 
matter •which, if confidered with regard to all its different bearings, 
would certainly lead into a very extcnfive field of difcuffion, yet the 
view of the fubjedt which he deemed neceffary to fubmit? to the con- 
fideration of the Houfe, lay within a very narrow compafs. He la- 
mented as much as any noble Lord, or as any man in the country 
could do, the fudden failure of the negotiation fpr peace with France. 
At the fame time, he trufted^ before he fat down, he (hould make it 
clear to every candid and unprejudiced mind, that this misfortune 
was not to be imputed to the conduS of His Majefty 's Minifters, but 
folely to the unjuft and exorbitant views of the enemy. It was un- 
neceffary for him to ftate at length the repeated endeavours of the 
French Directory to defeat the negotiation in its outfet, and to break 
off the intercourfe after it had been opened, even before the firft ftcps 
towards negotiation could be taken. The indecent and injurious 
language that had been employed by the French Government, with 
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a view to irritate— -the ffimfy pretences, the captious and frivolous 
objedlions raifed for the purpofe of obfiru<3ing the progrefs of the 
difcuflion — ^all thefe were fufiiciently notorious from the official 
papers on the table, and which were known to all Europe. Bu( 
above all, the abrupt termination of the negotiation had furnilhed 
the mod deciiive proof, that at no period had any real wi(h for peace 
been entertained on the part of the French Diredlory. His Majeftjr 
had perfevered to the laA moment to give to France, as well as to all 
Europe, the moft inconteftable proofs of a very fincjjre defire for the 
refloration of the blcHings of peace ; and after repeated evafion and 
delay, the French Diredlory had at length confented to eftablilh, as 
the t)a(is of negotiation, a principle that was propofed by His Ma- 
jefty, juft and liberal in its own nature, equitable towards France 
herfelf, and calculated to provide for the interefts of His ^ajefty's 
allies, as well as of all Europe. It had been agreed, that compea- 
fation (hould be made to France by proportionable reftitutions for 
the ceflions which (he in her turn (hould be called upon to make to 
His Majefly's allies. After the efiablifliment of that principle, His 
Majefty's Minifter at Paris delivered to the French ^^nUier a me- 
morial, containing the propofals of His Majefty,. Along with that 
memorial there was an accompanying note, itating, that His Ma- 
jefty's Minifter would with the utmoft readinefs enter with M. De- 
lacroix into every explanation which the (^ate and progrefs of the 
negotiation would allo\/; that he would not fail to enter into the 
difcufliion of thefe propofitions ; or if they (hould be reje<fted in iotOy 
he was willing to enter into any countcr-proje<S^ which the Execu- 
tive Diredory itfelf might be pleafed to bring forth, with that frank- 
nefs and conciliation which correfponcied with the ju(l and pacific 
difpoiitions of His Majefty and his Minifters. To that communi- 
cation. His Majefty's Minifter received an anfwer from the Direc- 
tory, in form the moft ofFenfive, and in fubftance the moft extrava- 
gant, that ever was made in the progrefs of any negotiation. It was 
peremptorily required of him, that in the very commencement of 
this buftnefs, before any anfwer had been given by the Diredlory to 
his propofitions, without prefenting any objcflions to his firft pro- 
pofal, or any other offer or plan of peace — he (hould, within twenty- 
four hours, deliver in the ultimatum of hi^ Court. Was there a 
(imilar inftance ever known in the hiftory of the world ? Was it 
ever known before, that an ultimatum had been demanded even be- 
fore the negotiation itfelf had adhially commenced ? There was no 
fuch inftance to be found in the whole Hiftoiy of Treaties. Such a 
demand could not poflSbly be made for any other purpofe than to 
(hut the doors agalnft all difcuflion— againft all negotiation, all ex 
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plahatidn ahd poilibility of an amicable adjuilment of the different 
j)oints in iffue. Why did not the French Dire<Slory ftate their ob- 
jedJions to the propofals that were made to them ? Why did not 
.they tell His Majefty's Minifter on what terms they would have 
been ready to make peace ? Not a word was faid in return, and the 
Briti(h Minifler was ordered to leave the territpries of the Republic 
in twice the fpacc of twent)^-four hours. Why Ihould we offer an 
ultimatum to France rather than (he to us ? If, in addition to that 
infult, any farther proof were neceffary of the difpofitions of thofc 
who offered it, fuch proof would be abundantly fupplied by the 
contents of the note in which the order was conveyed. The very 
mode of negotiation on which the French Diredory had itfelf in- 
lifted, was there rejedled, and no pradlical means left open for 
treating with effefl:. The bafis of negotiations fo recently recog- 
nized by mutual confent, was there difclaimed, and in its room a 
principle, clearly inadmiffible, was re-afferted as the only ground 
on which France could confent to treat. The French Directory 
now faid, as they had formerly done, that they could not treat on the 
principle of mutual reftitution, becaufe it was contrary to their 
Laws, their Conftitution, and they had lately added, the Faith of 
Treaties. That was a principle which never could be admitted by 
this country, or any other independent nation. It was, in fa6l, to 
admit, that the French Republic poffeffed the only fupreme power 
in Europe, and that all other countries might be parcelled out by 
them at pleafure into what they were pleafed to call Republics ; 
but which, in fad, had not the remot'eft refemblance to that 
ibrm of Government. The admiffion of fuch a principle would 
entirely dcftroy the law of nations, by which the different nations 
of Europe, who were independent of each other, had profeffed to 
be governed for centuries. Such a principle fuperfcded all interefts, 
deftroycd all treaties, and gave to France, and to France alone, the 
power to make what laws (he pleafed, which (hould be confidered 
as the only law of nations, and which (he might alter and modify 
as much and as often as (he pleafed. According to this principle. 
His Afajefty and his allies were bound to reftore to France the 
greateft part of their conquefts, while the French Republic was to 
retain all thofe (he had made. • The admiflion of that principle 
the Dire£tor)' had ftated as ^Jine qua mn, as an indifpenfable pre- 
liminary to all negotiation, a principle, under which the terms of 
peace muft have been regulated, not by the ufual confideratiqns of 
juftice, policy, and reciprocal fubmifiion on the part of all other 
powers, but by a claim founded on the internal laws and feparate 
conftitution of France^ as poifeffmg full authority to fuperfedc the « 
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tn»ities entered Into by indqjcndcnt States, to govern their Irttereflf^ 
to eontrdi their engagements, and to difpofe of their dominions. 
His Lord(hip fald, he believed the conftruflion which the French 
Dircflory had put on their Lnws, their Conftitution, and Treaties, 
was not fupported by the fa£t. He readily admitted he was- very 
little acquainted with the French Publicifts, and had read very few | 
of their writings : he thought it impoffible to receive much inftruc- i 
tion from them. If a man, in 1789, had learned the true princi- 
ples of the French Conftitution, he would have found his labour 
was all in vain In the year 1791, when there was another conftitu- 
tion framed for the Government of France. If he had made him- 
felf mafter of the Conftitution of 1792, he would have found 
himfelf totally ignorant of the Conftitution of I793> which was 
eftabli(hed on^difFerent principles ; arvd a man who had ftudied the 
Conftitution of r793, would have wanted the aflfiftance of fomc 
Publicift to explain to him the Conftitution that was introduced in 
1795, as being founded on new principles; and it was notimpro^ 
bable, that before the end of the month of March next there might 
be ftill another form of Government — another Conftitution cfla- 
bliihed in that country. The French Conftitutiohs were fo ex- 
tremely fleeting, that it was impoITible to catch the form of theni. 
His Lordftiip faid, he (hould not infult the underftandings of their 
Lordfhips by entering more fully into this bufinefs. Every candid 
man muft fee clearly where the fault lay. It was on fuch grounds 
as thefe that the farther eflTufton of human blood, the continued ca- 
lamities of war, the interruptions of peaceable and friendly intcr- 
courfe among mankind^ the prolonged diftrefles of Europe, and the 
accumulated miferies of France itfelf, were, by the Government 
of that country, to be juftified to the world. His Majefty and his 
Miniftcrs had entered into the negotiation with perfefl g(X)d faith ; 
had fuffcred no impediment to prevent their profecuting it with ear- 
neftnefs and fincerity ; they had now only to lament its abrupt ter- 
mination ; and to renew in the face of Europe their mpft folemn 
declaration, that whenever the French Government fhould be dif- 
pofed to enter on the work of general pacification, in a fpirit of con- 
ciliation and equity, nothing (hould be wanting on the part of this 
country to contribute to the accomplifliment of that great objed, 
with a view to which His Majefty had already offered fuch eon- 
fiderable facriftces on his part, and which was now retarded only bjr 
the exorbitant pretenlions of France. His Lord(hip concluded 
with moving, 

" That an humble addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, to aflure 
V His. Majefty y that that Houfc alfo.fcU the utmoft concern that 

Vol. 111. F . 
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f' |IU Majefty*s earneft endeavours to cfFeA the r^ftoratlon of peace 
^^ had been unhappily fruftrated, and that the negotiation in which 
^* he. had been .hap[nly engaged had been abruptly broken off by 
i^ the peremptory refusal of the French Government to treat, ex- 
^' cept upon a bafis evidently inadmiffible, and by their having in 
** confequencc required His Majefty's Pl^nipotcntiarj' to quit Paris 
^f within forty-eight hours. 

. ** To thank His Majefty for having diredJed the feveral memo- 
f* rials and papers which had been exchanged in the courfe of the 
^^ late difcufQon, and the account tranfmitted to His Majefty of 
^* its final refult, to be laid before the Houfe. 

" That their Jjord&iips were pcrfedlly fatisfied, from the perufal 
f ' . of thefc papers, that His Majefty's conduft had been guided by 
V a finpere defire to effedl the reftoration of peace, on principles fuired 
f^ to the relative lituation of the Belligerent powers, and eflential for 
ff the permanent interefts of His Majefty's kingdoms, and the 
5' general fecurity of Europe ; whilft his enemies had advanced 
f* pretenfions at once inconfiftent with thofe obje£ls, unfupportec} 
f^ even oq the grounds on which they were profeflfed to reft, and re« 
^* pugnant both to the fyftem eftabliftied by repeated treaties, and 
*^ to the principles and praflice which had }iitherto regulated the 
i* intercourfe of independent nations. 

?f To aftiire His Majefty, that under the proteflion of Provi- 
i* dence, he might place the fulleft reliaace on the wifciom and 
f ^ firmnefs of )iis Parliam<;nt, oq the tried valour of his forces by 
f f fea and land, and on the z^al, public fpirit, and refources of his 
f ^ kingdoms, for vigorous and eifedlual fupport in the profecutioi) 
^* of a conteft, which it did not depend on His Majefty to termir 
f< nate, and which involved in it the fecurity and permanent^n- 
!' terefts of this Country and of Europe." 

The Lord Chancellor, haying f-ead the motion, was about to put 
fhe queftion upon it, when 

The Earl of GUILFORD faid, that in his opinion the prefent 
was the moft unfortunate day this country had ever experienced, 
that day only excepted which had plunged us into the calamities of 
the prefent war. This day was as difgracefu^ to the King's Mi- 
nifters, as it was unfortunate for the country. He could not have 
believed it ppffible that His ^lajefty's Minifters could have fo fsup 
dilgraccd themfelve^ as to have laid on the table fuch papers as were 
pnly a mafs of abfurdities and nonfenfe. He could not help being 
pf opinion, that a great deal of what was advanced by the noble 
Secretary w^s not fupportcd by the faf^s of the cafe. His Lordftiip 
^^lrti^^larl^ adyerted tQ (h^ princijple y^lpi^ tlie Frcnc^x Dixc&pty 

I ■ 
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had confented (h^utcl form the baiis of the negotiation^ and* which 
principle the noble Secretary contended they had at laft dif-- 
claimed. He was of a different opinion. If the Status ante heUum^ 
had been the principle agreed on, he Was ready to admit that the 
FrencIT had departed from that principle ; but that was by no means 
the cafe. The principle that was to form the bafis of the negotia- 
tion, was that o( proportional reftitutioii ; and .was there any mati 
living who could fay, that what We offered to be reflored to France 
Was an equivalent to what we afked of her to foftore to our allies i, 
He thought there was rtot a noble Lord in that Houfe that would 
maintain a propofition fo abfurd. It was nororlousi ftotn the paperi 
produced, that His Majefty's fervants had not been fincere in anjr 
part of this buiinefs. Their firft propofal was fuchj that they could 
not reafonably hope it would be agreed to- on the part of France,* 
The reiloration of the Auftrian Netherlands was a Jine qua non ort 
the part of His Majefty, and the Britifh M^nlfter was to continud 
obftinate in infifting on the rcftoradon of every town in thofc pro- 
vinces. He admitted the importance of the Auftrian Netherlands^ 
but could never confent that this exhaufted country (hould gaon with 
the War till they (hould be te-conquered from France, becaUfe hd 
did not think the event very probable ; and he thought it was the 
duty of that Hoiife, to corifider the prefent iituation of the Bulk o^ 
the people of this country; and how far they had been robbed of all 
their comforts* He requefted the Houfe -to confidet the unprece- 
dented expenCe of another campaign, when they could not borrow 
money at 1 2 per cent. No coriqueft could ^ poffibly be made that 
<iould be deeqned a reafonable compcnfation for fo much treafure* 
His Lotdfhip faid, he could by no means agree. to the addrefs that 
had been moved, and therefore he propofed art amendment, ftating 
What he conceived to be the mifconduft of His Majcfty's Minifter* 
thnHigh the whole of the war^ charging them with infincerity irt 
every part of the negotiation, and moving, That a Committed 
might be appointed to inquire into the prefent calamitous fituatioil 
of the Country. * * 

The Earl of DERBY fe!d, he had been an avowed enemy ta 
the >#ar lince its firft Commencement. He had always been of 
opinion that we were under po ncceffity of engaging in it: thaf 
Opinion was now ftrongly confirmed indeed. Did the noble Secre* 
fery^ of State ever read a ncwfpapef \ Was he at all acquainted 
%ith the iituatfon of the labouring poor through the various pafts 6^ 
the country? Was he acquisiinted with the prefent ftate of tradc^ 
Commerce, and manufactures, throughout the kingdom ? In mxif 
of mir oiiRti^a^hiting towns the people had only half A« wag^ , 
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thcjr* formerly received, being only employed a certain number of 
hours in the day. His Lordfhip faid, he had been informed by one 
of the principl Inhabitants of Birmingham, that there were in that 
town no fewer than fourthoufand uninhabited houfes, and that one- 
jburth of the remainder were unable to pay the affeffed taxes/ He 
deiired their Lordfliips to attend to the nature of the Loan by which 
fbe fupplies of the prefent year wqre to be raifed. He thought 
when that fubjeS was fairly confidered they had no preflTing tempta* 
tion to go on with the war. His Lordlhip thought there were 
lymptoms of inflttcerity in the- conduft of the King's Miniflers on 
this bufinefs ; and therefore he was inclined to fecond the amend^i^ 
ment pf his noble friend* His Lordfliip thought that Pondicherry, 
in the Eaft Indies, and St. Martinicp, $t. Lucia, and Tobago, in 
the Weft Indies^ could never be confidered as an equivalent for the 
MUanefe, and the Auftrian Netherlands, which the Fre;ich.werc 
lequired to give to our allies. ^ . 

. The Earl of LIVERPOOL entered into a defence of the 
King's Mintfterd againft the afperfions ca(l on them by the Earl of 
Cuilfprd. His Lord(hip thought, that what we had offered to 
Fra^ice was really an equivalent to what we afked of them to give up«^ 
Their Weft- India Iflands had be,en fuppofed to be the foundation of 
all cheif greatnefe. Jt was reported tha^ the revenue they received 
ftpm that quarter generally amounted to ten millions annually. 
His Lrordftijp >yas certain that there never wa^ pn inftance in the 
memory of any negotiation which had been terminated in fo abrupt 
a manner as that under; confideration. Why did not the French 
Piredlory, when they:Wiere diflatisfied with the propofals from th9 
Britifli Court, bring forward fome counter- projeS of their own } 
His Lordftiip thought it indifputably clear from the whole of the 
correfpondence, that the Dire<9ory, fo far from being really de- 
iirous of peacp, urere determined that the negotiation (hould never 
anive at that ftage where it was poftible for the terms of peace ta 
come under difeuiTion, His Lordfliip thought it alfo clear, that 
the Diredtory had abandoned the principles which they bad agreed 
ihould form the bads of the negotiation. 

.^Lord AUCKLAND declared, that though he, from the bc^n* 
ning of this buftnefs, firmly believed in his confcience that it would 
be attended with no fuccefs., yet he was of opinion, that the experi- 
ment ought to be madp for the fatisfadlion of the country. The 
experiment had been made, and the refult wa& fuch as he expeded. 
He was fo far from thinking with fome noble Liords^ that His Ma« 

fty'a Minifters were to blame, that he thought the country were. 
kr vfiry great obligations^to them for their able and upright^con^ 



Dec. -30.3 debates;'- ' 37 

duQ in die whole of. thi$ tranfafiion. He hoped the fitaafion of 
the difTercnt clafles pf pieople in this country was not quite fo deplora- 
ble as had been'reprefented. He enjoyed a high degree of fatisfac- 
tion, becaufe he believed in his confcience that the country was 
fully able to go through another campaign ; and he had every rea« 
fon to believe that France was by no means in the fame HtuaHnn ; 
this his Lordftiip conceived, was pretty clear from an authentic report 
of the French themfelves, which dated that the defenders of the 
Republic were in the utmoil diftrefs, and expofed to all the horrora 
of nakednefs. That their hofpitals were deAitute of every ncceffary ; 
that they were without fire, in want of medicines, &c. that the pub- 
lic creditoi^, adminiftrators, &c. from one end of the Republic to 
the other were in the extremity of diftrefs, and that the only thing 
organized in the Republic was aflfafllnationt 
. Earl FITZWILLIAM infifted that the enemy had given no 
encouragement. for openijig this negotiation^ They had never re- 
traftcd the in^dmi(fil)le principle advanced in the note to Mr. 
Wickham, nor the q(Fenfi ve decree pf November 1792; encouraging 
the people of other countries tojife up ^gainA their eftiibli(hed Gom. 
vernments. No crrcumftance had occurred to convince him that 
their former proud and dangerous principles did not now exift in ail 
their fo^ce. He infifted there could be no fafety in fraternizing; 
with fuch 2| peoplp; and illuftrated his argument by referring to thd* 
conduct of France toward^^ Genoa, Tufcany,&c. and intimated that 
sis he objeded both to the original mption and the amendment, hei 
ihould^ . after thefe were difpofed of, propofe an ameiuiment ofi 

liUSOWQ, 

The Earl of KINNOUL avowed his independency, and dew 
clared, that be camie to meet the difcufiion of this queftion, without 
giving way to any bias or prejudice. The condudl of the enemy, 
in the courfe of this, negotiation, he confidered as infolent in the exw 
treme, and fuch as ought to be refiflsd. If the conduct of the 
Trench Dircflory betrayed an averfipn to treat on fair and equitable: 
principles, nothing, in bis opinion, remained for this country, butp 
by the cpntinuance of hoftilities, to bring jthem to a calm and fober 
difcuflion. The coodtw^ of this country towards France was manlf ' 
sind ingenuous. No i/xmer did Britain difs^v&c that it pofleiTed a 
Government capable of ncgotiatipg, than His Majefty's Miniftcrs,. 
difdaining all leifer confiderations, ^ laying afide thofc feclingt 
which the condudl of the enemy jtcivied to provoke, adted )With real 
dignity, in their offers to meet that people and Government with' 
propofals of peace on eqpitable terms. The terms which France 
bad formerly iafified on^ in anfwcijt toJ\^. Wickb$(m'$ not^ wercr 
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Indeed^ totally inadmiflible^ and contrary cb the h^s of nations ; but 
no withAanding tbU and other difcouragement^y Lord Malmefbury^ 
without retoming invective by irtvedtive, fuccJeeded in eftabliOiing 
the general principle of mutual eompertfeition ; yet, almoft a& foon 
as this principle was admitted, h Wa^ retrad^ed from and rejected, by 
what he might call, the ultimaturH of fhe enemy ; for, lipon thid 
queAion of compe^fationi no fooner i^as the enemy's relinqutfbing 
Ae Netherlands (their poflTcflllon of tvhich vl^as mod dangerous .to 
thia country) introduced, than the Oovcrnmerit of France refufed 
to enter into any difcuffion^ and brojce off all farther negotiatloni 
Nothing therefore, in His Lordship's opinion, remaihed but for this 
country to exert its vigour, and he truAed" there would be found in 
tty fufficient xdal to profeoute this wat, rather than fubmtt to diiho-^ 
nourable and dangerous conditions of peace. 

The Duke of BEDFORD infifted that Bis'Majefty's Miniftera 
had fubflituted alfertions indead of arguiflents, dtid even thefe werd 
in (bme refpe6ts contradictory. By one, the attempt at negotiation 
was fpoken of in a manner fuited to the folemnity, and by another, 
k was created as a mere experiment, calculated to amufe the people 
of this country ; one Minifter lamented the unfucccfsfulncfs of the 
fieps takerr towards pacifkation ; another obferved, that fome danger 
lirofefrom the n^otiation itfelf ; whilft, by another, it was aflfertcdf 
tfiat the French Republic was determined at all events to continue 
the war. By one, it was flated, that their finances were in a rui- 
nous condition ; and that noble Lord had even publifhed a flate of 
their cefources, in or^er tb prove that they were now annihilated $ 
whilft their determination to continue the war went to prove that 
they ftill had refources left. The noble Secretary had reflefted on 
the French Diredtory for refufing to treat in a manner contrary ta 
the Conftitution and treaties they had formed ; whilft he himfelf 
confidently aiks. Would you have thiis country violate its treaties 
Ivith its allies i On? noble Lord arguesi that the negotiation was 
not broken off* in confequence of any obje6lion occurring in the dif- 
tAiflSon itfelf, but on account of the bafis on which that difeufSon 
Vf2S to proceed; whilft another declares, that that bafis had been 
hid down by them as the principle on which they had always offered 
to tveat« His Grace then proceeded to animadvert on the converfation 
between Lord Mal^efbury and M. Delacroix, and inferred, thaif 
kis Lovdfliip, by hinting at an equivalent for the Netherlands, had 
in a manner admitted the plea of the Dire£lory, and that^ in conf- 
tiQid«5)ion to the treaties fubMing between Britain and her allies ; 
the French Minifter at the fame time, by converling about an equt- 
ttonCy .froveil ihflit^ M vmually admitM fomt eqiuivalem mi^t be 



Dec, y.] DEBATES; 39 

given. His opbiton, his Grace declared, was, that die Netherlands 
might be given up for an adequate confideration. Lord Malmef* 
bury, he obfcrvcd, had requcfted a contre projetp whilft, at the fame 
time, he perfifted in refufing to enter upon any treaty in which the 
French were to retain poffeflion of the Netherlands. From thefe 
circumdances, as well as that of Lord Malmc(bury being left with- 
out a difcretionary power in any matter of importance, his Grace in- 
ferred> that Miniiiers were not (incere in the propofed negotiation 
for peace. He thought that before a renewal of the negotiation, 
Minifters ought to have fatisfied themfelves that the French Diredory 
had departed from the principle they avowed, when they refufed to 
treat widi Mr. Wickham, In his 0{Mnion, Minifters had not onlf 
created fufptcions as to the fincerity of their intentions, but even af* 
forded juft grounds for accufation. They had a£^ed on a princi[de 
of augmenting the power of great ftates at the expencc of thofe which 
were weaker ; fuch, he iaid, was their idea o£ remunerative juAice ! 
By confenting to fuch a principle, Europe would (ink into a 
miferable labyrinth of defpotic arrogance; " .i principle on which," 
iaid his Grace, ^* I (hall make no comment, but leave it to your 
confcience to decide." 

Lord AIJCKI^AND explained, and denied that he had ufed the 
word ** expertmei:>t" according to the meaning in which his Grace 
had thought (it to apply it. 

Earl SPENCER, in anfwer to the Duke of Bedford, denied that 
Lord Malmc(bury's converfation with M. Delacroix was to be re- 
gardcdy either as the bafis of the negotiation, or the caufe of its being 
broken off. The queition^ his Lordihip thought, might be reduced 
within a narrow compafs, and was (imply this, Whether any coun- 
try which wi(hes to maintain its independence, could go on without 
negotiation on the plan adopted by the French Diredory ? He de- 
fied the charge of in{incerity in the conduct of Minifters. Had 
this been their objedl, they would have adopted another mode ; in« 
(lead of which, they had perfevered in their attempts to reftore 
peace, notwithilanding all the ob(tacles which the enemy threw in 
the way. Though he could not allow that they were chargeable 
with any ad of humiliation, neither, would he admit that they had 
pmitted the very (irft opportunity to difcovcr the (incerity of their 
difpofition to reilore the bleflings of peace. From the commence-* 
ment of his z£Mng with Miniiters, his Lord(hip declared that he 
had aded from one uniform principle ; he con(tdered that the ob* 
jeiSls for which the war had been begun, and carried* on, were to 
Iccure the important interefts of this, country, to reftore tranquil- 
lity tp Europe^ and to providi: fof the ipainteqance of that tran* 
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quillity ; and though^ the French DiredJory Had tifiought fit to put 
a violent end to that negotiation, the obje<lS and views of His Ma- 
jcfty's Minifters ftill continued the fame. He denied that Lord 
Malmefljury, in his, converfation with Delacroix, had propofed any 
ultimatum; the laft note of the Directory was adtually the beginning 
of the negotiation on their part ; arid what was their propofal > 
** You (hall accept the bafis of our new- formed Conftitution, which 
engrafts a conquered country into an integral part of our territories.'* 
But, he would a(k, were the laWs and Conftitution of France to he 
paramount to the laws of Europe? The principle advanced by 
France would go to (ubvert all the acknowledged laws of nations* 
Thus, whilft the Directory were requiring an ultimatum from us, 
they were in fadt, giving one themfelves. The only queftion now 
for confideration was. Whether this country, by relinquifliing the 
farther profccution of the war, would give up every thing valuable 
to its intereft ; every principle of good faith with its allies ; and 
what has hitherto been reckoned the public law of Europe ? By 
abiding to one confiftent principle, he did not yet defpair of bringing 
our enerfiies to a better fenfe of what they owed to themfelves, and 
the tranquillity of Europe. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR obje«cd to the affumption of the 
amendment, that the negotiation was not broken off by the French 
Diredory. He confidered the prefent to be a fubjed^ of great in^- 
portance to the honour of that Houfc, the credit of Parliamentary 
proceedings, and the- interefts of the country. His Lordfhip de- 
clared that the , amendment when he read it had furprized and 
amazed him : he doubted whether any iimilar inftance could be pro- 
duced of a negotiation with an enemy being broken off, (no matter 
how), and that circumftance communicated from the Throne to Par- 
liament, that the twohoufes of Parliament, inftcad of fupporting th^ 
^ King, when he threw himfelf upon them forfupport, had put a nega- 
tive upon fuch an application. Could any gloomy imagination fuppofe 
fiich an amendment could be adopted ? what, his Lordfhip afked, 
would be the effeS in this country, and throughout Europe ! He 
infifted, that the amendment in detail was no other than an exag. 
gcration of the power of the enemy, encouraging to them, and dc^ 
prefling to the interefts of this country. The inference to be drawn 
from it was, that this country ntuft fubmit to whatever terms the 
enemy chofe to impofe ; to humble the nation before the Executive 
Dire^ory,'and to invite tliem to put their feet upon our necks! 
He denied the noble Earl's (Guilford) affertion, that the memorial 
prefented to the French Direflory was of a fophifticaljiaturc ; for 
wbat^ he would afk, could contain in plainer terms^ a more la- 
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genuotfs declaration of what England was difpofed (0 furrender, and 
what to demand on behalf of her allies i But, whatever might ht 
the relative value of the compenfations propofed, they had never, in 
faft, been brought under difcuffion. The propofals of England to- 
wards the enemy were generous and liberal ; though France bad 
made no conquers from us, yet England propofed to furrender back 
all the conquers made from that power, only on condition of her 
making foitable returns of the conquefts' made from the Emperof. 
His Lordfhip remarked, that the Government of France had made « 
no reply -to the memorial which had been prefented ; the queftion 
of reciprocal compenfations had never been fairly difcufled ; inftcad 
of this, they required an ultimatum within twenty-four hours ; and, 
in the very aft of doing fo, they recall the very balis of the nego^ 
tiation, to which they had previouily agreed. He would put out 
of view the infolence and arrogance of the lauguage they had ufed^ 
and content himfeir^with obferving, that their whole conduft and 
language difcovered on their part a determination to avoid all dif- - 
cuffion. Thus, faid his Lordfhip, have the Government of France 
barred and double barred the door of negotiation againft you. He 
would afk, was the Houfe prepared to fend up this thing (the amend* 
ment) to the Crown, in preference to declaring that they would 
not fubmit to a proud and arrogant enemy F Would they not 
rather (hew that their fpirit was up to the occaiion, till fuch time as 
die enemy was brought to difcover a better fpirit? He next pro- 
ceeded to remark, that a noble Earl (Derby) had fpoken with appa« 
reht fatisfaftion of the increafing number of bankruptcies. He 
could take upon him confidently to contradid fuch iiatement. la 
the prcfent year, the number was rather more than one fifth lefs 
than the average of the laft twelve years. Until the be^nning of 
December this year, the number was 7 24, and there might be 
about 40 or 50 more fince ; in all lefs than 800, whereas the ave« 
rage number of the laft twelve years was about 1040. The wealth 
of this country was alfo increafing; this, his Lord(hip inferred from 
the furplus of monies brought into Chancery^ amounting to 
960,0001. of which he computed about a clear furplus of 
8oo,oool. of wealth faved during the current year. At no period 
were the manu&6lories more flourilhingthan now ; nor any year in 
which the quantity of Engli(h goods exported was greater. Our 
national wealth and profperity were immenfe. Subfcriptions to the 
Loan of eighteen millions were fent up to a large amount from 
various country towns, even after the loan was filled up. Let this 
be fairly contraAed with the ftatement of France as given by the 
Diredory themfelves. His Lordfhip concluded^ by again infifting. 
Vol. IIL G 
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tliat at no former period of Englifli hiftory, when negotiations were 
broken ofF^ (particularly the conferences at Gertruydenburgh) did 
diofe who then oppofed the Miniilry ever think of bringing for- 
ward a motion like " that thing" which he then held in his hand. 

The Earl of ABINGDON condemned Minifters for not hav- 
ing at a more early period confulted the Affembly of the Nation^ 
He avowed his predilection for Monarchy, and declared himfelf an 
Antigallican ; but thought the anfwer of the Diredlory manly, and 
fiiould vote for the amendment. 

The queAion bein^ called for, a' divifion took place on the 
amendment : 

Contents, - 7 ; Proxy, i — 8. 
Non- contents, 63 ; Proxy, 23 — 86. , 
Majority againft the amendment, 78. 

Earl FITZWILLIAM then rofe to move his propofed amend- 
ment ; and after, a brief recapitulation of fome of his former argu- 
ments, concluded with moving an amendment to the addrefs, in 
fubftance reprefenting the dangerous principles advanced by the 
French Republic, the neceflity of a perfeverance in the conteft, and 
the impropriety of courting any negotiation of peace with France in 
its prefent ftate. 

Earl SPENCER objedled to this amendment. He faid, his 
principles never led him to the length which the noble Earl feemed 
defirous to lead the Houfc. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, he perfectly concurred in opinion 
with his noble friend. 

Lord Fitzwilliam's motion was put, and negatived without a 
divifion. 

The Duke of BEDFORD rofe, and declared his conViflion, 
that this country could neither enjoy peace nor profperity without a 
change of men and meafures : his intention was therefore to 
make a motion to that efFeft : but previous to this, he (hould move 
for an inquiry into the ftate of the nation. He propofed, there- 
fore, to make his motion on Monday fortnight, and moved that the 
Lords be fummoned for that day. 

Lord GRENVILLE declared he (hould not objefl to the in- 
quiry, but only to the time propofed. 

After a few words from the Duke of BEDFORD, the motion 
was put alnd negatived » 

, Lord GRENVILLE then moved, that this Houfe do adjourn 
toTuefday the 14th of February next. Agreed— Adjourned at 
twelve o'clock. 
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Monday y 1'Jth February y 1797. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR read to their Lordftiips a 
meffage from the King refpedling the Order of Council ifTued to 
the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, requiring 
them 'to forbear iffuing any ca(h in payments, until the fenfe of 
Parliament could be taken on that fubjedt.— [For a copy of the 
Meffage and the Order of Council, fee the Proceedings of the 
Houfe of Commons.] 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, it was not then hi^ intention to 
enter into a fubjedl of fo much importance. H6 wi/hed to give ^ 
noble Lords the fame time to confider of it as was ufual in fuch 
cafes, and therefore moved, that this communication from His Ma- 
jcfty be taken irtto confideration to-morrow, and the Lords fum- 
xnoned. — ^Ordered. 

The Duke of NORFOLK then moved, that the Order of 
Council be read ; and the fame being read accordingly, his Grace 
faiy, as this meffage was to be taken into confideration to-morrow, 
he (hould not then go far into the fubjedt. Such an Order of 
Council appeared to him moft extraordinary, and had produced a 
ftrong impreffion on his mind, as it muft alfo neceffarily have done 
on all their Lordfliips, and on the country at large. Although 
this was an Order of Council, he believed the Minifter was the 
mover, contriver, and organizer of all thofe meafures which had fo 
much difgraced the country, and was driving it to ruin. He faid, 
one great caufe of the evil complained of had been totally omitted ; 
and therefore he wiflied to ftate it to their Lordfliips. The great 
fcarcity of gold and filver which was at prefent experienced in. this 
kingdom, arofe in a great degree from the exportation of it, both in 
coin and bullion, to the Emperor of Germany, and our other allies 
upon the Continent ; and therefore the evil now complained of 
would be greatly remedied, if nO more were to be exported. For 
that purpofe, his Grace moved, " That an humble addrefs be f re- 
** fented to His Majefty, that no farther exportation of gold or 
** filver coin, or of gold or filver bullion, (hould take place for the 
** ufe of the Emperor, or any other foreign power, until the fenfc 
** of Parliament be taken on that fubjefl, after a full review of the 
** caufesof the prefent exigencies of the Public, and on which His 
** Majcfty has been this day advifed to iffue a moft extraordinary 
*^ and illegal Proclamation." 

A manabcr of Lords here called out " it was no Proclamation ;!* 
upon which his Grace fubftituted in the place of it, <f Order of 
Cou.cil." 

Q 2 
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The LORD CHANCELLOR read this motion ; after which 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, that as their Lordfliips had deter- 
mined not to take that fubjeS into confideration till to-morrow, he 
did hotchufe to difcufs it to-day, though the noble Duke feemed to 
wifh to decide to-day what was to be difcuffed to-monxJw, He 
would not then enter into any argument upon the coin or bullion 
that had been exported to the Continent. It was probable they 
would have abundant opportunities of difcuflingithe propriety of that 
exportation ; and he had no doubt, when the proper feafon came^ 
that he (hould be able to (hew that the exportation of that money to 
the Emperor was a moft wife and falutary meafure for the Public. 
As the whole fubjeS would begone into to-morrow, he would give 
his negative to the prefent motion. 

The Duke of NORFOLK explained, and faid, his motion 
was collateral to the bufinefs that flood for to-morrow, and nothing' 
prevented their Lordfliips from deciding upon' it immediately. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, this was an attempt, by a fide wind, 
to decide that day upon a part of the fubjeft before there was an 
opportunity of difcufling the reft of it. That difcuffion had been 
put off till to-morrow, and therefore he (hould not then enter 
upon it. 

The Duke of GRAFTON expre(red his aftoni(hment at the 
Order of Council, and conceived it muft produce fome extraordi- 
nary efFefl on the country. Did the noble L6rd bring forward fuch 
a meafure on the ground of high prerogative r or did he mean to 
bring in a bill of indemnity ? His Grace faid, that fuch an order 
was certainly illegal, and that neither HisMajefty, in virtue of his 
prerogative, nor his Council, could take away the rights of his 
fubjeds, and forbid the Bank to pay the debts it owed the 
Public. If the noble Lord would have the goodnefs to ex]^lain pa 
what ground the meafure was brought forward, it would afford great 
£itisfa<9ion to the Public. 

Lord GRENVILLE thought, after the Houfe had agreed to 
poftpone the confideration of the whole of this fubjeft till to- 
inorrow, that the noble Duke had no right to call upon him for ex- 
planation ; but as he was anxious and defirous tp give the ix)ble 
Duke every fatisfaflion, he had no objediion to anfwer his queftion. 
His Lord(hip faid, the Bank were not obliged to obey the Order of 
Council, though he hoped to make it appear, that they aded wifely 
for themfelves, as wcU as the Public, in obeying it. It was com- 
petent to the Bank to aft as they pleafed. They were perfcAly free, 
•nd the Order of Council was not compulfory on them* They 
might, if they pleafed, have refufed to obey it. 

2 
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The Earl of GUILFORD faid, he certainly did not then in- 
tend to go into the bufincfs that ftood for to-morrow ; but he con- 
ceived the motion of h!s noble friend did not at all interfere with it. 
It did not at all (land in the way of the meafure intended to be dif- 
culTed to-morrow, and in whatever way his noble friend's motion 
might be difpofed of, it could not aiFe(S the future confideration of 
this fubjed. He would not then argue the propriety or impropriety 
of at any time fending the coin out of the kingdom ; but certainly 
it was impoflible it could be a right meafure at a moment when His 
Majcfty*s Minifters were obliged to have recourfe to fuch extraordi- 
nary meafures. At the fame time his Lordlhip could not pretend 
to fay, that this meafure might not be beneficial, tt was poflible 
His Majefty*s Minifters might have reduced the country to fuch a 
fiate as even to render the meafure^ extraordinary and illegal as it 
was, indifpenfably neceflfary. He had long thought that the fears 
and alarms which prevailed in the country would produce cvilt 
limilar to thofe that were now experienced ; but it had never en« 
tcred his imagination that they would have been carried to fuch an 
extents He thought the motion of his noble friend would be at- 
tended with the greateft benefit. 

Lord ROMNEY faid, in that awful, critical, and momentous 
(ituatidn of the country, he could not vote for the motfon of his noble 
friend. He did not like the words extraordinary and illegal '^ his Lord- 
ihip thought them improper before the fubjedl was difculfed. He 
was alfo afraid that fuch expreflions going abroad might at that 
moment have an improper efFe£t on the public mind. He at the 
fame time affured their Lord(hips, that if His Majefty's Minifters, 
oi^the proudeft Lord in that Houfe, wifticd to carry the prerogative 
of the Crown beyond its proper bounds, he (hould be among the 
firft to refift it. If this motion came to a vote, he (hould find him^ 
felf uhder the neccffity of voting againft it. 

The Duke of NORFOLK faid, he could have no objeftions to 
pxpunge the words extraordinary and illegal^ provided the Houfe 
were about to agree to his motion. But as they had (hewn no fuch 
difpofition, thcfe words (hould ftand as part of the motion. That 
the Order of Council was extraordinary, he was fatisfied, that no 
poble Lord, that no man in the country, could deny. It feemed 
to be equally clear, that it was illegal ; for it required the Bank not 
to pay money to thofe individuals who prefented their notes, and 
upon the faith of which paythent alone their notes had obtained a 
jcirculation. It had been faid, the Order of the Privy Council was 
not binding upon the Bank. His Grace did not Know what he 
ought to call the Privy Council, whether a Court of Juftlcc, or wha,t 
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was the nature and extent of its jurifdidlion. ! But it was an high- 
conftituted authority, recognized by the Conftitutionofthis country, 
and therefore all its orders muft produce a great efFeft on thofe to 
whom they were direfled. He wifhed to a(k the noble Lord one 
queftion : Was it intended to fend any more money to the Emperor 
of Germany? 

The Duke of GRAFTON faid, if the noble Lord would have 
the goodnefs to anfwer that queftion, it would remove all difficulty ; 
and an affurance that there was no fuch intention, would be mod 
fatisfadory to the country. It would alfo be unneceffary to prefs 
his noble friend's motion to a divifion. 

Lord GRENVILLE replied, that he would not difcufs that 
day a fubje£i: which the Houfe had determined to take into con- 
fideration to-morrow ; and the otily motive for preffing that motion 
was, as he had obfcrved before, by a fide wind to decide a part of 
the queftion. 

The Earl of MOIRA faid, he had not the leaft fufpicion that 
it was intended to fend any more money out of the country ; but as 
the noble Lord had refufed to anfwer the queftion of the noble 
Duke upon that fubjedl, that circumftance would induce him to 
vote for the motion, 

TheN Houfe here divided: Non-contents, 34; Contents, 5. 
Majority againft the motion, 29. — Adjourned. 

Tuefdayj 2 8 /A February, 

The order of the day being read for taking His Majefty's m.effagc 
into confideration, 1 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, that he had but little to trouble their 
Lordihips with in preface to the motions which he would have the 
honour to fubriiit to them. As to the firft, which was merely an 
addrefs of thanks to His Majefty for his gracious communication, 
and affuring him, that their Lordfhips would take it into their ferious 
and immediate confideration, there would be, he believed, but one 
opinion. On the next point, it was almoft unneceflary to ftate, that 
a full inquiry and inveftigation ought to take place on the important 
bufinefs to which the meflage moft particularly alluded. It was 
with much fatisfaftion that he ftated his opinion to be, that the refult 
of fuch an inveftigation would fully and fatisfadlorily prove to the 
Houfe and to the Country, that the fituatiori of the Bank, upon a due 
comparifon between the amount of its outftanding debts and en- 
gagements, and the property and aflfets aQually in their pofltflion, 
— M be found to be in that fituation of affluence and flouriflaing 
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profperity which the Direflors had reprefentcd it to be when they fo 
wifely had agreed to the prefent rcquifition conveyed in the Ordcr> 
of the Privy Council. In inquiring into and inveftigating fo deli- 
cate as well as important a fubje£l^ it muft be obvious that the 
greatcft caution and even fecrecy was neceffary, particularly when 
not only the public and commercial interefts of the country, but the 
internal government and individual interefts of that great Company 
were To deeply implicated, that any imprudent difclofure of the de- 
tails of fuch an inveftigation might be attended with unfair and 
dangerous confequences ; by making the Committee a Seled and 
Secret Committee, every degree of neceffary and ufeful information 
might be obtained, and nothing dangerous need be apprehended ; it 
was therefore his intention to move, that the Committee (hould be 
Secret, and confift of nine Members, fuch as their Lordftiips 
might nominate. He then moved his firft motion, fpr an addrefs. 

The Duke of GRAFTON faid, there could be no difference 
of opinion about the firft of thefe two motions. But he fhould 
have been happy if the noble Secretary of State had given him an 
affurance that this was not an a£l of prerogative. He (hould alfo 
be glad to know, whether it was intended that a bill of indemnity 
(hould pafs. Till an aft of Parliament was obtained, it was com- 
petent to every holder of a Bank-note, who, when he prefented it for 
payment, was refufed money at the Bank, to bring an ^dlion in any 
, of the Courts at Weftminfter againft the Dire<Sors of the Bank. 
That feemed to be fo clear, that his Grace fuppofed no noble Lord 
would be difpofed to difpute it. He fubmitted to the Lord Chan- 
cellor, that till an a<S of Parliament paffed to render paper a legal 
tender, it was competent to any individual who was refufed money 
for his notes at the Bank, to bring an aftion againft it. 

Lord GREN VILLE faid, he thought he had yefterday expreffed 
himfelf fo explicitly on fome points ftated by the noble Duke, that 
no perfpn could have mifuriderftood him. He confidered the mea- 
fure recommended by His Majefty*s Privy Council as not within 
the power of the Crown ; he regarded it as an a6t of ftate arifing 
from neceffity, and which could not be juftified by the ftrift letter 
of the law. At the fame time His Majefty's Minifters had the fa- 
tisfaflion of feeling that, by adopting it, they had difcharged a great 
and important duty to the public ; and he conceived they would have 
failed in the difcharge of that duty, if they had omitted to adopt it. 
If the preffure of affairs did not require it, he admitted His Ma* 
jefty's Minifters had adted with great impropriety ; but if it was 
neceffary, their adoption of the meafure would entitle them to the 
prai/c of every man who loved his country. As to a bill of indem- 



4S , PAkLIAMENTARY [Lords. 

nity, his Lordlhip faid he had not made up hh mind upon the ne- 
ccffity of it, provided this turned out to be a beneficial and wife 
meafure. But if it fhould be the opinion of their IvOrdihips that 
a bill of indemnity was ncceffary to protedt him and the reft of His 
Majefty's Minifters ; fo far from refitting it, he ihould think it his 
duty to propofe it. 

The motion for the addrefs to His Majefty was then put and 
carried nem. diffint. 

Lbrd Grenville having put his fecond motion, 

The Duke of GRAFTON faid, that as to appointing a Secret 
Committee to inquire into the fituation of the Bank, he could not 
help difapproving of fuch a meafure. He was certain it would be 
extremely unfatisfaflory to the country at large. The>^cry idea of 
fecrecy conveyed fomething difagrecable to the mind ; and the lower 
clafifes, who were more liable to entertain fufpicions, would be dif- 
fatisfied with th^t mode of treating the fubjed^. He faw^ nothing 
in the nature of the fubjeft that required fecrecy. He did not know 
any thing that would produce more difagrecable efFe61s on the coun- 
try at large. He wiflicd that the whole fubjeft (hould come fairly 
and openly before their Lordfhips, who would adt upon it as in their 
wifdom they (hould think fit. That was the only honourable way 
in which the fubje<9: could be difcufled. He did not know what 
was the prefcnt ftate of the Bank of England ; but he well remem- 
bered when he had a (hare in His Majefty's Councils, that the aflflu- 
cnce and profperity of that great Company was fuch, that they 
would have wi(hed their enemies to examine their fituation, and to 
be fully acquainted with the ftate of their affairs ; and hemuft ftill 
hope they were in a good ftate till the contrary was (hewn. The 
referring a bufinefs of fuch magnitude and importance as this to a 
Secret Committee, compofcd of nine noble Lords, was a mockery 
on all proceedings. Though his Grace was fure the Houfe would 
be extremely defirous to have the opinions of the noble Lords who 
might compofe the Secret Committee, yet to be bound by their 
opinion, was annihilating the whole power of that Houfe. It pre- 
cluded their Lordfhips from inquiring into the fubjeft, and of form* 
ing a found judgement upon it. It was abfolutely nece(rary that 
their Lordfhips (hould know the ftate of fa6ls ; they muft fee the 
accounts of the Bank ; they muft be acquainted with their debts 
and credits, before they could be in a condition to form a fair 
judgement on the fubjedt. For thefe reafons, his Grace hoped the 
noble Secretary would think an open Committee ought to be pre<- 
fcrred. 

JLord GRENVILLE faid, that he could not agree in o{Mnioi| 
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with the noble Duke that the fituatiori of the Bank ought to be pub- 
licly diicuired in that Houfe. Neither did he agree with him in 
thinking, that by the appointment of a Committee to inquire into 
the points he had ftated> that the power of that Houfe was taken 
away. His Grace had defcribed fuch a mode of proceeding as a 
mockery of all proceedings, and that it was unparliamentary and 
diilionourable, and yet it was notorious to their Lord(hips that it was 
done every day by that Houfe, and in meafures of the greateft 
magnitude and importance. He was clearly of opinion that it 
would be extremely improper to difcufs the concerns of the . Bank 
in the Houfe openly, as many particulars in fuch a cafe would be 
difclofed which ought not to meet the public eye. The Report of 
the Seled Committee would be fubmitted to the confideration of the 
Houfe, who would have no difficulty in forming a judgement upon 
it. His Lordftiip faid he again ,wi(hed to repeat in the moft exprefs 
language, that the Bank of England were not obliged to obey the 
order of the Privy Council, and they had the fame right tp refufe to 
obey it as an individual would have had, if the order had been fent 
to him to pay a fum of money. 

The Earl of GUILFORD faid, he could have no objefHon to 
the firft motion that had been made. by the noble Secretary. He 
could neither approve nor difapprove of the meafure recommended 
by the Order of Council, becaufe he did not know on what grounds 
it had been adopted. For any thing he knew to the contrary, it 
might be abfolutely neceilary, though it was now admitted on all 
l^nds that it was both extraordinary and illegal. As to a Secret 
Committee, he had firong objediions to it. It was a mode o^fmug-" 
gling bufincfs through that Houfe, and giving up all their power and 
right of judging to nine individuals. This would furely be dcgra^v 
ding to the Houfe, however refpedable that Committee might be*. 
Belides he faw no neceflity for it. By the Statetnent of the noble 
Secretary, the Bank of England was in a moft ^ourilliing ftate. If 
that was fo, what objedion could he have to this meafure being dif-^ 
cufled publicly in that Houfe. So far frotfi injuring them, if they 
were in that jflouri(hing fituation, it muft be extremely advantageoua 
to the Company that the profperous ftate of their affairs (hould be 
laid before the public. If the bufinefs went to a fecret CommitteCi^ 
it would totally preclude that Houfe from forming any judgement 
on the fubjedl:, and therefore he hoj^d their Lordlhips would not 
agree to any fuch meafure. 

TheE^rl of LIVERPOOL thought, if the Committee were 
only to inquire into the fubjc£l> and not to report their opinion on it, 
ifith the rea^tit Ujpoa which Ht^t opinion was {qw4^, tiM there 
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might bp jToihe ground for what fevecal noble Lords had alledged, 
namely, that the power of deciding would be taken away from that 
Hpufe. But there was no foundation for that obfervation in this 
cafe, as the motion went to authorixe the Committee not only tQ in- 
quire,, but alfo to report, and to aflign the ground of that report ; 
iR^hat difEculty could the Houfe have, when that report was fubmitted 
to their confideration and di&uflion, in forming a correal judgement 
^ upon it? They would have the fame means of judging of it, as 
upon any other fubje£l which had been previoufly fubmitted to the 
coniideration of any Committee whatever. 

The Duke of BEDFORD objeSed to the words of the latter 
part of the motion, and to the Committee being a Secret Comiliittce. 
H^ did not know, he faid, that there was any neceflity for the invef- 
tigation of a Secret Committee ; there might be, but he was not pre- 
pared to admit it. Be that as it might, he could not conceive that 
their Lordfliips wef e to determine a great national queftion, of fuch 
immenfe importance as the prefent, on the report of nine Lords, 
be they who they might. The words of the rcfoiutioo, as they 
now ftood, were, that the Committee do report on the neceflity of 
confirming and continuing the meafure adopted by the minute of 
CounciU This was neither more nor lefs than to pay no morecafh 
to the public creditors, but only Bank paper; Of the real exi- 
gency which induced His Maje{ly*s Minifters to iiTue this minute^ 
he (hould not fpeak, b^caufe he was not poiTefled of fuch informa- 
tion as to enable him to form a proper judgement of it. The no- 
ble Secretary of State had, however, mentioned the public mind bfe- 
ing agitated and alarmed by unfounded and exaggerated reports of 
an invafion. Who, he would afk, were the firft raifers and pro- 
pagators of. thofc reports ? Mihiftcrs themfclves. They began the 
prefent fefiion by putting it into the mouth of their Sovereign to tell 
the people, that he. feriouAy exped^ed an invaiion would fpeedily 
take place. They followed up this intelligence with a firing of bills, 
fraught with every fpecies of folly that man could well think of, to 
the general and great annoyance of the country. They had given 
eioery degree of currency to the reports of invafion, by, every ttieans 
they .had purfued, and now they came and prefaced the necefTity of 
the prefent unexampled meafure, by alledging that the minds of the 
poopjte were agitated and alarmed by *^ unfounded and exaggerated 
tepona of an invafion." Their Lordlhtps had long been in the habit 
of paying greater deference, and putting morfe confidence in the af- 
fertfons of the noble Secretary than he was inclined to do. He 
trufted iftieir Lord(hips now began to BtidAit ^onfiiiei^e h&d been 
caraedtoo luv How eould th«ir i^i^tp^ Hofr- nlym th« aiftciv 
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tion, that the alarm of ^nvafion which at prefent pervaded the pub- 
lic mind was ^* unfounded and exaggerated!" What, was it an 
idle and exaggerated alarm when twenty thoufand men had afiually 
been fent> and part of them had appeared off the coaft of Ireland ; 
where, had it not been for the interference of the elements, the 
whole would have been landed ? Had not a body of men been ac- 
tqally landed on a part of this illand ? He by no means thought 
that thiS} in itfelf, was any real fubjedt of alarm, but connedled with 
the other, and with the general preparations of the enemy, it (hewed 
their intention, and proved beyond a doubt, that the alarm of invafion 
could not truly be faid to be " unfounded," however it might be, as 
alarms are liable to be, fomewhat ^^ exaggerated." His Grace 
faid, he thought the words in the motion, after the word Report^ 
ought to be left out; and he moved the fame accordingly. 

Lord GRENVTLLE oppofed this motion, and contended that 
thefc words were abfolutely neceffary. It was neceffary, he faid^ 
from the very nature of the trianfadion, that the Committee to be 
appointed (hould be^a fecret one ; and it was alfo iie(:eflary that 
the Report of that Comniittfee (hould be laid before their Lordfliips^ 
in order for the Houfe to form a proper judgement as to what deps 
it would be moft prudent and advifeable to adopt in confequence. 
His Lordfliip then noticed the exprcffions which the Duke of Bed- 
ford had ufed ^s to His Majefty*s MiniAers, which as far as regarded 
himfelf, he faid, made no impreffion on him ; but he thought his 
Gfrace had not (hewn that refped which was due to the Legiflature, 
when he had alluded to z&^ palTed by them, and ftated them to be 
fraught with every fpecies of folly. 

The Earl of FAUCONBERG rofe, he faid, to vindicate the 
condti£i of Government with refpe£l to the meafures taken for the 
domeftic defence of the country. He particularly praiCqd the Inde- 
pendent Corps and the Volunteers ; and paiTed feveral encomiums 
on the exertions made in this refpeft, in the Weft-Riding of York- 
ihire, of which a noble Duke then prefent (Norfolk) was Lord LieM- 
tenant. Thefe troops, inftead of being an annoyance, had proved 
the means of defence, and of prefervii^ tranquillity. A recent in* 
(lance was an indifputable proof of their utility. 

The Duke of BEDFORD explained, and faid, that he w?is 
very forry if, in the warmth of argument, he had ufeS any terrt) qr 
cxpreflion which could by any means be conftrued to be difrefpe<3ful 
to Ac Legiflature. His meaning went only to the (hare His Ma- 
jcfty's Minifters had in framing the bills he had alluded to. He 
appealed to the, Houfe, whether in a fortnight after they were 
pafled, fn(h a^s b^ not followed ;n order t« amend them, and 
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after all, one of them was now in fuch a ftate that nobody knew 
how to aft upon it. He had, however, made a blunder in his cx- 
preffion. His Majefty's Minifters, to be fure, never made blunders. 
They had never made a blunder fince the commencement of the 
prefent war. In his warmth he had aecufed them of an aft di folly. 
If he had maturely weighed the word before he fpoke it, he, per- 
haps, (hould have applied to them an accufation of a deeper dye* 

The Duke of GRAFTON faid, jthat his opinion was ftrongly 
againft a Secret Committee ; and he alfo difapproved the idea of 
the Report of that Committee being the ground- work of any fu- 
ture proceeding of that Houfe. The meafure in queftion was one 
of the mod important that ever came before Parliament, and he 

' thought their Lord (hips could not come to any final determination 
on it, without a full and complete knowledge of every circum- 
Hance which gave rife to it. The Committee ought, therefore, to 

♦ be an open one. He begged the Houfe to beware how they touched 
fo delicate a firing as that of public credit. He fupported the ob- 
jeftion of the Duke of Bedford to the words in queftion. By thefc 
words the Secret Committee were to make their report on " the ne- 
ceffity of confirming and continuing the meafure adopted in the 
minute of Council." By the conftruftion the Bank had put upon 
this minute, they had advertifed that they would pay the dividends 

' in paper. He begged their Lordfhips to recolleft, that the faith of 
Parliament flood pledged that the dividends (hould be paid in cafli ; 
and if this was broke in upon, he feared the ftab would be given to 
the public credit and faith of the nation, which would occaiion a 
wound in it hardly ever afterwards to be healed. 

Lord AUCKLAND oppofed the n^otion of the noble Duke. 
He contended that the words were neceffary, becaufe as the Com- 

" mittee muft be fecret, their report on the fubjeft could not be dif- 

' penfed' with. He was forry for the afperity with which the Duke 
of Bedford had fpoken. |ie hoped they would conduft this bufi- 
nefs with temper, coolnefs, and moderation : if we do not, faid his 
Lordfhip, " the country is ruined." 
' The Duke of NORFOLK expreflcd his concern that he was 
not prefent when the bufineft was firft oj^ened. He confeflScd he 
was of opinion that the Committee ought not to be a fecret, but an 
''6peri one. Th^re was one thing, however, which he did not per- 
feftly comprehetid, ^nd that was, whether the minute of the Coun- 
cil had been made with the approbation of the Court of Direftors > 
He hoped, therefore, the noble Secretary would have the goodnefs 
to refolve him that queftion. 

Irord GREN VILLE faid, that he had occafion To often tp 
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trouble the Houfe, he was fomewhat furprized that the noble Duke 
ihould now cfiU upon him to anfwer a queftion which was anfwered 
by the iirft part of his fpeech, but which the noble Duke did not 
hear, becaufe he had thought proper to be at his dinner. 

The Duke of NORFOLK replied, that it was not cuftomary 
with him to trouble the noble Secretary with queftions. He cer- 
tainly was not prcfcnt at the opening of the bufinefs, not becaufe he 
chofe to be at dinner, but becaufe he was engaged in fome public 
buiinefsy the refult of which he wanted to difpatch by the poAs ; 
he (hould not otherwife, he faid, have drawn on himfelf the flip- 
pant exprcffion of the noble Secretary, which he was furc he had not 
defer vcd. 

The Marquis of »LANDSDOWNE faid, that the queftion of 
that day was of fo awful and portentous a nature, that he bad not 
ventured to rife to deliver any fentiitients which had occurred to 
him, until he had heard the opinions of other noble Lords, and 
had collected from His Majefty's Minifters fome information of the 
courfii of conduft which they intended to purfue. He had long 
forefeen and foretold the prefent exigency ; he had warned that Houfe 
repeatedly of the horrific dilemma into which they were now 
brought ; he had meditated upon the difailrous fyfiem of wade, 
profufion^ indiBerence, and diAradion, that were calculated to bring 
on the evil ; and noble Lords would do him the juftice to recolle<9:, 
that not one feflionhad pafled over fincc the year 1793, in which 
he had not, to ufe a vulgar, but a ftrong, exprcffion, hored their Lord- 
fhips with his prophetic admonitions. ^His mind had been ear'y 
taught a mod facred reverence for that moft delicate and indefinite 
thing, called public credit, A fmall pamphlet, but a moft able 00.% 
had been put into his hands and recommended to his ftudy : it w is 
the produftion of a great and diftinguiftied Member of F'arliament 
(Harley, Earl of Oxford). That noble author illuftrated the na- 
ture of public credit by faying, that it was to the people of Great 
Britain what the foul of man was to. his body. It was pure foul : 
it was immaterial in itfelf, and yet it was that which gave to fub- 
ftance its functions. It was not the caufe, but the efFe(5t ; it flowed 
from the happy oiganization of all the parts of the material body. It 
was not to be created ; it was not to be forced : its prccife feat in* 
the body politic could not be difcovered ; it at once pervaded over 
and proceeded out of thef whole. It both gave and received iis ani- 
mation and its exiftence. It was not property, for no branch of the 
body could call it its own. It was not the King's credit ; it was not 
the credit of Parliament ; it was public credit. It was that thing 
which fprung from the happy concodlion of all the vital juices of 
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Ihe national framcy which proceeded ff om the n^^ dtftribution of our 
]»rt$, and their mutual co-operatioh ; which gave to the national 
fyQiem a fyinpathetic Gonneiftion^ an unity of adion, a correfpondence 
and promptitude which in matter of finance is known by the name 
jpf pud3uality. This public credit was the foul of Ei^land ; it 
was that which carried the nation to a height infinitely beyond its 
numerical power. It was our credit thdt fet all the calculations of 
political arithmetic at defiance ; it 4erided the cold diffidence of thoCe 
who judged of our means by the geograpliical limits of the ifland, 
or the vifible numhef' ojf its people: Public qredit did not^ven 
look to fecurity as its balis, it always contie6ted fecurity with punc- 
tuality. Many noble Lords with their 2o,oool. a year would 
find it difficult to procure the loan of a thoufand pounds on an 
emergency, though they had perfc6t fecurity to offer, when a neigh- 
bouring tradefman, with a capital of, perhaps, only a few huiW 
drcds, would find the loan wkh fecility. Why was this ? It was 
thekmwn pun6luality of the one placed againft the known want of 
punSusdity in the other : it was becaufe the lender knew that the 
merchant: was tenacious of a/credit about which the nobleman was 
indifFerent. / Thi$ was the character of England. This it was 
that had diflinguifhed us from all the other x^ations of the earthy 
and particularly from France : there every thing had been called^ 
and every thing had depended on the King's credit ; here all de- 
pendence was on the nation : there a diforganized fpirit of expence 
iheltered itfelf under the credit of the Grand Monarque ; here 
every thing contributed to, as every thing flowed again from, the 
"^untain of public credit ; and the adminiliration of the country 
was, in reality, nothing more than a committee for the manage- 
ment of this credit. To afcribe the (hock that had been given to it 
\o the idle (lories of unfounded and exaggerated alarms, was ridi- 
4:uIqus. It proceeded from deep, progreffive, accuniulated caufes ^ 
fsaufes which all thinking men had long deplored, and which had 
teen growing to a head under dio unhs^py and ill-requited confi- 
dence which their Lordlhips had placed in the King's Minifters. 
|t was material to endeavour to afcertain the caufes th^t had brought 
12S to this dilemma. One cajiife was manifefl — the inordinate in- 
creafe of expence, of places and eftablifhments in every corner of 
the empire. This had been growing to a height beyond every thing 
that the mind could conceive;. it was incredible and fcandalous; 
the increafe of fees, of falaries, of places «and pcnfions, of new 
boards of commiffion, and new appointments of aU kinds, hki not 
only ferved to open all the gates of wafte and profufion, but tp beat 
4own and deftroy all the checks of control^ and all the means of 



Fib. a«.] DEBATES. ^5 

€one&ion. Wafte and extravagance had been fyftematized ; one 
fcene of abufe countenanced and proteded another, and all the 
comers of the earth were witneflfes to the ruinous wafte of the tvea<» 
fures of England. Another, and a ftill more dangerous fource of 
diforder which had fprung up during the prefent Adminifiration^ 
was the want of unity and correfpondence among^ the different 
branches of office. This was the common obfervation ; it was 
vifible in every department ; every office feemed to be lord of its 
own willy and every office {cemed to have unlimited power over the 
purfe of the nation, inftead ef their being, as the fpirit of the Con- 
iHtution dired^d, under the conftant check of the Trcafury. If he 
could truft to well-founded information, every branch of office pro- 
jeded its own fchemes, had its own expeditions, and of courfe put 
its hand at pleafure into the purfe of the nation ; nay, this diftrac* 
tion was not even confined to office at home ; but every man ia 
every one of our foreign fettlements, had alfo his own projects, his 
own kdyentures, his own fchemes of fortification, and his own 
(burces of expence ; fo that every man upon every foreign ffai- 
tion thought himfelf at liberty, and found himfelf fo, to exercife un- 
retrained authority over the Treafury of England. That this want 
of concordance and want of correfpondence did a(5tually fubfift, not 
one of their Lordfhips who wc^ in the habit of converting gene- 
rally in the world would^ difpute. They had a glaring proof of it 
HI a paper upon the table* Let any noble Lord look at the paper 
of the Extraordinaries of die Army, and he would fee the full con- 
firmation of all that he had ftated ; and it was fair to reafon, that, 
if this audacious abufe was fuflered in one department, it would be 
piadifcd in all. Another caufe of our prefent ihotk was, un- 
cteubtedly, the war : it was contemptible to fay, that fending money 
out of the kingdom did not make us poorer ; it was contemptible 
to tell us, that, becaufe it did not go forth in fpecie, it was there- 
fore no diminution of our wealth ; it was a great fatal fource of de- 
creafe, it diminiibed the reprodu6live power of the country, and it 
wajs found in the annual deficiencies of our. revenue, which again 
became another caufe of the prefent dilemma ; for the Minifter had, 
year after year^ to pradife new expedients for the .concealment or 
the fupply of this deficiency ; and thus it was that, year after year^' 
they had been kept in a ilate of dduiion, which, more than any ^ 
thing elfe, was mortal to the delicate frame of public credit. It had 
been faid that, in this continued delufion, the Minifter had difplayed 
uraht of integrity, as well as wantof ability ; that the delufions were 
too .grofs for mere folly to coinmit ; and diat no rational explanation 
wuldbegivQB^thc^midud in ivhicbhe had perfsvered folcng, 
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cxcqjtthathc vvsas both incapable and difhoneft. ' Hcconfcffcd that 
he did riot incline to either of thefe fiippofitions : he could fee no 
reafon to believe that the Minifter could be indifferent to the fate of 
his country, nor did he imagine that it could be mere want of abi-* 
lity, fuch entire ignorance of arithmetic, as could make him calcu- 
late ten millions (hort of the fum that he wanted within two 
months. He believed that it was not want of ability, but want 
of power — it was that want of authority over the other departments 
of cxpence which, ought to refide with the firft Lord of the Trea- 
fury, and which, by want of intimate correfpondence anfl connec- 
tion with the other departments of office, he had fatally fuffered to 
flip through his hands. It ufed to be the diftinguilhing feature of 
the Britifh Adminiftration, that the Treafury was its heart : it dif- 
tributed the neceffary nouri(hment to the other parts ; and every 
thing flowed from it, as the commanding centre : the other depart- 
ments were neceflarily fubordinate. The noble Duke, in his eye, 
could, perhaps, be able to fay how infignificant a part a mere Secre- 
tary of State had to play when the Firft Lord of the Treafury ex- 
erted his powers, and thwarted the meafures in which he did not co- 
incide— [We fuppofe the noble Marquis alluded to the Duke of 
Leeds]. — But this central point of control had been unhappily con- 
ceded, and the Firft Lord of the Treafury, wliich ufed to confer the 
title of Premier, had now fiink into a refemblance of the Treafurcr 
of France, under the ancienne regime. In France the Treafury lay 
at the mercy of each department — the Minifter of Marine, the Mi- 
nifter of the Exterior, the Minifter of the Interior, and fo forth, 
drew upon it at pleafure, and they all knew the confequences— ^ 
inordinate expence, cqnfufion, diftruft, violation of faith, l:>ank« 
ruptcy, and revolution. Such was the ftate of France. Unhappily 
for England, we had made three ftages in this fatal careen Good 
God ! what a fcene was opened to the eyes of Engliflimen. He did 
not dare to approacli the; meafure of Sunday laft ; he had not yet 
ceafed to fliudder at it ; he would not dare to fay one w6rd as to its 
prudence ; he only would admonifti their LordOiips, that upon the 
condud of the Legiflature, in this momentous crifis,' depended the 
fiitc of England. They were brought to a tremendous brink, where 
one finglc. error,. onejfingle. flip of the foot, would precipitate them 
to ruin. He had the utmofl; and moft facred confidence In the Bank 
of England ; their probity and their aUlity were undoubted ; it was 
totally indifferent to him whether there was a Secret Committee or 
not ; he was confident that they could fafely come to the bar of that 
Houfe and prove, in the face of the worid> that they were equal to 
'^eirown engagements^ that tbey^Je^dcdii^ttii^g but the in^ 
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tcrfcrencc of the State, and this intcrfcncc it would be well for their 
Lord(hips to guard againft. This was the rock upon which alone 
we could fplit. To the j-eport of a Committee of nine noble Lords, 
who (hould confine themfelves to the (ingle obje£l of examining the 
ability of this company, he had no objedtion ; in his mind, too, it 
ought to be a Secret CoDimittee, not becaufe there ought not to be 
the utmoft publicity in every thing that regarded the pecuniary Aate 
and circumftances of the nation, but becaufe the Bank of England 
was a private Company, and Parliament had no right to inquirs 
and pry into their affairs. Taking it for granted, however, that it 
was at their own invitation and exprefs defire, he had no objeflion to 
the appointment of a Committee of nine Lords of high and known 
honour, who fhould (Iridtly confine themfelves to the examination 
of their funds and their engagements — no farther. He would not 
venture one ftep beyond this examination, and therefore all the latter 
part of the motion, and every thing which looked like, or bore the 
leaft affinity to, force, he muft objedl to. The only way in which 
the meafure could be countenanced, was as a meafure of perfuaiion ; 
he was forry to have feen in the Order of Council fo impropei^ a 
term as the word " require :" it was a word unknown to the law, 
and which ought not to have been ufed ; it was an importation from 
France. Requifition carried with it the idea of terror, which could 
only be carried on by force. He deprecated this dreadful feeling ; it 
ought to have been a recommendation, not a requifition to the Bank^ 
and they muft never lofe fight of the neceffary caution to be obfervcd 
in this refped. The firft error muft be repaired ; if an attempt 
fhali be made to ufe force, we are gone as a people. *' Mark my 
prophecy, my Lords," exclaimed the noble Marquis, ** and do not 
difdain the counfel, while yet in time. If you attempt to make 
Bank notes a legal tender, their credit will perifh. They may go 
on for a time ; but the confequcnc? is certain. No art, no ikill, 
no power, can prevent their, falling to a difcount. We do not 
fpeak upon conjcdlure ; the thing is matter of experience. A. fever 
is as much a fever in London as in Paris or Amfterdam ; and the 
confequences of a ftoppage of payment muft be the fame in what- 
ever country it (hall happen^ The fall will be flow, perhaps, and 
gradual for a time ! but it will be certain. A few months may 
bring to the recoUcdlion of your Lordfhips with contrition, the pro- 
phecy that I have now made to you.** He would conclude with 
&ying, that he had not had time to converfe with feveral gentlemen, 
for whofe authority on fuch fubjedls he had high regard ; but in me- 
ditating on the confequences of the meafure that morning> many 
horrible efFedts had prcfcnted themfelves to his mind. The dangq: 
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that they had"to apprehend from forgery, was n6ne of the Icaft of the 
evils ; we Ihould have the rc-aflion of the blow we had ftruck at 
France ; we had made our bafc inftrumcnts adepts in the fcience, 
and It was not to be cxpcded that they would fuffer the opporturtity 
to pafs unimproved. Another evil ^as, that of jobbing in Mils and 
mortey. ■ Adventurers ,of all defcriptions would ftart up, the pre- 
cious metals would difappear, and every article would bear two 
prices, one for money, and one for paper. Another, and a mon- 
ftrous, evil would be, that it would open the door to unlimited ex- 
penditure, and we fhould have not merely ,a continuance of the war^ 
iut all the frantic and delufive expeditions which were now projefted 
would be fatally put into execution. He warned Minifters againft 
All this. He warned them againft the folly of attempting the Spanifh 
South- America poffeflions. In three or four years they would fall 
away from Spain thcnrrfclves ; a greater good could not be done to 
Spain than to relieve them from the curfc of thefe fetflcmcnts, ^and 
make them an induftrious people like their neighbours. A greater 
evil could not happen to England th^n to add them to our already^ 
Over-grown poffeflions. He equally objefle^ to our idle chimera of 
an expedition to Port Ferrajo, and to our difaftrous cortquefts in the 
Weft Indies. It was a clear candid propofition of peace, iiccompa- 
nied with a rigorous economy of expence, that could alone re- 
cover us from the fhock that this Order of Council had given to 
public credit. 

' The LORD CHANCELLOR came from. thcL woolfack to 
Ittake a' fingle obfervation upon the latter part of wliat fell from the 
hobk Marquis. He had deprecated the idea of forcing Bank 
paper into circulation, by making it a legal tender. He thought it 
juft ncceffary to fay, that it had never entered into the contempla* 
tfon of His Majcfty's Minifters to ufe any forcible means. It was 
impoffible to fay, in this ftage of the bufinefs, what plan the wifdom 
of the Legiflature might devife, upon the report of the Com- 
mittee ; but he could take upon himfelf to fay, that it never yet 
had been conceived that it would be wife or prudent to make Bank 
notes a legal tender. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWNE expreffed confiderable fatis- 
fadlion at the information imparted to him by the noble and learned 
Lord oa the woolfack, and faid, he was extremely happy to find 
fuch were the fcelingsf and fentimcnts of Minifters. Had he known 
as much before he be^n his fpeech, it would have faved him and 
the Houfe fome time. He flattered himfelf that, by lenient mea- 
lures and perfuafive means, the good fenfc of the country might be 
tvorkcd upon to producq the bappicft effc6ls. 
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Lord GRENVILLE thought it ncceflaiy to obfervc, that it wa». 
altogether unreafonable to allude to the nature of any meafure that 
might be adopted hereafter. There was nothing in the motion, 
upon the table that called for an opinion on the fubjc<Sl. The latter 
part of the motion went fimply to empower the Committee to ftate 
their opinion a^ to the neceffity of confirming and continuing the 
prefent meafure. It was impoffible, therefore, to anticipate what it 
might be proper to do. 

The qucftion ,was put on the Duke of Bedford's motion- 
Contents, 12; Not Contents, 78. 

The original motion was then put, and carried without a 
divifion. 

Frldayy 3^ March, 

The Duke of BEDFORD complained, that the bufincfs rela- 
tive to the Bank had been hurried through the Houfe at aq unufual 
hour yefterday, and that, when he came dowp, to his furprize, he 
found their Lordftiips had adjourned. He did not mean to oppofc 
the Bank-note bill, but nfteant to give his fcntimcnts on that fub- 
je6^. Minifters had a6led with precipitancy on the occafion. He 
fa id that on Monday he fhould fubmit a motion to the Houfe pn 
the fubjeft of an inquiry into this and other important matters. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR wifhed the noble Duke to re- 
collect, that the Houfe had agreed the bufinefs of yefterday fhould 
commence at two o'clock. There could qot therefore be any fur- 
prize in the bufinefs. 

The Lord Chancellor then ftated to the Houfe, that the Marr 
quis of Lanfdownc, by forgetful nefs, had come to the Houfe on 
Tuefday laft, and without the ufual formality of taking the oaths 
required of every Peer in each new feflion of Parliament, had de- 
livered his fentiments in that Houfe, and voted on a queftion, con- 
trary to the ftatute in that cafe made and provided. The penalties 
of this ftatute, which paflcd in the reign of William the Third, were 
great ; but as this happened through inadvertence, His Majefty haa 
been moft gracioufly pleafed to affent to thfe bringing in a Bill of in- 
demnity, to relieve the noble Lord from his prefent dilemma. 

The bill was read a firft time. ' 

N. B. The penalties by the aS of William for any Peer voting 
in Parliament, without having taken the oaths, are, " that he ftiall 
be confidered as a Poptjh recufant convict ; that he (hall be incapa;- 
citated to fit in Parliament j that he (hall be difabled to hold ^any 
office or place of profit or truff, civil or military, to profecute a f\^t 
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in any court, to be a guardian, executor or adminiArator, to receive 
any legacy or deed of gift, apd (hall for every fuch wilful offence 
forfeit 500I. to be recovered by any common informer." 

Monday^ 6th March. " , 

, The Earl of CHATHAM brought up the Report of die Secret 
Committee appointed to afcertain the total amount of ^he outftand- 
ing debts of the Bank of England, and of the Funds for difcharging 
the fame. The report of the debts and Funds of the Bank exa6Hy 
correfpond with that prefented by the Committee of the Houfe of 
Common^ to that Houfe, on Friday laft. The Committee were of 
opinion that a confiderable drain of fpecie from the Bank had been 
in a great meafure owing to exaggerated and ill-founded alarms in 
various parts of the country, and that it would be advifcabW to make 
an advance to the bankers, to affift them in anfwering thefe demands 
from the country, to the amount of fifty thoufand' guineas. The 
Report was read, and ordered to be laid on the table. 

Earl SPENCER (Firft Lord of the Admiralty) rofe and expreffed 
the higheft and moft heartfelt fatisfa£tion that it (hould fall to his 
lot to offer a motion which he was fure muft meet with the unani- 
mous confent and approbation of the Houfe, and which could not 
fail to give the moft univerfal joy and gratification to the whole 
country. What he h^d to rcqueft of their Lordibips, was certainly 
one of the higheft honours which could be conferred upon any fub- 
je(S of this kingdom. He exulted, however, iri the idea, that ex- 
alted and great as the honour was, there never had been an occafion 
in the annals of our hiftory, in which it was niore defervcdly con* 
ferred, or more merilorioufly earned. He thought, after what he had 
faid, it was needlefs to mention, that he alluded to the late fplendid 
and glorious viflory obtained by the fleet under the command of 
that gallant officer. Admiral Sir John Jervis, over the Spanifti fleet. 
The whole of the kingdom were now in pofleflion of the brilliant 
exploit ; and he believed there was but one opinion on the fubjed, 
an opinion that the achievement was one of the moft gallant and 
glorious that this country had ever known. He felt himfelf totally 
inadequate to the taflc of furnifliing words fufiiciently ftrong to ex- 
prefs the warmth of his feelings upon the fubjeS. He would not, 
therefore, trefpafs longer on the time of their Lordihips, but proceed 
to read the motion which he (hould have the honour to fubmit to 
the Houfe : 

" That the thanks of this Houfe be given to Admiral Sir John 
^* Jervisj^ Knight of the Batbi for the brilliant and deciiive vifloij 
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*< obtained over the Spaniih fleet on the 14th of Fcbnaiy, by the 
<^ fleet under his command, and that the Lord Chancellor do tranf- 
" mit the fame to Sir John Jervis." 

The Duke of BEDFORD aflured the IJoufe that he did not 
rife to give the fmalleft oppofition to> or throw the leaft impediment 
in the way of, the motion now made by the noble Earl. On the 
contrary, he was only forry to find that fome higher or farther honour 
had not been thought of by His Majefty's fervants in addition to 
that of the thanks of their Lordfhips. He begged the Houfe to 
believe, that he did not mean to leflen, or in any way difparage the 
value of the honour conferred by the thanks of the Houfe ; but he 
could not help thinking, that where aaa£tion was allowed fo far to 
furpafs every other of that kind which had preceded it, as he thought 
this did in point of gallantry and enterpri^, the reward (hould in 
proportion be equally extraordinary. He believed His Majefty's 
Minifters were rather delicately (ituated in this refpe6l. He did 
not wi(h to embarrafs them. They might, perhaps, feel delicate In 
coming forward of themfelves, but on the fuggeftion of other noble 
Lords, they might be rid of that delicacy. He, therefore, made 
this fuggeftion to the King's Minifters', in hopes they would be in- 
duced to a6l upon it, if not, that fome other noble Lord would give 
it his confideration, and ground fuch a motion upon it as (hould 
tend to confer that lafting honour upon the gallant Admiral, which 
fo brilliant an achievement really deferved. 

The Duke of CLARENCE rcqucfted the indulgence of their 
Lordftiips' attention for a few moments, till he delivered fome fliort 
obfervations on the truly glorious event which now engaged their • 
confideration. He had carefully looked over the naval hiftory of 
this country, from its earlieft period to the prefent moment, and in 
doing fo, he was convinced that this was a(^ually the moft glorious 
and fplendid a£tion that had ever taken place. Among the vi£to- 
ries which had from time to time been obtained by the fleets of 
this country, the fuperiority in numbers had generally been on our 
fide ; it was fo, he believed, even at the battle of I^a Hogue. This 
viftory had, however, been achieved under fuch an immenfe difad- 
vantage in point of numbers, on the fide of that gallant officer, to 
thank whom was the obje<St of the prefent motion, that he Ihould 
think himfelf wanting in that duty which he owed to his country, if 
he did not on the prefent occafion fpeak his fentiments, as a profef- 
lional man, upon an a6lion which he thought tranfcended all praife. 
It was clear, from the aftoniihing inequality in point of numbers, 
that the brilliant vicSlory which had been obtained by Sir John Jervis 
niuft be owing to the great fuperiority of ikill and profeflionai abi^ 
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]ity in that gallant Admiral, and alfo to that wonderful dlTcipliilG - 
\iFhich he always took care to keep up in every fleet under his conn- 
mand. Of this he had been witnefsj when he was in a very fub- 
ordinate fituation, under the command of this excellent of^cer. 
He had alfo witnefled it in the year 1 790, in the cafe of the Ruflian 
armament. The fleet prepared for that occafion, was brought to » 
fuch a ftatc of difcipline, by Sir John Jervis, that Lord Howe, on 
coming to take the command of it, had returned him public thanks 
for his admirable and effe6tual exertions in that refpe<9. He could 
not refrain alfo from exprefling his fatisfa£^ion, that this memorable 
and glorious vidory had been obtaind in Lagos Bay. It was in 
X^gos Bay, that Admiral Bofcawen, in the year 1754, had de- 
feated the French fleet. It was in Lagos Bay that he himfelf, in 
a very fubordinate flation, under the command of that gallant and 
able oflicer. Admiral Rodney, had witneflfed the defeat of the Spanifh 
fleet in the laft war, and he hoped that Lagos Bay would, in cafe of 
the continuance of this or any future war, be the fcenc in which the 
Commanders of the Briti(h navy would gather frcfh laurels, and 
give additional fecurity to this ifland. The happied confequences 
were to be expeded from the efledls of this important victory. He 
hoped it would ten4 to bring abqut a peace in the courfe of a very 
fhort time ; a peace that would be honourable and durable ; and 
fuch a peace only could be of fervice to this country. It would 
alfo, he flattered himfelf, be the means of quieting the alarms which 
lately had fo unfortunately agitated the public mind in this kingdom. 
It proved beyond a poflibility of doubt the great fuperiority^of the 
fleet of this country over that of the enemy ; and while that fupc- 
ifority continued, England had no real caufc to dread invafion. He 
i>ad no doubt, therefore, that when the public cooled from the fer- 
ment they were now in, and reflefled deliberately on the fuperiority 
of our fleet, and the (kill and bravery of our officers and feamen^ 
their prefent fears and alarms would fubfide, their former confi- 
dence would be reftored, and the gloomy appearances which lately 
hung over us, would be entirely difpelled. Thcfe, he hoped, among 
many others, would be the fortunate events attendant upon this im- 
mortal action. He begged leave once more to recur to the aSion 
Stfelf. He had many friends in the fleet, commanded by Sir John 
Jervis, officers of whofc ikill and judgement he entertained tha 
higheft opinion, Thefe gallant men, in their letters, all expreflcd 
their exultation in ferving under an Admiral, whom they defcribed 
to be one of the tnoil able, a£liveand cnterprifing comnf»nders th^it 
ever was fcen. For this gallant Admiral, he was proud to acknow- 
led^gCi hi? had the warmell friendfbip ; wd from the accounts he 
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had received of his late conduct, and what he was previoufly ac- 
quainted with from his own perfonal knowledge, he had no befita- 
tton in faying, that he thought Sir John Jervis the very beft ofiicec 
the King had in his fervice. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, that he did not mean to prcfs 
the King's Minifters at prefent upon the pcnnt of addrefling His 
Majcfty to confer any farther mark of approbation on Sir John Jer- 
vis, than the thanks of that Houfe ; but he hoped they would reflect 
on it. He was defirous, however, to put upon the journals of the 
Houfe, a lafiing memento of the decided fuperiority in numbers againft 
which that gallant Admiral had to contend. He would therefore beg, 
that in any part of the motion which might be moil agreeable^ the 
'^words, " greatly fuperior in numbers" might be added. 

Earl SPENCER faid, that he had no objedlbn to the introduc- 
tion of any words which any. noble Lord might wifh to introduce, 
by way of adding to the praifes of the gallant Admiral. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR left the woolfack, and faid he 
would read the words of the motion which he did, and then fub* 
mitted it ta their Lordfhips' confideration, whether the addition of 
the words propofed would not weaken the language. His Lordfliip 
contended that the words—" gallant and dccifive viftory" wcre'as 
ftrong as could be wifbed, and that entering into detail on a grand 
fubjed, like that, only weakened the cflfcfil. 

Lord HOOD faid, that he could not content himfelf with giv- 
ing a (ilent vote on the prefent occafion ; he therefore hc^d their 
Lordfhips would favour him with their attention, while he delivered 
his fentiments on the glorious vidory which now called for the 
thanks of the Houfe* As a profeflional man, he declared, that in 
all his own experience of the fervice, and in all his reading of the 
Naval Hiftory of the country, he really thought this the mod gal- 
lant and glorious vidory that had ever been obtained. He Wat 
happy in the opportunity of paying to it his tribute of praife, as 
well as returning for it his (hare of thanks. The gallant and 
afiive Admiral who had achieved it, feemed as if by infpiration he 
had ieen the gloomy cloud which at the moment he entered upon the 
engagement, hung over this country. There are times and circum- 
ftances in which every oTficet" who has the command of a fleet, has 
occafion to run confidcrable rifques in venturing an engagement. 
The gallant Admiral he was now fpeaking of, had certainly run 
that rifque in engaging a fleet (b vafUy fuperior ; but the manner 
in which he had executed the attack, and obtained the vi6W>ry, 
proved him to be as far fuperior to the enemy in courage and abi* 
iity, as they were to him in numbers. 
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Earl SPENCER, in anfwer to what had been fuggefte:d by the 
Dake of Bedford, refpcAing an addrefs to His Majefiy to confer 
fome mark of his royal favour on Sir John Jervis, hoped his Grace 
would not prefs any motion on the fubjeA, as any addrefs of that 
kind would imply a fufpicion that the highdl branch of the Legifla- 
ture was negligent in conferring merited honours, and would be an 
improper interference with His Majefty's difcretion in the diflribu- 
tion of rewards. 

The Quke of BEDFORD faid, that he was by no means defi- 
rous to take any power out of the hands of His Maje(ty^ from whom 
all honours ought to flow — But he knew that it was the part of 
MiniAers to advife His Majefty on fuch occafions, and there had 
been inilances in which thofe rewards had not been conferred. 

The Earl of GUILFORD was of opinion from the moment 
the noble Duke had propofed the addition of the words he had 
mentioned, that they were neceffary ; but" (ince he had heard the 
opinion of a noble Lord who was a profeflfional man (Lord Hood), 
he was the more confimed in it. That noble Lord had mentioned 
the rifques which Sir John Jervis had run in attacking a fleet fo 
very fupcrior. He hoped this would be a warning to the Firft Lord 
of the Admiralty, and that he would never again permit him, or 
any other Admiral, to have to contend with a fleet fo fuperior in 
force as that of the enemy was, on the occafion alluded to. 

Earl SPENCER faid, that the noble Earl who fpoke laft had 
laid upon him fuch an additional degree of refponfibility to that 
which he now had, as he could not (ilently fubmit to. How was it 
pofTible for him to anfwer to a certainty, that during the continu- 
ance of the war, the enemy fhould never have a fuperiority in num- 
bers ? No reafonable man could expe£l it. He would always take 
care to provide as ftrong a fleet as pofTible ; but to fiiy that it (hoiild 
always be equal in numbers, was impoflfible. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR, having again left the wool- 
fack, obfcrved, that it was not the true (\yle and language of in- 
fcription to contain particulars : that ^11 exaggeration and attempts 
to magnify them by minute ftatements did but leiTen it. His Lord- 
Ihip referred to an indance in the reign of Lewis XIV. in an age 
and a court given to oftentation ; vihcti that Prince ordered his bat- 
tles and victories to be painted for one of his mod fumptuous pa- 
laces. Infcriptions for the pldlures were provided, and were made 
up of the moft (Inking particulars of each battle. But they were 
finally referred to Racine and Defpereaux, who recommended they 
Ibould contain nothing but the name of each battle. It appeared 
to him, therefore, that the words jpropofed by the noble Duke weak- 
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encd the original motion. He added, that what had been faid by a 
noble Lord (the Earl of Guilford) proved likewife, that they were 
meant to convey a cenfure of the adminiftration of the Firft Lord of 
the Admiralty. 

The Earl of GtJILFORD faid he wks called upon to fay two 
words. He had no occafion to fupport the alteration for the purpofe 
of conveying cenfure upon the Firft Lord of the Admiralty. The 
faS of the enemy's fuperiority was fufficiently well known, without 
its being put as a part of this motion. He had not faid, that the 
Firft Lord of the Admiralty was always to undertake that an Englifli 
fleet (hould not fall in with an enemy of fuperior force. He only 
hoped every care would be taken that it fhould happen as feldom as 
poflible. But it was to be remembered, that the Admiralty might 
have been prepared againft the fuperior force of the enemy in the 
Mediterranean. 

After a few words from Lord BORRINGDON and Lord 
SYDNEY, . Earl SPENCER withdrew his motion, and inferted, 
with the confentof the Duke of BEDFORD, the words *< greatly 
fuperior in number,^' after the words " Spanifh fleet." 
The motion was then agreed to nem, con. 
Earl SPENCER moved, that the thanks of the Houfe be re- 
turned to Admirals Parker, Thomfon, Nelfon, and Calder, and the 
other Officers ading under Sir John Jervis. 

The Duke of NORFOLK thought it proper that the names of 

all the Officers (hould be mentioned. He thought that thbfe who 

weifc not named, were treated with difrefpeft, and moved, that all 

the names of the Admirals and Captains ferving under Sir John 

^ Jervis be -inferted. 

The Duke of CLARENCE faid, it was by no means impro- 
per to leave the names of many of the principal Officers who had 
fervcd in the late glorious adion under Sir John Jervis out of the 
vote of thanks of that Houfe, Though' all the Officers of the fleet 
would, there was no doubt, have exerted themfelves in an equally 
gallant and honourable manner with thofe to whom the vote of 
thanks was particularly moved, had they been in fituations which 
afforded them fimilar opportunities ; yet it ^as cuftomary to name 
thofe only who were moft adtively engaged. This praftice was 
followed in the vote of thanks which paiTcd that Houfe in tonfe- 
qucnce of the vidtory of^he firft of June ; and he believed it was 
ufually adopted upon all occafions of the fame kind. "" 

The Duke of NORFOLK withdrew his motion ; and Earl 
SPENCER'S was agreed to nem. con. 

vot. in. K 
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Earl SPENCER then moved that it be rcfolved by the Houfe, 

That the Houfe highly approves of thC;fcrviccs.of the fcaipen 
** and nurincs employed under Sir John Jervis, and thanks them 
** for the fame ; and that Sir John Jervis be dcfircd to order the 
** fevieral Captains of his fleet to communicate the thanks of 
** that Houfc to the crews of the refpedlive (hips." Agreed to 
nent* con. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, he intended to move that an 
humble ad<j!refs be prefented to His Majefty, praying that he would 
be gracioully pleafcd to confer fome mark of his royal favour upon 
Sir John Jervis. He would not, however, prefs this motion, if he 
found It difagreeable to Minifters, not becaufe he did not think it a 
very proper motion, but becaufe in that cafe he could have no hope 
of carrying it ; and he did not wifh that it (hould appear upon the- 
journals as if the Houfc had negatived the motion out of difrefpeA- 
to the gallant Admiral. 

Lord GRENVILLE oppofed the motion on the ground that 
the Houfe (hould not interfere with a duty wjiich belonged alto- 
gether to the Executive Government. His Majefty was tlje fountain 
of all honour, and he would never be flow to confer it in fuch cafes 
as that of the brave Admiral alluded to. 

After fome farther cdnverfation, the Duke of BEDFORD ii*(ith- 
drew his motion. 

The Duke of BEDFORD then rofc to make his promifed mo* 
tion for a Selc^ Committee '* to inquire into the caufes which pro- 
'* duced the minute of Council of the 26th of February, relative 
" to the Bank." His Grace faid, that from the time of ifluing 
that fatal Order of Council to the prefent moment, he had given it 
the moft attentive conflderation, and in no poflible view of it could 
he find it in the leaft degree fatisfaftory : on the contrary, he faw it 
every hour pregnant and teeming with the moft pernicious confc- 
quences. Their Lordfllips had appointed a Committee to inquire 
into the ftate of the debts and credits of the Bank ; that Committee 
had made its report ; of that report he fliould fay nothing at pre- 
fent. The refults of that report, be they what they might, went 
only to the ftate of the credit of the Bank, and the expediency or 
neceflTity of confirming and continuing the minut^ of Council* 
He wifhed to gq farther, and fearch into the caufes which gave rife 
to this minute of Council. Such a meafure might have been necef* 
fary ; and it might be neceflary, as it had been adopted, to continue 
it ; but flill the caufes which produced it ought to be traced, and 
thoroughly inveftigated ; for he was certain, that if fomething ver^r 
fatisfa£lory and ef&dual wis not very fpeedily done in the bufincfs. 
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the continuance of the Bank in its prefent flate muft prove the de* 
ftruflion of the country. The Bank, it was moft probable, con- 
ceived that a loan was likely to take place ; but at the fame time 
they were confcious, that if there (hould be a loan, that the takes 
and rcfources of the country would not be able to pay the intereft of 
it, added to the large proportion of taxqs with which thecountr^ was 
already burdened. Upon the whole of the fubjcdt, therefore, re- 
ferring to the fituation of the Bank, and the public anxiety in confe- 
quence^ he thought it abfolutcly neccffary, and from the p^ticular 
circumftances, a path pointed out, as the duty of their Lordfhips to 
purfue, to have an inquiry upon the largeft and moft comprehenfive 
fcalc. The next point was witli regard to the nature of the Com* 
mittec to which fuch inquiry (hould be fubmitted. ,Hc objefled to 
a Committee of the whole Houfe, as being by far too inconvenient 
a mode to be adopted in a matter fo important as this, which required 
to be conduced with a degree of celerity and difpatch incompatible 
with the nature of fuch a Committee. He alfo though: a Com- 
mittee of Secrecy by t]o means likely to be attended with thofc ad- 
vantages which might be expedJed from a Seleft Committee. When 
the Houfe was determining upon a queftion of fuch great importance 
to the Public as this was, a queftion which had for its object the re- 
cftablifhment of the public credit of the country, and the reftoring 
that confidence to the public mind, of which it had been deprived 
by the late meafures of the Government, it was only by a Committed 
nominated publicly, that fo defirable an obje£t could be attained. 
To induce the Houfe to accede to the neceffity of the inquiry he re- 
commended, he had, in the courfe of his obfervations, purpofely 
avoided indulging himfelf in that inveSive, which the conduft of 
Minifters might juftly have urged Him to have ufed. But, indeed, 
the neceffity of a fiirther inquiry was fo evident, that he had not a 
doubt of the Houfe agreeing with him, in whatever point of v^cw 
they confidered the fubjeft. If they were of opinion that the Bank 
of England had involved their finances in any obfcurity orconfufion 
through their own mifmanagement, an inquiry in that cafe wa^ in- 
difpenfably neceffary ; and if their Liordfhips weVe of opinion that 
the credit of the Bank was not impaired by any aft of their own, in 
that cafe an inquiry was ftill requifite : if it had been impaired' 
through tha mifconduft, and owing to the mal-adminiftration, of Mi- 
nifters, an inquiry then wiis ncceflfary, in order that it might lead to a 
change of thofe Minifters : and if, on the contrary, it was not im- 
putable to Minifters, but t©the mifmanagement of the finances of the 
Bank by the pcrfons direfling it, an inquiry tertainly ought to be 
the prelude to a change of fyftem. Should the Houfe refufe the 
' K 2 
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inquiry altogether, then it would be at the rifque of a change in 
both ; in fa6t, an inquiry was what the country had a right to de- 
mand of the Houfe ; he did not perfonally demand the inquiry^, nor 
was it to be granted to him, it was demanded by, and was to be 
granted to his countrymen, groaning under the weight of. taxes, and 
not knowing whete to apply to have their burdens lightened. The 
Duke of Bedford then moved, *' That a Selefl Committee of fif- 
*' teen Peers be inftrudled to inqifire into the caufes which produced 
** the Order of Council of the 26th of February." 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, he did no^rife for the purpofe of op- 
pofing the general principle of inqdry recommended by the noble 
Duke, but he differed from him in fome of the conclufions he had 
drawp** He thought, that whatever jnight be the refult of the in* 
quiries of a Committee, the opinion of the Houfe muft ftill remain 
the fame, with refpedl to the neceffity for the order. He main- 
tained, that the fubjedt of the temporary difficulties which had 
made that order neceffary, was wholly unconnefled with the fubje<9: 
of finance. There might be in the affairs of any banking company 
temporary embarraffments, with regard to the immediate want of cir- 
culating medium, without fuch. derangement, in the Icaft, operating 
to .the difparagement of the general wealth of the company. There 
were undoubtedly many inftances of temporary difficulty, uncon- 
nefled with the fmalleft imputation upon refponfibility ; and it was 
an error to confound the queftion of ,a deficiency of the circulating 
. medium, with the queftion of the wealth of the Bank. No two 
queftions could be more different. Wealth did not fconfi(V in the 
quantity of the circulating medium only ; and it was well known 
that there were many branches of commerce which required a much 
larger quantity of circulating medium to carry them on than others. 
He fliould only add, that he was jierfe<31y convinced of the impro- 
priety of having a Selcd Committee, ^e did not differ as to the 
propriety of the inquiry, but faid, if it was to be gone into, he 
Ihould move, that the ,word Secret be fubftituted for the word 
SeleSf. 

The Duke of NORFOLK contended, that if it was to be a 
Secret Committee, compofed in the manner fuch Committees gene- 
rally were compofed, by the undue influencJe of Minifters, it could 
not anfwer the purpofe it was intended for. The public opinion 
in this cafe ought to be regarded, but he could not avoid obferving 
that a Secret Committee by ballot was not a 'Committee fo confti- 
tuted as to have the defired effe£l ori the minds of the pe(^e. Of 
the laft Committee he obferved, there had been one third that were 
^-^Xt of tliat Adminiftration which had iffued the Order of Council^ 
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admitted to have been illegal, and only juftified by the exigency of 
the moment. There were two of the relations of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, who likewife formed part of it, and he was afraid 
the public would not be perfedly well fafisfied with the report of a 
Committee fo conftituted. That Committee had reported the out- 
ftanding engagements of the'Bank to be about thirteen or fourteen 
millipns, and their funds to anfwer it ^\$iut feventcen millions, 
leaving a balance of about four millions ; but fuch a report was by 
no means fatisfadlory, for it did not ftate what thofe funds confifted^ 
of. Upon the whole, he hardly thought the pmpofed inquiry would 
be productive of any beneficial confequepce, unlefs by a Seledl Com- 
mittee, and unlefs fome explanations were made by His Majefty's 
Minifters. 

' The Earl of GUILFORD rofe to ftate what, in his opinion, the 
nature of the inquiry feemed to be. The Committee were to in- 
quire into the caufe which had produced the Order of Council ; if 
that was all, he thought the inquiry would be ufelcfs. The caufe 
was already known to be the want of fpecie. It was that which 
had driven Minifters to the neceflity of iffuing the Order of Coun- 
cil, and he, therefore, conceived, that the inquiry ought to be into 
the caufe which had produced that neceflity. Such an inquiry was 
indiCpenfably neceflary, in order to fatisfy the people, that His Ma- 
jefty's Minifters were juftifiabic in having aded as they had done, 
and it was alfo necefliary, in order to give them an opportunity of 
juftifying thenifelves. The neceflity might be attributed to many 
diflferent caufes, fome for which Minifters might be refponfible, and 
fome for which they might not, and an impartial inquiry was, there- 
fore, the more neceflary ; but he ftiould have very little hope rcfult- 
ing from the inquiry, if the word- Secret was fubftitutcd for the word 
Sele^. He concluded by afl!*enting to the Duke of Bedford's 
motion. 

Lord GRENVILLE perfifted in his amendment, which was 
agreed to. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, he wiflied the minutes of the 
laft Committee to be printed, in otder that the public might be 
fatisfied that they had formed a fufiicient ground for the report 
which had been made. He was cpnvinced the public thought the 
inquiry was partial ; and he was alfo convinced that the inquiry 
about to be adopted, was ill calculated to produce the intended 
cffcd, namely, that of fatisfying the minds of the people. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid a few words in anfwer, and urged the 
propriety of the appointment of the Committee by ballot. 

The Duke of BEDFORD laid, that the determination of the 
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noUe Secretary to have the Committee appointed by balloti pecu* 
iiarly called upon htm to make a few obfervations. With refpe£t 
to a ballot, whatever it might have been in the days of our anccf- 
torsy and however fairly condudled formerly, nothing could be more 
evident to every one» that took the trouble of a moment's refle£iion, 
than tHat, as at prefcnt pra^lifed, it was a mode by which it was in 
the power of Minifters to nominate whoever they pleafed. It was 
ondoubtedly as great an abfurdity as could poflibly be imagined, that 
the parties who were accufed, and whofc conduft was to be the 
fubje(^ of inquiry, (hould have the privilege of appointing the judges^ 
who were to inquire into the fubjefl-matter of blame imputed to 
them ; and yet that was precifely the cafe by having a Committee 
appointed by baUot. It was notorious that the laft Committee had 
been compofed of thofe very pcrfons whofc condu6l was implicated 
in the refult of the inquiry : probably if the inquiry had been fairly 
and impartially entered upon, circumAances might have come to 
light, by which it would have appeared that the condu3 of Admi- 
niftration in iffuing the Order of Council was wrong and ill advifed ; 
or, at leaft, if the exigency of the moment required it, that they 
had reduced themfelves to that neceffity, by their own previous mif- 
condu6t ; but how could it be expeSed that any thing of the kind 
could come to the knowledge of their Lordlhips, if the Committee 
was to be compofed of the very men whofe maUadminiAration was 
the fubjedt of inquiry ? He was therefore of opinion, that the Com-^ 
mittee (hould be openly non)inated by their Lordfliips, and con- 
cluded by making a motion to that efFedt. 

Earl FAUCONBERG faid, he had the greateft confidence \n 
the meafures adopted by His Majedy's Minifters ; and he thought 
the more confidence was repofed in them, the mor? refponfibility 
attached to them. He believed they had not, nor ever would abufc 
that confidence ; it was not their intereA to do fo. It was their 
intereft to do every thing for the welfare and profperity of the coun- 
try. He could not but highly blame the, conduft of fome noble 
Lords, who came down to the fjoufe in order to tell the public of 
their diftrefs, and to alarm them, by ftatitig the danger of the coun- 
try. Were it not for fuch condu£t» the people would not fuppofe 
tficmfelves diftreffed, and it was therefore in the utmoft degree 
blameable. He admitted the people were heavily taxed ; but what 
then ? did not their Lordfhips feel the burdens impofed upon therti 
equally with the people in general ? Certainly they did ; and there- 
fore to talk of the exclufive hardfliips of the people, was by no mean$ 
fair or candid. It was only calculated to creatp difcontent, and in- 
'*'Kc the people to think themfclycs w6rfcofF than they really wctc. 
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The Earl of GUILFORD faid, the noble Earl had either mif- 
underftood or inifreprcfented the noble Duke, when he fiated the 
obfervations the noble Duke had made to be a reflexion upon the 
perfuns who had named the Committee, or thofe who were cho/en 
to be of it. He had faid no fuch thing ; but he had faid what he 
muft coincide with the noble Duke in, namely, that it was a 
mcxrkery to talk of a candid and impartial Committee of Inquiry, 
when the Prefident of the Council and the Chancellor of the 
Duchy of LancaftcT were chofen to examine ai>d inquire into the 
condu£t of the Secretary of State ; in (hort, every man of common 
fenfe mud fee that it was no inquiry, nor could any Minifler think, 
the country certainly never would think, that his condu(S was jufti* 
fied by a report from a Committee fele£led in that way. This Com- 
mittee was faid to be for the purpofe of confirming and continuing 
the meafures adopted in confequence of the prefent exigency and the 
order of Council. The Committee propofed by the noble Duke 
was certainly for a purpofe as neceflTary for the country to know and 
be fatisiied upon— the caufes which had produced that exigency* 
He was confident the greateft and moft alarming caufe of all our 
prefent exigencies arofe from the nature, and Aill more from the 
condud of the war ; from the total w^nt of economy in ^cvcry de- 
partment of Government ; and thefe, he thought, were points that 
required and ought to be part of the inquiry gone into by a Com* 
mittee of that Houfe. . It had been faid that he and thofe with whom 
he a£led> thought that nothing could fave the country but a change 
of men. Here he mud remark, that it would be the height of 
prefumption in him, whatever high opinion he miglit entertain of 
the perfons whofe councils were too much negle£ted, perhaps def« 
pifed, to fuppofe that any change could poflibly give immediate rc^ 
lief to the country, plunged as it was in a (hite of unparalleled dif- 
trefs and embarraflfment. He agreed with a noble Earl who had ' 
faid, that it was for the intereft of Minifters to a£t as they had 
done. But if it was remembered what they had done which they 
ought not to have done, and what they had left undone which 1% 
was their duty to do, however much they might have confidercd 
their intereft, they had not confulted their honour nor that of the 
country. On the prefent occaiion what could be^worfe than the 
propofed Committee of Inquiry, if appointed in the manner de- 
manded by the noble Secretary ? The moft corrupt Miniders, in 
the worft days of Rome, had only afked to chufe their friends to be 
their accufers. The inquiry proijofed by the noble Duke went to 
this plain queftion, upon which the Houfe and tl e country had a 
tight to a fatisfaSory anfwcr —whether the embarraffed and alarm* 
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ing ftateof the country was owing to unavoidable misfortunes, or 
to the mifmanagemcnt and incapacity of Minifters ? 

Lord GRENVILLE rofc to defend the condudt of thofe who 
.were his colleagues in office. The Committee to be balloted ' for 
was not to inquire into their conduft, but into the fituation of the 
Bank of England. Ever fince that Houfe had been a Chamber of 
Parliament, he did not believe that there had been a Committee of 
fixteen for a fimilar purpofe; chofen by nomination from different 
parts of the Houfe. Such a fcheflie, he thought, prefented great and 
unneceffary confufion. On an event like the prefent they muft be 
madmen who would infift that the Committee ought to confiff of 
fixteen perfons avowedly adverfe to Government ; indeed, he be- 
lieved, there would be fome difficulty in finding fifteen or fixteen of 
that defcription within thofe walls. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, the noble Lord muft have verj- 
much miftaken his meaning when he faid that he wiflied the*Com- 
mittee to confift of perfons adverfe to Government. He could not 
be guilty of fuch grofs flattery to the Houfe, as to fuppofe'that any 
argument ufed there^eould have much effcfl, if not in unifon with 
the wi(hes of the Minifters ; and Whether there were fifteen Lords 
or not who thought of their condudl as he did, certainly he muft: 
fay, after four years experience, that it was of very little confequence 
Tvhat. was faid wjthin thofe walls, except it was fanflioned by Mi- 
Difterial fupport. 

The Earl of DARNLEY faid, although his mind was not 
fwayed by the prcfcnt alarms, which for his part, he conceived un- 
founded, yet that fomething was neceflary to be done to quiet the 
apprehenfions of the people ; he therefore thought the inquiry (hould 
be impartially made, and the Committee not appointed by ballot. 

The Houfe divided: For the appointment by ballot, 47 ; 
Againft it, 8. 

The Duke of NORFOLK moved, " That it be an inftruc 
•* tion to the Conimittee to inquire into and report on the amount 

of fpecie advanced by the Bank to the Lords. of the Treafuiy, 

fince the 14th July, 1796.** — Ordered. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, that he had omitted one remark, 
which he hoped he would not be thought fingular in ftating now— 
it was, that though Members of a Secret Committee were bound 
not to divulge the detail of proceedings on their inquiry, yet when 
called upon in that Houfe, they were at liberty to d0ign the caufes 
which had induced tKem to agree or diiagree in the report made to 
the Houfe. 
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Tuejday^ •^th March. 

Lord Vifcount SYDNEY returned from the chamber in which 
their Lordlhips ballot, with the lift of Peers balloted as a Com- 
mittee to inquire into the caufes for iffuing thcOrdertin Council of 
the 26th of February laft. The following are the names of the 
Committee : 

The Lord Prcfident (Earl of Chatham), 

The Duke of Bedford, 

The EaH of Derby, 
• The Earl of Weftmorland, 

The Earl of Winchelfea, 

Lord Graham (Duke of Montrofe), 

The Earl of Guilford, 

The Earl of Hardwicke, 

Earl Bathurft, 
^^The Earl of Liverpool, 
^ Vifcount Sidney, 

Lord Romney, 

Lord Auckland, 

Lord Gwydir, 

Lord de Dunftanville/ 
The bill for fufpending the operation of two z6t% of the 1 5th 
and. 1 7th of the King, relative to iffuing notes for the payment 
of fmall fums, being in a Committee, 

The LORD CHANCELLOR, after ftating that the bill was 
brought in by a gentleman who was extenfively converfant with the 
affairs of manufaduring towns,. and allowing the necefTit)' of fuch 
a bill upon the prefent fituation of affairs, proceeded to obferve, that 
as thefe bills would be iffued only to thofe who knew the drawer, 
and that as the circulation of them muft, from their nature, be very 
limited, no evil was to be apprehended from them ; but as they 
would be bills payable to bearer on demand, they could not in their 
nature be negociable ; and therefore the word negeciabjej which had 
inadvertently been inferted in the bill, ought to be ftruck out. 
He therefore moved. That the word fieiociable (bould be crafed*— 
Ordered. 

The bill then went through its ftages, and was ordered to be 
carried to the Commons. 

• From March 7 to March 14, no debate*. 

s 

' Vot. III. L 
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Tfiefdayy t^ih March. 

' The motion of the Earl of MOIRA in fayour of the unfortunate 
Infolvent debtors flood for this day. In confequenceof the lUnefs 
of , the Lord Chancellor, the Earl faid, he had feveral times putofF 
the prefent motion on account of the incUfpofition of a noble and 
learned Lord (Thurlow), whom he (hould have been glad to have 
feen in his place* Unfortunately, the noble Lord on the woolfack 
was now alfo indifpofed, and in refped to him, he (hould certainly 
move to difcharge the order of to-day, and fix it for Tuefday 
next ; but as the fubjedl ^as of the greateft, importance to a large 
body of the community, he ihould then moft certainly bring it 
forward. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, that if the Lord Chancellor was not 
well enough to attend on Tuefday next, he (hould certainly move 
the Houfe to have the bufinefs farther poflponed. 

The Earl of MOIRA thought the bufinefs of that confequcnce that 
it ought not to be longer deferred : at all events, he thought it his 
duty, as a Peer of Parliament, to bring it forward, and he was de* 
termined to execute that duty-*— but, my Lords, faid he, upon my 
honour I feriouily believe that " the hour is gone by.'* 

Wedntfdayy 1 5/A March. No debate* 

Thurfdayy 1 6th March. ^ 

The order of the day for their Lordftiips being fummoned on a 
^motion for an inquiry into the naval defence of Ireland during the 
late attempt at an invafion, being read, 

The Earl of ALBEMARLE rofe to make the motion on that 
head, of which he had on a former day given notice. Before he 
proceeded, however^ he begged to afTure the Houfe, that in what he 
lliould fayrefpeifling the tranfadions of our fleets upon the occalion 
of an attempt lately made by the French, he did not mean to oflTer^ 
or* even to hint, the fmalleft difrefpeS, either to any of the gallant 
Officers employed in any of them, or to the Admiralty. The only 
obje£t he had in view in the prefent motion was an inquiry. The 
opinion was almoft univerfai that confiderable blame lay fomewhere ; 
and it was, in his opinion, very neceffary that it (hould be afcer* 
tained by inquiry where that blame lay, and to whom it was fairly 
imputable. If he was called upon for precedents of inquiries hav« 
ing been entered upon by Parliament, in fuch cafes he believed he 
could produce many. Thofci however, would be precedents of 
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times p^ft* In die prtfent day, no fuch precedents could be pro* 
duced; fuch things of late ye^rs had altogether vaniflied> and had 
been fucceeded by a blind and unlimited confidence. He was cer<» 
tain, however^ that it neither could nor would be denied that Parlia<< 
ment had a right to enter upon inquiry, whenever it (hould think 
proper fo to do : and he had the fulled confidence that the Houfe 
would, by agreeing to his motion, convince the Public, that the pre- 
fent was a fubje£^ highly fit and proper for fuch an inquiry. It 
would ill become him to take up much of their Lordships' time in 
going fullytinto the queftion of the great importance of Ireland, as 
a component part of this country. That he believed was too well 
known to all their LordfhipS to admit of the mod trifling doubt 
upon the fubjedl. On that head, all muft be agreed. , It was only 
neceflary for him, then, to remind their Lordfliips, that Minifiers 
muft have been informed, even long before the meeting* of the pre- 
fent Parliament, that an invafion of either this country or Ireland^ 
or both, had been meditated by the enemy. It was evident they did 
know this, from the language they held forth to the Public, in the 
commencement of the prefent feflion. The truth of that language 
was alfo confirmed by the memorable meafi^res which they adopted 
towards putting this country into a ftate of defence. How came it, 
tfien, he would afk, that with a perfect knowledge of fuch an inten- 
tion in the enemy fo early as September laft, with a knowledge tfaat^ 
from that time to late in December, an armament of confiderablc 
force was openly preparing at Bred, no fleet of ours (hould be da- 
tioned on the coad of Ireland for its protedion ? This quedion 
was a very important one, and he thought it well becafme their Lord* 
ihips to weigh well and confider attentively the anfwer that (boiild 
be given to it. It appeared to him to be of dill greater importance* 
from what had fallen from the noble Earl at the head of the Admi* 
ralty, on the night that he had fird given notice of his prefent mo* 
tion. The noble Earl had then, with a confiderablc degree of 
warmth, declared, that '* he believed if the diing was to be done 
over again, the Admiralty would a6t exa£Hy in the fame manner." 
In order to form a jud and fair opinion, whether the Admiralty 
were then right in what they did, or would be prudent in repeating 
it in a fimilar fituation, it would be neceflary to enter upon a review 
of the whole clrcumdances, and go at fome length into detail on the 
proceedings of the enemy and of our own fleets. In this, however, 
he would endeavour to be as concife as the nature and importance of 
the fubjcft would admit. In the month of September, it was pretty 
generally and publicly known that an armament of very Cunfiderable 
excenti both as to (hips and men, was going forward at Bred. From 
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the fituatiofi of thai port, it was the general opinion that it could 
only be intended for one of two objeiSs — to a<ft either againft Por- 
tugal, or againft Ireland. The latter, however, was the prevalent 
opinion. Early in Oflober a fleet was fent out under the com- 
mand of Admiral Colpoys, which 'was to remain ftatbncd off 
Breft harbour, for the purpofe of' watching the motions of the 
enemy, and to prevent, if poffible, their fle^t from failing. From this 
time to the time of their filling, that gallant Admiral had remained 
on that ftation ; and he had no doubt that, during his ftay there, 
and from the time he quitted the ftation to his arrival in port, he 
would be able to give: the moft fatififaflory reafons for every part of 
his conduft. To proceed, however, with that degree of regularity 
which he could wifti to obfervc in the detail of events as they oc- 
curred, he would begin with the departure of the French fleet from 
Breft, their voyage to the coaft of Ireland, and return from thence, 
and then ta|ce a view of what was doing at the fame time by our 
Channel fleet under the command of Admiral Lord Bridport. This 
he corifideried to be ncceflfary, previous to taking any account of the 
tranfadlions of Admiral Colpoys* fleet, after the French had left 
Breft. The French armament, his Lordfhip ftated, left Breft under 
cover of a heavy fog on the 1 6 th of December, and on the i8th 
they arrived ofi^ the coaft of Ireland. Some of them caft anchor in 
BantryBajr, and rcn^ained there till the 6th of January. Owing 
to adverfe winds and very ftormy weather, which difperfed the 
greateft part of their fleet, they were not able to efFeft a landing ; 
if they had, with only a force of five or fix thoufand men, from the 
then llituation of the internal force of Ireland, there is every reafon 
tb believe that Cork muft, with all irs ftores and provifions, have 
fallen into the hands of the enemy. At all events, however, the 
fat^s (hew, that the French fleet, confifting of eighteen fail of the 
line, feveral frigates, and numerous tranfports, all full of troops, 
a&ually failed from Breft, anchored in Bantry Bay, remained there, 
fome of them during a perbd of eleven or twelve days, and after^ 
wards with very inconfidcrablc lofs, all of which was owing to ftorms 
and tempefts, returned to their own ports without falling in with a 
finglc fliip of the Englifti navy to impede or moleft them. He 
would therefore requeft their Lordfliips to draw their attention to 
what was doing by the Channel or Lord Bridport's fleet during this 
time. On the 2oth, news arrived in England of the French -fleet 
having left Breft, On the 2 2d, orders were fent to Lord Bridport 
to fail immediately with the fleet under his command ; and by a 
letter from his Lordftiip to the Admiralty, then on the table, it ap- 
peared, that Lord Bridporj: could not fail till the 25th, on account* 
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of fofne of the (hips' of his fquadron not being ready. On the 
evening of the 25th, however, he dropped down to St. Helen's ; 
bul in doing fo, the Sans Parcil and Prince ran foul of each other, 
and one of them was fo much damaged that fhe could not proceed. 
Lord Bridport was, therefore, delayed flill farther, and did not fail 
till the 29th or 30th. At that time, however, he failed with 
feventeen fail of the line and fbme frigates, and proceeded direflly 
for Ireland. He arrived with hi« fquadron at Bantfy Bay on the 
8th of January, two days after the French had left it ; and after 
cruizing in queft of them for feveral days, he finally returned to port, 
without having fecn or fallen in with a fingle (hip of the enemy. 
His Lordfliip faid, that he had no doubt of the great anxiety of Ad- 
,iniral Lord Bridport to fail as fpeedily as poflible, and therefore he 
could not but fuppofe that, from the information he had received, 
the mode of his foiling down the Channel, muft have been in con- 
fequence of orders received from the Admiralty. He had been told, 
that our fleet was never known to have failed under fo little fail as 
it had done on that occafion, and that otherwife if fail had been car- 
ried, Lord Bridport might have been off Bantry Bay two days 
fooner than he was. Another thing which appeared very extraor- 
dinary to him was, that after the noble Admiral found the whole of 
the enemy's fleet had left that coaft, he flill continued cruizing oflF 
Bantry Bay during a day and a half, before he proceeded any where 
elfe in queft of them. It here ftruck him forcibly as neceflary to 
obferve, that it appeared to him extremely negligent and blameable, 
that after Miniftcrs had fo long been informed of this intended ar- 
mament at Breft, the fleet under Lord Bridport (hould not have 
been more numerous and all ready, fo as to have avoided any ne-* 
ceffity of waiting in confequence of an accident having happened 
only to two of his (hips. In the next place, there appeared to be 
great blame in the fleet, fuch as it was in point of numbers, being 
on the 2 2d of December (ofar from ready, that it adtually could 
not fail till the 25th : furely it ought to have been ready to fail at an 
hours ru)tice. Thirdly, it appeared very extraordinary that Lord 
Bridport, from an accident to only two (hips, (hould have been de- 
tained from failing. Were there no other fliips to replace them,' 
cither at Portfmouth or Plymouth ? There feemed to be fomething 
very defedtivc and negligent fomewhere in this refpefl. He then j 
adverted to the fituation of the fleet under Admiral Colpoys. He j 
lead feveral paflagcs from diflferent letters of that Admiral which J 
were on the table, all of which clearly (hewed, that many of his 
(hips were in great want of thofe ejfeutlal articles on (hipboard, water t 
and fuel. When the fog cleared away, and Admiral Colpoys dif- ^ 
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4^vere<i that ^e Prendi armament hid failed^ he immediateiy failed 
with his fquadron for the Lizard, as the moft likely place to gain 
intelligence of the enemy ; and when he came thither, he found 
feveral of his (hips fo much in want of eflential deceiTaries, and the 
weather fuch, that he could not provide them from others ; and^aftcr 
fending away firfl; one, and then another, he found it mod advife- 
able at length to return with the whole — and he adually arrived in 
port on the very day that Lord Bridport failed. It appeared to hina 
very Grange that Lord Bridport had not, much fooner than the a 2d 
of December, been ordered out with a fleet fufEcient to have re- 
placed all thofe (hips under Admiral Colpoys, which were in want 
of neceffaries, and taking the remainder under his command, to 
have continued on that ftation, while other (hips were Cent out to 
him as they could have beert got ready. It was clear from the 
whole face of the tranfa6lions that had paifed, tliat if Admiral Col- 
poys had found his fleet in a fuitable condition to have proceeded 
direSily to Irelaod, he mud have fallen in with the French— ^nd 
what account he would hav^ given of them in fuch an event, nobody 
would be at a lofs to guefs. Had Lord Bridport failed, even with 
nine (hips of the line, when he flrft received orders fo to do, nothing 
could have prevented his falling in with a ver^ great part of the 
enemy's fleet, and thereby totally annihtlatii^ all their hopes of any 
fuccefsful attempt at invaflon. This opportunity of humbling the 
pride and power of an enterprixing enemy* had, moft undoubtedly, 
been loft by mifcondu(ft in fome department or other. He had 
laftly to advert to the conduct of the fleet under Admiral Elphin- 
flone, who, inftead of joining fome of the fquadrons then at fea, with 
the Magnanime, and the other (hips under his command, came to 
St. Helen's on that very day that Lord Bridport put to fea. He had 
now only to conclude with expreflfmg his firm perfuafion that the 
fads to which he had alluded, and the particulars he had mentioned, 
were amply fufficient to induce their Lord(hips to enter into the in- 
quiry he was about to propote. He (hould therefore move, " That 
^^ a Committee be appointed to inquire into the meafures which 
*^ had been taken by Government for the naval defence of Ire- 
'^ land when an invaflon was attempted upon that country by the 
" French." 

Earl SPENCER rofe in reply to the noble Lord, for the purpofc 

of vindicating the condud of the Admiralty. In his defence, he 

faid, he (hould follow a different arrangement from that which the 

noble; Lord had adopted, by adverting flrft to. Admiral Colpoys' 

quadron. Before, however, he proceeded to this part of the fub- 

e£t, he (hould fay a few words in explanation of the declaration he 
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bad made on a formed evening* that were the meafures again to be 
taken, he (hould adopt the fame line of conduct which had been 
purfued. He could not but remonftrate againft being tied down bf 
any expreffions which might drop from him in the warmth of de- 
bate, and begged tobe underfiood as meaning only to fay that, with 
the information upon which they a6led, the meafures were the beft 
which could have been taken. Now that they had more informa* 
tion than what they were then in poiTeflfion of, perhaps it might be 
proper to a£t differently. But why had not they better information ) 
It certainly, he allowed, was fairly to be expeded of a Government 
which had fecret-fervice money at its command, that it (hould 
obtain, by means of its agents, information to which the public had 
not accefs. There was not, however, any noble Lord in that 
Houfe who ever had afliAed in His Majefty's Councils who muft 
not have been fe!ln(ible that it was impoflible at all times to obtain 
corre£t information refpcding the plans and deiigns of an enemy* 
A Government might fometimes have too much as well as too little 
information, and when, from different quarters they got different in^ 
tilligence,.it became a matterof uncertainty how they ought to z€t* 
In the prefent inftance he was convinced that the Admiralty had 
z&ed in the bed manner poffible upon the information which they 
had. But, for this affertion, he muft claini credit from the Houfe, 
unfupported by the documents on which it refted. For every noble 
Lord muft be aware that it was impoflfible to lay that information 
before the Houfe, coniiftently with the fafety of the perfons by whom 
it was communicated. With refped to Admiral Colpoys' fquadron 
being fo long at fea, he confefTed that he was friendly to the fyftem 
of making fleets frequently change their ftation. In the prefent cafe, 
however, the fquadron under the command of that gallant Admiral* 
had been, kept out of port longer than ufual, in confequence of Sir 
Roger Curtis, who had gone in queft of Admiral Richery, and wlio 
was to fucceed Admiral Colpoys on the Breft ftation, being a fort- 
night later of arriving in port than was expe£led. He affirmed, 
however, that that fleet was not forced to come into port by a want 
of necefTaries, but that it was driven up the channel by tempeftuous 
weather. Water they certainly had not in very great abundance ; 
but the Powerful nad lefs in proportion than any other (hip, not 
fipom having diftributed part of her ftore to the reft of the fleet, but 
from having ufed a greater quantity than was common. When he 
laid this, he did not mean to throw the leaft refledlion upon the 
gallant Commander of that (hip ; but there was no one acquaihted 
with fea aflEairs who did not know that more water was ufed on 
board of ibme (hips than others ^ and certainly the PczvrTfuIhzd 
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oonfitmed more than was ncceffary. After the- French fleet had 
eluded the vigilance of Admiral Colpoys, to whom he wifhed to 
give every degree of credit for his adive andexterpriiing fer vices on 
his ftation, he contended, that that gallant officer adopted the wifeft 
courfe which it was poflible for him to take. He repaired off the 
Lizard Point, finding, that from the tempeftuoufnefs of the weather, 
be could not remain ofFBreft ; and this new fituation was certainly 
the ftation in which he was moft likely either to receive intelligence 
of the enemy, or to receive farther orders from the Admiralty. Even 
here, howeyer, he could not keep his flation, and was obliged to 
come into the neareft port. 

Earl Spencer next proceeded to vindicate the condufl: of the fleet 
under Adjiiiral Lord Brldport. As foon as the Admiralty got in- 
telligence of the failing of the French fleet, orders were fcnt to Lord 
Bridport to prepare for fea with all poflible expedition. The (hips 
under his command, however, could not be got ready till the 25th 
of December, five days after the date of the order. This delay 
was occafioned by fome of the fliips of Sir Roger Curtis' fquadron, 
and which were to go out with Lord Bridport, needing repair. As 
foon, however, as they were ready for fea, which wason-the a 5 th, 
they dropped down to St. Helen's, and here the noble Lord had 
aflced why he did not proceed to fea with nine ftiips of the line, in- 
ftead of waiting for, the other fix, which were to join him from 
Spithead. He aflTurcd the noble Lord that it neither arofe from 
the want of money to victual fliips, the want of money to pay the 
men, a divifion among His Majefly's Miniflcrs, a mifunderflanding 
between the Port Admiral and the Admiral of the fleet, nor from 
a confufion of the Telegraph fignals, but that the noble Admiral 
afled in obedience to his inftfuQions, which were fent before the 
Admiralty knew the courfe which the French fleet had taken, and 
before they knew that Admiral Colpoys had returned to part. Had 
the noble Admiral known that at that moment there were feven 
fliips of the enemy in Bantry Bay, he would not have hefitated a 
moment to put to fea if it had been pradticable. His Lordflxip . 
then read extrafls from feveral letters from Sir Peter Parker, the - 
Port Admiral at Spithead, the fubftanceof which was, that the Ihips 
deftined to join Lord Bridport, at St. Helen's, could not fail on ac- 
count of the adverfe winds. From all thefe circumflances, it fo 
happened, that Lord Bridport could not put to fea till the 3d of 
January, and it fo happened alfo^ that the French fleet eluded his vi- 
gilance ; he could by no means allow, however, that Ireland owed 
its fafety to the winds; on the contrary, it was the winds, and the 
-^'ads ©rily, which prevented the French fleet from being deftroyal. 
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cither by Admiral Colpoys or Lord Bridport. Having entered lata 
this explanation, he was perfuaded their Lordihips would confidet 
the papers upon their table, as fuperfcding the neccflity of any in- 
<}uiry. He (hould therefore give his decided negative to the miOK 
tion of the noble Lord. 

The Earl of CARLISLE faid, that when the noble mover 
firft gave notice of his intention to bring forward the prefent nWK 
tion, he was under ibme apprehenfion that the fame mode of de- 
fence would be attempted by the noble Earl at the head of the Ad- 
miraity, which had been pradlifed in another place, and that he 
would endeavour to reA his jul^ification upon felef^ed documents* 
Seiedtcd he (hould call them, to avoid a term which had on a formet 
night excited a good deal of warmth in the noble Lord. He had 
taken the liberty then to admonilh the noble Lord, that the bmt 
attempt could not in this Houfe be attended with the fame fuctefsu 
The rules of judicial proceedings to which their Lord(hips were in 
the habit of attending, led them to examine fads with greater 
miruitenefs, and ugght them to exercife that cool invedigating judge* 
tnent which eloquence was lefs apt to miflead. It was now for 
the dedfion of their Lordlhips, whether the papers which had been 
produced threw that light, and furnilhed thofe explanations upon the 
fubjeft, which were calculated to remove doubt and to afford fatis- 
fadion. For his own part, he did not think that the papers ipon 
the table could communicate that fatisfadltion which Was required. 
He lamented that Minifters had not come forward with thefe docu* 
ments fooncr, and offered their explanations when it might have 
b«e» poflible to collc^ information from other fources, and efpecially 
when they might have had an opportunity of hearing what the noble 
Lord (Bridport) who commanded the fleet, knew upon the fubjedl* 
It certainly was unpleafant for him, who had uniformly fupported 
Adminifb-ation, and who wilhed them well, to urge againft them 
charges which were of fo important a nature; but till he liad heard^ 
ibmething more fatisfadtory than the explanations already given, or 
the papers on the table afforded, he felt it his duty to prefs for far- 
rier elucidations. He (hould, therefore, advert to .a few points, 
feme of which had already been ftated . by the noble Lord who 
brought forward the motion, and others which had not yet been 
touched He wifhed to have it fatisfadtorily explained, why Mi- 
sters, i^hen they had information of the preparations made by the 
-encfny, and the intended falling of their fleet, had not provided a 
•fcrcc under Lord Bridport fufticiently ftrong to have been fuperior 
10 the confequences of fuch accidents as had happened to the Prince 
•nd Sans Pareil^ and which would have guarded againil the delay 
Vgi. HI. M 
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tehich fuch accidents had occafioned ? He thought it highly ncccffary 
likewife to know why it was four days defore the fleet was ready to 
fail after the new^ of the French fleet being at fea had arrived ? He 
was perfedly convinced that Admiral Thompfon and Admiral CoL- 
poys had done every thing which their known gallantry could prompt 
in the circu^mflanccs in which th^y were placed, and under the orders 
they had receii^cd. But why had not Minifters given Admiral 
Colpoys fpecific orders to make Ireland the chief objed of his regard? 
why was he not dire6led, upon the firft intelligence that th<J enemy 
had failed, to proceed to Ireland for the defence of that country ? 
It was the , duty of Minifters to watch over the fafety of Ireland, 
with the fgme care which the defence of Great Britain demanded. 
It was their duty to have left no chance of danger; when they knew 
that the defigns of the enemy were pointed againft it, they fhould 
have made it the objedl of their firft care and attention. Had they 
given fuch a pofitive order to Admiral Colpoys, there would have 
becfi no occafion for any delay in Lord Bridport's failing, becaufe 
-in procoeding dire6Hy to Ireland with the force he could mufter ho 
muft have fallen in with fome of Adniiral Colpoys' (quadron, and 
then he would not only have been in no danger from any fuperiority 
in number of the enemy, but would have been able to have faced 
them with fucgsfs. Even after Admiral Colpoys* return, why were 
<lot thofe of his ihips which were fit for fervice again fent out as foon 
as poffiblc, to. reinforce Lord Bridport ? But, befides thefc charges 
againft the .condudl of Minifters, when the emergency had adtually 
occurred, why had they not fooner made provifion for what they 
were apprifed wa« about to take place? The enemy's defign of in- 
vafion was known before 0(9ober: it v/as announced in the fpcech 
from the Throne; and it was publicly faid by Adminiftration that 
Ac attempt was pointed againft Ireland. With a navy of 124 
ib1j»s of the line, why was not the force under Lord Bridport much 
l^ger, and independent of any accidental occurrence ? Why was 
not the York (lying at Spithead) and the Raifonnable, which were 
lx>th in readinefs, ordered t6 join, if the delay in lord Bridport^s 
failing was owing to his want of fufficient force ? Laft war. Lord 
Sandwich had obfervcd, that the naval Minifter who did not provide 
a force adequate ta face the united fleets of France and Spain in the 
height of their pow^r deferved to )ofe his head. On the prefent oc- 
cafion, however, it was confe(&dly the remnant of the French naval 
power with which we had to contend ; and yet Minifters had fuf- 
fered it to brave our naval power, and to infult our coafts. He did 
not know how Portugal came to be confidered as of equal impor^" 
lanc^ to tbi9 country with Iicland^ as the arrangements of Minif* 
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tcrs feemcd to indicate. He confcffcd, that he could not recognize 
thcjufticc of the principle or »the policy of the condufi The orders 
for Admiral Colpoj's to go to Ireland fhould have been pofitive. 
Nothing (hould have been left to conjefture. Even the conjcflures 
of a perfon fo diftinguiihed for his (kill and gallantry were not to be 
trufted in fo monncntous an affair. Had fuch orders been given to 
Adif^iral Colpoys, he was convinced that the fleet of the enenny 
would have been annihilated, an event which would have accelerated 
that peace fo much wanted, and fo congenial to the wifties of all. 
Then we (hould not have feen that event which has made every man 
in the country hang his head, and which had raifed that diftruft, 
which has now gone abroad, of the condudl of our n^val affairs. 
With regard to thefe important points, the papers upon the table 
left every thing as obfcure as before. Thofe who thought that they 
-were fufficicnt to clear up the miftery which hung round this fub- 
je<Sl would be of opinion that no farther inquiry was neceflary. 
Thofe, however, who thought that to remove that uneaGnefs, mor- 
tification, and difcontent, which the^ condudl of our naval defence 
had excited, was a matter of grea( importance to the public, as well 
ais fatisfadion to their Lord(hips, would agree that it was neceflary 
to inftitute a farther inquiry. In this view, therefore, he fhould vote 
for the Committee propofed, 

The Marquis of ABERCORN faid, that no perfon could have 
lefs perfonal rivalfhip or animofity to the noble Earl at the head of 
the Admiralty than he himfelf had,. for he had known and refpccSed 
him from his earlieft years. He did not think, however, that any 
confidcrations of perfonal regard ought to prevent any noble Lord 
from fpeaking his fentiments freely on public occurrences ; nor 
could the noble Earl be offended that his public Adminiftration 
fhould be made the fubjec^ 9f Parliamentary difciiffion., Upon fcve- 
ral points he differed materially from the noble Earl. With regard 
to the condudl of the war, it was not, perhaps, convenient to deliver 
his full fentiments on the prefent occafion. With regard to the 
merits of Sir John Jeryis, it was fufficient barely to name him ; 
his exploits required no commemoration or panegyric. It has been 
faid on a former day that the firft Lord of the Admiralty ought to 
be careful how he allowed a Britifh fleet to perform fo lignal an ex- 
ploit as that which Sir John Jervis had achieved over fuch decided 
fuperiority of numbers. It would be recolle(Sed, however, that 
this was not the firft occafion during the prefent war, in which a 
Britifh ofHcer was enabled to (ignalize his gallantry, and to crown 
himfelf with glory from a fimilar inequality. Their Lordfhips 
would recoiled that they had returned their thanks to Admiral 

Ma 
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Cornwallis, and his brave Captain, Captain Whitby, for the 
aftonUhing exploit which he had performed in engaging and heating 
off a French fquadron of thirteen fail of .the line with only five. 
When they thanked that brave officer upon that occafion (and it 
was the leaft tribute they could bcftow) he did not cxpeft that the 
fame difparity would have afforded an opportunity for a difplay of 
gallantry and (kill in all its circumftances, perhaps ftill more 
aftonilhing and more important in its confequences. He hoped, 
however, that Minifters would not, as they had already done in a 
limilar inftance, deprive Captain Colder, in the vigour of life, of 
the opportunity of again fignaliiing that gallantry and (kill which 
he had difplayed ; nor, as a reward for his former zeal, deprive him 
of the means of again exerting it iti the fervice of his country. He 
hoped their Lordfhips would pardon him for this digreflion, which 
they might confider, indeed, as not wholly unconneflcd with th« 
prcfent fubjeft. He fliould now proceed to confider the queftion 
immediately before them for their decifion« In difcuffing the ex^^ 
pediency of a Parliamentary inquiry upon the prefent fubje6>, he 
Hvas defirous to put out of view all captious objcdions to particular 
fneafures, and to wave every confederation of what papers it might 
be hurtful to the public fervice to produce. In a war, however, 
in which failure had fucceeded failure, it was the right and the duty 
of Parliament to inquire, and it was the intereft of Minifters, if 
their conduct was unexceptionable, that the inveftigation (hould 
take place. We were now in the fifth year of a war marked with 
reverfes and misfortunes, in which plan after plan had mifcarried* 
In the courfe of this unfortunate period our patience, to fay no more, 
had kept pace with our difafters. Never had we been engaged in 
a war in which fo many opportunities of adding with advantage, 
had in a manner preflfed themfelves upon Minifters and been fo ill 
improved. Not one of them had been fcized with judgement, no 
veftige of profit from them now remained or could be traced. All 
the repulfes, however, which this country had ever encountered, 
funk before the difgraceful attempt with which Ireland had been 
threatened and infulted, with impunity. He did not fay that Mi- 
nifters were to blame in this aflfair, for it was not his difpofition or 
his habit, to prejudge, but if ever there was fubjeft for inquiry, it 
was this. The period to which the inquiry (hould extend, was pre- 
vious to the earlleft dates of .the papers laid upon the table. The 
Minifters had been in poffeffion of intelligence of the defigns of the 
enemy previous to October, and it was their duty not to have truftcd 
the fafety of Ireland to the winds and waves. It was their duty 
^ have prepared for its ilelence^ and to hive anai^od the foree an4 
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diftrlbution of their fleets, with a view to that enterprife which they 
knew would be attempted. Ireland was the principal objcft which 
the view of this fubjcd prcfented. Upon this head, however, he 
felt himfclf entangled and perplexed. Were he to explain himfelf 
fully he would furprifc their Lordfhips. But he never wiflied to 
fay more than caution dt6lated. Was it not an aggravation of the 
blame, wherever it rcftcd, that upon this naval defence alone th« 
fafcty of Ireland was ftaked ? To place itin a ftatc of internal pre- 
paration no exertion had been made, no meafure had been taken* 
To call this a moft criminal negleft, was to give it the fofteft term* 
It was a negleft by which Minifters had trifled with that impor- 
tant ilakfe which this country had in the fete of Ireland, with that 
union of mutual intereft infeparable as that of foul and body-— a nc- 
gled by which they had trifled with the property of thoufands and 
the happinefs of millions, by which they had pot to hazard the 
brighteft jewel in the Btitifh diadem. With regard to the papers 
produced, he did not think they proved much in favour of Minif- 
ters. To eftablifti the juftiflcation of Minifters, thefe papers ought 
to have proved four points — that this country had a fufiicient fleet 
ready for fea ; that Admiral Colpoys' fleet was fufliciently ftrong to 
keep the fea ; .that Admiral Colpoys was fufficiently provided with 
flores, &c. and that be had received particular orders to turn his 
attention to Ireland, and to proceed there as foon as he received in- 
telligence that the French fleet had failed. None of thefe points^ 
however, appeared from the papers. Indeed thoy were nothing 
more than fuch as any Adminiftration could produce, and gave no 
fatisfadion on this particular and important cafe. On the contrary^ 
it was proved that Admiral Colpoys had been too .long at fea, that 
he was nojt fufficiently provided with ftores, &c. and above all, it ' 
proved, beyond difpute, that no particular attention had been psud 
to Ireland, nor any pofitive orders given to Admiral Colpoys to 
make its fafe^y his principal object. Under fuch circumftances he 
could not have the fmalleft hefltation to vote, for the inquiry. 

Earl SPENCER,* in reply to the noble Marquis, faid, that he 
ihould coniider an inquiry as a cenfure on the Admiralty Board, to 
which no blame was imputable. With refpefl tq Admiral Col- 
poys, he would only fay, that if his fleet, together with that of Lord 
Bridport, had gone to foreland, the Channel would have been left 
<^n to the Dutch fleet ; in which cafe, the noble Marquis would 
not have fpared the Lords of the Admiralty. One of the caufes 
of Lord Brtdport's fleet not having been ready in time, was the 
damage which feveral Ihips fuftained in a hard gale of wind in the 
Chaand. He wouM, therefore^ (UU refift the motion ; as he muft 
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rCcwitcnd, that a difcretionary power ought to be vcfted in thofc who 
nad the management of the naval aff^iri of this country. 

. The Earl of MOIRA faid, that the generofiry of the noble Earl 
had involved and perplexed his own defence. He had combined 
"With his own defence the impra^icable attempt of liktwifc clearing 
the charadlers of his colleagues. When he came down to the Houfe 
to>day, he had come with the defign of voting againf^ the motion, 
becaufe he conceived it to imply a cenfure upon the Firfl: Lord of the 
Admirahy^ to whom, in h|s opinion, no blame attached. The mo- 
tion, however, now appeared to be of a more comprehenfivc nature, 
and to embrace more .important objed^s. After what had already 
been urged, and efpecially after the forcible and eloquent manner in 
which the fubjeft had been argued by the two noble Lords who 
fpoke laft, he (hould not trouble their Lordfhips with many obferva- 
tions. The real point he coofider^d to be, why Admiral Colpoyi 
had not received orders to proceed to Ireland as foon as he received 
information that the French fleet had failed ? To this important 
point, no fatisfadlory anfwer had been given. Though he was as 
confident as any man in the (kill of our Officers and the gallantry of 
our Seamen, he did not. think that very great inequality (hould be 
hazarded lightly. He was convinced,. however, that Admiral Col- 
poys' fquadron was fully equal to that of the enemy ; and all who 
knew that Officer muft regret that fortune bad prevented him from 
obtaining that brilliant triumph which an opportunity of engaging 
,thc enemy would have afforded. The noble Earl had contended, 
that, from the mafs of intelligence which Minifters received, it was 
impoffible ;o decide upon the real objedl of the enemy's expedition. 
» But did not the noble Earl know that it was the province of talents 
and ability to deduce caufes and confequences from the materials 
with which they might be furni(l)cd, and that on fuch occafions only 
true ftgacity was to be difcovered ? Minifters were in poffeffion of 
intelligence, and he was beyond meafure furprized that they had 
not aded upon it. He had been at Dublin when the prepara^tions 
of the enemy were going on, and the arms, ftores, &c. with which 
they Were provided, demonftrated the real point of their deftination. 
That their defign was to furnifh the difcontented in Ireland with 
arms, was evident. That their plan would prove abortive, was to 
be hoped, as it did ; and that though they had cfTcrf^ed a landings 
their attempts would have been unfuccefsful ; but before this hap- 
pened Minifters had nothing to build upon, and they ought to have 
prepared every means of defence in their power. This point, how- 
ever, did not aflTc^f^ the conduft of the Admiralty. If the beft means 
^f fccuring Ireland were not taken, it was the fault of Adminiftration 
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in general. The order to Admiral Colpoys to proceed td Ireland, 
muft have iffued from the Council ; he was furc they had certain 
information of the enemy's dcfigns, and it, was, at kaft, a very cri- 
minal negledt that no proper meafures of defence were adopted. Of 
any blame upon this head, he acquitted the Firft Lord of the Ad- 
miralty. He ibould vote for the inquir}^ becaufe he conceived it to 
extend to the condudl t)f Adminiftration in general upon this fub- 
jc6t ; but he voted for it, in the hope that it would not {top here;^ 
but that it would go farther ; that it would embrace thofe objects 
which demanded invedigation, and upon which the public escpeciol 
to be fatisfied^ The name of Sir John Jervis could not be uttered 
iwithout feelings of enthufiaftic admiration, beyond the power of 
panegyric ; but how dreadful would have been the confequenccs^ 
Jiad the event been different ! What was the ftate, what were the 
refources, what the profpefls of this country in the prefent moment? 
Jf we were to go on with patience^ to call it by fo geiltle a name, th« 
nation could never rife again from its prefent fituation ; we had a 
4:bance, and but one chance' to avoid ruin.. To be ruined, it was 
not necelTary that .the ifland (hould be funk into the fca, or that it$ 
inhabitants (hould difappear ; but wlien the adverfe circumftances 
in which a nation is placed involve a confufion which no longer 
allows things to move in their ufual courfe, or to be managed as they 
have been for centuries, then that country may be faid'to be ruined : 
thtj (hould learn, therefore, to appreciate their true fituation. He 
Should vote for the inquiry, in the hope that they would proceed far- 
ther, and (hew to whom the difiifters of the war were to be attributed, 
and examine why Minifters did not fcize and improve the favourable 
-of^ftunities which prefented- 

The Earl of LIVERPOOL begged leave to call the attention of 
^heir Lord(hip6 to what had been the cafe in all former wars. He 
maintained, that if we had a Channel fleet equal to the enemy, that 
iiad been always deemed fufHcient for our defence : fuch was the un- 
4erfianding in the whole courfe of the laft war, and in all our forr 
mer wars \ when we had fuch a fleet we had always felt ourfelvet 
iccure, axid no blame was ever imputed to Minifters for not provir 
^ing a, greater force- Whether that was the cafe in the prefent in- 
itancct, .was a point that did not (eem to be much difputed. Admiral 
Colpoys had fifteen Ihips to face the eJnemy, and three of them were 
three deckers ; and as to the place to which he was to dire£l his 
force, he begged leave to fay, it was not for the defence of Ireland 
exclulively, it was for the defence of every part of His Majeliy Eu- 
xopejin dominions.- It was a queftion where the fleet could be beft 
fiatiicnusd for general defence ; and he maintained, it adtually had 
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been Rationed in a place and (ituation, where It could opcTate to the 
bed advantage for the defence of this nation, and was in readinefs 
to come to the defence of Ireland as foon as to any other part. Ad- 
miral Colpoys had orders to intercept the enemy's fleet going to any 
part of the world, and although at this time it appeared doubtful 
whether they were intended for Portugal or for Ireland, was it poffi- 
ble to imagine that if Admiral Colpoys thought they were going to 
Ireland, he had fuch orders as did not leave him at liberty to follow 
them to Ireland? The Admiral, viewing all the circumftances, took 
the refolution to remain on his ftation ; and, from all the informa- 
tion which he had, the gallant Admiral was right in doing fo ; and 
all that happened to difappoint his hopes and expectations, was owing 
to the wind. Sir Edward Pellew followed the French fleet, but he 
could never find Admiral Colpoys to give him information ; this 
Ifras owing to advcrfe wind and weather. As to the objeflion that 
our fleets were not 'ready to fail Iboncr, he thought the reafons at 
figned by his noble friend were quite fufficient to fatisfy their Lord- 
(hips. Government, had ndt then information as to the probable 
deftination of the fleet, and when they had, the days were fo (hort, 
and the weather fo unfavourable, that the fleet could not poflibly fail 
fooner than it did. This a()peared from the information of the Ewt 
Admiral, for at this very time a Well-India fleet was quite unable 
lo come down to St. Helen's. As a farther proof of this he referred 
to the French accounts of their own fleet in that expedition, by which 
it appeared that the French Admiral and General, who muft know 
to what place they were ordered to proceed, were on board a frigate, 
' and they were feparated from the fleet, and were never able lo find 
it until they returned again to their own port. A farther proof that 
the elements were very tempeftuous was, that while the French fleet 
were in Bantry Bay, they could not land a man, except the few who 
were driven on fliore by the violence of the ttmpeft. Had the Bri- 
tifh fleet followed the French at this time it might have fufl^red 
greatly, and therefore in that view the event might be confidered as 
fortunate even to us. Upon the whole view of the matter he was 
perfcflly fatisfied that every thing had been done which human pru- 
dence was capable of under all the circumflances, and therefore he 
could not agree to throw the iinallell cenfure upon Adminiftration Iqr 
aflenting to any fuch inquiry. 

The Duke of BEDFORD feid, there were parts of the fpeech of 

the noble Earl who had juft fat down which he could not pafs over irt 

filence. He had obfervcd that Admiral Colpoys had no information 

to guide him as to the deftination of the French fleet. Tliat he 

''uld not deny. That die Houfe alfo bad not all the infonMtioa 
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they could deflre from the noble Earl at the head of the AdmTralty, 
he believed their Lordfhips could not deny. The noble Earl hafd, 
indeed, affured the Houfc that the orders which were given were 
the very bcft that could be given. Perhaps His Majefty's Minifters 
might think that all the orders they gave were well arranged, and 
thatif they gave any farther explanation than they had done, they 
might convey improper and dangerous information to the enemy , 
and that therefore they ought to referve themfelves for a fitter op- 
portunity to explain the matter more fully. He apprehended, how- 
ever, that what they had faid in their own defence demonftratcd the 
ncccflity of an inquiry. He confcffcd that he for one was but lit- 
tle Satisfied with the confolation held out by the noble Earl who 
(poke laft, that it was always held fufficicnt in former wars for us to 
equal the enemy with a channel fleet, thereby infinuating that it 
would be fufficient for us to do fo in this. Such doftrine, he owned, 
appeared to him to be but frigid confolation, after the repeated aflfer* 
tions that had been made that we had almod annihilated the mart-^ 
time power of France. As little fatisfaftion did he receive from 
the general aflfertions of the noble Earl upon the wind and weather. 
None of thefe general obfcrvations or affertions appeared to him to 
anfwcrthc ftatements and the arguments of his noble relation, who 
had fo fairly and fo ably opened this fubjedl to their Lordihips, and 
which ftatement and arguments, called, in his opinion, for a full 
inveftigation. His noble relative had ftated the cafe, as he ought 
to (late it. He avoided minute particulars, which had no imme« 
diate bearing on the queftion, and brought before the Houfe the pro- 
minent points which appeared to him to bear upon the conduct of 
His Majefty's Minifters. The nbble^earl at the head of the Ad- 
miralty did the reverfe of this. He avoided all the prominent poiht» 
that bore upon the condudl of Minifters, and dwelt elaborately on 
minute points that had little or no bearing upon the main queftion, 
and this was what Minifters called exculpating themfelves. He was 
willing, however, to do juftice to the noble Earl at the head of the 
Admiralty, for he thought he had proved by his condufl, that wc 
ought not to fear meeting theencmy at fea with a very inferior forc« 
in point of number, and perhaps he might be inclined to hold his 
prefent iituatton until he (hould find fome man arrogant enough to 
contend againft the elements; but he (hould be forry to fee the 
noble Earl perfift in that fort of firmnefs ; and he was ready to con- 
fefs that it appeared to him unaccountable, notwithftanding all that 
had been faid, that fuch an icvent as that of the Iri(h expedition 
fliould have taken place, when it was known that he had above ai| 

hundred (hips of war in the European feats* But it had been (aid 
VrkT ITT xr 
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that at the time the armament was preparing at Breft, it was uncer^ 
tain whether it was intended for Ireland, or for Portugal, and t^at 
^he chance was equal. Now he wogld a{k, Whether, fuppofir^ 
^he chance to be equal, there was a man in this world who thoui^t 
h would be wife in us to put Portugal in the fcaie againft Ireland? 
Whether there was a man upon earth ra(h enough to put thcfe twp 
chances upon an equality with regard to the intcreft of this country 
in thwarting the expedition ? Admiral Colpoys, he had no doubtt 
aded well, according to the information and inftrudtions he received ; 
but he muft contend that from the information which Miniiters re- 
ceived, he ought to have had pofitive orders to fail to Ireland. Thf^ 
whole cafe, in his opinion, refted on the fituation of Ireland ; and . 
here it was notorious, from the do^iuments which Minifters them- 
felves had laid- upon the table, that this fleet ought to have been in 
Ireland when the French were there ; for Minirters had early infor- 
mation of the BreR fleet being to fail, and probably, at lead, that 
they were deftined for Ireland ; indeed they could not even dcnjr 
that they had information, or that they ought to have had it, con(i« 
dering the vafl fums of money that they were allowed for obtaining 
intelligence. They might have judged, they ought, indeed, to have 
known, from the arms that were on 5bard, and from the nature of 
the equipment, that it was deftined for Ireland. It was evident, 
from the nature of that equipment, that the Frenc-h were g9ing to a- 
place where thay thought they (hould meet with a number of men 
to join them, and therefore they carried arms with them to put into 
the hands of fuch men ; they, were deceived in that expe<f)ation^ 
and be was very glad of it ; but that was a qircumftance fpt which 
we could not be indebted to MiniAers. He really thought that 
the Houfe had nothing more to do than to read the papers upon 
their table, and to attend to the fpeech of the Fird Lord of the Ad* 
miralty, in order to be latisfkd of rhc neceffity of inquiry ; and the 
que(li6n now (imply was. Whether opon an evident neceffity tl^ir 
Lordfhips would now agree to gp into an inquiry to fatisfy them* 
lelves, and to fatisfy the public alfo, or continue a blind confidence 
in Minifters and deceive the public ? 

Lord, HOOD cxprefled his decided o|Hnion, that the motion> if 
adopted by their Lprdfliips could b^ of no fervice whatever, but 
would, on the contrary, produce much miicluef. He was forty ta 
find an^inquiry of fuch a nature propctfed at a time when the hcsutu 
and hands of every man (hould ynite in fupport of the eountiy* 
Wi^h rcfpe£t to fome whi(pers which he underftuod were fprfia4 
i]plative to a noble Lord, his near rel^UQn» wi Vlcc-A^mx^l Col- 

h ^ wtire treated by him ^itb ibc mpft m^tA cools»|dt<i 
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-Titctr coridu6f had cvcf l)cefi of the moft honourable kind, and 
defied the nrioft minute and invidious inquiry. He was convinced 
that every poffiblc ,mcafurc had been adopted during the courfc of the 
war, by the naval dep4rtmenr» for the imercft of the nation ; and if 
we had in any refpedt failed, it was nuC owing to any want of con- 
iiiSt on our part, but (hould be attributed to the events, and to the 
perfidy of the Court of Sp^in. He faw no blame in Hi« Majefty'i 

, Minifters upon this occafion, and therefore he could not aflent to 
the propofcd inquiry. He hoped that by prudent management of 
our naval power the wifiies o^ this C( untry would foon be gratified 
by an honourable peace. He faid that while his mental faculties, 
fuch as they were, continued, -he (hould have been glad to have 
ferved in this juft and neceifary war, if he had been permitted 
lo do fo. 

L<ird AUCKLAND oppofed the nootion. He could fee no 
reafon for terming this a mifearriage on our part. The enemy had 

. failed in the expedition, and had loft one fourth of their (hips, and 

nearly five thoufand of their men. We had not, perhaps, fuc- 

eeeded to the ultimate point of our withes, but AtU the advantage 

was all ot\ our fide He decIared,^ that rich as the country was in 

rcfources, fuccefsful as (he had been in her exertions, and glorious 

in her naval achievements, it was a paradox to him to fee her de- 

preflfed in fuch a manner at this moment, deprefled as if (he were 

wholly unarmed. He could innpute no blame to any perfon in the 

late expedition — the condud both of the Admirals and the Admi* 

ralty fecmed to him worthy of the higheft praife. An attempt 

had been made to connect the military calamities of the war with 

the naval exploits. Such an attempt he confidercd to be unfair. 

The country had endured no calamity by fca. She had rifcn to ihe 

highed pinnacle of glory, and had deftroyed above one hundred (hips 

of war belonging to the enemy. 

The Earl of GUILFORD faid, that having more than once 

* 
m the prefent war, (which all perfons, he believed, would now join 

with him in afiferting to have been calamitous,) propofcd inquiries 

fuch as'thts, anJ ha^^ing alw.iys met with the fame arguments in 

anfwer to his propofitions, he (ho^jld not now go over the fame 

ground again. If all that the Houfe had feen, and all that they 

had felt, did not force an inquiry, fure he was, that whatever he 

could' urge, or whatever eloquence might be ufed, would be ufed 

in vain , ycty though he meant to abltain froni following the fame 

line of argument which he haJpurfucd upon former occafions, hi 

ftili cojKl not refrain from addrcfling a few words to thofe noWc 

Lords wh'j had been in the habit of prevailing fo. often upon the 

XT /* 
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judgement of the Houfe. He would put it to others, whether they 
could refufc to inlVitute an inquiry r And, indeed, fome fort of in- 
quiry they felt to be neceffary ; for no fooner had the fubje6t been 
mentioned in the Houfe, than the noble Earl at the head of the Ad- 
rrtiralty w;is ready to produce the papers that had been laid upon the 
table. That ihcy had been garbled, he would not fay ; but, at 
• leaft, he would contend, that they had been, for the purpofe of con- 
veying any information, very badly feled^ed. He could find in 
thofc papers no good reafon for Admiral Colpoys being kept fo long 
at fea ; he afferted it to be the belief of all, that the preparations at 
Breft were deftined againft Ireland ; yet until December no mea- 
fures had been taken againft thefe preparations, except the fending 
out Admiral Colpoys. With refpeft to the real deftination of the 
Breft fleet, the Minifters were, he believed, the only perfons who « 
entertained any doubts ; Ireland obvioufly ought to have been the 
firft point of defence ; Ireland, however, had not been protcdJcd, 
and he hoped that it would be the laft time /he would be left in 
fuch a fituation. The noble Earl had faid, that it was not in his 
power to conrrbat the winds ; and that till a perfon was found bold 
enough to cope with them, he would continue to exert his fervices in 
the fituation which he now held. And in this part of his fpecch, the 
noble EarLhad mentioned the word ** eagerncfs." If by cagernefs, 
-his Lordfliip meant eagerncfs for peace, made, however, upon very 
different propofals from thofc which had bren carried by Lord 
Malmefbury, he believed that the whole country, in common with 
himfelf, would feel that eagernefs ; but if the noble Lord meant to 
allude to any other kind of " eagernefs," he was at a lofs to guefs 
whom he pointed at. If he, thought there was any eagernefs in any 
party to fuccccd the prefent Adminiftration, he owned he was unac- 
quainted with any fuch ** eagernefs.*' Who, after what had happened 
to this country, would wifh to (hare in the toils and troubles of 
managing its public affairs? , Who that could efcape, could wi(h 
to criter into fuch difficulty ? He was not acquainted with any 
man whofe ambition approached fo near to madnefs as to wifti to 
fucceed the Minifters who .had brougHt their country to ruin. Who 
would wiih to take upon himfelf to recal the credit of the Bank of 
England ? Who was the man who was ambitious of the trouble of 
repairing the broken finances of this country ? Who would wifli to 
be refponfiblc for the reftoration of all the loffes we had fuftatned 
in St. Domingo ? Who would wifti to be refponfible for the refto- 
ration of every iixptnce that had been expended upon Holland ? 
Who would wifh to be refponfiblc for every ftiilling that had hectk 
txpended upon the Netherlands i Who would wifli to undertake 
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to indemnify this country for all the treafurc that had been expended 
upon Corfica ? If there did cxift fuch a man in this country, he 
owned he was unticquaintcd , with him ; and he verily believed the 
noble Earl might be perfeflly at eafe about any ** cagcrnefs'* being 
felt by any man in his fenfes to fucceed him.^He concluded with ob^ 
ferving, that unlefs their Lordrtiips felt the propriety of this inquiry 
themfelvesfrom the papers on the table, and the fpeech of the noble 
Earl at the head of the Admiralty, nothing that could be faid upon 
the fubjed could have any efFcdt upon their Lordfhips' minds. ' 

The Earl of SCARBOROUGH quoted an exprcffion of the 
venerable Sir George Saville, " that to vote for an inquiry into the 
caufes of difafter was not to vote cenfure." The prefcnt occaifion 
demanded inquiry. Every thing had been facrificed to confidence. 
He took (hame to himfclf for having gone on fo long. He fhould 
certainly vote for inquiry. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, he had liflencd with aftonifliment (a 
the mode in which the noble Lords had fupported this motion, and 
more than ,once he really was in doubt whether they were not 
wholly miftaken in the fadls upon which they were to decide. An 
attempt had been made to fcparate the feelings of Minifters, as if 
they had not all an equal (hare in this tranfadion : for Jjis own part, 
he was ready to acknowledge his (hare in the tranfaflion, and in 
the refponfibility attached to it : but they could not be anfwerablc 
for things which were not in their power. Whenever any expedi- 
tion failed, the whole blame was thrown upon Minifters, without 
flopping to afcertain whether they were, in faft, guilty. It was 
iuppofed that they could at pleafure command the i;\inds and waves, 
and fend a fleet up or down the Channel at a moment's warning. 
But really it would be impoflible to form even a conjedure as to the 
fz6\s of this tranfaflion from vhat had fallen during the dtbate. It 
had been rcprefcnted as a national difgrace, without lofs, and what- 
ever failure there was, was on the fide of the enemy, who had loft 
near five thoufand men In this wild attempt. It might have been 
fuppofed, from the manner in which forae noble Lords liad fpoken, 
that this was a complete triumph of the French fleet over ours ; 
whereas, in fa£l, their only boaft was, that they had fucceedcd in 
cfcaping from our fleet. This was riot a boaft that the French 
would formerly have made ; they would have confidered it as a 
difgrace. They had undoubtedly fucceedcd in cfcaping from our 
fleet, but it was in confequence of events which it was impoflibJe to 
forefee or prevent; fior was it, as was imagined, fo eafy with a fu- 
perior force to prevent an inferior force frorft failing. Movement! 
at fea could not be made with the exadnefs and certaii)ty they aie 



94 PARLIAMENTARY [LosM^ 

on land. ' In the warmth of aigumenty noble Lords, certainly un* 
intentionally^ had complimented Minifters; for they exclaimed, 
^* You have not ^cn able to catch this miferable wreck of the^ 
French fleet." Who niade it a wrfcck r Was it not efFefled during 
the prefent war, and by the prefcnt Adminiftration ? In no former 
war had this country ever been able to keep two fleets in the 
Channel equal to that of the French ; and yet in this war, two 
had conAantly been maintained, one ready for failing, and the other 
blocking up Breft. 

. Some infinuations had been thrown out in the debate, as if Mi* 
nifiers bad confidered the fafety of Portugal as equal to that of Ire- 
land. No fuch charge had been dire<ftly made ; indeed, it carried 
too much abfurdity on the fsice of it to be gravely ftated in that 
Houfe. But if noble Lords fuppofed, that becaufe our fleet was 
fuperior, the enemy could not get to the coaft of Ireland, he wquld 
refer them to two inftances — one in 1689^ in which year the 
French landed in Ireland, notwithftanding Lord Torrington was at 
fea with a formidable fleet ; and In the fucceeding year the fame 
attempt was made, and fuccefsfully made, though Admiral Ruffel 
did every thing in his po^cr to prevent it. As to Ireland, he was 
ready to allQw that its defence, as wdl as that of England, muf^ reft 
upon the fleet ; but they were by no means in fuch a flate of in* 
tcrnal defence, in Ireland, as to render fuch an invaflon at all 
alarming. The French aiFe£led to have fomc hopes o( being joined 
irt Ireland; but the event (hewed how much they were miftaken. 
This was a convincing argument in anfwer to thofe who declaimed 
upon the difcontents in Ireland, ^nd would, h^ hoped, be recol- 
k<5led in all future difcuflions upon that fubje<!%. )ic begged leavp 
to bring to >their Lord(hips' refrollediop, the diflerent ir^flances in 
which the naval undertakings of the French had been dcfetyted. 
The (hameful and cowardly condud of Richery after he left Tou- 
lon, and the manner in which he avoided the Britifh fquadron, till 
ftrengthened by the accefllon of a Spanifli fleet ; the event of the 
.firft of June, one of the moft memorable in the hiftory of nautical 
affairs ; and the late decifivc viflory, were evidence of that fupc- 
riority on which the defence of the country fo particularly depended. 
Whatever we might feel for the mifcarriage of the undertaking of 
pur allies on the Continent, in our naval attempts there was nothing 
but triumph. That in this mifcarriage we had fuflered fome pecu- 
niary lofs, he was ready to admit ; yet he was fo far from regretting 
wha^ had been thus expended, that were it poflible to recal whs^ 
was pafled, he woi^d again vote for the ai&flanqe whicl^ luid a^H- 
allj^ bc^n ^ven» 
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The late attempt of the oiemy upon Ireland was, he maintained^ 
to be confidered as another inftance of the failure. They had loft 
two line of battle (hips, five frigates, and, he believed, the total of' 
dieir lofs amounted to eleven armed veflfeU. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN faid, that it was with reluc- 
tance he rofe at fo late an hour, but fo prepoflcifed was he of the 
neceflity of ah inquiry, that he could not help urging once moce 
fome of thoie confequences^hat would refult from refuting to grant 
it. Every noble Lord mufl feel a convi£Kon, that had the fleet fcnC 
againft Ireland been captured, the whole country would have beea 
in petk& fecurity againfl an invafion. That being the cafe, wa^ 
there a man who would fay, that it was not proper to know whe- 
ther any, and where fu^h blame was imputable ? In Ireland it had 
been a prejudice to reprcfent the Government of this country ap 
Garclefs of the (lAer kingdom. At prefent a new difcontent had 
arifcn ; and gentlemen who were in the habit of correfpondii:^ with 
Ireland knew very well, that they who had formerly taken the past 
of the Government, were now forced to acknowledge that Ireland 
had been nqgleded. Applications had been made from thence for 
protedion ; and it^n^uil be confefled that that country had been 
abandoned by England. Minifters had pledged to keep up a great 
land force in Ireland, which they had withdrawn. In the laft war, 
a pledge had been made, that a naval force fhould, in all future 
wars, he kept off the Irilb coaft ; and where he Minifter now, he 
fhould think it neceflary to (btion a fleet in the Cove of Cork im* 
mediately. An inquiry could not but be fatisfadiory in every point 
of view ; fati$fa<Elory to Adn^iral Colpoys, to Lord Bridport, and 
to the profedion at large. There were, befides, other perfons con- 
cerned in the inquiry — the Admiralty, the Commiflioners of Ac- 
counts, and other inferior Boards : it would not impede, but acce- 
lerate operations. Mintflers, indeedl, had (hewn fome confciouf* 
nefs of the neccfTity of a mock inquiry at leaA, by their producing 
papers ; and the firfl thing to be remarked on thefe papers, was the 
notorious want of intelligence. The rioble Earl had faid, that he 
would refign when he could find a perfon daring enough to contend 
againft the winds. What the Public wanted was, not a man who 
. could govern againft the winds and waves, but who would govern 
^ith them : this was was the cafe in the prefent inftance. The wind 
had been favourable ; and all that had been wanting, was an Ad<- 
miralty i^pable of making ufe of it. On the 1 6th of December, 
Admiral Colpoys received intelligence of the French having failed, 
the wind continued fair, and if he had had proper orders, he would 
have |)een «ff the Iriih coaft. Had the (hips under Lord Bridport 
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been ready, the wind would ftrll have been fair. The noble Earl 
had talked of long nights ; was it fo gr6at a reach of forefight to 
Icnow that there were long nights in December r But the French 
fleet, It feemcd, might have gone up the Channel. In the firft 
place, the wind was againft them ; but if they had, what would 
have been the cafe ? They would have been under lock and key. 
The remainder of the fubjedl lay in a very froall compafs ; it 
turned upon two points. xWhy were not orders given to Admiral 
Colpoys to gooff Cape Clear ? and why were not more (hips kept 
ready at Portfmouth ? It was impoflible for Minifters to get over 
thefc two points. He had read the other day a debate upon a 
drill-plough. A Clergyman faid, " What ftufF men will take in, 
when it is their intercft to believe it." But this fluff would not go 
down now, for it was not the intereft of the country to believe it. 
The fubjoft lay to-day between the Houfe and the Miniflers; to- 
morrow it would lie between Minifters and the Public, who would 
not fail to fee that grofs negledl and inability were imputable to the 
Admiralty. 

Earl FITZ WILLI AM faid, that, without pcrfonal hoftility 
to the Firft Lord of the Admiralty, he muft vote for irtquiry. The 
coi)du6l of our Marine, as to its great operations, belonged equally 
to all the Cabinet. There had been blame, and there ought to be 
inquiry. Some cxprefTions which had been thrown out of " greater 
care being required for England than Ireland," would make a deep 
impreflTion on the minds of the People of that country ; and he was 
forry to have heard them. 

Lord GRENVILLE replied, fo far from the fafety of Ireland 
having been neglected, it had been the obje6t of particular at- 
tention. * 

The Earl of GUILFORD fupported the objeflion of the 
noble Marquis, relative to the preference given to England over 
Ireland. 

The Houfe then divided upon Lord Albemarle's motion :— 
Contents, 14; Proxy, i. Non- Contents, 74; Proxies, 20. 

m 

Liji of the Minority in the Houfe of Lords on the Earl of Alhemarlei- 
motion for an Inquiry into the conduct of the Navy. . . 

Duke of Norfolk, Earl of Suffolk, 

Duke of Bedford, . Earl of Moira, 

Marquis- of Lanfdown, Earl of Scarborough, 

Marquis of Abercorn, Earl of Carlifle, 

Earl of Guilford, Lord Holland, 

Earl of Albemarle, Lord King, 

. Earl Fitzwilliam, . Lprd S^y and Sele. 
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Tuifday, 2 \Ji March. 

The Earl of MOIRA rofc to make his^promifcd motion with 
regard to Ireland. He iTaid that where two feparate and indepen- 
dent Legiflatures exifted, a<Sing each within its own fphcre for the 
happinefs of two countries united under a common head, and 
identified by a common intereft, it certainly was of the utmoft im- 
portance for them mutuaMy to refpedt the line by which their autho- 
rity was bounded. They ought to be careful not to exceed the line 
of demarcation^ and to employ the utmoft delicacy in agitating quef- 
tions in which the privileges and the independence of each other 
were invdved. Although this general truth could not be difputed, 
circumflancesi however, might occur in which, confiftcntly with the 
moft perfcdl regard to independent rights and feparate authorities, it 
might be meritorious for them mutually to manifeft their attention 
and their anxiety for objefls in which their common interefts were 
concerned. The delicacy with which this fpccies of interference might 
be conduced, would aflbrd an affurancc of the purity of the motive. 
It would effeSually guard againft the irritating fufpicionof ufurpa- 
tions which Awaken jcaloufies and kindle refentmcnts. Free from 
every appearance of an affcflcd fuperiority and overbearing do- 
minion, fuch an interference for common intereft would be received 
with kindnefs and attended with advantage. When urgent cafes 
render interference ncceffar}', the delicacy that may be obfervcd, re- 
moves every jealoufy which might otherwife be excited ; and when 
the mcafure is embraced, it i^ with the fenfe that thofe whom it re- 
gards will confider it in the fame fpirit by which it was didtated, 
and view it with the fame intereft from which it flowed. Upon thef« 
'grouiidsy therefore, he now rofe for the purpofe of moving an hum~ 
ble addrefs to His Majefty, that he would be gracioufly pleafed 
to interpofe his paternal and beneficent interference to remedy the 
difcontents which prevail in Ireland, and which create the moft 
ferious alarm for that country, and for the deareft interefts of the 
Britifli empire. It might, perhaps, be objected, that this was aa 
interference with the independent authority of the Irifli Legiflature. 
Such an objedion, he (hould have thought it fuperfiuous to anfwer, 
had it not been hinted upon a former night, when he gave notice of 
his motion. But would fuch an intention be imputed to him who 
had repeatedly oppofcd every pretenfion that could bring that inde- 
pendence into doubt, to him who had reprobated fo ftrongly thofe 
meafures which interfered with that Legiflature when they were 
about to complete their own work, and when they would have 
carried it to that perfe^ion which would have removed the caufes 
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which produced thofc difcontcnts that rendered the prcfcnt inter- 
ference ncccffary ? ThU was noqueftion of internal regulation. It 
M^as a point of common concert) and of mutual intereft, upon which , 
both countries had an equal right to ftand forward. That cafes, 
demanding the exercifc of this common right, might occur, could 
fcarcely be difputed. He did not wifh to make any odious allufion 
to any former difcuflion ; but fuppofc, as a pbfliblc cafe, that fuch a 
difpofition of the Britifti fleet was intended as would leave Ireland 
defencelefs, might not the Irifli Houfe of Lords interfere by an ad- 
drefs to His Majefty praying that fuch a meafurc might not bc^ 
adopted ? If in the courfc of a negotiation with France any condi- 
tions were to be ftipulated which would prove particularly prejudi- 
cial to Ireland, would it be incompetent for the Iri(h Houfe of Lords 
to addjrefs His Majefty, that he\vould be gracioufly pleafed to inter- 
pofc to prevent its* taking effcdl ? Such objcflions as thefe could not 
be urged witlr any propriety, or maintained with any fuccefs. In 
fpeaking of the neceffity of the meafure he propofed, he hoped he 
ihould be excufed from going into any detail. The extent and ra- 
pid increafe of the difcontents which prevailed in Ireland, werefub- 
jcfls of fuflBcient notoriety to form the ground of this proceeding. 
He (hould abdain, therefore, from enumerating the particulars which 
had come to his knowledge, and of which, indeed, he had recently 
been witnefs. They appeared unncceffary tp the refolution which 
the Houfe was no\^ called upon to form. If it was neceflfary to go 
into the detail, he hoped he ihould be allowed, in the ufual privilege 
of rd^ply, to give thofe minute explanations which might be required, 
and from this detail he ihould not be precluded by any thing which 
he now faid. He did not expeS to hear to-night that the difcon- 
tents, to which he alluded, were exaggerated. Such mode of reply 
would not be admitted at a moment like the prefent. The eyes of 
the country were fixed upon their Lordfhips. The attention of the 
country at large, alarmed at the critical fituation in which it is placed, 
' was turned to their Lordfliips ; the public had a right to expeft that 
they would (hew themfelves honeft and careful, that they would not 
allow a queftion of fuch magnitude to be evaded by any objcdlion of 
forms, or any alledged inaccuracy of ftatemeht. The time was now 
pad in which their Lordfhips might be amufed with unprofitable dif- 
putations. Subftantial vigour and energy of conduct were now re- 
quired. The univerfal fentiment that prevailed was, that the ex- 
ertion of every honeft man and friend to his country was neceffary 
to fave the State from the calamities in which it was plunged^ 
and from the dangers with which it was threatened. If their 
Lordihips refuf^d to contribute their part, they would forfeit their 
die with the public^ they would entail upon that Houfe re* 
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proach equally di(honourable to themfelves and pernicious to the 
country* In addreflinjg His Majcfty to the efFcft propofcd, the Houfc 
would not only exercife one of its mod important privileges, but ful- 
fil one of its moft important dutiesi. They were the hereditary 
Counfellors of the Throne, and no occaiion could occur which called 
more ftrongly for the exercife of the right. If it appeared that the 
Counfellors rnore immediately about His Majefly's perfon, His 
Majefty's Mini(lcrS| had not given that advice which was calculated 
to enfure the happinefs and profpcrity of Ireland, it was the duty of 
their Lordftiips to approach the Throne with advice more wife and 
falutary. If they doubted the wifdom of the advice which had been 
given, this was the inftance for the exercife of their particular func- 
tion. To aft in this manner was to pianifcfl the ftrongeft proof of 
attachment to the Sovereign, and was thebeft pledge of their intereft 
in the public welfare. But it might be faid, what influence could 
fuch an addrefs carry with it to change the Couticils by which Ire- 
land was governed ? In any private company fuch an objeftion in the 
courfe of converfation could be confidcrcd as the refult only of ig- 
norance or of impudence. To prove the influence of the Britifli 
Cabinet he needed only to appeal to a fadl which had occurred not 
very long ago, he meant the recall of Earl Fitzwilliam, at a time 
when all Ireland concurred rn the meafures which he purftfed, when 
that country gave the faircft prolpeft of tranquillity, and the fureft 
pledge of afliflance and fupport to Britain in the difliicult and arduous 
ctrcumflanccs in which (he was jphccd. To the impolicy of this 
meafure the diflrafted ftate of Ireland was now to be imputed. If 
the Britifli Cabir^et could interfere fo fuccefsfully for what he deemed 
an impolitic and mifchievous purpofe, could they not interfere for 
the falutary end of recommending wifdom and producing good ?. He 
was convinced that the general fcntimcnt of Ireland was that of cor- 
dial attachment to this countrv, and that it was the determination 
of the majority to fland or fall with this country. But, amid the 
c(iflraftions with which Ireland was agitated,' the jealoufies which 
now prevailed and under the fyftem which now fubliOcd, their Lord- 
(hips (hould recolleft what incalculable advantage was given to in(i« 
dious and difafFedted fpirits to reprefent the bad cffeds whiA rc- 
fulted from their conned^ion with this country. He could conceive 
no ftate of things more fatal than that Ireland (hould be the fubje<!l 
of continual jcaloufy and diftruft to this country. Unlcfs wife mea- 
fures were taken to prevent it, fuch, however, would be the ftate to 
which we fliould be reduced. He trufted that the army upon which 
we relie.l for the defence of Ireland wou'd ever remain faiihtul to 
their King and to the Britifh empire. But would it not be liniviTe- 
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to truft entirely to this refource ? Would It not be impolitic to rely 
upon this laft rcfort before they had done every thing to obtain a better 
fe'curity ? Circumftances could be conceived, in which this fupport 
might be overthrown. A fimilar reliance in another country, with- 
out, in time, endeavouring to obtain better fccurity, had plunged it 
into the utmoft mifery and diftrefs. Was it wife to truft the veffel 
upon the ocean with this fingle anchor ? At prefent it was but too 
evident that there was no dependence- on any thing but force. They 
ought, therefore, to apply the remedy in time. It was now in their 
hands. It might be alked, what was the plan which he wirtied to 
purfue ? This, however, was indicated in the motion itfelf. When they 
addreffed His Majefty to interpofe his paternal care and benevolence, 
the known goodnefs of his nature left no room for doubt as to the re- 
fult. It was by temper, equity and good faith, that the diftrafliong 
of Ireland were to be appeafed, and their affeftions conciliated. 
No good could be expeflcd from a profecution of the prefent fyftem. 
He was confident, however, that the adoption of meafures calculr 
ated to imprefs the people with confidence in the Government, would 
quickly call forth that fond afFciStion of the inhabitants of Ireland to 
this country, which circumftances might cloud, but could not ex- 
tinguifti, infpire that zeal fo neceflary in the prefent moment, and 
furnifti thofe refources which were requifite for the critical (ituatiori 
in which we were placed, and the arduous conteft in which we were 
engaged. On thefe grounds, therefore, he reftcd the motion which 
he was now to propofe, ** That an humble addrefs be prefented to 
His Majefty, praying that he would be gracioufly pleafcd to inter- 
pofe his paternal and beneficent interference to allay the difcon- 
" tents which at prefent fubfift in his kingdom of Ireland, and 
** which threaten the deareft interefts X)f the Britifh empire." 

Lord GRENVILLE lamented that upon the prefent important 
difcuflion, they were deprived of the affiftance of the great talents 
and experience of the noble Lord who ufually occupied the wool* 
fack. He was at the fame time perfuadcd that the noble Lord was 
actuated by a fenfe of public duty, in chufing to bring forward a 
fubjedl of fuch importance, without regarding the circumftance of 
that noble Lord's abfence, whofe wifdom muft have proved of fo 
much fervice, and whofe attendance was fo neceffary to the forms 
of the Houfe. If he regretted the abfence of the noble Lord for 
thefe reafons, ftill he was happy to refleft that upon the prefent oc- 
cafion the exertion of eloquence was the lefs neceffary, as he trufted 
he could (how from the application of known and acknowledged 
principlesj that the prefent motion could not be adopted ivithbut 

Hhg the folemn contradt which had been entered Into between 
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the two countries, without tearing afunder every bond of union and 
connciftion which fubfiftcd, and fpreading, diftradlion and divifion 
bctwccrx the Members of the Briti(h empire. He fhould, therefore, 
give his mod decided oppofition to the prefent motion, and to every 
propofition of a fimilar tendency. The noble Lord had attempted 
to remove the objedlion, that the motion was an interferenqc with 
the independent Legiflature of Ireland, bdt in his opinion without 
fuccefs. But conceding for a moment, this point to which he (hould 
afterwards advert, he would call the attention of their Lprdfliips to 
the motion itfelf. , It was ftated that diffcnfions, diftraftions and 
difcontents prevailed in Ireland, and it was truly faid, that the be- 
nevolence of His Majcfty's difpofition muft be anxious to remove 
them. In the addrefs, however, which the noble Lord propofed, 
he did not ftate the caufe of thcfe diffention^ and diftradlions. Such 
an addrefs, he conceived, to be wholly unneceffary. In the courfc 
of a reign of thirty-fix years His Majefty had, from year to year, ap- 
plied himfelf to remove every ground of uneafinefs or difcontent 
which the fituation of that country prefcnted. In the beginning of 
the prefent reign the people of Ireland had been difunited, but to a 
much greater degree, and to a greater extent, than upon the prefent 
occafion. He would defire any one to compare the ftate of Ireland, 
as k was left by His Majefty's anceftors, with its prefent fituation. 
He would afk them to look at the Catholics, admitted to the exer- 
cife of their political right<?, and to the enjoyment of their property^ 
to the participation of every civil and focial blefling, reftored to that 
confidence in themfelves which the laws had formerly deftroyed ; 
freely permitted to engage in every fpecies of commerce, and to ap- 
ply themfelves to every profcflion of honour and reputation, (haring 
the right of voting for Members of Parliament ; and in their whole 
condudl manifefting the efFeds of the benefits they had received in 
the beft manner in which benefits could operate on the human 
mind. He would defire their Lordftiips to confider their condu6t 
upon the late occafion, when the eriemy, deluded by falfe reprefen- 
tations of the ftate of Ireland, rifked the laft remnant of their fleet, 
and embarked an inferior army in the ra(h hope of being able to 
fucceed in their defigns, by the difunion and difaffedlion of the inha- 
bitants of Ireland. For a proof of the good difpofition of the Ca- 
tholics upon that occafion, he could refer with plcafure to the unex- 
ceptionable teftimony of the reverend Prelates, who worthily ftiew 
themfelves their guides in religious matters. [Here his Lordfhip 
read fome paflTages of the circular letter from the Catholic Bifliop of 
Cork.] Thus it appeared that His Majefty's exertions had already 
been crowned with fuccefs j that this fuccefs wa,s not perfeflly com- 
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pkte was fubjeA of regret ; jealoulies had appeared in fome degree, 
but they had been conciliated by the benevolence and the paternal 
care of His Majefty. What ftronger pledge Could be given of His 
Majefty's intention to perfevere in the fame courfe, than what he 
had already done? the Irtfh had created a commerce with which 
they were before unacquainted, extended their manufactures, and 
what they deemed a more valuable acquifition, had obtained the 
bleffings of a free Conftitution. If the motion was intended to 
implore His Majefty to employ his benevolence and paternal care, 
to remedy the difcontents which prevail, it was unneceffary ; but 
it was not only unneceflfary, it was highly dangerous and mifchie- 
vous. This was a different cafe from thofe ^hich the noble Lord 
bad dated ; a negotiation was clearly a cafe of common intereft, in 
which both parties would be entitled to interfere. But if there 
was any point which could be confidered more exclufively of inter- 
nal regulation than another, it was the prefent. The motion was 
intended to apply to the internal ftate of Ireland, and (if he under-^ 
flood it,) to the frame of its independent Legiflature. About four- 
teen years ago, when difcontents and heartburnings were repre- 
fented to exift, on accourvt of the right not much exercifed, but 
broadly affertcd in the ftatute book of the Legiflature of this country, 
to make laws to bind Ireland, His Majefty hadadvifed Parliament 
to difciaim that light, and to repeal the obnoxious ftatute. This 
accordingly was done, and the aiSl, 6th of Geo. I ft was repealed^ 
Some difficulties that had not been forefeeq occurred. A paramount 
jurifdidlion had exifted in their Lordftiips, and appeals were brought 
before them in the laft refort. An appeal having been brought 
lipon this ground their Lordfliips very properly paffed ^n a6^, re- 
fiouncing in future all fuch right, and ena6ling^ that Parliament 
fhould be reftrairied from er^tprtaining any bill which pretended in 
any degree to bind the inhabitants of Ireland. Now their Lord- 
ihips were called upon to interfere in a poinlt moft exclufively reU* 
ting to the internal ftate of Ireland. Such an interference was 
obvidufly improper; it was alfo impoffible for them to proceed with 
fufficient information, which lay much better within the reach of 
their own Legiflature. To the general propofition of the noble 
t^ord he had oppofed general grounds, and he hoped their Lordfliips 
would be aware of the impropriety arid danger of adopting it. 
With regard to the happinefs of Ireland, it was an objedl to which 
IK) one could be indifferent ; but at prefent the whole, fubjeft was' 
out of its place. Inftead of rerpcdying the difcontents which pre- 
vailed, it would tend to inflame tfiem. It would induce the peo- 
ple of Ireland to imagine that their own Legiflature was indifferent 
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to their welfare, and thus (Hr up the divilions which it was the ob« 
jcd to appeafe. As they had given *to Ireland the bleflTings of ai 
free Conftitutton, the heft way to fix their attachment to it was to 
engage iheir confidence in its favour. 

Earl FITZWILLIAM faid, that he could by no means concur 
in the argument of the noble Secretary, that this country ought 
never to give any opinion upon the public fituation of Ireland. 
That fuch interference, for the purpofe of averting evils which 
threatened the two countries, was proper and fitting, he though 
extremely clear. What the noble Secretary had faid as to the iiji-' 
proved ftate of Ireland, was certainly true. But whatever circum* 
itances might have contributed to that profperity, ftiU there might 
remain room for fomething farther to be done. If this was the 
cafe, were we to flop and go no farther becaufe we h'ad alreadf 
made confiderable progrefs ? A certain clafs of the people of Ire- 
land had long been held in a (late of degradation ; and if the cir- 
cumftances on which this was thought neceffary no longer exifted, 
was it not the duty of the Houfe to call upon thofe who had the au- 
thority, to remove the grievances which yet remained ? The noble 
Secretary had'faid, that the people of Ireland were tranquil and hapj^ ; 
was it a proof of this that a6ts of indemnity had been paflRed in 
the Irifti Parliament for proceedings beyond the law, which muft 
have been called for by a conduft not very confiftent with tranquil- 
lity ? If no circumftances of diforder appeafed^ why were whole 
patifhes, baronies, arid even counties, declared to be out of the 
King's peace r It was likewifc dated in the proceedings of the 
Government in Ireland, that they were difarming the people in 
certain diftridls, from which it was certainly evident that they had 
been in arms. Was this, then, the ftate of tranquillity ? Was this 
a ftate of things by which this country was in no danger of being; 
afFedled ? Connefted with each other by the ties of individusA 
friendftilp, and by a general common public intereft, was it beyorwl 
the proper fphcre of confideration in that Houfe to addrefs His Ma- 
jefty to employ his paternal care and benevolence to quiet the minds 
of the people, and to reftorethc inhaoitants of IreUnd to tranquillity 
and happinefs ? This was a period of fcrious and awful portent. 
Dangers and ftorms threatened our fafcty and happinefs ; and it 
was the duty of the Houfe to allay every difcontent to which wifdbm 
could extend, and to fortify the cbuntry by every refource which 
policy could (ecure. 

The Earl of LIVERPOOL faid, that, in his opinion, the tno- 
tion now before their Lordihips appeared to, him to be improper, 
whether it was intended to induce them in their Icginative capacity 
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to interfere in the afiairs of Ireland, or to advlfe His Majefty to cx- 
crcife his executive authority in a particular way over that branch 
of the empire. On the latter fuppofition it was unneceffary, fincc, 
as his noble friend (Lord Grenville) had ftated, His Majefty, ever 
fince he, came to the Throne, had been uniformly employed in ex- 
tending his royal beneficence to that people : and on the former fup- 
pofition it would be highly unbecoming in that Houfe to interfere 
with the Irifti Parliament, to which alone "and independently be- 
longed the entire regulation and management of the internal affairs 
of that nation. Suppofing that a motion was to be made in the 
Irifti Parliament for the purpofe of inducing it to interfere in the 
difcuflion of the great qucftion of Parliamentary Reform, or Ca- 
tholic toleratbn in this country, he afked how it would be taken by 
the Briti(h Parliament r And was it lefs improper for the Houfe of 
Ix)rds in this country to interfere in the difcuflion of queftions, the 
decifion of which belonged only to* the Iri(h Parliament, and to 
which its jurifdiflion alone was competent? Such difcuflions, in- 
ftead of conciliating the affeftions of Ireland, which was the objeft 
of the noble Lord's motion, would awaken jealpufies between the 
countries which would not, perhaps, be cafily removed. He ihould 
grant, for the fake of argument, that all the evils complained of by 
the noble Lord e^^ifted to the full extent of his reprefentation ; but 
ftill he contended that they ought to be remedied by the Irifli Par- 
liament, the great Council of the King in that country, and not by 
the Briti(h Legiflature, whofe interference was calculated only to 
aggravate the difcontents which it was their objeft to remove. The 
motion feemed to him to be as mifchievous in its tendency, as it was 
unconftitutional in its principle ; and their Lord(hips might recol- 
le£l, that the firft magiftrate of that country had, in one of his 
fpeeches, alluded to the bad consequences which flowed from mo- 
tions of the defcription now before them. Upon thefe grounds 
he fhould give the propofition of the noble Lord his moft decided 
negative. 

The Earl of MOIRA again rofe, he faid, to make an obferva- 
tion on the objedtion of the noble Secretary, grounded upon inter- 
ference with the independent Legiflature of Ireland. He granted 
that the Legiflature of that country was independent ; but at the 
fame time, he fhould maintain, that in every matter where the 
common intereft of both countries was concerned, the Britifh Legif- 
lature had a right to interfere. The noble Secretary had entered 
into a long detail of the advantages which Ireland had enjoyed, 
under the aufpicious reign of his prefent Majefty, which he juftly 
ftated to be numerous and great, and, from this detail he inferred. 
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that difcontcftt ou^t nOt to cxift ; bot Mrhy did he fiffgtft, that not- 
withftanding all the generous liberality which they had experienced 
from their Sovereign, there was ftill a part of the bocai onbeftowed } 
Did he not know that they had ftill a plea of the ftrongeft kind un- 
anfwered ? Was he not informed that the .Catholics of Ireland in- 
fiftcd Upon their right of being eledied Members of the Legiflature, 
upon the ground, that if they had fomc of their body in Parliament, 
the perfecutions which have exifted would not have taken place ?; 
But here, perhaps, it would be faid, that he was fpeaking of pcrfe- 
cutiods as vaguely as he had done of difcontents, and that the one 
had as little foundation as the other. He knew, however, no fewer 
than ninety-one^ houfeholders who had been baniihed from one of hia 
own eftates, after being plui^dered of their property, and many of 
Aeni wounded in their perfons. He felt the difficulty there was of 
fpeaking upon this part of the fubjed, but he was driven to fay 
foihething upon it by the courfe of argument which had been adopted 
by the noble Secretary. The difcontents were not confined to one 
fed only, they were common to the Proteftants as. well as the Ca- 
tholics. Did the noble Lords. who argued againfl his motion re-, 
colled, that diftria after diftrifl, parifli after parifli, and at laftr 
whole counties in one dafh had been put out of the peace of the 
King? Did they recolleft, that, in the county of Down, whicl^ 
was one of the largeft, the richeft, and the moft induftrious in the 
kingdom of Ireland, the whole of the inhabitants had been , de- 
clared out of the peace of the King'; that a general difarming, 
even of the Proteftant fubjefis in that county, had taken place ; 
that military parties had been fent in the night to various parts o£ 
that county, in order to cfFeA thefe purpofes ? Did they recoiled, 
that thefe military men were empowered to a6t with a " vigour be^^ 
%md the law,*' were told, that they were not to wait for the aid of 
Magiftrates, but to effed their purpofe by ufing force, if force (hould 
be found neceffary ? Were thefe things true, and would it be con- 
tended that this country was ntjt implicated in the refult, or that iC 
was foreign to its duty to interfere ? He allowed that the noble 
Secretary had a ftrong reafon, as an individual, to object to the mo-^ 
tion, as it undoubtedly went to convey a cenfure upon the King's 
fcrvants. But were their Lordfhips, at this awful and alarming 
«>njunaure, met to compliment ? No. He trufted that the Houfc, 
indifferent as to the operation of his motion. upon the charaders o^ 
Minifters, would overlook all private confiderations, and adopt tho^ 
zncafures which were moft likely to conduce to the fafety of the 
empire. This couid be beft effeded by giving the people of Ire- 
land confidence in their Sovereign, by giving adivity to that tender 

\//^» TTT T% 



lof 



PARLIAMENTARY 



Wotntt: 



and paternal difpolition which His Majefty for thirty-fix years had 
Aiewti towards his people, and the operation of which had been un« 
fortunately fufpended by the indifcreet advice of his Minifters. He 
thought it the firft duty he owed to his Sovereign to give him this 
advice, and therefore he (hould ftrenuoufly maintain the motion 
which he had Had the honour to make. ' 

The Earl oif GUILFORD profeifed, that after what had been 
laid iii fupport of the motion, and the little that he had heard in 
anfwcr to it, it was not his intention to add anything upon the pro- 
priety of giviRg advice to His Majefty. He could" hot, however, 
irefolved a^ he was t6 fupport the motion, give a' filefit vote, after 
what^ he had heard from a noble Secretary upon the danger of dif- 
cufling the prefent queQ;ion, which' was no lefs than tearii^g aj^under 
the two ■ countries, and d^ftroying the bond of unioji which now 
Ibbfifted between them. When a country was reduce<J to that cri- 
•tical fituation in which it became dangerous to (Jifcufs its intercfts, 
lie would aik, whether thofe who had brought it into that fituation^ 
or thofe who introduced fuch difcuffions, were the moft proper ob^ 
je(5^s<)f cenfure? The argument of the i\dble Secretary went notfo 
•much to protefl the independence pf the Irilh Parliament, as to 
fccure Minifters ag^inft refponfibilify. Neither the Bricifli Cabinet 
ifior an Irifh Lord Lieutenant were refponfible to the Iri{h P^rlia- 
ihent ; and if they were exempted alfo frorb the control of the 
Britifh Parliament, to whom were they refponfible? He could not 
admit that Minlfters had ftiewn any attention to the interefts of 
Ireland 'fince Lord JFitzwilliam was recalled, the itieafures of 
^hofe adminiftration gave fiich univerfal fatisfaSion. If the ad- 
vice, therefore, was not neceffary to the King, of whofe paternal 
concern for his people he entertained no doubt, it was highly re- 
quifite to his Minifters. He concluded with giving his hearty affcnt 
to the motion. • - ^ • . ^- 

Earl SPENCER confeffed, ^at when notice was given of thi« 
motion, there were many objeAioris which occurred to' hirn againft 
k, arid thefe had been confirmed by the difcuflibn of this evening, 
"if the rioble Lord meant to do ariy good by his motion, he ought 
to have gone much farther, and pointed out both the nature of the' 
difcdhteilts, anci the kind of meafures which ought to be reforted to 
to remove them. It was decidedly his opinion, that fuppofing the 
evil' Was of fuch a nature as to require a remedy, the remedy Ought 
to be applied by the Irifti Legiflatur^. " The fubjedi was certainly 
dne of gteat moment to both countries', biit he was afraid that di£- 
edfiTiontf of th^s fort were calculated rather to create hew jealoufies 
than to Jieal palVditfenti$;h3# ^ ^^ 
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, Thp Marquis of LANSDOWN (aid, that if the prcfcnt was a 
fiibjeft of delicacy, Minifters were the ^aufc of it. There was no- 
body lefs inclined to queftion, or to infringe upon thie independence 
of the Irjih Lcgiflature, thah he was ; but there was a great differ* 
ence between, infringing upon that andepcndence, and adling \h their 
capacity as the great heredits^ry Council of the King. The doc- 
trine which MiniRerS;had htld forth, he was inclined to think, was 
much more calculated to foment jea^oufies between the two Legifla* 
tures than the motion of the noble Lord^ were it carried into effc&m^ 
The >Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, as, a Mirtifter, was accountable to» 
(;he Britifh, as well as to the Irifh Parliament ; aA'd therefore they 
had a right to wat^h over thiq meafures of his adminiftration, and 
tp, cenfure or advife him as they might deem proper. The nobl^ 
Secretary had entered into a' pompous and elaborate difplay of fhe 
advantages which Ireland had enjoyed uhder the reign' of the pre?- 
fait Ktng. But he would aik him, whether the immunities which 
had been granted to Ireland had not been fully juAified by the con* 
fequences ; and that, too, after they had been refufed by their own 
Legiflature ? It was in the recoUedion of almoft every noble 
Lord, that, when a petition was prefented to the Iri(h Parliamextf 
by^ a numerous and refpeftable body of that kingdom, the prayer of 
it was rejeded with fomething little (hort of indignation ; but 
when Deputies were fent over to this country, they were gr^* 
cioufly received, and their midion was attended with its defired 
cfFed. He confeffed, that, upon the ftate of Ireland, he did not 
poflefs fuch accurate information as fome of their Lordfhips, but he 
had heard that the Catholics had formerly been perfccuted by the , 
Proteftants in a horrid manner ; that the former had been driven 
il?y a fmall number of the latter from their habitations'in the Nbrth^ 
but were now returning ; and that the Proteftants were rebuilding 
thofe houfes that had been deftroyed, and that an union was now 
forming between them, which, if not attended to in time, might be 
produdive of "the moft alarming effects. There were jtwo defcrip- 
tions of men in Ireland: the firft defcription of men. were well 
known for their daring fpirit; there were not wanting perfons 
among theip celebrated in arms, in arts, and even in literature ; 
they were men over whom Courts could never have any influence^ 
and' who were to be led/ not driven — fuch were the men in the 
i»forth of Ireland. The whole South was charaSerixed by unruly 
paflions, which were always the prominent features of men unem* 
ployed. What the event might be, it was impoflible to fay ; he 
warned them, however, that it might be fuch as to (hake the empire 
to its centre ! And was a fubjed wluch involved fuch confeq[uence« 
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to be fet afide by a few words about the independence of the Iri(h 
Parliament^ an exprefTion which, till of late years, ufed never to be 
heard of from Minifters ? The motion now before their Lordfhips 
was couched in terms fo wife, fo prudent, and fo moderate, that he 
oould fcarcely have fuppofed that it could have been objeded to. 
What was its purport ? It faid to His Majefty, " Sire, you have 
<^ by a happy condu£l attached the people of Ireland to your family 
*^ and government, by the fame liberal and generous conduft by 
*/ which your grandfather gained the afiedions of the Highlands of 
** Scotland. There is but one fmall caufe of diicontent ftill re- 
^ maining, and it is only neceflary that you follow up thofe wife and 
** falutary meafures which you have hitherto a6tcd upon to remove 
<< it." This was all that the motion propofed. If it was done in 
time, the meafures might be fuccefsful ; but it' ought to be recol- 
leded, that the longer the delay, the greater the danger. When he 
conlidered the nature of the meeting at Dublin, vt^thin a few yards of 
die caftle, and a man of high confequence at the head of it, it was im- 
poSible not to look upon the matter as ferious. How far force might 
be fufHcient, it was not eafy to fay : what had been the efFedi of it 
in the laft war, was in the recoUedion of every one ; but the hSk 
Viras, that procraftination only tended to increafe, not dimini(h the 
difficulty. If the grievances of the Catholics had been redreffed 
hft year, the Houfe would not have heard of Reform ; next year, 
perhaps, other points might be urged, and the breach would grow 
wider and wider, till at length it wpuld be found impofTible to hea| 
it. ^ Mr. Erfkinp, in his admirable pamphlet, had wifely faid^ 
** Give the people of Ireland their rights, and you will neither 
require fleets nor armies to proteft them." Three millions of loyal 
people would defy the power of France ; and he begged that it 
fliould be recoUedled, that if they were united, they might, perhaps, 
defy the ftrength of other countries too ! The example of Genoa 
was before them. He would conclude with quoting the authority 
of Sir Robert Walpole, who coniidered it as much better policy to 
comply with the wifties of a nation when they were flrongly ex- 
preflfed, even though they might be founded in delufion, than to 
reiifl: the general will, when, as in the cafe of Ireland at prefent, 
it was diAindtly^manifefted. 

The Marquis TOWNSHEND thought that His Majcfly 
fteeded not the advice of their Lord{hips to entertain a tender re- 
gard for the intereits of his fubjedts, and, therefore, he thought it 
proper for him to diffcnt from the prefent motion. He wifhed, 
however, that every thing that could tend to ameliorate the condi- 

timoiti^ people oi Zf elaad (hould be donct He could eimmeiate 
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many things ef a beneficial nature that had been done, and wifhed 
them to be followed up by others. He ftated fome of the fubjcfts 
of complaint that appeared to him to be well founded, fuch as thp 
number of men of large fortune wholly abfenting themfelves from 
tfie kingdom. For thtfe and the like complaints he wilhed there, 
was a remedy, but he could not approve of this mode of interfering 
in the regulations of Ireland, and therefore he (hould diflfent from 
the motion. 

The Marquis of LANSDO WN admitted there had been qon- 
fiderable improvements in the regulation of the internal affairs of 
Ireland. The having ten feffions in the year inftead of four, for 
the trial of oflences, he looked upon as a great good. Murders, 
and other atrocious offences, had been too frequently committed in 
that country, and the bringing to juftice the perpetrators of fucK 
horrid afls, was the duty of Executive Government ; and it was 
alio the duty of every individual to fupport Government in that re- 
fpe£t. Every man ought to fupport the laws by which property 
was protefted, becaufe fociety depended upon property and the pro- 
teAion that was afforded it. He had heard that it had been faid 
fbmewhere elfe, he would not fay where, '* that property was the 
** creature of law ;" this was an idle and a falfe alTertion ; it was fo 
far from being juft, that law was rather the, creature of property. 
He faw the neceffity of doing much in favour of the poor people of 
Ireland. That neceffity, indeed, was applicable tQ the flate of the 
peoplc'of this country, but more particularly fo of Ireland ; and if 
any thing could be done by individual example, he was ready to 
join in it. It was a fad well known that there was a great quan- 
tity of land which produced nothing at all in Ireland, but which 
might be made to produce a great deal, and there were a great num- 
ber of people who at prefent had nothing to do, who might be well 
employed in the cultivation of that land. He fhould be glad to 
join in any plan that might' be propofed, cither in or out of Parlia-* 
ment, to remedy the defed which he had jufi hinted at ; perhaps 
to divide a large eftate into fmaU and feparate properties; by which 
means he thought the country might be benefited. He had written ^ 
to Ireland with a view of bringing fomething of that kind about. 
But whatever he (hould do of that nature mufl be purely voluntary, 
for he had no idea of force in the diftribution or the management of 
any man's property. Nor had he any idea of any pfen of this kind, 
or any other, by which the lower clafTcs of fociety could hope for any 
benefit being fet on foot until an end be put to this difaftrous. war. 
What was wanted in the mean time was that the people fhould be 
united. He begged pardon for this digrcffive mode of fpeaking, but .*' 
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he thou^t that tbefe points- wdife callM ^or by what had been urgbd 
in fome part of this debate. 

The Earl of DARNLEY obfcrvcd, thit the motion before 
their Lordfhips, though in very general terms, and not ^ppe^ring in 
itfelf to pcrint to any fpecific objefl, yet by the explanation given to 
It by different noble I^ords who had fpoken in its favour, evidently 
pointed to the emancipation of the Catholics (as it is called) as the 
fuppofed ground of the prefent difcontents which prevailed in Ire-> 
land, and of the neceffity of the interference o^ die Houfe of Lords 
in offering their advice to His Majefly on that fubje£t ; if he thought 
diere exifted fuch a neceffity,- he (hould aflent to the motion, for 
he did not concur with the noble Secretary of State and noble Earl, 
^at the Houfe (hould never interfere at all in the affairs of Ireland.. 
He ^bought there might be poffible cafes ih which their Lordfhips* 
interference would be juftifiable, though he could not agred that the, 
prefent was one. of them. He oppofed the motion^ upon the 
ground that the (ituatioii of iTelahd at; this time did not call for it. 
Since he had known that country, he had never remembered a timp 
when all defcriptions of men were fo well and fo juftly fatisfied with 
the Adminiflration as they were at prefent. He did not always 
praife Government in regard to their conduct with refpc£l to Ire* 
land, for he thought there were many inAances in which its in- 
terefts had been negle£led ; but this was not the period at wbidi 
he could fay fo, for he was well perfuaded, from what he had re- 
cently feen, that there never was a time in which the E-xecutiVe 
Government was fo popular in Ireland as at the prefent moment. 
As a proof of this, he would call the attention of their Lordfhips to 
the loyalty which the people of that country had manifefted at the 
approach of the enemy on the coaft, who attempted to invade them. 
He, therefore, oppofed this addrefs^ being convinced it was founded 
upon an aflfumption that was not confonant with fa£t, namely, that 
there was at this time great and general difcontent in Ireland. 
Difcontents there undoubtedly were in that^country among a certain' 
defcription of perfons, but by no means among the general mafs of 
the people, on whofe behalf (as they were known to be for the moft 
part Catholics) the popular cry of Catholic emancipation was fup- 
pofed to have been raifed ; though, in h&, it was made ufe of for 
a very different purpofe by perfons who had np intereft in the caufe 
of the Catholics, but as it might ferve to cover the deligns which 
tbcy appeared to entertain of fubverting the Government. The 
difcontcnted, therefore, were not the poor Catholics of the South, 
who had (hewn fuch enthuliaftic ardour and attachment to dieir 
^i9^tryi when thf enemy was on their coaft, but the rich Frotcf« 
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tants of the North, "who had manifcftcd a very different lpir!t» 
^(ides, the great body of the Irifli Catholics, the lower orders of 
the community never could be intereAed in the qu^fiion, having 
already received every indulgence — what remained to be granted 
only eflfc^cd thofe in the higher fituations of life. For thefc 
and many other reafons he fliould give his negative to the motion 
of the noble Lord, as an unneceffary and unfeaGonable interference in 
die afBiirs of Ireland. 

The Duke of BEDFORD profeffed an unwillingnefe to difputc 
what ^he noble Lord, who had juft fpoken, had aflferted as a fac^. 
But he underfiood that the great mafs of the people of Ireland were 
Catholics, and that they were at prefent much difcontentcd with the " 
treatment they had experienced. He thought there had been feme 
evidence of that when there was a neceffity for an Indemnity Bill 
to the Proteftants for what had happened there. He confeffed, that 
but for the aflurance which the noble Lord had given, it would have 
been to him a matter of wonder that the Catholics were contented, 
becauiTe it appeared to him rather extraordinary that men (hould be 
fiitisfied who were profcribcd all benefits of the State under which 
they lived, where they were marked with difgrace, and put entirely 
into the hands of the' Miniftcrs of th^ Executive Governnfient. But 
it ieemed they gave an inAance of attachment to Government, when 
an enemy was upon their coaft threatening them with invafion,. 
Was this the proof that was to be* given as a reafon their complaints 
fliouId be paffed by without notice ? Had Government (hewn any 
difpofition to reward them for this generous attachment ? quite the 
contrary. He had often witneffed the conduct of Minifters in the 
difcuffion of public af&irs, he faw how they continually evaded all 
queftions, the difcuiTion of which had any likelihood to bear hard 
upon themfelves. They had often amufed their Lordftiips with 
very trifling arguments ; they had brought forward triflinp; ihifts, 
by way of form or otherwife, to induce the Houfe to negleft its 
duty ; for really, to fpeak plainly, their Lordfhips did neglcdt their 
dgty, when they took fuch trifles to be objedtiohs againft their re- 
monibrating on the condu6t of Minifters, when it was apparent, at 
it had often been, that fuch remonftrance was called for. But, of 
' all the attempts that he had ever known Minii^ers make to fcreen 
themfelves, the.prefent was the weakeft and the moft futile. They 
had not ufed one argument ; they had only made a few aflertions, 
and thofe they pretended to found upon the principles of our Con- 
fiitution. It was diflreffing to fee men zffcA a regard for the 
Gonftitution, for the mere purpofe-^f refcuing themfelves from dif- ^ 
girace, when it was notorious that many of their public a£ls were z 
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direct violation of that Confthutk>n. ' The neble* S^Cfctary irf State 
haij endeavoured to protedl himfelf by a (hleld which was in icfelf 
impenetrable; but which the nobk Secretary was not entitled to ufe ;- 
be meant the facred character of the Sovereign upon the Throne* 
Theit was not one of their Lordftiips more difpofed than he was to 
pay all due reverence to Wat facred chara6ler ; but, although he 
knew he was treading on delicate ground, yet he mud perform his 
public duty. He would therefore fay, that he knew that many of- 
tbofe ads which have the Sovereign's name to fandion them, ought 
'to be confidered the a6ls of the Minifters who advifed them ; and 
therefore, in the language of common f(;nfe, they were fairly called 
the ads of the Minii^ers* He believed that it was to this fource 
we were to trace the diftreffes which we had fuftained ; to this was 
owing the lofs of thirteen ilouri(hing colonies ; to this Was owing 
the difafter of the prefent national bankruptcy, and to this was 
owing thofe difcontents in Ireland which it was the' obje^ of the 
motion now before their Lordihips to remove* Their Lordfliips, 
he was forry to fay, had too often liftened to the trifling (hifts of 
Minifters, when any charge was exhibited againft them in that 
Houfe. They muft ceafe to liften to thcfe (bifts, if it was their 
objed to fave the State from ](;uin* But it might be afted^ what it 
was be thought likely to reAore happinefs to the people of Ireland ?' 
ujpon this he had riofcruple to deliver his opinion. There was a 
chara£ler in that Houfe who was well known to their Lord(hips^ t9 
the people of this country, and to the people of Ireland, of whom 
he could fay much in commendation if he needed any pan^ric;. 
but no praife from him or any other perfon could eltalt him in the 
opinion of their Lordftiips or of the public ; of whom, however^ he 
fhould fay more were he not prefent ; to Miniftcrs, therefore, he. 
would offer this advice. " Rcftore to the people of Ireland the 
perfon you have, recalled — give back to them tlie man whom they 
have tried, and whom they admire — aft on the principles on which 
he aded ; and then, difcontents will ceafe : if you do i^ot, God 
only knows into how much more dreadful a flate that unhappy 
cpuntr)' may be reduced." 

t Lord GRENVILLE rofe immediately, and obferved that the 
iiphle, Duke might think, upon a comparative eAimate of talents, 
bis own were fufEciently fuper ior to thofe of Minifters to entitle - 
him to didate to them. What he chiefly rofe for was, to do away 
the iinpreffion which the noble D.uke endeavoured to make, for 
^ the purpofe of rcprefcnting him as having eruleavourcd to fliield 
himfelf behind the virtues of the Sovereign. He did no fudi thin(. 
^e paid only to His Majefly that tribute which aU the world knew 
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to be due to him. He had not afcribed ^nv part 1^ that merit to 
himfelfy or to any Adminiftration. He had only faid that» during 
an illuftrious reign of thirty- (ix years^ the intereft of the people of 
Ireland had invariably, uniibrmly, and unceafingly been an 'ohjeA 
of the folicitous care of the Executive Government ^ this country, 
and this he faid without diftinguifhing one Adminiftration from 
another in the whole of that period. Having faid this, he thought 
it proper to obferve that their Lord(hips had no fpecific reniedy 
propofed to any of the grievances alledged to be felt in Ireland, 
until the noble Duke had addreiTed them ; and his remedy was, 
that their Lordihips ihould addrefs His Majefty to reftore to Iro- 
land, the noble Lord who. had been there, and had been recalled. 
Upon that fubjeA, he did not think it became him to fay any thing 
more than this : That in calling upon their LordOiips to adopt that 
jremedy, the noble Duke propofed to do the very thing which would 
havewa tendency to create that which he feemed to d)-ead, namely, a 
difturbance in Ireland, for that muft neceflfarily be the tendency 'of 
recalling the prefent Lord Lieutenant of that kingdom. He would 
not be(tow upon that noble Lord any panegyrics, but he would fay 
what he believed would meet the approbation of that Houfe ; that 
if the talents, the virtue, and exertion^ of that noble Lord, were 
not fufficient to prefer ve the tranquillity of Ireland, without dif- 
paragement to any other perfon, he believed it would be out of the 
power of any individual whatever. 

The Duke of BEDFORD difclaimed all idea of confidering 
his talents, upon a comparative eftimate, fuperior to thofe of the 
noble Secretary of State. Intone, point the whole Houfe would 
yield the palm to the noble Secretary. He meant in the talent of 
mifreprefentation. The noble Secretary h^d anfwcred his obferva* 
dons as if he had called on the Houfe to addrefs His Majefly to 
recall the prefent Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and reftore another 
Co that high and important office, lie had done no fuch thing. 
Had he any tl^ng of that kind in view, he knew enough of the 
regularity of the proceedings of the Houfe to be aware that he oug|>t 
to move that as an amendment to the addrefs. All he had dons 
was merely to give his opinion as to what might be done ; the pnv 
priety or impropriety of that opinion was. for their Lordihips to 
judge of. With refpe£t to the Sovereign, he believed he felt as 
much reverence for him and his charader as thofe who were pleafed 
to ufe his name in' the courfe of the debate to oppofe the motion. 
He was not aware that he would (hew his refped for that auguft 
peribnage better by beftowing panegyrics upon his charader perpe- 
tually, than by jpaillng it by in lUent reverence until occalion caUed 
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£>r its bidng mentioned. Wheti it was mentioned, he hoped fi« 
knew how to pay it all due refpe^t. He was willing to allow to - 
His Majefty all due praife, but he would add, that notwitftanding 
all his good a6ts> his MiniRers had contrived to counteract them fo 
ciFeSuallyy that England was in a (late of public bankruptcy, and 
IreJand nearlyin a ftate of rebellion. 

The Earl of DARN LEY aflerted that if ever there had been 
a ferious attempt to reiifl an enemy, it was that made by the people 
o^ Ireland agatnft the French. There never was a period when 
the people (hewed a more determihed refolution, a greater principle 
of loyalty, or a more invincible couragei than they had ihewn them* 
.felves a6tuated by, on that occafion. It had been attempted to de- 
fcribe them as difafFcdJed to the Government, but fuch reprefenta- 
tions he was fatisfied were void of foundation. 

The Earl of MOIRA faid he only rofe to make a few obferva- 
tions on one or two points that had been iniifted upon in the courfe 
of the prefent debate. A noble Lord had unequivocally flated that 
the mafs of the people of Ireland were perfeflly contcntMat this 
time with the Executive Government. Without qucftioning thp 
accuracy of the noble Lord, he muftbe permitted to fay, that that 
reprefentation of the mafs of the people of Ireland, if correfl, was 
very ftrange. It was known that after the Catholics had been lei 
to form Come hopes of relief^ a Member of the Houfe of Commons 
of Ireland, uninvited, and without the leaft apparent neceflity, 
ftarted up in a debate^ and pronounced on the hopes 6( the Catho^ 
lies an abfolute interdiction. Another Member, in the other Hpufe 
of Parliament, equally without neceflity, flatted up and pronounced 
one fweeping condemnation upon the North of Ireland. Were 
thcfc things to be confidered as reafons why the mafi of the people 
of Ireland were perfedVly contented i The noble Lord and himfelf 
differed in the reprefentation of the ftate of Ireland. He alledged 
th^ there was very great and very alarming difcontents there. The 
noble Lord declared that the mafs of the people were perfeflly cbin- 
tented. Now as their Lordftiips could not try the veracity of one 
noble Lord againft that of another, the only way they had to decide 
was by referring to fads. Had not their Lordlliips heard from 
authority which they could not doubt, that whole pariflies, nay that 
a whole county, had been declared to be in a ftate of difturbance, 
and out of the King's peace ? Was not a whole county, and that 
a maritime one, expofed to invaiion, difarmed, on account of its be- 
ing alledged to be in a ftate of ihfurredion P Was that a reafon for 
concluding there was no diflatisfadion there ^ yfhii was the caf<; 
at Bcl£aft f Was not a conftderable armed forpe employed to make 
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the infurgents furrcndcr there ? >^Was that a rcafon for apprehending 
•there was no diffatisfaclion in Ireland? Had not many perfons been 
charged with High Treafon, or accufed of treafonablc pra<9:ices i 
Was that an inftancQ^ of attachment to the Government of Ireland J 
And when all ranks of men furrounded thofe who were thus accufed, 
and protefted that they were innocent, but that they were marked 
out as vidims of the vengeance of Government ; was that an in- 
ftancc that the mafs of the people were perfectly well fatisfied ? 
When there was a general affembly in Dublin, within fifty yards 
q( the caftle, confifting of perfons whofe names were not ,all un- 
known to their Lordftiips, but whofe talents and charaflcrs were of 
.the very firft clafs, and who, after the moft mature deliberation 
which could be had on fuch an occadon, refolved and declared it to 
be their firm perfuafion, that there was no chance for the falvation df 
Ireland without an ehtirt and immediate change in the whole fyf- 
tem of Executive Government ; was that a proof of the general 
fatisfaflion of the mafs of the people of Ireland ? Thefe were the 
fa61s, and their Lordfhips were to judge who was corre6t in his re- 
prefentation of the ftate of Ireland. 

The Houfe divided on the noble Earl's motion, when the hum- 
bers were: 

Contents, 20 ; Proxy, i. Not-contents, 72 ; Proxiei, ao. 

Adjourned. 

Lijl of tht Mlmritj. 

Duke^of Bedford, Earl of Tanke^^ille, 

.u- Norfolk, . Lord Rawdon (Earl of Moira), 

'^ — Devonlhire, ^-— Duridas 

Marquis of Lanfdpwn^ •— ^ — Ponfonby, (E. Bcfborough), 

Earl of Derby, _-:;*- Say and Sele, 
- • ' ^ ■- Suffolk, King, 

,,i,_ Guilford, ——Holland, 

.p— Shaftlbury^ — — Lovcl and Holland (Earl 

' ■ ^ '■' Fltxwilliam^ of Egmont), 

- Oxford, .—- — . Grantlcy, 



- Cholraondeley, Proxy* — Lord Chedworth. 



Thurfday^ 2 2d March, r 

The Earl of OXFORD rofe, and called their Lordfhips' at- 
tention to the motion of which \ie ha(i given notice.. ^* Peace, mj 
Lords,". faid the noble Earl, ** is fo imperioufly calleid for by the 
ctrcumftances of the country^ that I am furc every i/idependeot LomI 

eta ^ 
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tnuft be defirous of contributing to die attainment of the important 
obje£l. The voice of the country demands it'; and I am pcrfuadcd 
that it may be obtained, if fought for with a lincfre and honeft in- 
tention. The Government and Peoffle of France are no lefs dif- 
pofed than we are to enter into an amicable negotiation. I (hall 
take the liberty, my Lords, to read a few extracts fiom the papers 
upon your table, upon which I ground my opinion that the French 
Dircftory are difpofed to peace. 

In the note No. 2, tranfmittcd to Mr. Wickham by Mr. Bar- 
thelenoi, there is this paiTage : 

The Dircftory ardently defires to procure for the French Republic ajuff,^ 
honourable i and /olid feace. The Hep taken by Mr. Wickham would have 
afforded to the Dire&ory m real faiUfaSiom^ if the declaration itielf which 
that Minifter makes^of his not \!AS\Xi% any order ^ any po^wer to negotiate^ 
did not give roon) t6 doubt of the fincerity of the pacific mtentions of his 
Court, In fadt» if it was trae that England began to know her real in- 
terefty that (he wifhed to open again for herfeif the fources of abundance 
and profperity ; if ihe fought for peace with good faith, would (he pro- 
pofe aCongrefSy of which, the neceffary refalt mud be to render all nego- 
tiation encHefs? Or, would ihe confine herfeif to the aiking in a vague 
manner, that the French Government (hould point out any other waj 
whatever for attaining the fame objed-*-that of a general pacification ? 

Again, my Lords, No. 7 , extradt from the Regifter of the De- 
crees of the Executive Diredory 2 

The Executive Diredlory, upon confideration of the note addrefled to 
the Minifter for Foreign Affairs by Lord Grenville, dated Weftminfter, 
Sept. 24, 1 796, Wijhing to grve a proof of ihe dejire njohkb it entertaint 
to make peace ^ith England^ decrees as follows; — ** The Minifter for 
Foreign A^airs is charged to deliver the neceiTary paflports to the Envoy of 
England, who (hall be furniftied with full powers, not only for preparing 
andnegotiating the peace between the French Republic and that power^ 
bat for. concluding it definitively between thenu" 

And again, my Lords, No. 15, 

The Executive DixeAory fees ivitb parn^ that at the moment when it 
had reafon to hope for the fpeedy return of peace between the French Re> 
public and his Britannic Majefty, the propofal of Lord Malmefbury ofiert 
nothing but dilatory or very diftant mefins of bringing the negotiation to 
a conclufion« 

Nethertheleft, the Executive DireAory, animated tv^B an ardent Jefire 
of putting a ftop to the fiourge of war, and to prove that* they will not 
lejediany means of reconciliation, declare, that as foon as Lord Malmefbury 
(hall exhibit to the Minifter for Foreign Ai&dn fufficient powers from the 
allies of Great Britain, for ftipulatjng for their refpedUve mterefis, accom- 
. paued by s^ oromife on their part to fubicribe to whatever (hsdl be xx>q- 
eluded in tncir names, the Executive DireAory will haften to give an 
anfwer to the fpecific propofitions which (hall be fubmitted to them, and 
that the difficulties Jhall be removed as far as may -be conSfteat wkh the 
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And, my Lords, after being irritated at Lord MalttiefbuT/s be- 
ing obliged to fend for frefh inftruSions upon almoft every point 
(a thing, I believe, very unufual, if not unprecedented in the hiftory 
of diplonnatic tranfa^iions), and being (KU niore irritated at his in« 
fiding upon thofe terms which they had before declared they never 
would treat upon, the Directory in the laR note fays. 

The underfigned declares moreover, in the namt of the Executive K- 
itflory, that if the Britifh Cabinet is dcfirous of peace, the Executive 
Dire^ory is ready to follow the negotiations, according to the bafis laid 
down in the prefent note, by the reciprocal channel of couriers. 

My Lords, my conclufion from all this is, th^t the Diredlory is 
difpofed to peace, but that it is determined to keep the Rhine for the 
boundary of France ; and, my Lords, it has power to do it, and 
you have not the power to prevent it. You muft, therefore, either 
make peace upon thefe terms, or perlift in the war, which is certain 
ruin. I therefore move your Lordlhips, 

That an humble addrefs be prcfented to His Majefty, hnmbly to repre- 
fent to His Majefty, that in the prefent moft. critical and alarming fitusk 
cion of the country, this Hoafe holds it to be its bounden duty to apprife 
His Majefty of his own danger, and the ruin and confuilon which threaten 
the w^hole nation. V 

That the (hock which has been lately given to public credit; muft, from 
the peculiar nature of our commercial fyflem, deprive us of thofe means 
whereby we were enabled to hold fo high a rank among the nations of the 
world ; unlefs the country is fpeedily relieved from its prefent enormous 
expaiditure, and its future profperity enfuredbyan immediate, Jincere^ and 
iafiing peace* 

That this Houfe begs leave humbly to reprefent to His Ms^efty, thitt 
tippn a con£derate and impartial review of the whole of the late negoti- 
ation, this Houfe fees with concern, that that tiegotiation was broken oSE 
by the condu^ and demands of His Majefty's Minifters, and not by a want 
of difpofition for peace on the part of France. 

That in -mfwcr to the impolitic note ddivcred \^y Mr. Wickharo, tnc 
Executive Diredlory de<;lare, that " Yielding to the ardent dcfire by which 
it is animated to procure peace for the French Republic, and for all nk* 
tions, it will not fear to declare itfelf openly. Charged by the Confti- 
ttttion with the executicMi of the laws, it cannot make or liften to any 
propofal that would be contrary to them. The ConflitUtional k&, does 
not permit it to confent to any alienation of that, which, according to the 
cxifting laws, conftitutes the territory of the Republic." 

That it is impoffible His Majeily's Miniflers could have mifunderftood 
this declaration, for in the note figned Downing Street, there are theib / 
words t " To a demand fiich as this is added an expr^fled declaration, that 
no propofal contrary to it will be made, or even liiicned to." 

That fix months after this His Majefty's Minifters again made overtures 
of peace, but in fo uneracious a manner that doubts might have been rea- 
fonaUy entertained of their (incerity, and dfter a variety of trifling dif* 
pioes, unworthy a gi^t nation, when the happinefs of n»illiont was d«- 
feadtag, Hii ^jefty's Mioiftets demanded ^d made 9L%4\i^ix Jine qua ntm. 
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thofe very terms which, before they began their negotiation, they knew 
would not be made, or even liftened to. 

That, under all thcfe circamftancos, this ttoufe hifmbly and moft car- 
ncftly entfestts Hb Majelty to enter into an immediate nc;gotiation upon 
fuch terms as France is likely to liftcn and accede to, and in fuch manner 
and^ through th'e medium of fuch men as fhaH leave no room to doubt the 
pacific intentions of His Maje'fty. 

And this Houfe begs leive humbly to affure His Majefty, that it -enter- 
tains no doubt of thfe fuccefs of fuch a negotiation, and that it feels confi- 
, dent, that after His Majefty (hall have been gracioully pleafed to reftorc to 
'bis People the blefling of peace, fuch retrenchments and wife regulations 
may be adopted by the Legiflature as will relieve the People from their 
burdens, remove every caufe of complaint of , their being unequally rcpre- 
fcntod, rcftore to tlym their Jtntient, venerable, and free Conftitutign, alid 
thereby re-eftablifh pabli^ fpirit and public confidence, and enfurc to His 
Majefty the attentions of his lubje^ls, the glory, profperity, and happinefs 
of his future feign. 

On the qqeftion being put, 

Lord GRENVILLE obfervcd, that it was totally unneceffary to 
reply in any detail to the very extraordinary firing of propolitions 
their Lordfhips had juft heard. With refpedl to the pronninent 
feature in the motion, that which r<|fpe£led the negotiation for 
peace, it was a fubjedl which the Houfc had recently difcuffed, and 
folcnmly decided. In this view he would move, that the addrefs of 
their Lordfliips on that occafion, namely, of the 30th of December 
laft, be read : this, he obferved, contained every neceffary argument 
againft that part of the motion ; and it would be feen, that fo far 
from the negotiation being terminated by this country, it was info- 
- lently and abruptly broken ofF by the Government of France. 

The addrefs above mentioned was accordingly read by the Clerk ; 
pn which' 

The Duke of NORFOLK rofe and faid, that he wiftied this 
addrefs might go to the Throne, for without the adoption of fuch a 
motion, he feared there was but little probability of obtaining the 
l)leffing of peace ; and even if the enemy were willing to renew a 
negotiation with the prefent Mini(lers,he feared the terms of any fuch 
' treaty would be of a more difadvantageous nature than what might 
be expedted if committed to other hands, confidcring the manner 
in which His Majefly's prefent Minifters had carried on the war, as 
well as en&ered into a former negotiation for peace. The ooble 
-Secretary of State had grounded his oppofition to the motion on the 
ground of its inconfiftency with the addrefs of December laft ; but 
he wcTuId aflc, wbefher there was any thing to prevent a grav^ 
afS^mbly from reconfidering its former refolutions, and more efpeci- 
ally as new motives had fince occurred which refpeded the comrner* 
"lal credit «f this country, and afFcdled its ability- lio eany^en tfie 
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^fax. He muft condemn the condu£b of Adminift^ation in (hack* 
ling Lord Malmclbury when he was fent to treat, cfpecially con»- 
fidcring that France was pre-dctcrmined, at all events, not to p^ 
with Belgium. He charged AdminiAration with indulging a fplrit 
of intrigue, in a negotiation wherein the w^elfare not only of this, 
but other nations of Europe, was concerned, and thought that it 
ihould be clearly underftood on what principles this country wag 
difpofed to make peace. He muft condemn Adminiftration in 
rifquing the events of war by rcfufing to treat for peace after the 
taking of Valenciennes, and committing the country to the iffue of 
events which time had fince turned in favour of the eiiemy. 
France he confidercd as having as good a right to infift on the re* 
tention of Belgium, as this country had to retain Canada in 1763, 
or the Cape of Good Hope in any treaty which might be entered 
into now. 

The Earl of MORTON faid, he deemed it incumbent on hinri 
torefift the motion, with a view to the confiftency and dignity of the 
proceedings of the Houfe. What would be faid, (hould their Lord- 
(hips agree to the propofed addrefs, after having fo recently adopted 
the refolution juft read by the Clerk ? He did not agree with the 
noble Duke that fuch a change had taken place in affairs (ince, as to 
warrant their acquiefence in fuch an impolitic and difgraceful pro* 
pofition. It would, in fa£t, be fuing for pence \ and fuch a line of 
eondud,' it was well known, was bx from being the readied way to 
achieve that deiirable end. 

The Doke of NORFOLK, in reply, faid, that peace was 
neceffary for the exiftence of the country ; but there was no 
grounds of hoping for a good one from the hands of the prefent 
Minifters. 

The Earl of MORTON preffed the Houfe to . recoiled, that 
the French had not only broken off the negotiation for peace, but 
originally commenced the war — we were not the aggreffors. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN lamented to fee a motion of 
fuch importance paiTed over in the (buffling way in which the Mi'- 
niAers feemed inclined to treat it* What, a reference to the 3odi 
of December, sis if that were an anfwer ! That addrefs, to fay no 
piore of k,- was hurried through the Houfe with indecent hafte. 
Time had not been given to noble Lords at any didance to come 
to attend it. He, ioi one, was prevented from attending. Surely 
. he was not iniplicated by that addrefs fo obtained. He called upoOi 
them to think of the new iituation of the country— -as well «s of the 
prefent (ituation of France* Surely, after the meafures of diftrefs 
which we h.\d lately been obliged to recur to, it could not be faid 
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tbat we oiig^t t6 adhere to the detenninatioA of the 30th of De- 
cember, or of any former period* What was our adiual fituation i 
Every moment increafed our difficulties, and every .moment of delay 
would increafe them. It was idle to hefitiite, after the (hock which 
had been giyen to public credit, to talk of half-meafures. Nothing 
fiiort of making Bank notes a l^gal tender, with all the calami- 
ties incident to the meafure, could be efFe6lual. The Minifter 
muft know it ; however he might coquet on the occafion, it muft 
come to that ; he only waited, perhaps, tp have the call from the 
public. If fo, he was ready for one to make the call, and to take 
his (hare of the refponiibility of the meafure. That alone could 
give us time to look about us— 'to retrench from the fmalleft fee up 
to the hi^ed emolument— to cut the (kirts of eveiy office, and to 
fave inevety department^ How was this to be done except by 
peace ? But he had no ambition to be the maker of that peace, 
God knew Minifters had reduced the country to a fituation as to 
make fuch an office by no means enviable to any man ; at the fame 
time he did not defpair of the country. The longer the fyftcm of 
War waspurfued, the difficulties in the way of peace would increafe« 
It was by reviving the balance of trade, by retrieving commercial 
credit, by reftoring confidence, and, above all by peace, that the dan* 
gers threatening this country were to be averted ; and, provided 
peace was obtained, he cared not by what inftruments.' He wi(h6d 
the prefent Minifters might accompli(h this point; but if they 
avowed that they knew not how, or by what means to negotiate, it 
would become them then to.furrender the ta(k to thofe who did 
know. He referred to the diplomatic correfpondence of Lord 
Malmefbur}', and obferved,, that it wa& impoffible to form a proper 
judgement of the propriety of the fteps taken in i\M negotiation ^ 
when only a part of that correfpbndence was laid before the Houfe, 
and the in{h'u£iit)ns and intentions of Minifters were kept l>^kck. 
Without this knowledge it was impoffible to fay which was the 
unreafonable party ; but if it was clearly to appear from documents, 
ihat the fault refted upon the enemy, this would ferve to unite the 
liearts and hands of the people of this country. If France were» 
indeed, a magnanimous nation, it would not venture to infult this 
country by a mock treaty ;,but if it did, every heart would unite in 
oppofttion to it. 

' Lord BORINGDON declared he had noreafon to doubt the 
iincerity with which His Majefty's Minifters entered upon the late 
negotiation with France ; to him it appeared, that the charge of in- 
(incerity fell upon the French Direflory* What ftrengthened this 
opinion was, the let;;er written by thcDanifh Ambaflador at PariSr 
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who might be confidercd as giving an impartial judgement. How- 
ever much he wiflicd for peace, ftill he could not approve of the ten- 
dency of the motion, which went to ftate the diftreffes of the country, 
and to deprefs the fpirit of its inhabitants^ too much deprefled al- 
ready ; nor could he at all approve of the wording of the motion, 
whieh feemcd more like the minutes qf the Executive Direflory, 
than correfponding with the language of the Britifh Houfe of Peers. 

The Earl of GUILFORD faid, that according to the arguments 
ufcd this night for not agreeing to the noble Earl's motion^ they 
were to recoiled that His Majcfty's Miniftcrs ftill pcrtinacioufly 
adhered to the opinion which they had held on the 30th of Decem- 
ber, and the public were therefore to underftand that' they were rc- 
folvcd not to enter upon any negotiation for a peace which ihould 
not make the furrcndcr of Belgium a Jine qua non^ and they called 
upon the Houfe to fupport them in that determination. He who 
had through the whole war qiieftioned the fincerity of their inten- ^ 
tions in their endeavours to make peace, muft own that they were 
confiftent in calling upon the Houfe to a£l upon the addrefs which 
they had obtained on the 30th of December, fince they had thereby 
fecured themfelves from the means of negotiating any attainable 
peace. They had fhut the door againft it ; and it was a truth that 
Dught to be deeply impreflcd on every heart, that Minifters hereby 
declared, and called upon the Houfe to declare, that they would 
not enter into negotiation for any peace that they were likely to 
obtain. 

Earl SPENCER refented the idea that Minifters were- not fin- 
cere in their wifhes for peace. 

The Earl of GUILFORD explained— that he did not mean to 
fay, Minifters did not wifti for peace ; but he thought they defirecj 
it upon terms which could not be obtained. 

Earl SPENCER again rofe and faid, he flattered himfelf th© 
fincerity of Minifters Sov the attainment of peace had been efta- 
bliftied, by their condud^, beyond controvcrfy — their defire, how- 
ever, was for eftabliftiing it upon fafe and honourable terms. A re* 
ference to the papers upon the table would fticw, that the propofals 
made by them were not given as an ultimatum ; xhey gave none what- 
ever, though called upon in a moft extraordinary and linprecccfented 
manner by the French Government. He thought the adoption of 
the motion, inftead of accelerating peace, would retard it. Ic Would,' 
in effe6i, be holding out to France and to Europe, that we Were 
willing to make peace upon any jterms. 

The Earl of GUILFORD replied, that the noble Earl w6u1d 
find, if , he looked again into the ktter of JLord Malmelbury, that 

Vol. m. R , ^ 
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though he deHred M. Delacroix to fuggeft a cMtri-projel, he had 
cxprefsly made the furrender of Belgium a Jine qua nm. Now if 
ne underflood diplomatic language, in which, however^ he did not 
prpfefs to be an adept, Jine qua non was an ultimatum. 

The Earl of OXFORD faid, that the only intelligible argument 
lyhich had been made againfl his motion was, that it was calculated 
to expofe the didrefles of the country to the enemy. He demanded 
whether his motion wais likely to do this in any comparifon with 
the Order o/ the Council, which the Minifters had recently iffucd, 
and the fentence they had thereby ifliied againd our cr>;dit as a 
nation ? 

My Lords, faid he, all thatiias been faid againA my motion, fo 
£ur from ihaking my opinions, conBrm me in the neceflity of the 
meafure I have had the honour to advife. My Lords, I muQ not 
be told that this addrefs is improper to be carried to the Throne, 
when, my Lords, there is not a fentiment in it that I have not taken 
from the very words of His Majefty ; the bcft reply, therefore, that 
I can make, will be to read to your Lordfliips a few paflages from 
His Majefty *s mod gracious, grand, and admired fpeech at the dde 
of the American war. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Smce the clofe of the laft feilion, I have employed my whole time in 
the care and attention which the important and critical conjundsre of 
public affiurs required of me. ' 

I loft no time m giving the necciTary orders to prohibit the farther profe- 
cution of offenfive war opon the contment of North America^ adopting, as 
,iny inclination will always lead me to do with decifion and effbd, whatever 
I collet fo be the fenfe of my Parliament and my People ; I have pointed 
all my views and roeafures, as well in Europe as m North America, to an 
entire and cordbl reconciliation with thofe .colonies. 

Finding it indifpenfable to the attainment of this objedl, I did not hefitate 
to go to the full length of the powers vefted in me, and offered to decla^ 
them free and independent States, by an article to be inferted in the treaty 
of peace. Provifional articles are agreed upon, to take effe^ whenever 
terms of peace (ball be finally fettled with the Court of France. 

In thus admitting their ieparation from the Crown of thefe kingdoms, 
I have facrificed erery confideration of my own to the wiflies and opinions 
of my people. 

Here, my Lords, you fee His Majefty giving up America, and fa- 
crificing every confideration of bis own to the intereftpf his people ; 
and am I to be told that Belgium is of more importance to England 
than America ? 

To the Houfe of Commons His Majefty fays : 

I have endeavoured, by every meafiite in my power, to diminUh the 
burdens of my people. 'I loft no time in taking the moft- decided 
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ineafures for introducing a better economy into the expenditure of the 
army. 

1 ha?e carried into ftri^ execution the feveral redudlions in my civil- 
lift expences, diredted by an a&, of the iaft feilion. . I have introduced a 
farther reform into other departments, and fupprelTed feveral finecure 
places in ihem. I have, by this means, fo regulated my efUbJiilimenta^ 
that myexpence (hall not in future exceed my income. 

I rouft recommend to you an immediate attention to the great obje^ 
ef the public receipts and expenditure, and above all, to the ftate of the 
public debt. Notwithftanding the great increafe of jt during' the war» 
it is to be hoped that fuch regulations may be ftill eftabliihed, (uch favings 
made, and future loans fo condufled, as to promote the means of its gra- 
dual redemption by a fixed courfe of payment. I muft with particular 
earneftneis diilinguifh, for your ferious confideration, that part of the debt 
which confifts of navy, ordnance, and vi^ualling bills : the enormous dif« 
count upon fome of thefe bills (hews this mode of payment to be a moft 
ruinous expedient. 

I have ordered the feveral eftimates, made up as corre6l]y as the prefent 
pradlice admits, to be laid before you. I hope that fuch farther cone^iona 
as may be neceflary will be made before the next year. It is my defii:e 
that you (hould be apprized of every expence before it is incurred, as fair 
as the nature, of each ferviCe can po&bly admit. Matten of accounts 
can never be made too public. 

The regulation of a vaft territory in Afia opens a large field for your 
wifdom, prudence, and forefight. , 

For the fate of India, my Lords, I at this thoment tremble. 
Where is the wifdom, prudence, and forcfight, of Miniftcrs with 
refpe£l to that country? India, I fear, will ere long, be loft to 
England* My Xords, from your blind confideiKc in Minifters^ 
you will live to fee this once vaft and gloriou$ empire fall to pieces 
in their hands. ' "^ 

I trud that you will be able to frame fome fundamentaUaws, which may 
make their connexion with Great Britain a bleiiing to India; and that you 
will take therein proper meafu res to give sdl foreign nations, ii^ matters of 
foreign commerce, an entire'^d perfed confidence in the probity, pundu- 
ality, and good order of our Government. You may be aifured, that 
whatever depends upon me (hall be executed with a fteadinefs which can 
alone preferve that part of .my dominions, or the commerce which ariies 
from it. 

It is the fixed objedl of my heart to make the general good» and the true 
fpirit of the Conflitution the invariable rule of my condu^« and on all oc« 
cafions to advance and reward merit in every proiefnon. 

To enfure the full advantages of a Government condudled on fuch prin- 
ciples depends on your temper, your wifdom, your difiatereftednefi^ cof- 
eftiyely, and individually. 

My people exped thefe qualifications of you ; and I call for them. 

My Lords, this is from the mouth of His Majefty, and is the 
beft reply diat I can make to Che injurious inftnuations againft my 
motion. 

R a 
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The Duke of BEDFORD faid, before they pro6eedpd to the 
qucftiori, he muft advert to tw^o or three things that had been thrown 
out that night. The noble Marquis was correal y informed, with 
rcfpedl to the indecent hafte with which the addrefs of the Houfe, 
of the 30th of December, had been obtained^ He bimfelf had at 
the ti riie found occafion to complain of the difrcfpecSful manner in 
which it had been hurried through, and in which the Houfe had 
been furprizcd into that addrefs. But under whatever circuifl- 
ftances it had been carried, and however ■deliberately, inftead of in- 
confideratejy, adopted, it furely was no argument againft rcconfidera- 
tion. There were now circumftances that more powerfully called 
for the fpecific interference of the Parliament, for it was only bv the 
fpccific interference of^ that and the other Houfe that they could 
cherifti any hopes of forcing Minifters to endeavour to procure for 
the country the bleflings of peace. He had before had occafion to 
fay, that to offer terms of peace was not to fue for it. But he thought 
he could make it manifcft by the papers on the table, that Minii^crs 
h^d not fought for it in a way that could either prove to theni, or 
to the people of England, that they were fincere. The noble Duke 
Went into the examination of the correfpondencc as laid upon the 
table of the Houfe, md contended, that when they called for a 
cotitre-prcjety they had exprefsly declared, that the furrendcr of Bel- 
gium was the fine q^a non. But what more particularly demon- 
ftrated the infincerity of Minifters was, their not invefting the Am- 
baflador with intelligible powers— he had inceffantly occafion to fend 
off his couriers for inftrudions — when called upon to prefent his 
terms, he had none to offer ; he muft fir ft confult his Court, and he 
at length mzdc 2 Jtne qua non of a matter which they had previoufly 
declared they would not concede as a principle. He was glad to 
fee the noble Lord (Malmefbury) in his place, who would contradi£l 
the interpretation if it was wrong. They proved, then, their in- 
fincerity by not adopting an attainable^ ground, and affuming prac- 
ticable principles. Now they declared^ that they adhered fo thje 
fame terms. In fine, he muft make a declaration of a more forci- 
ble kind than any that he had ever before made in that Houfe, and 
for which he knew he (hould incur much ccnfure. It was, that 
from the bottom of his heart, and in his confcience he believed, 
' that Hi^ Majefty's prefent Minifters could not negotiate a peace 
upon terms fo good as this nation had a right to cxped, and as other ' 
perfons of more finccrity and of more capacity, were likely to 
obtain. 

The Earl of CARLISLE fai^, that when he was young it was 
a dodrine in that Houfe^ that upon every gracious conununication 
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from the Sovereign, no time was loft in approaching the Throne 
with an addrefs of thanks. Were the times fo changed as to make 
their gratitude and loyalty a matter of charge and fufpicion? Whea 
he was young too, it was a notion, that all men thought peace better 
than war, and that when fufpiclohs were entertained of the fincerity 
of Minifters, the rcafons of doubt and jealoufy were in decency 
Hated. Such was the pradlice when he was young ! He profeffej 
upon his honour he could not conceive a reafon for (he iniincerity 
of Minifters in their wiilies for peace. 

• the Duke of BEDFORD reminded the noble Earl, that this 
memorable addrefs was yotcd at a feafon of the year, when noble 
Lords Were in the country, and that upon the whole, when it was 
voted, there were not more Peers prefcnt than the number of cre- 
ations during the period of the prefent Adminiftration. With re- 
fpe<^ to the fincerity of Minifters, if the noble Earl was. not con- 
vinced from the tenor of the late negotiation, he dcfpaired of pcr- 
fuading him. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN reminded the noble Eari, 
that he had himfclf been fent on an embafly of peace to Ame- 
rica, and doubts were entertained to this day of the fincerity of 
the miflion. 

Lord GRENVILLE did not know ia what diplomatic dic- 
tionary noble Lords had found that ^ijine qua non was fynonimous 
with an ultimatum ; in all his refearches, he had never found that 
they were confidered as fynonimous. The noble Duke had afferted 
with great fulemnity, and, as he faid, for the firft time, that His Ma- 
jefty's Minifters could not make fo good a peace as others. Why 
he had faid that this was the firft time, he knew not, for all the 
tenor of his fpeeches and motions for the laft four years, was to 
infinuate the 'incapacity of Minifters for thei\;i»fituations, and their 
infincerity. TheHoufe, however, thank God, with the exceiption 
of four or five Lords, had thought otherwife \ and he was confi- 
dent that not only the Houfe, but the Kingdom, could not think 
that the proper perfons to make peace, were perfons agreeable to 
the enemy. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, that, unqueftionably, he had 
never before declared that other perfons could make a better and a 
more honourable peace than His Majefty's Minifters. He was 
aware of the inferences that might be drawn from the declaration 
now ; but thefc he muft incur. No man, who knew him, would 
believe that he mad.e it from any perfonal view to himfelf. The 
prefcnt was not the moment when any man could covet ofEce, 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN faid| that the men proper to 
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make peace were not fo much this men that the enemy might Kkc, 
as the men that they could truft. It wafe not favour thkt a fair 
enemy demanded^ it was candour. It was an obvious, plain- deal- 
ing fincerity that they wanted, and that he believed they could not 
have in the prefent Miniftcrs of England. ^ 

The Earl of COVENTRY declared, that he was ftill indif- 
pofed to the furrender of Belgium as a ground of peace. He would ^ 
confider England as undone if (he agreed to that furrender. 

The Earl of WARWICK faid, he oppofed the motion be- 
caufe he had confidence in Minifters, that they would take every 
ojppQrtunitv of procuring peace upon as good terms as poflible. 

Lord CLIFTON (Earl of Darnley) faid, he alfo muft oppofe' 
the motion, becaufe he faw no good that could result from it, but 
much ill. The public mind was fufficiently agitated already^ and 
he could not confent to give them new uneafinefs. / 

The queftion was then put, and thcvsjfoufe divided : 
Contents, 16; Not-Contcnts, 52, 

Lifl of the Minority. 

Duke of Norfolk, Earl of Suffolk, 

Duke of Bedford, Earl of Chdlmondeky^ 

Marquis of Lanfdown, Earl of Shafiefbury, ^ 

Earl of Derby, Earl of Buckinghamlhire, 

Earl of Guilford* Lord Loyel and Holland (E.Egmoiit) 

Earl of Thanet, Lord Holland, 

Earl of Albemarle, Lord King, 

Earl of Oxford, Lord Say and S^* 



Monday^ 2ph March. 

The Earl of MOIRA ftated to the Houfe, that he ^«pe6!cd (o 
have feen ^ noble and learned Lord on the woolfack this day ^ but 
as he had more than once podponed his motion on account of that 
rwble Lord's illnefs, he (hould be a((hamed to trouble their Lord- 
Ihips with any farther delay. It was the caufe of the wretched he 
had to plead, and the fooner the bufinefs was decided, the better. 

He had had the honour to prefent to their Lord(hips in the laft 
Parliament a bill on the fubjefli of mefne procefs. That bill mif- 
carried, but he was not thereby deterred from again bringing tho 
fubjedt forward, as his obje£t Was to remove what he deemed a 
moft grievous oppreflion. 

The mode of arreft by mefne procefs was the point to which the 
•arguments he had to offer to their Lordfhips (hould chiefly apply, 

I he would leave it to the candour ajid good fcnfc of every Peer 



Makc»470 debate?. 12^ 

prefentt whether he was not jtiiHfied in what he (houlj advance* 
By the law, as it Iftood at prefent, a man was arreted on the oath (ij£ 
the perfon to whom the debt was due ; and> without any inqiKiy 
into the juftice of the demand, he was fent to prifon : there, unleft 
he could find bail, which, in moft cafes, was not to be had, 1^ 
might remain, perhaps, for more than twelve months before the 
caufe was decided. ^If it went in his favour, he was liberated, on 
paying his fees, if he had them, without any recomp^nce for bis 
' long confinement. 

This, however, was not the only grievance. A ipan arrefted on 
mffne proufs lies in jail two terms before the creditor is obliged tif 
proceed againft him ; and then, indeed, if no proceedings are ba(jy 
the prifoner has a right to be difchai|;ed hy fuperfedeas ; but if he 
has not the means to pay the neceffaiy expences on the occafionf 
there he muft remain without any means of fupport. Was not thif 
a cruel cafe, and ought it not to be provided againft ? 

The law had very wifely, in cafes under ten pounds, provided 
againil the arrefi of the perfon of the debtor, until it was prpved 
that the debt was really due. If this held good for ten pounds^ 
why in the name of God (hould it not be equally equitable in a 
cafe of all deSts above ten pounds? There could not exift aifij 
perfon of common under(^nding who would not allow that the im- 
prifonment of a man before the debt was proved, militated ags^(| 
fte natural freedom of the fubje£t in this country-— it was condem* 
nation before trial— -it was an arbitrary punifliment infUdted ^t th^ 
inilance of an interefted individual, who> on account of his intereft, 
could not be heard on his oath in Court in fupport of his clainu 
How very prepofterous muft this appear, that a creditor ilmU hayq 
the right of puni(hing his debtor on an ipft dixit, to which a Jury ar^ 
not perrpitted to give the fmalleft degree of attention. Ii[i diis re-* 
fpeft he muft inlift the law was defe^ive— for it was a law in which 
equity was not to be found. 

He requeued their Lordflnps to pay attention to the diftribution$ 
of the Thatched-houfe Society ; there it woidd be found, that thofe 
they had liberated were, in a great meafure, for a fmall co^npnunifo 
and the fees— the fees were never cpmpromifed. He a&ed their 
Lordfhips, what benefit arofe to focipty from this liberty of arrefting 
die body by mefne procefs ? None. The foor debtor wa^ thrown 
into jaS, and there perifhed all his hopes of future fubfiftence ! 
His bufinefs was gone, his family were without bread, and, perhaps^ 
ultimately it was proved that he did not owe the debt for which he 
^as arrefted. 

What bh Lord(hip wifhed* was to fet afide this mode of antft 
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by mefne pTOtfefs ; and he (hould therefore move for a Committee 
to inquire into the confequences of fuch procefles, and to report their 
opinion to the Houfe. 

Before he fat down; he thought it his duty to mention to their 
Lordfhips, that the noble Lord now on the woolfack had put into 
his hands an anonymous letter fent to his Lordfliip, ftating him to 
be in conjiindlion with dlflFeteht jailers, an oppreflbr of the op- 
preffed, and that he (hared in their profits ; defiring his Lordfhip 
to mention the circumftances in the Houfe ; and that the witnels 
Would be below the bar to hear whether the learned hord would 
deny the fadt. Thfe Houfe, no doubt, would treat fuch infamous 
afpcrfions as they deferred. 

Lord KEN YON having put the queftion, quitted the woolfack, 
and with much agitation addreffed the Houfe. He faid, he never, 
in the whole courfc of his life, felt himfelf fo much afFe6led, as on 
the prefent occafion. It was a confolation to him, however, to be 
iible to declare, by all that was facred, and as he hoped for mercy at 
the day of judgement, that every word in the letter alluded to, fd 
far as related to himfelf, encouraging enormities in the prifons, or in 
any refpeft whatever pronrioting corruption, was abfolutely arid poli- 
tivclyfalfe. ' 

To clear his charaSer from this rnoft fevefe and unjuft imputa- 
tion, he befeeched the ttoufe to order a Committee of Inquiry, 
where upon oath he could be heard, and where his accufcrs murt 
perfonally appear. 

• The learned Lord then adverted to the arguments made by the 
Earl of Moira on the fubjeft of mefne procefsy at the fame time la- 
menting that the Houfe was deprived of the abilities and afliftance 
of the Lord Chancellor. 

He faid, there was undoubtedly much found argument in what 
the Earl of Moira advanced ; but he had totally negledled to con- 
fiderwhat the confequences would be of preventing arreft on mt/ne 
procefs. The fwindler and the villain would then have fuch a fcope, 
that trade and manufactures muft either be ruined by chicanery, or 
by a great limitation of credir. We had flouriflied under the ex- 
ifting law's, in refpeft to the recovery of debts, for many years ; and 
he really did not fee what good this new-fangled fyilem could pro- 
duce. The tradefman would be cautious to whom he gave truft ; 
the manufadlurer would be afraid to give credit. It was. thecom- 
pulfory mode of payment which alone gave wh^t might be called 
a general circulation to trade in this country ; it was forcing people 
to be honcft. The merchant who ventured in large concerns had 
his relief, and fo had the fmall dealer. The Bankrupt L^ws re- 
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lieved them, if it was found they had dcaled honeftly ; but if a ge^ ^ 
neral bankrupt law was to take place, he had no doubt in faying it 
would end in general ruin. . He himfelf had abundant opportuni- 
ties of obferving the good ef&£ls of the prefcnt law in his Court, 
where fometimes upwards of one thoufand caufes were decided in 
one year. It was his invariable rule to corrcfl the errors of prac- 
tice, and tochadife and bring to punifliment every perfon concerned 
in their adminifiration, who had been convidled of any fpccies of 
mifconduft. 

The Earl of MOIRA deprecated the idea of appointing a Com- 
mittee to inquire into the conduct of the Iqirned Lord, upon the 
ground of an anonymous letter, which was not worthy of notice. 
He had himfelf received another letter of the fame kind, from a' 
perfon who fubfcribed himfelf " A Defperate Creditor," and who 
threatened to dcftroy him for his exertions in favour of debtors. 
The bcfl way, he thought, was to let both letters pair off together. 
His Lordfliip then fpoke in fupport of the motion. 

Upon which a divifion took place— -Contents, 21 ; Non-Con- 
tints, 37, 

The Earl of SUFFOLK ^ddreffed their Lordftiips by obferv- 
ing, that in confequence of the notice he had fome time iince given 
for their Lordfhips to be fummoned on that day, he now rofe to en- 
treat their indul^nce and attention. Thefe he had no doubt he 
(hould obtain, as it was not often that he ventured to trouble the 
Houfe. He was one of thofe who ftood altogether unconnected 
with any party, who had nothing to aflc, nor any thing ^to expeft, 
and who, in what he had to offer to their Lordlhips* confideration^ 
was adluated folcly by a iincere wi(h to do fervice to his country. 
The timps were now become fo ferious, and the (ituation of the 
cpuntry fo truly critical and dangerous, that it became the duty of ' 
every man in that Houfe to fpeak his fentiments upon the fubje£t 
without refcrvc. Two fcflions ago, he had tiken the liberty of 
freely ftating his opinion relative to the (ituation of the country, and 
his advice then was, that we (hould boldly look it in the face, fie 
bad propofed at that time, that it (hould be put in an immediatjS 
ftate of defence ; that a very extenfive encampment (hould bet 
formed in a central (ituation, as well as fmall ones all along, the 
coafts, an4 that carriages of a particular conftrudtion (hoiild be pro- 
vided, and T^ady for the mo(l fpeedy conveyance of troops, (tores». 
and provifions, froip one poft to another throughout the kingdom, 
as the exigence of circumftances might require. Since that time 
great preparations had been talked of as nece(fary ; but little efiec-i^ 
tuai: had, in his mindy been done. His Lordffiip then adverted 
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to the treatment which had been given by Minifters to thofc brave and 
gallant veterans who had eminently diftinguiflied themfclves in fight- 
ing the battles of their country. The firft he took notice of was the 
late Lord Rodney, who, in return for one of the moft fignal viQorici 
which ever graced the annals of this country, had been left in a ftate 
of poverty, and who, had it not been for the prote(Sion afforded by 
his PeeragCj^ would^ in all likelihood, have ended his days in a gaol, 
iiis Lordftiip next took notice of the treatment expcttenced by Lord 
Howe, who, in return for as brilliant an adiion and viflory as ever 
was heard of, had received no remuneration whatever, but tUc 
thanks of the two Houfes of Parliament. Something farther, in- 
deed, had been prpmifed himi but Was afterwards beftowed clfe- 
where. He acquitted the noble Duke, whofe fhoulders were graced 
•with the ribbon which had been once allotted for that galhnt and 
noble officer, of any particular intention to deprive him of this mark 
of royal favour. He placed it to the account of that Mini ftcr, whofe 
whole life, fincc he became fuch, had been one continued fyftem of 
deceif and duplicity. His Lordlhip next adverted to a veteran com* < 
mander, Sii Charles Grey, who had been in the Weft Indies, and 
received fuch treatment from Minifters, that on being afkcd to go 
out again he refufed, unlefs the King (hoiild pofitively lay his com- 
mancjis on . him to go; in which cafe he would have thought it hh 
duty to pbey ^ but that no confideration (hould again induce him 
voluntarily to entruft his honour in the hands of fuch men as the 
prefent Minifters. The recall of Earl Fitzwilliam frotrt the Go- 
vernment of Ireland, he alfo conceived, could be mentioned only in 
the ftrongeft terms pf difapprobation. He next dwc^tupon the^im- 
/ propriety pf having formed conne6tions with Foreign Courts, hj 
which fp much of the wcajth of the country was drained away, that 
it was reduced to a ftate of bankruptcy. The duplicity ' of thofc 
Courts, particularly as it was difplayed in this treatrnent of each 
pther, (hould have been a fufficient ground to prevent fuch cotinec- 
fion. The miferable fituation to which the nation was reduced by 
an obftinate perfeverance in one of the rtioft calamitous and expen* 
five wars that ever was carried on, required the exertions of every 
friend to his country to reftpr^ it if pofTiblc to a fituatiop of peace 
and fecurity, This could qot, in his mind, be tfftQcd without the 
removal from power of one perfon, who might be cohfidered a§ the' 
author of every meafure that had brought on fuch a train of hiisfor- 
tiines. A language had frequently been ufed, tending to throw an 
odium on thofe who fpokc tjieir minds freely on the ftate of affairs, 
by infinuaiing that they were friends to commotion, and to the prin- 
ciples oi ihc FiCuth. T|4s fort ofinfinuatiohhc reprobate^! in fcV 



I 

iiARCH ij.'i DEBATES. 131 

Vere terms. His Lordfliip a(ked how it was poflfible any tnan in 
the world could fuppofe that he could be fo loil to all fenfe of ho* 
Hour ; to the reverence and rcfped he owed to a long line of ancef- 
tors, to the paternal adedion he had for his prefent children, and to 
. the regard ^due to poderityi as to counterlance any principles which 
might be fubverfive of thofe honours and that rank which he had 
deceived from his immediate anceAor, and was bound to tranfmit ud« 
impaired to them. Such an argument was abfurd on the face of it ; 
. but ne was determined to take that opportunity of exprefling his opi- 
nion upon ity and marking it by his decided difapprobation, as un* 
candid and unfair in the extreme. His Lordfhip (aid, that the pre-" 
fent (ituation of the Country was become truly ferious and alarming; 
and it was certainly a matter of the highed importance, that its 
fafety and protedlion (hould no longer be left in the hands of that 
, tnan, who had hitherto (hewn himfelf fo totally incapable, in eveiy 
refpe<£t, except in the arts of deception and delufion. He begged 
l^ardon of the Houfe for having fo long tre(\)aflred on their patience* 
He had fulfilled what he conceived to be his duty to himfelf, to his 
£imily, to his King, to his country, and fo pofterity ; and having fo 
done, he (hould patiently wait the events which might happen, ready 
and willing at all times, whenever it (hould be necelTary, to (lied his 
blood and fpend his fortune in the fervice and defence of his King 
and Country. His Lordfhip concluded by moving. 

That an humble addrefs.be prefented to His Majeily, humbly 
requefling that he will be pleaf<?d to difmifs from his Councils-— 
his Minifler, the Firft Lord of the Treafury, whofe pernicious 
•* meafures had deprived him of the confidence of the country." 

Lord GRENVILLE opjiofed the motion, becaufe the noble Earl 
did not appear to him to have founded his arguments againd the 
perfon fo particularly pointed out by it, nor againft the condud of 
Adnriinif^ration in general, upon fadls fufficicntly (trong and fubfian- 
tial to bear a motion of that nature. The noble Earl had entered 
at large into a multifarious feries of meafures, the complex cir* 
qumdances of which he had totally miftaken and condemned, with- 
out endeavouring, to warrant liis affertions by any evidence or any 
proof whatever. In regard to the Firft Lord of the Treafuiy, 
when his rank and ficuation in life, when his own perfonal connec- 
tion and known affinity, and above all his high friendfhip and efteem 
.for that honourable perfon were confidered, however partial, or how- 
py^et intcrcfted his vindication might be deemed, yet he could rjot - 
svith juflic^e to the character, abilities, and integrity of that hpnouxa- 
,ble perfon^ decline entering into a vindication, Jf a. vindication could be 
fUCQcfl^f of ttie meafuries gf which he ftgod accufed. So far ,a^ his 

S ^ 






• 131 PARLIAMENTARY [Lords*. 

' noble friend was concerned in the neglcA or failure of any circunt- 
' ftance tending to promote the public welfare, he was confident the 
negledt and failure were attributable only to thofe errors to which 
hunnan nature is at all times liable, to thofe accidents which no hu- 
man prudence can prevent, or to thbfc difpenfations of providence 
which no human wifdom can control, and not to any pcrfonal inat- 
tention or intcrcft. One of the firft accufations which the noble 
Earl had brought forward againft his honourable friend was a charge 
of having injured the public caufe by removing fome officers from the 
public fervice, to make room for others more ferviceable to his views, 
on whom he wanted to beftow public honours and emoluments ; and 
of ncgledling to reward the meritorious (kill and braver}' of others, 
in the manner which the nation wiftied for, and their own ferviccs 
and talents had deferved. Though no man entertained a more 
liberal or more grateful opinion of the gallant officers alluded to 
than he did, he hoped their Lord(hips would fuffcr him to decline 
entering into the invidious tafk of fcanning their deferts, and permit 
him to proceed with examination only of the truth of thofe declara- 
tions refpedting them which the noble Earl had that night made. 
The firft charge was the negledt of Admiral Rodney,^ Now he by 
no means agreed with the noble Earl that Admiral Rodney had 
been ncgle(Scd 5 for His Majcfty had gracioufly honoured him with 
a Peerage, and he conftantly received that veneration and regard 
from every perfon, which .his bold and fuccefsful exertions in the 
fervice of his country fo well deferved. If occafions did occur 
when His Majcfty found it difficult to employ all the talents, ar- 
dour and aflivity of individuals, according to their zeal, and de- 
ferts, the caufe was imputable to the vaft quantities of ability and 
energy in the nation which rendered it perplexing where to make a 
preference, rather than to any petfonal difrefpeft or forgetfulnefs of 
their fervices. He muft be vigilant and powerful, indeed, who 
can cliftingui(h and regard the claims of all. The Peerage given 
to Admiral Rodney, however, was not the only aft of remuneration^ 
for there were certain pecuniary grants alfo, fufficient, perhaps, with 
economy and management, not only to have fecured the pofleilbr 
from inconvenience, but to have fupportcd his title with becoming^ 
fplendour. As to the other articles of impeachment refpedling Sir 
Charles Grey and Earl Howe, he could confcientioufly^affurc their 
' Lordfhips, he had never h^rd the anecdotes which the noble Earl 
^ related till that evening, and from what he underftood of the fub- 
; je£lv he was apprehenfive the noble Earl laboured under fonie tnif* 
^ uSlc, As to connexion with foreign powers, the treaty of PilnitZj 
^h within and without doors^ had long been a matter of mifmp-^ 



prcheniion and abufc, and, like many other tmnfadJions, had been . 
invidioufly mifreprefented to calumniate Adminiftration, though the 
faital confequences of that calamity involved the happinefs and tran- 
quillity of the country. He hoped from what he was now going to 
relate, thofe mifreprefcntations would ceafe, and all farther declam^ 
tion againft Minifters for their fuppofitious (hare in the-fabrication of 
that treaty, be difclaimed. The, treaty ©f Pilnitx origirlated with 
the Courts of Vienna and Berlin, and was (igned, fealed, and ra* 
tifiedy without the participation, and even without the knowledge of 
the Britifh Cabinet. So much for particular articles; but in reply 
to the more broad and general declaration, that fuch connections 
were formed with foreign Courts as drained away the wealth of the 
country, and reduced it to a ftate of bankruptcy, he had only to re- 
call their Lordfhips* rccoUedtion to the flouriftiing ftate of the , 
finances and refources of the country, to the amazing extent of our 
commerce, and the receipts of our cuftoms. Some check and em- 
barraflment in the concerns of public credit had been recently ex- 
perienced it was true ; but he conceived it highly improper to in- 
volve that circumftance with the prefent queftion, efpecially iince it 
was already in a ftage of difcuffion, upon the refult of which their 
Lordfhips would hereafter be called to decide. But to refer to the 
connections which fubfift between Great Britain and Foreign 
Powers, whatever might be the alledged duplicity and perfidy of 
thofe powers, the truth of which, if neceflary, perhaps, he might be 
likely, in fomc degree at leaft, to difpute, he trufted there could be no 
doubt, no difficulty, no difpute, concerning the integrity and can- 
dour of Great Britain— for her faith and honour were never fo 
high, never fo much reverenced and relied on as at the prefent mo- 
ment. He now came to the coniideration of the conduct of the 
war ; and this was a fine field for the fpeculations of theorifts. 
That the allies had not been fo fuccefsful as thdy might not only 
have hoped for, but expected, he was ready to admit ; and that 
fuch' accidents as are incidental to all wars, and which it was fcarcely 
poflible to avoid, had happened, he was alfo ready to admit ; but 
whatever might be the misfortunes of the allies, he hoped and 
trufted all parties would allow that the exertions of this country had 
been unparalleled in the page of hiftory, and that they had been at- 
tended with unparalleled fuccefs. Our naval victories were more 
brilliant than ever before diftinguiihed any age or any country, and 
therefore it appeared peculiarly hard that all the honour, all the 
praife, and all the glory ftiould b^ reaped by individuals ; while all 
the ccnfure, all the (hame, and all the- refponfibility weirc thrown 
en Minifteri. ' Let the fucccf$ of the war^ however, be what it 
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might, he was convinced, and relied on the convidlion of their- Lord- 
ihips and the country alfo, that if the war had not been undertaken^ 
' the religion of the country would by this time have been overr 
thrown ; the laws, our pride and our .protection, have been tram- 
pled on; the facred inAitutione of our anccAors deftroyed ; all rank^ 
property, and diftimflion laid wa(b, and our glorious Conflitution 
totally extindft* 

Lord HAY (Earl of Kinnoul) faid, that he was never more fur- 
prifed than on the prefeot occaiion, to hoar a motion of this impor- 
tant nature, no lefs than for removing the Prime Minifter of the 
ioountry from his high ftation, without one.fingle proof of mifcondud 
whatever brought againd him. He confidered the country by no 
means in fo bad a fituation as many timid people apprehend. He 
praifed the condud of the war, and faid, that the brilliant fucceffes 
we had met with far furpafled thofe of any former war. He 
ihould therefore give the motion his decided negative. He had only 
toobferve farther, that he c6uld undertake to aiTure their Lordflsips, 
that Lord Rodney's fkpily wks perfe6Uy fatisfied with his remu- 
neration. 

The Earl of SUFFOLK defired to retrafi part of what he had 
faid relative to Lord Rodney. He believed the penlion was righdy 
fiated by the noble Lord. Still, however, it was certain that brave 
officer was afterwards, from a variety of lawfuits^ reduced to a ftate 
of great poverty, and his body for a coniiderable time feized upon, 
and denied the rights of burial. When he aiked for papers, which 
were neceffaryto defend himfelf, Minifiers refufed to let him have 
them. His Lordihip alfo quoted, from memory, a (hort paiTage 
from a pamphlet publKhed on that occafion, addrefled to the people, 
in which the author fays, ** Can you bear to fee the laurelled hand 
** of your brave Britiih Belifarius, ftrctched out, and begging to 
" you for bread?" ^ 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN ftated, that he had the honour 
to be in power when Admiral Rodney lignalized himfelf by his 
• brilliant fuccefles, and that every thing which could be conftrucd 
liberal and juft, was offered upon that occafion. At the time re- 
ferred to, he remembered fome papecs being applied for, but Lord 
Rodney himfelf was fatisBed that it would be very difficult, if not 
impoffible, to produce them. 

The Duke of NORFOLK difapprpyed of the mcafures of Ad- 

miniftration, M^iich, he contended, only sequired to be fairly and 

critically examined, to be univerially condemned. The noble Lor<l 

who replied to the accufations of his. noble friepsl, |^d attempted to 

ifmiiat^ that his pohle friend> ;^igup[)ents we):o not fubfiantiated 
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rfpon fafts, and in an authoritative manncr/alkcd, Vhcre ^crc the 
-proofs ? That queftion wa« eafily decided. The proofs were every 
where. They prefented themfeives to every eye ; they made an 
imprcllion upon every heart. They compofed a living epitaph upon 
the folly and infatuation of Miniflers, and in the language applied to 
the'cncmory of Sir Chriftopher Wren, by pointing out hisfublime 
and' bold produ6tion, that delightful and ailonifhing piece of archi- 
te£ture the cathedral of St. Paul, he might exclaim— 

** Si monumentum quarts drcum/pice" 

The Marquis TOWNSHEND fpoke againft the motion ; 
he faid the country was by no means in a dangerous (ituation, and 
contended that the war had been carried on with the moft brilliant 
fucccflcs. He was furpriied to hear jnoblc Lords fpcak in fuch def- * 
ponding terms of the fituation of our affairs. 

The Earl of WARWICK oppofed the motion, and faid, that' 
he was'convinced the dcfpondency which prevailed in the country, 
and every degree of difrefpedl which any part of the public enter- 
tained towards the Government, were ot?ing to the language ufed ia 
that Houfe. He would advife noble Lords not to indulge thehi* 
fclvcs in thpfe irritating and intemperate exprtffions whieh too fre-* 
quently were uttered witnin thofe walls. He was C€>ftvinced, he 
faid, rhere was a confidcrable French fiiflion deeply infefted with 
French principles in this country, and it was net impojSible that a 
part were to be found within the walls of the two Houfes of Parlia- 
ment. He was forry to read fuch language as had paffed in ano- 
ther Houfe of Parliament refpecSling granting to the people all th^ 
afked. He xi^ais for granting all fuch rights as a people aiked for in 
a proper and conftitutional manner, but did not think it was pro* 
per to grant men who came with arms in their hands all they a(ked«. 
There was no fpecific charge in the motion, and thereffore ho 
would give it his negative. 

The Eari of DERBY rofe and faid, that it was not his intention 
to have faid a word on the prefcnt debate, had it not been for fom« 
things which had falleri from the noble Earl who had juft fat dowiv 
attid which he could not refrain from remarking upon. The noble 
Eirl had taken upon him to advife their Lordfhips with regard to 
the language they fhould ufe in that Houfe, and had exprefled his 
difapprpbation (^ expreffions that had been ufed in both Houfes of 
Parliament, He for One had always endeavoured to ufe Parlia- 
mentary language, and he hoped he never was fo far forgetful of 
his refped for thdr Lordfhips as to ufe language that was not de>* 
cent, flfc was apt, however, to fpeak warmly on many occaiions^ 
l>ut he nevcf did fo except when his feelings dictated to him that h« 
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was right, and he (hould always think it his duty to defcribe the. 
mifcondud:, or the incapacity of Minifters, and the pernicious effcfls 
of their mcafures, in as ftrong terms as he thought ought to be ap- 
plied to them. The noble Earl had alluded to what had paflfed in 
another Houfe of Parliament^ and found fault with the language 
there ufed^ of granting rights to men with arms in their hands. He 
hoped they had not yet arms in their hands, and that they never 
would ; but if eyer fuch ftiould unhappily be the cafe, he was certaiq 
it would be iht impolitic and opprcflive meafures adopted by the 
prefent Minifters which would occafion fuch difeftrous con- 
fequences. 

Lord ROMNEY faid, that for feveral months pad it had given 
'him the greateft concern to hear perfons on all (ides, both within 
the walls of that Houfe and without, talk of the (ituation of the 
country in the moft defponding manner. For Ms own part, he 
thought very differently of it, and was certain there was nothing 
wanted to rcftore it to its fornler ftrength and power, but a£tive 
energy. He ha,d argued on this head with many of his friends in 
Vain, till at length he was obliged to tell them in a laughii^ way, 
^* well, comfort yourfelves with being ruined, if you will have it 
fo." He was cleary however, that a plan might ^afily be adopted, 
^ich would raife an immenfe fum, and, if adopted, would ferve to 
convince the enemy of the fpirit of the country, and that we were 
lefolved not to fufFer the French Dircdlory to diftate any termfi 
which it would be derogatory to this country to UAen to. He might, 
perhaps, be laughed at for his plan, but \ic would, neverthelef^, p^p- 
pofe it. This was, that a fubfcription ihould be fet on foot for a 
y voluntary gift, as far as the fpirit and circumftances of individuals 
would allow. For his own part, he would fubfcribe five thoufand 
pounds ; and thought there would eafily be found a hundred thou- 
fand who would fubfcribe their one hundred each. He propofc4 
that this ihould be paid by inftalments : for inftanpe, be would 
^mmence on the firftday of January, 1798, and pay five huiVr 
dred pounds a month, fo that in ten nru)nths he (hould have paid the 
whole. Each fubfcriber to do the ikme, accorditig to the fums re« 
fpedively fubfcribed, even fo low as fifty pounds. The whole of 
this money to be fubjedl to the control of Parliament-^fuch a mea- 
fure, if carried into execution, would convince the enemy of the 
fpirit and refources of the cpuntry, and would counteract any inu 
preffion which might be made on the French Government to our 
difad vantage, by the defponding ideas of fome as to our fituation,^or 
by the warm language of others on the condudt or mifmanagement 
of our Miniflers. 
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The Earl of DERBY apologized for troubling the Houfe agayi, 
but an expreffion of the noble Lord who fpoke laft obliged him to 
notice it. He was certain the noble Lord meant nothing by it ; 
but from fome of the words ufed by his Lordftiip, they might carry 
an infinuation which he utterly diiclaimed. He alluded to the idea 
of giving the fmalleft degree of encouragement! to the hopes of the 
French, by the warmth of expreffion he had ufed either on the mif- 
management of Minifters, or the deplor^le ftate of our affairs. 
He had forgot to' notice one part of the noble Earl's (Warwick) 
fpeech, when he was up before, and which he now begged leave to 
obferve upon. The noble Earl had faid, that there was a French 
faftion, or men entertaining French principles, in this country, and, 
perhaps, in one or other of the Houfes of Parliament. As that 
noble Earl had found fault with the motion then in debate, becaufc 
there was no fpccific charge in it, he was furprized that he himfelf 
(hould make ufe of fuch an infinuation. Surely, if the noble Earl 
knew of any fuch faflion^ it would be his duty to name the perfons, 
and make a direft charge, otherwife^is objeflion to the prcfent mo- 
tion, for want of a fpeci fie charge, fell to the ground. Indeed -it 
was altogether unfounded. If the noble Earl, who made the mo- 
tion had exhibited Articles of Impeachment againft the Minifier, 
then he muft have dated [pccific charges, and proved them after- 
wards ; but for the purpofe for which it was intended, the prefcnt 
motion was certainly very fufficicnt. 

Lord ROMNEY affured the noble Earl who fpoke laft, that he 
meant no perfonal allufion to him ; on the contrary, he always had 
thought his Lordftiip remarkably cautious in his language, and 
equally temperate and refpedlful. / 

The Elarl of MOIRA thought the prefent motion highly nc- 
ceffary. ' The mifmanagement of Minifters had brought us to our 
prcfent lamentable fituation, and they could not too foon be de- 
prived of the power of continuing fo to do. His Lordftiip con- 
tended, the war had been mifcondufled from the beginning in the 
moft (hameful manner. The wealth and refources of the country 
had been la viflily expended in making conquefts of diftant fettle— 
ments ; when, inftead thereof, the French ftiould have been attacked 
with all our force nearer home. If this had been done, as it ought 
to have been, neither Belgium nor Holland would at this moment 
have been in poffeflion of the enemy. His Lordftiip faid, the plan 
of Lord Romney was certainly a very generous one, and might, 
perhaps, produce^ if adopted, a' very confi'derable fum of money. 
He did hpt know^ liowever, how far the Houfe of Commons might 
approve of riioney beiAg raifed f©r the pui*p6lc*of carrying on the 
Vol. III. T 
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war, through any other channel or mediam but their own. His 
Lord(hip concluded by giving his hearty aiTent to the motion. 

Earl SPENCER admitted the finances of the country to be in a 
ftate of fome difficulty, but it had 'not been fliewn that they were re- 
duced to their prcfent fituation by any mifcondu£t of Minifters. 
Before Minifters were blamed for the condition of the country, it 
was incumbent on thofe who blamed them, to (hew that the war 
could have been avoided, or that more could have been done to ob* 
tain peace than Minifters had done. The con^u£l of the war 
had been complained of. He would not enter into an exami- 
nation of military affairs ^ but our navy had never been more 
fuccefsful. 

The Earl of CARLISLE faid, the fin eft opportunity of forcing the 
enemy to make peace had been 'loft by the conduft of the Admi- 
ralty, which had given very abfurd orders to Admiral Colpoys. 
Had we deflroycd the Breft fleet, we (hould foon have got out of 
the war. It was certainly the fault of the Admiralty that we did not 
deftroy that fleet ; and this he would always maintain till he went to 
his tomb. 

Earl SPENCER denied its being the fault of the Admiralty that 
the Breft fleet efcaped. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN blamed the Admiralty for the 
cfcape of the Breft fleet. He faid, he would rather fee one Miniftcr 
juftly puniftied than twenty changes. It was not a change of men 
he looked to, and therefore he did not much approve the motion ; 
changes of Minifters had fometimes done mifchief to the country. 
Sir Robert Walpole was removed by popular clamour at the time he 
was carrying the finking fund into execution, and the country fuf^ 
fered by his removal : the change he defired, was a change in the 
fyftem of government, which ought to be conduced on the old 
conftitutional principles of the country. Let this change be made, 
and the King might have whom he pleafed for his Minifters. Any 
man who wiflied to know the prcfent fyftem might be fully ac- 
quainted with it by a perufal pf the army extraordinaries : he 
would there find millions on millions fquandered in the moft imr 
provident n\anner. What would the noble Lord's fubfcription of 
5000I. do to ftop fuch floodgates ? He wiflied to know what we 
wtre fighting for ? Was it Belgium^? If it was, aflc the country 
whether they will perfevere in this war for fuch an object. Was it 
for any territorial poffeflion t Had the French infulted us ? If they 
had, he would be one, and he was convinced the country would 
unanimoufly unite with him in obtaining reparation. 

Lord GRENVILLE began by laying, that his noble itlatton 
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^d (o ably dated the lituation and refources of the countiy, that he 
fhould not touch on that iubjcA. The natural part for England 
to take in the war had been properly performed. Every effort had 
been made, and every fuccefs obtained, regarding this as a naval and 
Colonial war. When the exertions of the Government were turned 
towards the Continent, when all the troops our fmall military eila* 
bli(hment could afibrd, were fent to the Netherlands, then Minifters 
were blamed for not confining their exertions to the Navy and the 
Colonies, which it was faid were the proper objefts of Great britain ' 
in a war. Of late, Minifters had declined fending troops to the 
Continent ; they had turned all their attention to the Navy and Co- 
lonies, and ftill they were blamed, even though they had been fo 
fuccefsful. The noble Marquis had allowed that charges againft Mi* 
niflers, made by popular clamour, had not always been calculated 
for the public good, and he had inftanced the cafe of Sir Robert 
Walpole ; that change. Lord Grenville affirmed, was not Icfs cal- 
culated for the public good than the prefent. But the noble Mar- 
quis fays, it is not a change of men, but of the principle and fyftem 
of the Government he dcfircs. A change in our fyftem of Govern- 
ment would throw the country into total and immediate confufion. 
Were not their Lorddiips convinced of the danger of French prin- 
ciples from which Minifters had preferved the country f From fuch 
a change he was convinced the whole nation would recoil. It had 
been aiked, for what was the war carried on r It was not for this 
or that province— it was, whether the French fhculd poflefs the 
whole of the maritime coift of the Continent oppofite to this 
country ; that was the prefent objedh Another was, the haughty 
manner in which they had treated our overtures for peace. They 
had csdled for our terms, which they had. rejected without offering 
any on their part. No'Minifter had ever been more ignominioufly 
treated than ours had been. His Lordfhip had often heard pro- 
feffions of unanimity when the country wns infulted ; but he never 
had received the fupport of thofc who made the profcffions. His 
Lordfhip condemned the defponding language which fome men held 
refped^ing our finances, anci he contended that our refources were 
ample and abundant. 

' The Marquis of J-ANSDOWN was notfurprixcd the French, 
iii the late negotiation, had (hewn fome hjug'ttincfs. ^I'he French 
were men with natural feelings. iLn6 muft remen bcr and rdent ihe 
opprobrious language Miniftcrs had ufed rcfpeciing riitm. Were 
we to wonder that the French entered on the ncgoriaii* is.wirhcold- 
nefs and diftfUft, when not only the former language of Minihcrs, 
but every circuniftance attending the negotiation iikii, gave tnem 
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eaUfe to fufpei^ our fincerity ? The Mafquis deniod having reo^n- 
tnendcd a change of Governtnent ; he only defired the prefent 
fy(tem (hould be changed for a conQitutional fyAem ; and be would 
Contend for a conf^itutional Government, even though it was the 
fefhion for Miniftcrs to infinuace, thajt tljofe who recommended any 
change were Jacobins. He denied having any Jacobin principles 
about him, and affcrtcd, he had always advifecf MIniflers againft 
Jacobin principl/es, becaufe he was convinced they went to a cdm- 
Qiunity of goods, and other abfurd and pernicious do(£trines : they 
went even l^cyond tl)e Agrarian fyftem. He did not believe there 
were many Jacobins in principle in thi§ country ; and he knew of 
DO fuch practical Jacobins as His Majefty*s MLnifters. They had 
banifhed gold and iilver from London, at the^tinoe they began to be 
plenty in Paris ; and they bad taken up the paper fyftem at the 
time France had laid it down. ' Forced loans, military, force, and 
every Jacobin projc>3 they had adopted as France rejected them* 
They purfued a line of conduft perfedlly agreeable to all Jacobins, 
and well calculated to promote their objefls. The Marquis thought 
the immortal Jury of 1794 bad fufficiently expofed the falfehood 
of the pretended Jacobin plots. To the noble conduct of that 
Jury, he did not know how many of their Lordftiips were now in- 
debted for the poiTellion of their lives and fortunes. It was that Jury 
H^hich defeated the Roberfperiaa fyftem, which was attempted to be 
eftablifhed^in this countiy. 

The Duke of BEDFORD rofc to contend both for a change of 
the Minifters, the principles and fyftem on which the Government 
had been condudicd, and for the prote<ilion, he might fay for the rcf- 
toration of theConftitution. He would not be deterred by the unwar- 
rantable infinuations that might be made againft him, from fup- 
' porting the motion, as he thought it calculated to reftore ^nd protedl 
the Conftitution. His Grace quoted papers on the table, to (hew 
the concealment Minifters had made of the public expences, in order 
to enable them tot^arry on the war ; and he aiked, if the way to dc- 
ftroy the French principles was to ruin the country ? French princi* 
pies were not fo fafcinating that they (hould be dreaded. The rca« 
fon Minifters were not inclined to make^ peace Was, that they knew 
they could not niake peace but on terms difgraceful to themfelves, 
who had held fuch lofty language and pretenfton[s during the. war.* 
His Grace next took a view of our heavy taxes, and the burdens 
impofed by the war ; and concluded by giving his hearty fupport to 
the motion. 

The Houfe then divided on Lord Suffolk's motion : 
Cont^ts^ 16 \ Proxies^ 2. Not^Contents^ 86 ; Proxies^ x8« 
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The Coimniftfle of Pcivil^es on Lord Laoderdak's petition^ 
wh^ch ftood for this day (T.uefday) was poftponed till Thwrfday- 

The Earl of OXFORD finding it was ticceffary to giv« norice 
of the motion he had defigned to bring forward that day rcfpcdling 
his proteA, gavenotice that he (hould move Uie Houfe on the fubjedl 
on Thurfday next ; and moved that their Lordfhips be fummooed 
for that day. — Ordered- 

Thurfday J 30/A March. 

The order of the day being called for, 

The Earl of OXFORD rofe, and requefted their Lordlhips*- 
attention to fomc obfcrvations which he had to fubmit to the 
Houfe, befofe they proceeded to the confideration of the brcfcrbf 
the day. His Lordfhip complained, that the day after he had T[iade 
his motion for an addrefs to His Majefty in favour of peace, he had 
gone to the office, appointed for that purpofe, to enter his Protcft 
againft the rcfolution of the Houfe on that 'motion. * That he Was 
then and there informed, that his addrefs had not been entered on 
the Journals of the Houfe, Lord Kenyon having taken it away with 
him. This he conceived to be a breach of their Lordfhips' privi- 
leges, and as fuch he hoped they would take notice of it. ' He 
would, therefore j without' farther preface, move their "Lordlhips, 
according to a ftanding order of the Houfe, 

** That the Lord Chancellor, in taking away the motion of any 
** noble Lord, fo that the fame cannot be entered oi» thq Journals 
" of the Houfe, is a high breach of privilege; and that Lord Kon- 
** yon, a6^ing as Pro- Chancellor, having taken away the motion 
" of the Earl of Oxford, made on the 23d of Mnrch,, 1797, has 
" been guilty of a high breach of privilege, and that he be ccnfured^ 
" for the fame." 

The queftion being read by Lord KENYON from the 
woolfack, ... 

The Biihop of ROCHESTER rofc, and moved, that their 
Lordftiips' ftanding order of November 1777, fhould be read, 
which was done; the purport of' which was, 

** That any Lord of that Houfe publi/hing the proceedings of' 
*^ the fame, without leave of their Lordfhips, ' would be guilty of' 
*^' a high breach of privilege." 

The learned and reverend Prelate then faid, that inflead of the 

• • • 

motion made by the noble Earl, he expected to. have heard one of. 
a totally different nature. He,liad cxpefted^to have heard the noble 
Earl rife up in hi» place and move^ that a high breach of privilege 
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had been conimitted by the printer and publiiher of a certain newf- 
paper, containing a miferable publication. He had heard fix>m re- 
port, that a publication had gone abroad, containing a proteft of the 
noble Earl againfi the refolution of that Houfe, on the motion which 
h^ had lately made, for ah addrefs to His Majefly in favour of 
peace ; and he had a paper in his hand, called the Oracle and Puh^ 
lie Advertifer^ which he had fent for and procured in confequence ; 
that it not only contained fuch Proteft, but went . the audacious 
length of conveying to the Public, the editor of that paper's com- 
ments on that proceeding. The reverend Prelate then faid, that 
from the whole of that bufinefs, as ftated in that paper, he con- 
ceived it to be one of the moft audacious and impudent infertions 
that ever was made ; and that as fuch, it highly deferved the atten- 
tion of the noble Earl, whofe name had been attached to fo infa- 
mous a publication. Infamous he avowed it was in every refpe6(, 
fjcom the higheft to the loweft of thofe who were concerned in it ; 
and he could not conceive how any Lord in that Houfe could fit 
ftill and fee his name made ufe of in the moft audacious manner, 
without taking the moft ferious notice of it. The reverend Pre- 
late then adverted to fome of the parts of the Proteft, and particu- 
larly to the following. 

Sixthly, Becaufe whenever a naiioh is in the fituation we are in at prc-» 
fent, it requires the united energy and public fpirit of the whole nation, 
to re-eftabliih jts credit, and I am perfuadcd that energy and public 
fpirit are only to be obtained by the public poffeffingi their antient free 
Conftitution, which they fo juitly revere ; and [ maintain that according 
to common law, which is common fenfe, and according to *' the true 
fpirit of the Conftitution," which is founded in wifdom, liberty, ^nd 
juftice, tl^ie people of Great Britain have a right, and ought to be fairly 
and equally reprefented in that which, by its very name, is their Houfe of 
Parliament. V 

Having read this, the reverend Prelate faid, that he could not pafs 
over this paflage, without giving it his moft decided and marked re- 
probation. The newfpaper editor, who had conveyed this audacious 
and infolent dodrine to the view of the Public, under the fandioa 
of the noble Earl's name, had, fpeaking of the People of this Coun- 
try, made ufe of the expreffion, that they •* ought to be freely and 
fairly reprefented in thaty which by its very name is their Houfe of 
Parliament." This, the reverend Prelate faid, he looked upon to 
be very audacious, and very unconftitutional language. He con* 
ceived the Parliament to be the King's Parliament, and not the 
Parliament of the People. Taking it in this point of view, he 
was greatly furprized die noble Ean had, in the courfe of the fe- 
d feftion he had ever iat in Parliament, brought forward the mo^ 
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tion he had now done. He rather expeded he would have tnpved 
their Lordlhips againft.tbe printer and publifher of fuch an auda^* 
cious libel againft the privileges of that Houfe. As it was, however, 
he was convinced that young men might be induced to make mo- 
tionsy (which, faying the leai) of them, in his mind, deferved to be 
claifed ^s petulant) againft the firft charaders in the kingdom. 

The Marquis TOWNSHEND faid, that he coincided in opi- 
nion with the reverend Prelate, as to the (ketches which were dailjr 
made in the newfpapers, and which were now remarkable for con- 
veying to the Public the mod barefaced falfehoods. This he could 
particularly inflance in a print of that morning which had under- 
taken to give, in confequence of an audience of a noble Earl near 
him (Suffolk] and the advice which he had thought proper to ofler 
to the Sovereign, a pofitive anfwer from His Majefty, when in hSt 
noanfwer at all wai given. His Lord(hip profeifed himfelf to be 
a very faft friend to the Liberty of the Prefs ; but he thought fuch 
abfolute falfehoods ought to be, if pofiible, prevented. At the fame 
time, he faidi that he could not agree with the learned and reverend 
Prelate as to that part of his fpeech which alTerted, that " the Par- 
<' liament was the King's Parliament, and not the Parliament of 
** the People." He had the* honour of deriving his feat in that 
Houfe from a long line of anccAors ; and he had always been taught 
to believe, that the Parliament was the Parliament of the Nation, of 
which the King formed only a component, though' certainly the 
higheft part. His Lord(hip then faid a few words of a conciliatory 
nature refpedting the motion. 

The Earl of SUFFOLK owned that His Majefty had given 
no anfwer. The bulinefs of his interview did not require an 
anfw.er. 

Tte Biftiop of ROCHESTER faid, that it was not his wi(h 
to enter into an argument at length with the noble Marquis upon 
the nature and conftitution of the Parliament, but fiill he could not 
recede from his opinion that he had juft before delivered, that it was 
the King's Parliament, and not the Parliament of the People. To 
prove this, he requeued their Lord(hips to look at the conftruftion 
and the uniform practice of Parliament. It was ** convened at the 

will and pleafure of the King ; it was prorogued at his will ; and 

it was diffolved when and fo often as he thought proper." Could 
any thing be more (Irongly convincing that it was the King's Par- 
liament ? As to the motion now before the Houfe, he could only 
iay, that if he did not move their Lordihips againft the printer and 
publtflier of the infamous libel he had juft before read, againfl the 
|)iivileges of that Houfe, it was only becaufe he had rcafon to think 
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pcifons of tnucli "higher rani and confcquencc [looking at Lord Ox- 
ford] would be found to be implicated in the charge. 

The queflion being called for, the Houfe was cleared, but we un- 
derftand no aftual divifidn took place, the Earl of Oxford (landing 
alone. 

. It was afterwards ordered, that the proceedings of that night 
Ihould not be entered on the Journals of the Houfe.— Adjourned. 

The following is a copy of the Publication alluded to by the Bijhop of 
Koeheflery as it appeared in the public prints. 

ADDRESS TO THE NATION. 

Portman Square^ March 27, 1797- 

XX was my intention to have entered my Proteft on the Journals of 
the Houfe of ;Lords the day after T moved my addrefs to His Majefty 
for Peace, and for that purpofe I went to the Clerk's Office, and to my 
utter furprize I found that my addrefs had never been entered upon the 
Journals. Upon inquiry I was informed that Lord Kenyon had taken 
it home with him. I wifh, at all events, that the Public fhould be 'in 
poiTeflion of my Proteft, and I hereby pledge myfelf to my Country and 
to the Houfe of Lords, that 1 will this day, in my place, in that Houfe, 
demand the ftilkft reparation far this infult, offered through one to the 
whole HoufC) in this illegal and unprecedente4 manner. 

PROTEST. 

Diflentient — Firft, Becaufe feeing no means of falvation for this 
CQuntry but by an mmed'tate^ fncere^ and lajitng peace^ I think the ad- 
drefs, which I moved March 23, ■1797, calcumted to produce that 
happy event, and that a refufal to carry that' addrefs to the Throne, tends 
to a continuation of this cruel war, which I hold to be certain and in- 
evitable ruin. 

Secondly, Becaufe a Secretary of State's moving, that an addrefs to 
His Majefty on the 30th of December, 1796, ihould be read, is a poor, 
weak, and nide fliahner (to fay no Worfe of it) of anfwering the argu- 
ments advanced in my addrefs. 

Thirdly, Becaufe I believe that the arguments advanced by me, have 
never beford bi^en touched / upon, even in debates, and no attempts 
having been made to anfwer tbofe arguments, the conclufion which 
tke public muft draw from it is, that they are perfe6kly unaniwerahle. 

:Fourthly, Becaufe it was my fincere wifh that the eyes of His Ma- 
jefty fhould be opened to the dangers with which he is furrounded, and 
that giving peace to his exhaufi:ed fubje6Vs, and reftoring to them their 
rights ihould 'be his own gracious a6i. 

Fifthly, Becattfe I have the higheft authority for every fenliment k- 
fpe£ting the " economy and reform of abufes," which X recommended; 
namely. His Majefty 's own words, in that moft excellent and patriotic 
fpeech made at the dofe of the American war, and which I quoted in 
my reply. 

Sixthly, Because whenever a nation is in the fituation we are in' atpre- 
fent, it requires the united energy and public fpirlt of the whole nation* 
to re-eftabli(b its credit; and I am perfuaded that' eaerjj and public 
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fpirit are only to be obtained by the public poflei&ng tticJr ftntient fiee 
Conilitutiony which they fo juilly revere ; and I maintain, that^ accord^ 
ing to common law, which is common Tcnfe, and according to " the 
true fpirit of the Conftitution," which is founded in wifdom, liberty, and 
juftice, the People of Great Britain have a right, and ought to be fairly 
and equally reprefented in that which, by its very name, is their Houfe of - 
Parliament. 

Seventhly, Becaufe I hold the borough fyftem, and every other fyftem 
of corruption that has of late years crept into praAice, to be diredilj 
contrary to the true fpirit of the Conftitution, and big with the moft 
alarming evils to King and People ; and that to confer the honour o( 
Peerage on men who have no other merit than that of com.mandin2 
boroughs, and performing minifterial jobs, degrades tfiat high dignity^ 
and takes away one of the greatcft motives that adluates the human mind^ 
the hope of reward, by making it unworthy the acceptance of thofft 
men for whom it was intended, men who have rendered great and di&> 
tinguilhed fervices to their country by their valour, their talents, or ilieit 
learning. 

Eightly, Becaufe I am defirous of making this public avowal of my 
principles, which nothing on tarth fhall make me alter, and which t 
have learnt from the aSs and writings of our anceilors, who loved 
Liberty, and underftood it. 

Ninthly, Becaufe I am refolved, whenever I fee danger hohlly and 
independently, to the full extent of my ability, to difcharge my duty to 
my King and Country, 

OXFORD and MORTIMER^ 



March 3 1 to April i o inclufive, no debate ; on which laft day 
the Houfe adjourned to _ 

Monday f 2^th April 

The Duke of GRAFTON called the attention of the Houfe 
to the ftate of public affairs, which appeared to him to be alarni'^ 
ing, the more fo becaufe His Majefty's Minif^ers did not commu- 
nicate It to their Lordfhips ; there were three points on which 
he wifhed to be informed in an authentic ^manner, and on which 
he had hitherto no information, except what appeared in ncwfpa- 
pers, iand what he had heard as mere rumour from his acquaint- 
ance. The firft was, that the Emperor had negotiated, or was ne- 
gotiating, a feparate peace. The next was, that Ireland was in a 
ftate of infurredtion in many parts of it ; and the laft was, that the 
fleet at Portfmouth was in a Gate in which no obedience was paid to 
the commands of the officers. Thcfc were points of the moft ferious 
importance to thii country, and he lamented moft fincerely that there 
was not in the Houfe this day, after fo confiderable a recefs, one 
Miitifter- to give their-Lordfhips information. He had entertained 
hopes, before he came to the Houfe, that, lifter what had happened^ 

Vol, hi. U 
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Miniftars would have advifed His Majefty to make a communica- 
tion on all, or fome of thefe important points. The m(^ plcafing 
"would be, that there was no foundation in any of the rumours upon 
cither of the fubjefls : but if there was any foundation for any of 
them, their Lordfhips ought to be in poflTcflTion of fome fa£i:s, and 
they (hould b« laid before them in fuch an authentic manner, that 
they could regularly deliberate upon them, and proceed upon them 
in difcharge of the duty they owed to the State. But by neglecting 
to give the neccfTary information in thefe important particulars, and 
in this critical time, Minifters fan6iioned, as far as they could 
fanflion, the afpcrfions which had been caft on the dignity of ;thc 
Koufe, and encouraged evildifpofed perfons to repeat, that their 
Lordfbips met in that Houfe merely for the purpofe of forming a 
Court, as it were, to enregifter the decrees or edifts of the Execu- 
trve Government : it was to refute fuch (lander that he wifhcd for 
the infomtation which he was now fceking. Should their Lord- 
ihips fuiFer public affairs to be conduced by Minffters as they 
fl&Sedf and permit them to. withhold information, however im- 
portant and neceflary, as long as they pleafed, that Houfe and its 
proceedings would fopn, he feared, link into public contempt* H« 
therefore could not help exprefling a hope that fome information 
would be given without delay upon thefe important fubjeds. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR faid, he did not queftion the 
finccrity of the noble Duke in defiring information upon the matters 
to which he had alluded, and which were certainly as important as 
the noble Duke had (lated them to be. He could not give ail the 
information that was called for ; but he could (late, that as to Ire^* 
land, he knew of nothing of any important nature that had oc« 
curred fincc the laA authentic account with which their Lord(hips 
were already acquainted. That with refpedl to afiairs on the Con- 
tinent, a mail had, within a few hours of the moment he was fpeak- 
ing, arrived ; the contents of which their Lordfhips would readily 
fee, .from the nature of the thing, he could not now be prepared to 
communicate to their Lordfhips in .any way whatever ; and the late 
arrival of which was the caufe of the abfence of His Majefty's 
Minifters., With regard to the fleet at Portfmouth, he was happy 
to have it in his power to (ay, that the failors had all of them re- 
turned to the regular and ordinary difcharge of their duty ; a com- 
munication upon, which fubjed would foon be made to the Houfe^ 
perhaps in t])ie (bape which the noble Duke himfelf deiired. 

After a few words from the Duke of GRAFTON upon the nc- 
celTity of a fpeedy and wiplc coouimnication^ the Houfe proceeded 
to private bufinds. 
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Tue/dayt 4prtl 251 to Saturday y April 29 inclufive, no debate. 

Monday f iJlMaj. 

On the Ufher of the Bhck Rod apprifing the Houfe that a 
number of the Members of the Houfe of Commons were aflfembkd 
for a conference with their Lord(hips in the Painted Chamber, the 
following Peers were then nominated as a deputation to confer with 
the Commons on the part of the Houfe : Lord Sydney , (the Chair- 
man}. Hood, Elliot, Lyttleton, Auckland, Middlcton^ Walfingham, 
Earl of Berkeley, and the Bifliop of Briftol. 

The conference took place in tlje Painted Chamber with the ad* 
cuftomed forms. The deputation from the Commons was headed 
by the Mafter of the Rolls, who read the refplutions agreed to hj 
chat Houfe refpeSing a plan for the more effectual promulgation of 
the fiatutcs. After which, he handed over the refolutions to the 
Chairman (Lord Sydney) for the confideration of their Lordfhips. 

On the return of the deputation Into the Houfe, Lord Sydney 
ftated to their Lordihfps the proceeding ^thait had juft taken place* 
The refolutions of the ComnK)n$ were then read, and ordered to !!• 
On the table. 

Tuefday^ ^d May. 

Lord GRENVILLE brought a mcffagc from His Majcfly 
limilar to that fent to the Houfe of Commons on the fubjeS of the 
loan to Ireland and his Imperial Majefty. [See the Proceedings of 
the Houfe of Commons of Saturday the 29th of April, I797t] 
His Lordfhip faid, it was his intention to have delivered this 
meflage yefterday, but he had come down too late. He moved 
that the meflfage (hould be taken into confideration oi> Thurfday 
next. Agreed to.— Adjourned. 

Wedntjday^ id May. 

The Duke of BEDFORD requefted to call the attention of the 
Houfe to the Report of their Secret Committee. His- Grace ob* 
ferved, that from the Houfe having adjourned on Friday laft, at a 
more early hour than ufual, he was not prefent when the^ Report 
was made to the Houfe* He was very forry it fo happened, bc« 
caufe he intended, at that time, to have informed their Lordihips^ ^ 
that to the tenor of that Report he altogether objcfied, and was dif« 
fentient. He thought it therefore^ his duty to move for a day to 
have that Report taken into confideration. It was not his wi(h to 
hurry the bufincfr, fo as to create any inconvenience to Mimflen : 
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and he would therefore: move, that their Lord(h>p$ ihould be fum* 
moned on this fubjeft on Friday fc'nnight. — Ordered. 

The Duke of BEDFORD once more offered himfelf to the 
notice of the Houfe on afubjcS which he acknowledged to be cx» 1 
tremcly delicate, but to which his duty to the Public obliged him 
to pay attention. He meant, he faid, the proceedings which had 
lately taken place between the failorsof the fleet at Portfmouth and 
the Lords of the Admiralty. If His Majcfty's Minifters intended 
to bring forward any papers relative to that fubjecS, he would be 
Very ready to Ifcave it in their h^nds. . If they had not any fuch 
intention, he (hould C9rtainly think .it ricceflfary ^o.move for papers 
Ojfl that head. ... 

Earl SPENCER faid, that he had it not in gpminand from His . 
Majefty to make any communication to the Houfe on that head, nor 
did he believe he (hould have. 

Earl HOWE faid that his name had been very much mentioned, 
in this bufinefs, and in a manner which he did npt think yery repu- 
table to his charadtcr. As the noble Duke had given notice that 
he intended to bring this matter fprward on a future day, he would- 
poftpone going into the bufinefs till the period of difcuflion arrived, 
chough he had been to the Houfe feveral times, with confiderable 
anxiety, to fpeak on the fubjed, but without any proper opportunity 
of doing fo. He, however, entreated their Lordfliips to be extremely 
cautious how they entered into any difcuflion on the fubjcdt. , He 
begged them to confidet that if they came to any refolution, approv- 
ing of the demands of the failors, it would r^atcrially aflid the fu- 
ture difciplinc of the fleet, by conveying an acquicfcencc in their 
Condudt. If they difapproved of it by any refolution, it Vvould con- 
vey to the feairicn of the fleet an idea that the promifcs which had 
been madeto'tht^m were not meant to be performed. He would 
however recommend, that all engagements made to them fliould be 
pundually (Jomplied with. 

The Duke of CLARENCE waved all idea of being confidcred 
to fp^ in a political point of view ; but as a profeflional mari, he 
deprecated a difcuflion of the fubjeft. 

Lord GRENVILLE was of the fame opinion, and thought a 
great deal of mifchief might be the confequencc of a difcuflion, while 
no poflible good could refult fiom it. 

, The Pufe of BEDFORD declared^ that he did not wi(h to 
bring forward, or provoke any difcuffion which might in its confe- 
qpeiKe be prpdu6liye of any difad vantage td the country. ' He could 
nQt> .however, confiunt tliat a matter of fuch immenfe magnitude, and 
pf ip e^traoxdixiaiyi nature^ a$ had never yet been cntered^upon i^ 
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ahnals of this countiy^ (bouM pafs ofF widiout the notice of that 
Houfe. He was determined, therefore, on fome future day, to 
bring forward a motion for papers on this fubjef^, without prefacing 
it by any comment whatever. 

. The Earl of CARLISLE affured the Houfe that' he was im- 
prcfied with the highcft refpedt for the great delicacy obfervcd by 
Lord Howe in puting off what he had to fay in juftification of him- 
feif to the day on which the noble Duke (hould bring thebufinefs 
before the Houfe ; and he was alfo fully fenfible of the weight that- 
ought to be paid to the profcffional opinion of a high Perfonage who 
had fpoken on the fubjc6t (tire Duke of Clarence.) He could not, 
however, avoid afking the Houfe if a matter of this importance wa» 
never to be taken up ? He by' no means wifticd to fay whether this 
was the proper moment to difcufs it ; but he aflcrted that it was the 
duty of their Lordlhips to inquire into the matter, and to inveftigatc 
in the moft fcriotis manner from what caufes a proceeding fo totally 
unprecedented in the Engli(h hiftory had originated. 

Earl HOWE again deprecated a difcuffion of the fubjedt, but 
faid his charader had been fo implicated, that he muft take the firft 
ptoper opportunity of defending it. 

Lbrd SYDNEY was of opinion that a difcuffion of.th^ fubjeft 
would be wrong, as much evil might be the confequcnce, and no 
one poffible good could accrue from it. 

Earl HOWE again rofe and faid, that from what had fallen in 
the courfe of the debate, he perceived that this was the propereft mo- 
ment for him to explain himfelf, and clear his character to the fea- 
irien and the public. In the early part of the month of February, 
and till the middle of March, while he was obliged to be at Bath 
from an ill ftate of health, he had received feveral petitions from the 
fleet, which conveyed intelligence of there being great difcontents 
among the feamen of the fleet, and demanded an increafe of pay or 
wages. Thefe petitions being all anonymous, he neither could an* 
fwer them, nor did he think it neceffary. However, in order to 
fatisfy himfelf as* far as poffible on the fubjcc^, he wrote to an officer 
at Portfmouth, to know ii he thought any difcontents prevailed on 
board the fleet, informing him at the fame time of the petitions he 
had received. This officer anfwered his inquiries" by an affurancc 
that no difcontents that he could hear of, prevailed in the fleet. 
When, however, his health would permit him, he came to town, 
aftd one of the Lords of the Admiralty happening the day after his 
arrival to call on him, he mentioned to him the petitions he had re- 
ceived, and requefted him to make the proper inquiries, and to pay 
the necei&ry attention to thi? fybjed. His J^rdlhijp concluded by 
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%tngi ^^t if he had any particular friend in the Houfe, he hoped 
he would evince his friendlhip by moving that his conduft might be 
t^ken into confideration. 

Lord GRENVILLEfard, that he believed everyone of their 
LonUbipSy and every man in the kingdon), was perfedly convinced 
that His Lordfbip had a<9ed through a long life, the part of a vir- 
tuous and honourable fupporter of the rights and interefts of his 
country. He once more deprecated any farther difcuffion of the 
{ubje6ty and moved to adjourn. — Adjourned. 

Thurfday^ ^th May. 

The order of the day being read for taking His Majefty's meflage 
into confidcration, rcfpc6)ing granting a farther loan to the Emperor^ 
and raifing a fum for the fcrvice of Ireland, 

Lord GREN VILLE faid, that he (hould only detain the Houfc 
for a few moments. Of the propriety of fending 1,500,000!. to 
Ireland in the prefcnt Date of affairs in that country, he fuppofed 
that none would be difpofed to doubt. The i,6oo,oool. which 
liad been already advanced for the fervice of the Emperor, he alfo 
conceived that their Lordfhips could have no objeflions to make 
good. And when the prefent fituation of Europe was confidered^ 
and the objed of an honourable and permanent peace kept in view, 
he was convinced that no meafure could be adopted whi(^ would 
tend' fo efTedtually to promote that obje6t as guaranteeing ^ loan fof 
the fervice of his Imperial Majefty to the amount of 2,ooo,ooeK 
molt. He therefore propofed an addrefs, which was the echo of 
the King's meffage, and which was agreed to nem» diffin.-^^ 
Adjourned. 

Friday^ May 5, to Monday, May 8 inclufive, no debate. 

Tue/dayy gfh May. 

The order of the day for the fecond reading of the loin bill 
being read. 

The Earl of SUFFOLK expreffed a defire to be informed by 
the noble Secretary of State, whether 1,5^0, pool, was meant to 
be fent for the fervice of Ireland ? and, if that was the intention of 
the Executive Government, for what purpofes that, money was to 
be "employed ? If it was to be employed for purpofes of coercbn, 
he (hould give his decided oppofition to the meafure. At all events, 
the Houfe had a right, when money was to be fent out of the king- 
' -n, to know for what purpofe the remittance was made.^ 
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Lord GRENVILLE replied in general terms, that when the 
relative lituation of Ireland and of this country was oonfidered, 
and when the defence of jche- lifter kingdom was viewed in its pro-* 
per light (for which this money was to be appliedjy he was at a lofs 
to know what' objedion could be offered againft it. He ihould 
not, ^therefore, enter into a vindication of a meafure to which he 
could not conceiye that any reafonable oppofition could be made. • 

The Earl of SUFFOLK replied, that if the money was necef- 
£iry for the defence of Ireland, there was no man who would have 
lefs objection to its being applied in that way than he had. But if^ 
on the other hand, it was meant (which he ftrongly fufpe<fted)*to 
afllft in carrying through that fyftem of coercion upon which Mi- 
nifters were adding in that part of the empire, lie ihould be extremely 
fbrry to give his countenance to fuch a meafure. 

The Earl of MOIRA faid, that he believed his noble friend 
(Lord SuflTolk) mifconceived the nature of the advances which were 
meant to be made to the (iiVer kingdom. He underftood that a 
fum was to be raifed in England for the fervice of Ireland, the in- 
tereft of which was to )>c provided for by Ireland, ^d which was 
to be difpofed of by the Government of that country. When Ire- 
land was mentioned, however, he could not refrain from repeating 
what he had faid on a former day, refpe£ting the fatal fyftem of 
policy which Minifiers were purfuing in regard to that country«r 
From the languid manner in which their Lord(bips feemed tc; at« 
tend to what he faid on that occafion, he concluded that they were 
of opinion that this country had no intereft in the concerns ot 
Ireland. 

As he was of a very difFerent opinion, of an opinion fo different 
that he conceived the very exiftence of Great Britain to depend upon 
her connexion with Ireland, he. again called upon their Lordihips 
feriouily to confidcr the tendency of the meafures which Minifters 
had adopted, and were flill purfuing, in that country. He had no 
heiitation in declaring, that, if ihefe meafures were periifted in, and 
if the fame fyftem was.contim^d, they hazarded a difmembermcnt 
of the Britilh empire ; whereas, had the meafures of conciliation 
been adopted which he propofed a (hort time ago, he firmly believed 
that things in that quarter would already have worn a much more 
promiiing afped. He did not know whether it was not already too 
late ; but if they perfevered mudi longer in the fame line of policy, 
he ventured to predi6t that Ireland, if not wrefted from under the 
domiitton of the Britilh King, would be reduced to a fituation in 
which it would be caufe to the Engli(h Government ot continual 
diflrad, fufplcion, and alsirm* He had not forgotten the circum- | 

J 
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ftances by whifch we loft America. The Americans, like the Irifti, 
were firft acci>fed of being in a ftate of rebellion. When thejr 
heard the accufation, they were confounded by its injuftice ; but 
they ibon found that Minifters were fo ferious in. prefling it againfti 
them, that if they did not adually realize it by becoming Rebdi, 
(they would h^ve fubjefled themfelves to the punifliment appropriate 
to the offence. What was the confequence ? they rofe in arms, and 
the iffue was too well known. He warned the King's Miniftert 
againft a fimilar event in Ireland ; and if they were fo (hortTfighted, 
fo infatuated, as not to give wholefome advice to His Majefty upon 
the fubjecfl, he entreated their Lordftiips not to be filent when they 
faw the moft important interefts of the country at ftake, but to ad- 
irife His Majefty to employ fuch conciliatory meafures as might tend 
to attach his fubjeft^ in that part of his dominions to his perfon and 
government. Had Minifters, inftead of afting upon a fyftem of 
coercion, yielded to the demand, or, rather might he have faid, 
liftened to the petitions of the Roman Catholics and Diflcnters in 
that kingdom, they would at this moment have been prepared to 
parry the greateft dangers by which the country might be threatened, 
and, inftead of being under the neceflity of fending money for the 
fervice of Ireland, they might have been deriving the moft efTec- 
tual tneans of national defence from that quarter. WheAer it waft 
now too late to alter the fyftem of meafures in that kingdom, he 
could not fake upon hlmfelf to fay ; but If the fame meafures were 
purfued much longer, he was at no lofs to deliver it as his opinion, 
that they would be attended with the moft calamitous effe<9s that 
this country had ever known. He entreated their Lordftiips feri- 
oufly to refle6i, that the queftion was not merely, whether Ireland 
was or was not to remain attached to the Britifti Crown ? but, 
whether the Government (rf this country was to exift, or to be anni- 
hilated ? for he ventured to affirm, that if Ireland was wrefted from 
under the dominion ot His Majefty, the Government of" Great Bri-' 
tairl would not furvive fix months. Ireland, if even it (hould be 
deprived of the protedlion of this country, muft neceffarily league 
itfdf with another ftate ; and when deprived df this arm of ftrength^ 
he begged to know, whether we could make any efFeftual refiftance 
to an enemy ialready too powerful, with this new acccffion of re-* 
fource ? It was not, therefore, the honour arid credit of the Ert- 
glifli Crown which he called upon their Lordftiips to vindicate ; it 
^as for their acres that he entreated them to confult ; it was the 
Church cftabliftiment, and the livings attached to it, which, he in- 
voked the reverend Prelates to defend. Under thefe impreffions, 
hq now took the liberty of repeating what he lad fbrmeriy urged. 
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convinced as he was that he (hould have been deficiettt in the duty 
which he owed to his Sovereign and to bis country, had he neg- 
ledled the opportunity which was afforded him, by the mention of 
Ireland, of throwing out confidcrations which appeared to him to 
be of fuch importance in the prefcnt ftate of that unhappy and dif- 
tra£ied country. 

The Earl of SUFFOLK faid, he had come down for the pur- 
pofc, not of bringing the ftate of^ Ireland into difcuffion, but of 
afking fome very important queijions upon a fubjedl, perfiaps, ftill 
more alarming — to which, after the prefcnt motion was cjifpofed of, 
he hoped that "he (hould receive fatisfaflory anfvi'crs from the noble 
Secretary of State. 

Lord GRENVILLE declared, that no warmth of declamation 
or violence of language flipuld provoke him to fwerve from that 
line of condudl which he had adopted on the fubjedl, in confequencc 
of cool deliberation and mature refleftion. He thought that the 
difcuflion into which the noble Lord (Rawdon) had entered on a 
former day, and which on this day he had thought proper to renew, 
could not be entertained without a breach of a folemn compad, and 
a dircA infringement of the rights of the independent Legiflature of 
Ireland : and fo far was he from thinking that the motion of the 
noble Lord, had it met with the approbation of the Houfe, would 
have been attended with good effedls, that he was fully convinced it 
would have had a tendency diredly oppofite, and that the affairs of 
Ireland would have been in a much more alarming fituation than 
they were at prefent. 

The Duke of GRAFTON rofe, and contended, that the noble 
Secretary, profeffmg to believe that the motion of the noble Earl 
would have been accompanied with bad cffeds, was bound to (hew 
that the affairs of Ireland had- been improved fince its rejeflion, by 
the meafures upon which His Majefty's Minifters were now atSing* 
It had unfortunately happened, that all the affurances and expedta- 
tions held out by the noble Secretary upon public affairs, had uni- 
formly failed ; and he was afraid that their conduft, in refpeft to 
Ireland, would add another inftance to the long catalogue of minif- 
terial difgraces and public difappointments. 

Lord GRENVILLE profeffed a readinefs at all times to meet 
any difcuffion which any noble Xord might think proper to. bring 
forward, refpetSing the condudl of His Majefty's Minifters ; and 
cxpreffcd a convi^^ion, that it would never fuffer from a com- 
parifon with the mode in which their meafures had been oppofed. 

The Duke of BEDFORD wiihed icy be informed what the 
noble Secretary meant by the cxpreffion, " a breach of a moft folemn 
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compadl ?" He wifticd to know, whether the cxprcflion was ufcd in 
reference to any compaft which His Majefty's Minifters had entered 
into, to fend money nIo Ireland ? 

Lord GRENVILLE replied, and faid, he was willing, for the 
information of his Grace, to explain himfelf. He juftified the 
cxpreffion he had ufed in relation to the late addrefs" moved for by 
the noble Earl (Moira) in that Houfe, being of opinion, that the 
Parliament of England had guaranteed the independence of the 
Parliament of Ireland, and that, therefore, an interference in the 
internal concerns of that country by the Britilh Parliament would 
have been a violent infringement of a folernn compad entered into 
with the people of Ireland, and in its confequcnces a mod ruinous 
proceeding. 

The Earl of MOIRA declared, that he confidered the expla- 
nation of the noble Secretary of State to be little better than a^ 
childiih excufc for his oppofition to a motion wliich had for its ob- 
\tGi the interefts of the empire at large ; and he could not but think 
that it was contrar}' to the gravity of that aflembly, to fmother quef- 
tions of the greateft magnitude, under fhclter of the forms of the 
Houfe. To cruflh inquiries of the greateft importance upon fuch 
a pretext as this, was, in his opinion, pregnant with much mif- 
chief. 

* Lord GRENVILLE replied, that whether the rejedlion of the 
noble Earl's propofition was a chtldijh evafion, or not, it was what 
that Houiie had determined in its wifdom, after an ample debate ; 
and in that decifion, he, for one, thoroughly acquiefced. 

The Duke of BEDFORD afferted, that if it was a breach of 
compaft to difcufs the (ituation of Ireland in the Britifli Legifla- 
ture, it was equally a breach of compadl in them to fend money for 
the fervice of Ireland; 

The bill was then read a fecond time. 
^ A meflage was received from the Commons, requefting the 
Lords to continue to (it till the Commons (hould pafs and bring up 
the bill for an increafe of pay, and increafed allowance of provi- 
sions, to the feamen and marines on board the fleet. 

An anfwer was returned by the LORD CHANCELLOR, 
that their Lordfliips would comply with the requeft of that Houfe. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, he had been requefted to ftate 
that there were fome claufes in the bill for eredJing the Surgeons into 
a College, which would prove injurious to the interefts of the Cor- 
poration of Surgeons. To give thenri time for preparing and ftating 
their objedions, he would propofe that the farther reading of the bill 
^* poftponed to Friday the 19th inftant. Agreed to* 

a 
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The Houfc afterwards waited for a confidcrablc tiinc, when the 
Commons brought up the bill for the augmentation of fea^ 
men's pay. / 

The bill was read a firft time. 

The queftion being put on the fecond reading of the bill, 

The Earl of SUFFOLK faid, he conceived this to be the ftagc 
of the bill on which it was proper for him to put the qucdions to 
the noble Secretary x)f State, which he had come down for the pur* 
pofe of a(king, with an anxiety bordering on diftrefs. He wiflied, 
in the firft place, to know, why the bill now before the Houfe was 
not brought in a fortnight ago, and what were the caufcs of the delay 
which had taken place ? 

Earl STRANGE (the Duke of Athol), thinking that incalcula- 
ble mifchicf might be the confequence of any difcuffion taking place 
upon a fubje6l of fo great delicacy, rofe for the purpofe of depreca- 
ting fuch a difcuflion, and of exprefling a wi(h that the bill ihould 
go through its feveral ftages without any obfervations being made 
upon it. They had already experienced the fatal effects of the con- 
verfation which took place on a former evening haying been mifre- 
prefcnted, and fimilar effe6ls might happen again from a fimilar 
caufe. He therefore intreated their Lordfhips to allow the bill to 
go as quickly as poflible through its fevq'al ftages, in the hope that, 
in confequence of it, the deluded feamen would return to their duty, 
and receive with gratitude this boon from their country. 

The Earl of SUFFOLK a(ked, if mifreprefentation was the 
caufe of the recent calamities which they had to deplore, where that 
mifreprefentation had originated ? It was not on his fide of the 
Houfe, but on the other, and in confequence of the concealment, if 
not of the duplicity of His Majefty's Minifters. 

Earl STRANGE replied, that he did not allude to any mifrepre- 
fentation which had taken place in that Houfe, -but to the mifreprc- 
fentations of thofe who were either incapable of difcerning the mean- 
ing of what paflTcd, or who perverted it from an evildefign. 

Lord GRENVILLE declared, that there w,as no fpeciesof invec- 
tive, however bitter, and no declamation, however irritating, which 
ihould provoke him to depart from the duty which he owed to the 
public, by entering into a difcuflion which would highly injure the 
bcft interefts of the country. He little expe<Sed to have heard of 
" different fides of the Houfe" on this night— ^* different fides of the 
Houfe" on fuch a queftion ! On fuch an occafion, it was the duty of 
their Lordftiips to ad with unanimity, and to forget all queftions of 
inferior moment. Under a firm conviflion that the prefent difficul- 
ties under which they laboured, were entirely owing to a fcandalous 

' X 2 
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inifrcprefentation of what paffcd in that Houfe on a former evening, 
he (hould not on the prefent evening give a fecond opportunity for 
the fame caufe, to produce perhaps ftill more calamitous efFc6ls. He 
fhould therefore fit down with an expreflion of thanks to the noble 
Earl (Strange), for the judicious and manly way in which he had 
expreffed his fentiments upon the fubjed. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, he rofe for the purpofe, not of 
introducing difcuffion upon the fubjefl of the bill now before the 
Houfe, but of refifting the doftrine that their Lordfhips were bound 
to fanftion whatever His Majcfty's Minifters thought proper to pro- 
pofe. He rofe for the purpofe, not of giving an opportunity for 
mifreprefentation, but to give His Majefty's Minifters an opportu- 
nity of doing away mifreprefentation ; to give them an opportunity 
of amending their declaration, and of removing the mifconceptions 
to which it had given rife. Difcuffion of the fubjcdl of the bill he 
thought improper ; ^explanation he thought neceffary. He was not 
furprized, however, that difcuffion and explanation were equally ob- 
noxious to His Majefty's Minifters ; for fecrecy alone could fcrecn 
thpir conduft from cenfure, and their chara£Vers from infamy. 
When any light was thrown upon their a6tiohs, it ferved only to 
<x>nvi<£l them of odious treachery, or the moft fhameful incapacity- 
He (hould not now move for information upon the prefent fubjedt ; 
but be pledged himfelf to do it on a future day, when he had little 
doubt that Minifters would be found to merit the heavieft cenfure. 

Lord RAWbON (Earl of Moira) faid, that the queftion put by 
his noble friend (Lord Suffolk) did not invite any difcuffion upon the 
fubjedl of the bill now before the Houfe. His noble friend did not ob- 
jedl to the bill ; he only wiftied to know the caufe of the delay 
which had taken place in bringing it in. And in order to avoid 
giving any anfwer to this fimple queftion, the noble Secretary availed 
himfelf, as an exeufe, of a mifapprehen()on of fomething, not which 
"was faid, but of fomething which was not faid on a former day. 
The country would not take this as an exeufe, he was fure : and he 
hoped neither would their Lordlhips fuftain it. There was one 
confequence of a ferious nature to be expeded from the filence of 
the noble Secretary if it was perfevered in, namely, that the delay 
would naturally be afcribed to official negled — a circdmftancc which 
certainly would not tend much to conciliate the fcamen, at leaft 
to thofe who adminiftered His Majefty*s Government. The ex- 
planation defired went only to one fimple point, why the nieafure 
how adopted was not taken with greater expedition ? and it was 
idle and childifh to evade it. - 

^^ord SYDNEY deprecated all difcuffion, and threatened, if it 
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was proceeded in, to move that the Houfe fhould be cleared. Ho 
objc£led alfo to the difcuflion as it was now conduced, as being con- 
trary to Parliamentary forms, and as tending to incrcafc the delay fo 
much complained of. 

The Dute of GRAFTON faid, that he did not aflc too much 
when he aflced a confeffion frqm their Lord (hips, that the prcfent 
was one of the greateft calamities with which the country was ever 
afflicted, and that it rofe chiefly from procrafti nation. If, then, thcfe 
petitions were founded in truth, would any of His Majefly*s Minif- 
ters be hardy enough to fay»that the country ought not to be informed 
of the caufes of that procrafti nation ? When they were putting oflF 
the definitive fcttlement of the bufinefs from day to day, did ther 
recoiled that the promife of the Firft Lord of the Admiralty was^ 
given that His Majefty's Royal word wa pledged that the meafurc 
(hould be carried into effedt ? Had he been Firft Lord of the Ad- 
miraltv, he would not have been an hour from the elbow of the 
Minifter till he had got his promife carried into execution ; and 
the Minifter, on his part, ought to have rccoUefled, that His Ma- 
jefty-s moft gracious order called upon him to take the fpeedieft 
ftcps for giving it efitft. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR faid, that thofe who were for 
entering into difcuflion at the prcfent moment, partook in fome de- 
gree of the criminality imputed to thofe who were faid to be the au* 
thors of the delay. He appealed to the feelings of their Lordfhips 
to confider, whilft they were debating in that Houfe, what might be 
at prefent the fituation of the fleet ; to confider, that while they 
were entering upon topics which might be agitated at a future day, 
and putting qaeftions which might as well be anfwered to-morrow, 
the delay which was thereby occafioned to the paflfing of the bill 
might be putting in peril the lives of the bcft and braveft men in 
the country. It was like flopping to inquire how a fire was kind- 
led before they employed the engines to cxtinguifli it. The dif- 
cufliion of the fubje6l was unavoidable : he only aflced a flag of 
truce for one night, and their Lordfliips' afl*ent to the bill, that it 
might be pafl!Vd, and fent off to Portfmouth immediately. 

The Duke of GRAFTON having candidly admitted the ne- 
ceflity of proceeding on the bill without difcuflRon, 

The Duke of BEDFORD rofe, and ftated to the Houfe, that 
he defired to aflc another queftion of Minifters. His Grace thought 
it neceflfary to promife, fliat it was one which, if fairly anfwered, 
would completely put an end to all difcuflTion whatever. The quef- 
tion was, whether His Majefly's Minifters intended, and were really 
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V 

endeavouring, to carry into execution all the promifcs made by the 
Lords Coramiflioners of the Admiralty to the feamen ? 

Lord GRENVILLE thought it neceffary to deny, in the moft 
cxprcfs and pofitive terms, that he was in his official capacity bound 
to anfwer any queftion that might be put to him, however unfea- 
fonably, by individuals. His Lordfhip felt that it was a doctrine 
which could not be too forcibly ftared to the Houfe, that His Ma- 
jefty's Minifters and Parliament ought both to be tried by their own 
a<3s, and not by any grofs and (hameful mifreprefentations that werc^ 
malicioufly fabricated to pervert the public mind, and prejudice it 
againft Government. It would be peculiarly hard if Minifters 
were to be tried on the ground of anfwers extorted from them by 
queftions induftrioufly and irregularly put, and then carefully con- 
veyed to the public: through difordcrly and unconftitutional channels, 
though they were acquiefced in — he meant, t^e publid newspapers/ 
He appealed to the Houfe, whether he was not jultified in ftating, 
that the mifreprefcniations, however great they werd, with refpcd to 
the prefent fubjedt, were all owing to the indifcreet difcuffion which 
the noble Duke (the Duke of Bedford) had brought forward a few 
nights ago. 

The bill being read a fecond and third time, and agreed to una- 
nimoufly. 

The Duke of BEDFORD once more offered himfclf to the at- 
tion of their Lordfhips. His Grace declared, that in order to allow 
the bill which Tiad Juft received their Lordihips' affent, to pafs with- 
out any farther difcuffion, and that np unjuft imputation might be 
made to him perfonally of procraftinating what was on all fides ad- 
mitted to be fo immediately neceffary to the deareft interefts of the 
country, he had, not, asjxc was entitled to do, made any reply to the 
charge brought forward againft him by the noble Secretary. As 
therefore the important bufinefs fubmitted to the Houfe was finally 
agreed tOj he hoped their Lordfliips would indulge him with fay- 
ing a few words on what dropped from the noble Secretary of State, 
rcfpeding the charge made againft him ; and that indulgence he 
particularly relied upon, as he had waved his right of reply while 
the bill, which had been difpofed of, was ftill under confideration. 
He was very glad to find that the noble Lord had fpoken out, and 
that he had been fo pointedly charged by that noble Lord with be- 
ing the author of the calamities alluded to ; for he could at leaft have 
an opportunity of clearing himfelf in the moft fatisfadory manner 
from any. imputations on that head. He had, indeed, heard it 
buzzed about by the dependents on Minifters, that he.had b tn the 
caufe^ of thcTc calamities 5 but the charge was at length formally 
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avowed by the noble Lord himfclf. He would therefore appeal to 
the candour of th^ Houfe, whether he had not, on the occafion al* 
luded to, come forward and fpokcn with as-much refervc and cau- 
tion as the delicacy of the fubjc<S^ could poffibly admit ? He would 
maintain, that in the proceeding ccnfured by the noble Secretary, he 
had done nothing but what his duty in Parliament required of him. 
He had afked Minifters, if they intended to bring the fubjcdt before 
parliament ; and the anfwer which he received to that plain ques- 
tion, from one of His Majefty's Minifters, was, that he had no plan 
to communicate to the Houfe. [Here the Duke of Bedford was 
interrupted by Lord Sydney, who fpoke to order] 

Lord SYDNEY obferved, that as the noble Duke alluded to the 
language of a noble Earl who was not prefent (Spencer), and as he 
referred in his juftification to whaf had paffed in a former debate, 
he truftcd the noble Duke would defer the fubjed^ till fome future 
opportunity. 

The Earl of SUFFOLK faid, he required Minifters to attend 
in their places. There could be no expufe for their abfence at the 
prefent crifis for days ; no, not even for hours. It appeared to 
him as an indication of their defire to (hrink from their duty. 

Lord GRENVILLE felt himfelf called upon to notice the ex- 
preffions which had fallen from the noble Earl who had fpoken 
laft. He was, for his own part, perfedlly fatisfied, that no noble 
Lord could accufe him, even in the flighteft rcfpedt, of (hrinking 
from his duty. He begged leave to difclaim the idea intimated by 
the noble Earl, that Minifters were bound at all times to be pre- 
fent in their places in Parliament. He (hould not hcfitate to fay, 
that with regard-^to his own conduit, it was abfolutely neceflfary for 
him to judge for himfelf of the time moft proper for his attendance 
to his duty in that Houfe. He alfo thought it requifite to ftate, 
that it was inegular for any individual Member to require, in a 
perenfptory tone, the attendance of Minifters; for the ufqal and 
conftitutional mode was to proceed by fummoning the Houfe. 

The Duke of BEDFORD explained, and contended that the 
noble Secretary ought not to have brought' forward a charge fo very 
ferious in its nature without clear and fpecific grounds. He (hould 
however take an early opportunity of fubmitting to the Houfe fome 
propoiitions of an equally ferious nature as the imputation made 
againft him. 

The Houfe having agreed to adjourn at pleafure, until His Ma- 
jefty's commiflion could be iflued for giving his royal affent to the 
bill, the commiftlon was accordingly read at half an hour after eight 
o'clock i and the Speaker and Members of the Houfe of Commons 
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attending at the bar, the bill, with five other publfc and five private 
bills, received the royal affent. 

The Lords Commiffioncrs were, the Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
the Lord Chancellor, the Duke of Portland, and the Earl of Li- 
verpool. 

Wednejdayy I oth May. No debate. 

Thurfdayj nth May. 

The Duke of BEDFORD rofe to ftate, that he wiihed to poft- 
pone the motion which he had given Rotice he fbould make to-mor- 
jpow, relative to the- Report of the Secret Committee, until a future 
day i at the fame time he did not wifii that the order of fummons 
fhould be difchargcd, as he might probably be induced to make 
fome fiatements and obfervations relative to the fituation of the fleet 
at Portfmouth, in cafe no fatisfad^ory information arrived in the 
snean time of the reftoration of order and tranquillity. 

I 
I 

Friday y 1 2th May. 

The order of the day, for fummoning their Lordfhips, being 
read. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, that he yefterday informed the 
Houfe, it was not his intention to bring forward this day the fubjedt 
of which he had formerly given notice, and for which their Lord- 
fhips were fummoncd this day. He obferved at that time that he 
did not wifh to difcharge the ,ordcr for fummoning their Lordfhips 
to-day on accountof the anxiety of the public mind, and the hope 
he entertained that fomething might appear to relieve that anxiety. 
He was very anxious upon that fubjeft, and therefore he came down 
every day, but he had not the good fortune to fee in their places 
thofe Minifters from whom he could expeft authentic information 
on a fubjedt of the greateft importance. Circumftanced as our 
afi[airs were at this moment, he did think it would be extremely 
improper in him, and he would go fo far as to fay, improper in any 
perfon, to bring forward any thing upon the fubjecS to which he had 
alluded, fince it might be detrimental to the public fervice. That 
was a fufficient reafon for him to wave, for the prefent, the objec- 
tions he had to the condu6t of His Majefty*s Minifters. Not that 
he had abandoned fuch objedVions ; on the contrary, he (hould per- 
fift in them at the firft period that flrould appear to him not to be un- 
feafonable. He was bound to do fo in his own vindication, for he 
was confiderably involved in the queftion by the language that was 
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ufed by the noble Secretary of State on a former day. He (houM , 
however, refrain for the prefent. He requefted only that the Houfe 
would recolle£iy when he (hould bring this matter forward, the rea- 
fon he had affigned for declining it now ; and he hoped he (bduld 
not then i^e told, *' the thing is blown over, and confequendy it is 
un6t to difcufs it." 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, there could be no pledge entered 
into as to what arguments (hould be uiged before the Houfe at an^ 
future period. The Houfe muft judge of the propriety of aigu- 
ments when they were fubmitted to them. 

The Duke of BEDFORD then faid, that the fubjeft which he 
was to have brought forward Wday he (hould fubmit to their Lord- 
(hips on Monday. He then moved, That the Lords be fummoned 
for Monday.— Ordered. 

« 

Monday y 15th May. 

The Duke of BEDFORD reminded their Lordlhips that they 
Were fummoned on this day, to take under confideration the Report 
of the Secret Committee which they had appointed to inquire into 
the caufes which produced the neceflity for iffuing the order of the 
a6th of February laft, prohibiting the Bank from paying their notes 
in fpccie. It became incumbent upon their Lord(hips to take that 
Report into confideration, and to found fome refolutions upon it, as 
their Committee had not drawn any conclufion from the evidence 
which was laid before them. As he was the perfon who had moved 
for the appointment of that Committee, he confidered it as a duty 
which devolved upon liim to propofc thcfc refolutions. He la- 
mented, however, that the ta(k had not fallen upon fome other per. 
fon, as he felt it to be both difficult and painful ; he (hould have 
felt it to be a labour of no inconfiderable difficulty to have called 
the attention of that Houfe to a fubjedl of fo extenfive and compli- 
cated a nature as that of the finances of the couiitry ; but that which 
would in any circumftances have been difficult, was in the prefent 
in'ftance rendered painful, by the confideration, that if their Lord- 
fliips did not exprefs a decided difapprobation of the condufl which 
Government had purfued in the bufincfs which was to be the fub- 
jeft of difcuffion, they would implicate the charadlcr of that Houfe, 
and implicate the charadJer of the Nation. After calling their at-^ 
tention to the matter contained in the Report, he (hould fubmit 
certain refolutions, founded upon the evidence which it contained, 
which he hoped would meet with the concurrence of the principal 
part of that Houfe. In what he had to advance he (hould have 

Vol. IIL Y 
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occalion frequently to allude perfonally to the ChanccUorof tbc Ex- 
chequer. He averred, that when one Member of any Adminiftra- 
tion adJed in fuch a manner as to merit the cenfure of Parliament, 
all the Members of that Adminiftration ought to be arraigned ; but 
on the prefent occalion he (hould allude perfonally to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer more frequently than to any of his colleagues, bc- 
caufe his name occurred often upon the Report. But though he 
-fhould impute blame perfonally to him, he did not confider him 
as fingly the objeft of cenfure ; for if his colleagues in office had not 
fan£lioned the meafures which he had propofed, he never would 
have dared to carry them into praflice. When he firft read the 
Order of Council, afcribing the drain of caft from the Bank, which 
rendered it neceffary to prohibit the payment of their notes in fpecie, 
to an unfounded alarm of invafion, he much doubted the truth of 
the allegation. For If an unexpe6tcd run upon tlie Bank had been 
occafioned to that extent by the alarm of invafion, it appeared ftrange 
to him that that run had not taken place at the opening of the feflion 
of Parliament, when danger of invafion was fo ftrongly inculcated 
upon the minds of the people ; but if he was Iqd to doubt of the 
truth of the allegation when the Order in Council firft appeared, 
thefe doubts were ftrengthened and confirmed when he found that 
the Committee appointed by ballot to inquire into the caufes which 
produced it, was compofed not only of the known and zealous fup- 
porters of Adminiftration, but of Members of that very Cabinet 
upon whofe conduct they were appointed to decide. When he 
found this mockery of inquiry carried into praflice in a cafe where, 
if the meafure which was to be inveftigated was pronounced to have 
been injurious and impolitic, the authors of it would have been in- 
ftantly impeached ; and when he recolledted the various inftances 
of incapacity anJduplicity by which the prefent Adminiftration was 
marked, he conceived that the real caufe of the Order in Council was 
very different from the pretended one. Imprefled with thefe fcnti- 
ments, he thought it his duty to move for atiother Comniittee, with 
more extended powers than thofe with which the former Committee 
was invefted. This His Majcfty*8 Minifters did not think proper 
to deny ; but the Committee was compofed, as before, of theJr own 
fupporters, with a due proportion of the Members of the Cabinet. 
He fcarcely fuppofed that a Committee fo formed was likely to bring 
to light the true caufes which produced the necefiTity of ifliuing the 
Order in Council. But on this point he was fortunately difap* 
pointed, the Committee having had to examine men of the firft re* 
fpe£lability, all of whom coincided in fentinlent, and having had 
to infpedt written documents whi<^h left not even a ibadow of doubt 
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rcfpc<2Ing the inferences which ought to be drawn from them. The 
Miniftcr's anfwcrs to the remonftrances which were made to him in 
pcrfon by the Direflors of the Bank were the only papers to the 
authenticity of which any objcflion could be offered. But thefc 
anfwers were taken in fuch a way, as appeared from the evidence 
of Mr. Bofanquct, that no rcafonable doubt could be ^tertained 
that they came before the Committee in their true (hape. , In page 
29 of the Report they w^ould find from this gentlenian's evidence, 
that the anfwcrs of the Chancellor of the Exchequer to the repre- 
fentations of the Dire6tors of the Bank were delivered verbally to 
the Governor and Deputy Governor, who reported the purport of 
them to a fubfequent Court ; and that fuch reports were minuted in 
the Bank book. Upon his being aflced, whether he believed that 
fuch minutes contained an accurate ftatement of what paffed between 
the Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank, and the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer ? he anfwered, he had no doubt but they idid. 
Unto a queftion, whether the purport of that minute was fettled by 
the pcrfon^ deputed to attend the Chancellor of the Exchequer r h^ 
replied in the affirmative. His Grac6 did not feel it neceffary to 
dwell longer upon this fubjedt, perfuaded ds he was that no doubt 
could remain regarding their authenticity upon the mind of any man 
who was not difpofed to cavil in defiancfc of all probability. He 
had faid, that he was difpofed to doubt the truth of the matter con- 
tained in the Order of Council from the beginning. Thefe doubts 
were much confirmed by the inveftigation of the Committee. And 
here he referred to the evidence of Mr. Giles (page 50 of the Re- 
port,) in which it is ftated that he had made frequent reprefentations, 
in the capacity of Governor of the Bank, to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, all of which tended to perfuade him of the danger to 
the Bank from the diminution of its fpecie, in confequence of foreign 
remittances and advances to Government. He next adverted to 
the evidence of Mr. Raikes, (page 56 in the Report,) in which he 
ftates that he has had conferences with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, as Deputy Governor of the Bank, in which reprefenta- 
tions were made to him on the fubjefl of foreign loans, or remit- 
tances ; and on the danger of continuing the advances made by the 
Bank to Government, and the times at which thefe reprefentations 
were made, he particularly mentions. Mr. Bofanquet (in page 34 
of the Report) ftates, that if the advances of the Bank to Govern- 
ment had been paid off, or greatly diminifhed, it would have ena- 
bled the Bank to regulate at their difcretion the amount of their 
notes in circulation, and would have diminiftied, in fome degree, the 
ricceflity foi iflfuing the Order of Council ; he concluded from the 
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anfwcrs of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that no doubt could 
be entertained that he was fully aware of the apprehenfions of the 
Bank Diredlors, arifing from the frequent advances which were 
made to Government, and that by perfifting in the fame line of 
conduft contrary to their remonftances, he rulhcd into the daqger 
which they forefaw, and againft which he was warned. He next 
called the attention of their LordKhips to a paper annexed t% the 
Report, entitled a Summary of the Chief Points which had occurred 
to the Committee in the courfe of their inquiry. How this paper 
came to be caljed a Summary he knew not ; for no one who' read it, 
after perufing the Report, could confider it as conveying the fub- 
ftance of that Report. To fay that he difagreed with many parts 
of this paper, was a feeble term to exprefs the dlfapprobation which 
he felt at it : it abounded in grofs mifreprefentations of the truth, 
in (hamcful attempts to. conceal what ought to be known to the 
Houfe, iand in affertions which were not warranted by fa<S. By 
the flighteft attention to the paper to which he alluded, he was con* 
vjnced that their Lorddiips would agree with him in thefe pofitjons. 
It began with ftating the amount of circulation in the kingdom ; 
this opened a wide field, and whether it was neceffary for the Com- 
inittee to enter into it he coitild not pretend to fay ; but if an account 
was to be given of the circulation, it fhould have been given accu- 
racy, and Aated as it came out in evidence. As it was contended, 
however, in this paper, that the difficulties of the Bank were owing 
in fome degree to a fcarcity of circulating medium, it was not fur- 
prifing that they endeavoured to keep part of the means of circula- 
tion in the back ground. Hence it was denied that bills of ex- 
change were applicable to the purpofes of circulation. " Inland 
bills of exchange (fay the authors of this paper) are thought by many 
to be a part of the circulation of the kingdom. They are not flriilly 
fo in the fame fenfe, as the two forts, of paper before mentioned, 
namely, notes of the Bank of England, and bills of country 
bankers." That^bills of exchange could not anfwer all the pur- 
pofes of cafli, was pretty notorious ; but he referred to Mr. Thom- 
ton*s evidence upon the fubjed (in page 7 1 of the Report), where he 
ftates his opinion to the following efFedl— ** In calling bills of ex- 
change a means of circulation, I do not confider them as equally fo 
with the other two articles I have mentioned (coin and notes paya- 
ble on demand), fince they oftenfibly ferve the purpofe of afcertainin^ 
debts between buyer and feller, and of pledging the accepter to a 
pundual payment, and are often created chiefly with that view, and 
are ufed but fparingly, and occafionally as a means of circulation^ 
I conceive that the number of bills of exchange, which may happen 
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9t any time to exift, bears zk> neceflary proportion to the magnitude 

of the exiting trade, although I conceive that the ufe of them ii^ 

payment docs bear a pretty regular -proportion to the quantity o£ 

commerce. For inftance, at Liverpool and Mancheder, all pay^ 

ments are made cither in coin or in bills of exchange." NoWy 

when he confidered that bills of exchange were the chief means of 

circulation in thefe two great manufaduring towns, and that they 

bore a regular proportion to the quantity of commerce, he could 

hardly agree with the opinion advanced in the paper annexed to the 

Report, that they were not a part of the circulation of the kingdom, 

ftridtly fo underflood. A difcuflion of this queftion would lead 

him into too wide a field, particularly upon the prefcnt occafion, 

when he wiflied to draw the attention of their LordOiips rather to 

fa(Sls than to fpeculative opinions. Among the various caufes which 

had produced the fcarcity of ca(h in the Bank, which he thought 

was fcarcely worth the attention of that Houfe, and which he (hould 

not have fuppofed that the Committee ceuld have gravely (latcd^ 

namely, the diminiflied number of bills of inclofure fince tlie war, 

there was a paper bound up in the Report, giving a comparative ilate« 

ment of the number of bills of inclofure before and'fince the com-> 

mencement of the war, from which it appears that they have in-* 

creafed very confiderably in number l\nce the war began. TJbcy 

would find, however, that ,the fame, thing happened during the 

American war in pretty nearly the fame proportion ; the only infer- 

encpi therefore, that could be drawn was, that it was one of the 

confequences of the war, which the Committee would have feen, 

had they called for the account for the lad twenty inftead of the lad 

nine years. He came now to a fubjedl of a much more fcrious na« 

turc.' He had faid before, that things were dated as fads in thi« 

paper which were not warranted by the evidence given before the ? 

Committee, and contained in the Report. How to account for the ' 

gfofs misdatement which he was about to mention, he was utterly 7 

at a Idfs. In page 252, they found that all the remittances n^adc i 

for the fervices of the war in the Wed Indies, on the Continent of ' 

Europe, in the iiland of Coriica, and other didant parts of tho 

world, amouiited during the four lad years to 33/510,7791. ; that 

the fums e^^pended on the European Continent, didinguiftied fromi 

thofe expended in other didant parts of the world, during the faid 

four years, including the Imperial loan, and the advances made to 

the Emperor, amounted to 14,988,4221.; and, ladly, that the 

fums paid for all fort^ of military fervices on the Continent, du* 

ring the war ending in 1763, amounted to 20,626,9971. He had 

to remarkj in the fird place, upon this datement, that if the authors 
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of the Report meant to compare the cxpenccs of the prefeht war 
upon the Continent with thofc of the war ending in 1763, the 
number of years ought to have been marked, and then their Lord- 
fhips would have found that there had been expended in the four 
years of the prefent war almoft as much as had been expended in 
eight years of the former war ; for it is to be recoUedled that there 
is one million to be deduSed from the 2 0,0 00,0 col. of expencc 
incurred in the war of 1763, for the winding up of the accounts 
which ftill remain as a cha|-gc to be defrayed at the conclufion of 
the prefent war. Thil was not all : he begged their Lordfliips 
particularly to remark, that in the account of our Continental ex- 
pences during the prefent war, the fums advanced to the Emperor 
*are faid to be included. It fo happened, however, that the account 
was accurate only by leaving out the words " including the Imperial 
loan and the advances made to the Emperor.** Thefe fums ap- 
peared in the title, but were excluded from the body of the^account, 
fo that in faft there was an error in the total fum of 5,500,000!. 
For an error fo palpable and grofs he knew not how to account. If 
it was committed for the purpofe of deceiving their Lordfliips, and 
deluding the country, he fliould feel the ftrongeft indignation at thofc 
who had been the authors of an infult fo unpardonable to the good 
fenfc of that Houfe and of the Nation. If, on the other hand, the 
I account was made out according to the beft ability of thofe by whom 
\ it had been prepared, what was he to think of the wretched inca- 
; pacity of thofc who, prefiding over the affairs of a mighty empire, 
had not the ability to make out a plain account ? He left it to 
1 their Lordlhips to decide whether the error originated in intention 
ior in ignorance ; but to one or other of thefe c?lufes it mufl be 
imputed. The next point to which he called the attention of the 
iHoufe, was the ftate of our exports and imports, upn which great 
iftrefs had been laid by the Committee. He reminded their Lord- 
ifhips, that in the laft years of the American war, the exccfs of 
the exports above the imports of the country were averaged at 
6,ooo,oool. As this excefs was a^natural concom^ant in war^^ 
he cautioned the Houfc how they acceded to the inference that was 
drawn from it. Upon this part of what is called the Summary of 
the Report, he had another obfervation to make not very favourable 
(o the ingenuoufnefs of thofe by whom it had been drawn up ; but 
bving found out an error fo grofs in a former ftatement, he mightj> 
^rbaps, be led by this dcte6tion to impute to them an intention to 
|e^eivc where there was ndne. He found that the additional ex- 
^nce of naval (lores, which certainly was confiderably increafed in 
'me of war, is ftated to have rendered the balance of commerce 
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Icfs favourable to the countty. But it ought to have been men- 
tioned on the other fide of the account, that this very circumftancc 
increafed the excefs of pur exports over our imports. The (hock 
¥^hich public credit had fuftained on the prefent occafion \vas com- 
pared to the ftate of the country in 1763, when a fimilar (hock was 
felt, occafioned by the extenfion of commerce, immediately upon the 
return of peace. But he would a(k, whether the country was in 
the fame circumilances now as it was then, and whether a calamity 
befalling us in time of war could be afcribed to the fame caufe with 
a difficulty fpringing from the conclufion of a peace ? • Befides mif-* 
reprefentation and perverfion of fads, he had alFerted, that in the paper 
annexed to the Report^ there was concealment of material parts of 
the evidence ; and here he begged to put one fimple queftion to 
their Lordfhips — If they had dcfired their Committee to lay before 
them a funimary of the evidence, as it occurred in the courfe of 
their inquiry ? Perhaps in ftridlnefs they might have expefted a 
fummary of every part of that evidence ; but, if they cxcufed the 
oniidion of any part, would it be the moft material and important ? 
In the Summary, however, now before them, he was furprifed to 
find the moft material parts of the evidence entirely omitted, 
namely, the corrcfpondence which took place between the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer and the Dircdors of the Bank upon the dan- 
ger which' would refult from his perfcvering in making remittances 
to foreign powers, and their continuing to make advances to Go- 
vernment. To the evidence upon this fubjefl the authors of the 
Summary merely refer, without attempting to give the fubftance of 
it. It would have been difficult, indeed, to have given a fummary 
of thefe conferences and this corrcfpondence ; for it is impoffible to 
expunge one fentence they contain without expunging a charge againft 
the Miniftcr. It was to this part of the Report, however, to which 
he begged leave to call the particular attention of the Houfe, as it 
was upon this branch of it that he meant to found his refolutions. 
In the Suqfimary of the Report Mr. pllifon is rcprcfentcd as afcrib- 
ing the ftoppage of the Newcaftle banks to a local alarm, fimilar, 
as ftated by that gentleman, to that in 1793. Now it was to be 
Obferved, that Mr EUifon, in his evidence (as appears in page 88 
of the Report) reprefented the alarm of 1793 as originating in the 
ftoppage of the banks ; fo that if the prefent alarm was fimilar to 
that of 1 793, it was the efltfl, and not the caufe of the (hock that 
public credit had fuftained. In his Grace's opinion, that (hock had 
been produced, not by alarms, but by a combination of different 
caufes, many of which had exifted for fome time back. Upon this 
part of the fubjqdl he regretted that fome papers, containing ftate- 
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tnents of the quantity of ca(h In the Bank at diScrent periods^ 
"which were laid before the Committee^ had not been publiihed in 
their Report. Upon the queftion of the propriety of publifhing 
them after what had happened, he was clearly of opinbn that the 
greater publicity there was given to the affairs of the Bank the bet« 
ter ; for wherever there was concealments, there would be iufpicion. 
In the prefent circumftances he the more regretted that thefe papers 
were not publifhed, becaufe he could have (hewn from them that 
the ftatements contained in the Reports were falfe. In the Report 
the ca(h of the Bank was faid to be higher in June than in March, 
and the greateft drain was reprefented to have taken'place in March 
and' June. But if thefe papers had beeii before the Hortfe, he 
would have had no difficulty in (hewing that a very ferious drain 
commenced as early as June, 1795 ; though the Committee did 
not (late it as commencing till September in that year. How they 
made out tlkir ftatement, he knew not. His Grace next adverted 
to the evidence of Mr. Thornton and Mr. Boyd. He had nothing 
to fay againft the credit of thofe gentlemen ; but without calling in 
que(lion their veracity, he might be permitted to doubt the truth of 
their fpeculative opinions, the more fo, as he found that they-doubted 
the truth of them themfelves. He found Mr. Boyd dealing in 
opinions, which certainly were not new, which were much in vogue 
in France at the beginning of the Revolution, and which at that time 
Were reprobated by the King's Miniftcrs as leading to inevitable ruin. 
The fubftance of Mr. Boyds and Mr. Thornton's opinions was, 
that the difficulties which the commercial world had experienced, 
and the (hock which public credit had fuftained, arofe from the Banic 
not extending their difcounts. To the theories of thefe gentlemen 
he oppofed the fentiments of Mr. Adam Smith. Here he again 
had to complain of the authors of the Report for endeavouring to 
miflead. One would naturally conclude from the Report, that the 
fadts it contained related to the flate of the country at the time the 
Order of Council was iffued, as there was nothing upon the face of 
the Report to excite a fufpicion that it was otherways. He thought 
it his duty to (late, however, that the fads there recorded, related 
not to the time at which the Order of Council was ilTued, but to the' 
period at which the witnefTes were examined. The reduction of 
the paper in circulation amounted to only one-eighth from the quan- 
tity afloat in 1 795 : but even fuppofing that the decreafe had been 
greater, he could not perceive how a decreafe of hotes could produce 
a decreafe of cafh, though he could eafily perceive that a decreafe 
of ca(h might produce a decreafe of notes, Mr. Thornton (aid, 
t it was the fame thing to the mercantile world whether advances 
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were made by tHe Bank to the Merchants or to Qovernmertt ; and 
that it was only from a fupcrficial view of things that the Mer- 
chants formed a difierent conclufion. His Grace, for one, was 
willing to partake in the error of the Merchants ; for if he wanted 
money to carry on his trade, he conceived it would be very little 
comfort to him to be told that the Bank were about to lend a million 
to Government. He found alfo that thefe gentlemen contradidted 
their own opinion in what they afterwards advanced refpeding the 
unwillingnefs of private bankers to difcount the bills of individuals 
when money was at a high rate of intereft. He found alfo, that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, if ever he had been a convert to 
their opinion, had now abandoned it, iinqe he was for repaying the 
Bank the advances they had made to Government, with a view, no 
cibubt, to relieve it from its prefcnt difficulties. This meafure was 
an acknowledgement that the repayment of thefe advances at an 
earlier period would have averted the calamities which have re- 
cently befallen it ; for it was not to be fuppofed that any meafure 
could retrieve it when ruined, which would not have faved it from 
ruin, if adopted ijn time. The noble Duke next adverted to a 
paflage in the Report (page 266 of the Report,) in which he faid an 
infinuation, founded upon the fpeculative opinions of Mr. Boyd and 
Ts/lr. Thornton, had been attempted to be thrown upon the condudt 
of the Bank Diredtors ; an infinuation which he did not believe to 
have been in the rough Iketch of the Report, but which had crept 
into it in its more polilhed form. Having repelled this infinuation, 
he called the attention of their Lordfhips to a paper drawn up by 
Mr. Winthrop, a Bank Direflor, containing much found fenfe, 
and upon which, it was certainly infinitely more creditable to a6t, 
than the airy theory, of ifTuing notes to an indefinite extent, which . 
would have been produftive of tenfold greater evils than thofc 
which before exifted. The only other part of the Report which 
remained for him to notice, was that toward the conclufion, refpcdt-^ 
ing alarm ; fo convinced were the Committee, that the ncceffity 
which produced the Order of Council, had nothing to do with 
alarm as its cauie, that they never mention it to the conclufion of 
the Report. Indeed it, would not have been perfeflly confonant 
with the theory which runs through that Report, to have afcribed 
the evil to alarm as its caufe ; for however much an ill-grounded 
alarm might tend to remove cafh from circulation, it could not nar- . 
row the circulation of Bank notes, which the theorifts defcribed as 
thtf only evil in exiflence. The noble Duke then proceeded to 
ftatc the fubfiance of the rcfolutions which he meant to propofc, 
foitncled upon tUe cortefpondence which bsul taken place between 
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the Bank DircSor* and the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; the 
tendency of which, on the part of the Bank, was to procure re-pay- 
rnent of the advances made by them to Government, ftating alfo 
the danger ^yhich might refult to the Bank from Government per- 
fifting it its demand for ncjv advances, without difcharging any part 
of its paft arrears ; and on the part of the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer to procure new advances from the Bank, by holding out to 
them promifes of repayment which were no fooner made than vio- 
lated. His GraCjC went through the different parts of this corref- 
pondence, commenting upon the refolutions pf the Bank DireSors, 
and the anfwer6 made to them by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
, He particularly adverted to the refolution of the Court of Direflors 
of the 11th of February, 1796^ and Mr. Pitt's anfwer to it of that 
date, in which he pofitively promifes riot to make any farther loan 
or advance to the Emperor, without previoufly confulting the Bank, 
while, at that very moment, he was fending money abroad for the' 
fervicc of liis Imperial Majefty, without the authority of Parlia- 
ment. On the 30th of July a refolution was pafled by the Court 
of Diredors, reminding the Chancellor of the Exchequer of his 
former and repeated promife to reduce their advances as fpccdily a4 
poflible, and determining for the future to refufe payment of all 
Treafury bills beyond the fum of 500,0001. Although that was 
about the time fixed for the meeting of Parliament, the Minifter 
-perfifted in concealing from the public the real ftate of their finances. 
And when Parliament was^ convened, inftead of plainly communi- 
cating to the Legiflature the pecuniar}^ embarraffments of the coun- 
try, he put into the mouth of His Majefty an expreflion of fatisfac- 
tion that the temporary embarraffments which had been felt were 
no longer in exiftence, and that the extent and folidity of the rc- 
fources of the nation had triumphed over all the difficulties to which^ 
for a period, they had been fubjefled. It was curious alfo to re- 
mark the excufes which were made by the Chancellor of the Exchc- 
, quer for the violation of his engagement; he firft forgets his pro- 
mife ; then thofc under him do not obey his orders ; a third time he 
is obliged to go to Cambridge ; and laA of all the Bank gave him 
too fliort notice. With rcfpcdl to the conduft of the Bank Direc- 
tors, his Grace thought them culpable in not coming to Parliament;^ 
and laying before the Legiflature the means which the ChanccUor of 
the Exchequer took to procure money from them. They had done 
every thing, however, which, according to their conceptions) thcjr 
could do with propriety. The Duke of Bedford concluded by ap- 
pealing to their Lordfliips, as the pcrfons who were to decide, whe- 

" they Ihould pais a ccnfure upon the unprincipled and corrupt 
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conduct of Miniftcrs, or whether they (hould attempt, and a vaia. 
and frivolous attempt he aflured them it would be, to fcreen them 
from the juft condemnation which awaited them. If they did not 
ihew by their vote that a weak and incapable Adminif^ration, after 
violating every principle of reflitude, and outraging the rights of 
the people, could not efcape the juft puniftiment of their crimes, 
by holding out the rewards of corruption as a bribe for the purchafe 
of indemnity, they would be participating in their guilt, and would 
eventually (hare in their difgrace. If they pafTcd ,a vote of cenfure 
upon the ruinour and deftruflive plans which they had been purfu* 
ing, the fupport which they had hitherto given them might be im- 
puted to error ; but if they perfifted in lending fupport in defiance 
of the plaineft proofs of criminality, error would no longer be re- 
curred to ast plea of defence. He called upon them to (hew the 
country and the world, whether they had onefpark of Briti(h fpirit 
in their bofoms ; whether they were virtuous enough to acknow- 
ledge their faults, and brave enough to (hake off the fetters of cor- 
ruption. He invoked them to (hew that they had their children 
and their pofterity in their contemplation, and that^ they were not 
regardlefs of every thing beyond the paflTmg hour. He was aware 
that he might be accufed of ovcrflepping the bounds of moderation;, 
but when he refledled on the charadler of the prefent Adminidration, 
thofc defpoilcrs of our fortunes ! thofe opprclTors of the poor ! thofe 
plunderers of the rich ! when he faw fome of the greateft and moft 
powerful individuals in the kingdom, becomCthc defpicable agents, 
or venal partifans of a corrupt and defperate fadlion, he could hot 
boa{t cold-blooded patience — he had no claim to apathy. If they 
thought that they could reftrain public opinion by chains and fetters, 
they were mifcrably miftakcn. They might attempt to flop the 
current of the tide, but he warned them that a boifterous wind 
might arife which would drive it beyond its banks, and deluge all 
around. They were called upon by the imperious voice of awful 
and threatening events to roufe from their fupinencfs, to awako 
from their torpid ftate of lethargy. He trufted that there were none 
in that Houfe who diftrufted the loyalty of the people of'this coun- 
try ; but he- reminded them that Engli(hmen were born to be free, 
and muft 6e free. If the Government, therefore, wi(hed to prc- 
ferve its authority, it muft be by reigning not over the will, but ia 
the hearts of the nation. His Grace fat down, having moved the 
firft of the following refolutions : 

I . " That it appears to this Houfe, that fubfequcnt to the month 
of June, 1795, and during the year, 1 796, a great diminution waa 
experienced iitthe fpecic of the Bank of England. 
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2. ** That the Gqvcrnpr and Pq)Uty Governor of the Bank, 
didy at various times, reprefent to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
the danger to the Bank, from the diminution of its ipecie, particu«> 
larly at the following periods : 

nth December, 17941 

toth Oftober, 1795, 

23d 0(3bber, 1795^ 

18th Novepibcr, 1795, 

3d December, 1795, 

15th and 1 6th January, 1796, 

28th January, 1796, * 

5th and 8th February, 1796, 

nth February, 1796, 

8th, loth, and aift February, 1797. 
5. " That it appears, that during thefe periods the Dircftors of 
the Bank frequently remonftrated with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer on the nagnitudeof their advances to Government, anxioufly' 
Requiring payment, or a confiderablc reduflion of the fame ; but 
that neverthelefs the Chancellor of the Exchequer not only neg- i 
ledlcd to comply with the objedl of thofc remonftranccs, but ufually^ 
under pretence of the neceflity of the public fervicc, renewed hii 
demands for farther aid ; and that under the exigency of the cafe, 
as ft^ted to them by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Direc-^ 
tors of the Bank wiere, from time to time, induced to confent to 
farther accommodation. ' ; . • 

4. " That it appears that the Chancellor of the Exchequer fre- 
quently folicited fuch farther accommodation in the moft anxious 
and preffihg terms ; declaring, that it was impoflible to avoid the 
moft fcrious embarraffmcnts to the public fervice, unlefs the Bank 
piredlors afforded the afliftance he required. 

5. *' That it appears, that although by thefe means the Direc- 
tors of the Bank were induced to comply with his demands, they 
generally expreffed^ their reludaaccf in flrong language ; and that 
they at laft, that is to fay, on the 28th of July, 1796, thought it 
fieceffary for their own juftification, to requeft the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to lay before His Majefty's Cabinet, their moft ferious 
and folemn remonftrance ; in which they declare, that ** fenfible 
of the alarming ahd dangerous ftate of public credit, nothing couldi 
induce them to comply with the demand then made upon them, 
but the dread that this refufal might be productive of a greater evil. 

6. *^ That it appear^, that during the above period, a conftder- 
able portion of the Bank advances was occafioned by payments o£, 
*^''^s of exchange drawn on the Trcafury fioaa abio^id^ 
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7. '< That it nfffOiu, that it had feldom Uen the cuflom of the 
Bank of England to advance, on the account of fuch bills, more 
than from 2o,oool. to 30,000!, ; and/that even during the Amc* 
rican war, fuch bills never exceeded at any one time the fum of 
150,000!., the wifdom of our anccftors having forefeen and pro- 
vided a^ainft the mifchicfof fimilar advances, by a claufe in an a£k 
pafTedin the 5th year of William and Mary, by, which the Go- 
vernor and Company of the Bank of England were retrained from 
advancing any fums of money, other than on fuch Funds on which 
a credit is granted by Parliament. 

8. " That it appears, that from and after the year 1793, at 
which time an ad of Parliament paifed, containing a claufe, by 
which the Dire£iors of the Banlc are indemnified for the advances 
they had made on bills drawn from abroad, and exempted in future 
from the penalties of the faid adt of William and Mary refpcding 
fuch advances to Government, the amount of Treafury bills paid 
at the Bank continued progreffively to increafe ; and that between 
the ift of January 1795, and the 25th of February 1797, fums 
to the amount of upwards of 15,000,000!. were at different periods 
advanced to Government upon this head. 

9. " That it appears, that the Direflors of the Bank did, at 
various times during the years i795> 1796? and 1797, apply ta 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer for repayment of fuch advances, 
and reprefent to him the ruinous confequ^nces to themfelves and to 
the Public, of continuing the fyftem of making Treafury bills paya- 
ble at the Bank : and that they even declared they conceived it to 
be "an unconftitutional nfiode of raifing money, and what tliey were- 
not warranted by their Charter to confent to." 

I o. " That it appears, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
did, at various times in that period, undertake to reduce the ad- 
vances on that head within the fum of 500,000!., and likewife fo 
to arrange his payments as to put an end to the account, but thai 
neverthelefs the faid prcfmifes pever were kept by him, and that the 
advances on Treafury bills, on the 28th of February, 1797^ 
amounted. to 1,619,0491. 

11. ** That it appears to this Houfe, that foreign remitts^nces to 
a much larger amount than ever were known In the moft expenfive 
wars in which this country has been involved, have taken place 
fincc the year 1793. 

1 2. **• That the extent of fuch remittances occalioned, at fo 
early a period as the end of the year 1794, and the beginning of 
tlmyeat ^795^ gr^at alarm in the minds of the Diredors, which 
they at various periods communicated to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
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chequer ; and that on the 3d of Diecembcfi 1795, the Court of 
Directors, under the apprehenlion that its was intended to grant a 
farther Loan to the Emperor, came to a rcfolution, by which they 
declared their unanimous opinion, that fliould fuch a loan take place 
It would be mod fatal in its confequences to^ the Bank of England. 
** That they communicated fuch rcfolution to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, who aiTurcd them he (hould lay alide all thoughts 
of it, unlefs the Situation of things relative to the Bank ihould fa 
alter as to render fuch a loan of no importance or inconvenience to 
them." 

13. " That on the 5th of February, 1796, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, after ftatingj in convcrfation with the Governor and 
Deputations from the Bank of England, his opinion of the neccftity 
of farther affifting the Emperor, promifcd to take no ftep in that 
bulinefs without previoufly communicating to them his intention. 

14. " That on the i ith of February, 1 796, the Diredors of 
the Bank pafTed unanimoufly the following rcfolution : 

" Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Court, founded upon 
the experience of the cffeSs of the late Imperial loan, that if any 
ferther loan, or advance of money, to the Emperor, or to any other 
fereign date, (hould, in the prefent (late of affairs, take place, it 
will in all probability prove fatal to the Bank of England ? 

** The Court of DiredJors, therefore, do itioft earneftly depi^c* 
cate the adoption of any fuch meafure, and they fdemnly proteit 
againft any refponlibility for the calamitous confequences that may 
follow thereupon.'* 

To which refolution, when communicated to him, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer returned for anfwer, ** That after the re- 
peated intimations which he had given to the Governor, &c. of th« 
Bank, that, no farther loan to the Emperor would be refolved on 
without previous communication with the Bank, he did not fe^ 
any reafon for thefe refolutions, that he did fuppofe they were 
adopted in a moment of alarm, and that he ihould confider them in 
that light." 

15." That both frx)m the general tenor of the faid anfwer, and 
from its particular reference to the fubftance and matter of the rcfo- 
lution then communicated to him, he gave the Governor, &c. of the 
Bank to underftand, that he was bound by promife to them, to nego- 
tiate no loan for the fervice of his Imperial Majefty, nor to make 
any remittance either to his faid Imperial Majedy, or any foreign 
Prince, under any pretences whatever, without previoufly communi- 
caUng fuch his intention to the Bank of. England : that the Dix^c- 
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tors (b undcrftood him ;. and that, impreiTed wkh that belief, they 
abftained from making any farther remooftrance on this fubjedt. 

16. " That neverthclcfs the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for 
fomc time prior to February 11, 1796, clandcftinely ^emitted, and 
did for feveral months fubfcquent, clandeflinely remit, to his faid 
Imperial Majefty, and other foreign Princes, large fums of money, 
in defiance of his repeated promifes, ajnd in violation of his folcmn 
engagement with the Bank of England, and cpnfequent upon their 
refolution of the 1 1 th of February. 

17. ^< That it appears, that if the faid advances of the Bank to 
Government had been paid ofF when required, or coniiderably re- 
duced, the Bank would have been enabled to reduce, if expedient^ 
the amount of its outdanding notes ;. and that fuch option would 
have been of eflfential fervice to its intereils. 

1 8. " That it appears, from the evidence of uie Governor and 
Deputy Governor of the Bank, that if the (aid advances had been 
paid off when required, or condderably reduced, the Bank would 
faav£ been enabled to give more extended aid to the mercantile in«> 
tereft of Great Britain, in the way of difcount. 

19. " That it appears, that if the advances on the Treafury 
bills had been paid off when required, and as the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had promifed, and the foreign remittances abAained 
from, as the Chancellor of the Exchequer had likewife promifed, 
there would have exifled no neceffity for fufpending the due and or* 
dinary courfe of the Bank pymcnts in ca(h. 

20. '< That it appears to this Houfe, upon an attentive examina- 
tion of the evidence reported by the Secret Committee, upon a minute * 
perufal of the correfpondence between the Governor and Diredora 
of the Bank of Ei^land and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
during the year^ 1 795, 1796^ and 17979 and after a thorough re- 
view 0/ the whole circumdanc^s of the cafe, that the neglect of th« , 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in difcharging, or fufficiently diminifh- ; 
ii^, the amount of the fums advanced.to Government by the Bank . i 
of England \ his perfeverancc in diredling Treafury bills of ex- 
change to an amount unexampled to be paid at the Bai)k ; his 
frequent promifes, and conftant breach of thofe promifes, to reduce ^ 
their amount within the fum of 500,0001.; and the enormous 
•mount of his remittances to foreign Princes in loans.and fubfidies, 
^ere the principal and leading caufes which produced the neceffity 
for fufpending the due and ordinary courfe of the Bank payments in 
facb." . . 

The Earl of LIVERPOOL faid, that the fubjeft upon which 
lu was now to addrcfs their Jt'Ordflups was attpnded withdifficulty^ . 
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He did not mean, nor had he ftrength to enter into great detail, 
nor eould he embellifti it with the eloquence of the noble Duke. 
He hoped, however, to be aWe to fatisfy them that they ought not to 
agree to the rcfolution which had been propofcd. With regard to 
the coniiitution of the Committee, to which the noble Duke ob- 
jefted, he would anfwer that it was neccffary artd, proper that they 
ihould be enabled to have before them every thing conneSed with 
its invefligation on all (ides, and in every view ; as to to the con- 
dud of it, could any charge be advanced i Was ever any qoeition 
reRifed ? Was ever any demand for accoqnts negatived ? On the. 
contrary, he could venture to fay, that never was the condud of a 
Committee more candid and iihore impartid. The noble Duke 
faid too^ that a great part of his charge was directed perfonally 
againft the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; yet this culprit had been 
examined, upon oath, before the Committee- — ^the firft infiahce in 
which a party accufed was defired to give evidence againft himfelf 
in any Court, or before any Magiftratc. With regard to the Sum- 
mary alluded to, he was furc that nothing could be cxpreffed with 
greater candour and modefty than it evinced. That the diminu- 
tion of Bank notes, according to the noble Duke's pofition, would 
iilcrtafe the quantity of fpecie, was abfurd ; that it might dccreafc 
the demand for them, was the only view in which the obfervation 
was intelligible. But to come more immediately to the fubjed in dif- 
cuffion, and tothejcharges which had been made againft the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. ' As to the effedl of the advances to the 
Eihperor, it appeared from the evidence contained in the Report,, 
that the Bank had at different tinrtcs made application' to the Chan-*^ 
cdlor of the Exchequer, Aating the' danger which they apprehended 
from the continuance of foreign remittances. Of thefe a dircfi 
anfwer was given to the tWo firft, ftating in reply to their inquiries 
concerning any Imperial loan, that no Imperial loan (hould be 
bought forward. To the third application, which mentioned 
both loan and advances, the anfwer contained information that 
there was to be no loan, but it never was to be confidered as im- 
plying' an engagement beyond what it cxpreffed.' Certainly' ho fuch 
engagement was thought to be incurred by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer himCdf. Mr. Raikes and others did not underftahd ' 
this to be an engagement to niake no advances ; confcquently there . 
was no room for the charge of breach of faith which was urged 
upon this point. The noMe Dk)ke was inaccurate in the feds 
which he ftated as the confequences of this mea£ure. . No bills 
drawn for thefe advances were received till July, yet the rate of ex- 
Gtnange^from Oftobqr that year till March following, rofc very «on* ' 
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iiderably in our fiivoor. Mr. Giles, too, admitted in his evidence, 
that the advances, condu6tcd as they were, could not produce any 
material eflfed. The great queftion, however, was this : Did the 
loan and advances to the Emperor produce the efFeft of difabling 
the Bank to continue its money payments ? Compare the fums 
fent to the Continent this war, with the fums fent thither in the 
four laft years of the war, ending in 1763. It appeared from the 
Report, that 14,988,000!. had been remitted to the Continent 
this war ; during the other period alluded to, there were fifteen 
millions. Could this country afford to do this thirty years ago, and 
in its prefent fituation could the effects of the fame meafure be fo 
diCaArous ? Were we lefs able now to fuftain fuch a charge ? On 
the contrary, from the ftate of the exports and imports, and every 
other criterion of profpcrity, there was no reafon to believe, that a 
remittance to double the amount which had taken place during this 
war, could, in the increafed wealth and commerce, and increafing ba'-^ 
lance of trade in our favour, have been attended with fuch effeds. 
It was proved^ that the balance of trade was for the laft four years 
at an average of ten millions a year. The whole remittances out 
of the country during that time had been about thirty-three millions 
and a half; the whole balance for the fame four years of the war 
had been forty-two millions. Wajs it poffiWe, then, that the ftop- 
page of the Bank could be afcribed to the efFc£l of the Imperial re- 
mittances ? To employ the enemy's armies abroad for the fecurity 
^f this country, had ever been confidered our true' policy by the 
greateft Minifters who had guided the affairs of this country. Lord 
Godolphin, Mr. Pclham, and the immortal father of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, the Earl of Chatham. Had the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, in the prefent ftate of the country-, any rea- 
fon to apprehend danger from purfuing the fame meafures of policy i 
Ceitainly net ; and to acquit him of the charge now brought againft 
him, it was not required that they fliould be bound by the (hackles 
of corruption, but that they (hould impartially exercife their owa 
judgement. With refpeft to the effect of the advances by the Bank 
to Government, he had to obferve in the firft place, that a very 
confiderable fum had been ftatcd as advances by the Bank, which, 
in fa6t, did not belong to them, but was the amount of unclaimed 
dividends, which had been taken for the public fervice. But the 
advances to Government were by no means unprecedented in their 
amount. In the year 1780, they wete 10,900,000!.; fomewhat 
higher than in 1797 ; in the year 1793 they were only an hun- 
dred thoufand pounds lefs. The Bank, too, muft be able to make 
advances in proportion to the general profperity of commerce and 
Vol. III. A a ' 
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extent of wealth. " Our commerce, however,' was nearljr double 
what it was in 1782 and 1783: was it poflible, then, that this 
advance could produce cfFcdls fo fcrious as to fufpend the money pay- 
ments of the Bank I Or in circumftanccs now fo much more fa- 
vourable, had the Chancellor of the Exchequer any rcafon to dread 
the efFeft that took place ? A great part of the caufc to which the 
ftoppage and confequent diftrefs were to be afcribed, was the tn- 
creafed demand for difcounts arifing from a part of the law which 
he thought required to be altered. It was the adl of the 1 2tK of 
Queen Anne, which prohibits difcounts done at more than five per 
cent. The confequences were obvious. In time of peace, when 
money could be obtained for lefs than five per cent, people were 
willing tp lay out their capital in difcounts. In times of embarrafs- 
ment, however, more could be made by other fpeculations, and in 
tbefe fuch capitals were then employed. This neccflarily occaiioned 
a great demaiid for difcounts ; but when twelve per cent, could be 
made of the money which by difcounts produced only five per cent, 
the temptation to employ it in fome other manner could eafily be 
conceived. He had converfed with the late Lord Mansfield upon 
this fubjedJ, who entirely difapproved the law of the 1 2th of Queen 
Anne. Indeed he faw no reafon why money, like every ^other com« 
modity, (hould be allowed to find its own level and its own price* 
At Hamburgh he had been informed the advantages of open and 
unrcfirained tranfadions upon this head were greatly felt.. To the 
bad efiedt of the limitation upon the head of ufury in this country, 
he was inclined to afcribe the fituauon in which the Bank had been 
placed, and the depreciation which Government fecurities experi- 
enced. This evil was likewife to be imputed, in a great meafgtre, 
to alarm. Country bank notes were the chief circulation in the 
country, and thefe, in the moment of alarm, produced a run upon 
the Biank of England, the refervoir of the 'cafli of the kingdom. 
What the effect of alarm would be, it was eafy to conceive. The 
public circulation of the kingdom was about thirty-four millions, 
and it was not to be expeded that cafh to the amount of eleven 
millions, thp amount of Bank notes, was cohfiantly to be kept. 
When an alarm, therefore, produced a demand for cafli upon the 
fcale of a very extended paper circulation, it muft be impoflfible that 
cafh could be obtained to anfwer the general demand. He rccol- 
leded the efFeds which, in differei^t infiances, fuch alarjns had pro- 
duced in 1 764, in confequcnce of great bankruptcies at Amf^erdam, 
Hamburgh, &c. the failure of the Ayr bank, and th^ diflicultics of 
the country banks in 1 792. Three of the" inftanccs that occurred 
to him happened in time of profound peace. This alarm^ thcn^ 
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%a8 to be confideredy in a confiderable degree, as the caufe of the 
difficulties the Bank had to encounter in procuring fpecie. To im- 
pute it to the cScA of the gradual advances made to the Emperor 
upon the immenfe circulation of this country was altogether abfurd. 
The great capital latdy laid out in canals^ indlofures, and othbr im- 
provements, proved at once the extent of the commerce ar\d wealth 
of the country, and (howed how fuch operations might, in times of 
cmbarrafTment, prefs upon the general circulation of the country, 
and increafe the difficulty which was before experienced. Upon 
the grounds he had Aated, he fhould therefore move the previous 
queftion. 

Lord HAY (Earl of Kinnoul) declared, that he thought the 
noble Earl who preceded him in the debate had fo fully anfwered 
the noUe Duke, that little could be added to his forcible arguments ; 
but he could not be content on the prefent occafion to give a (ilent 
vote. In his opinion, much of the mifchief that had of late befallen 
us, had originated from our unexampled profperity, which had in- 
duced a fpirit of enterprize and fpcculation unknown in former 
times. This fpirit had much prevailed, and had incrcafed daily 
fincc the period of the laft peace in the year 1783. And when 
by any fudden accident thofe fpeculations were deAroyed, it produced 
a momentary ftagnation, and effi:6ls fuch as we beheld. To know- 
the exaft fituation of a country, it was not merely ncceffary to 
know its prefent iituation, but alfo to compare it with what it for- 
merly was. His Lordffiip then entered into the. detail of the 
Yorkihire manu(a£tories for cloths, by which it appeared, that the 
trade had been in a progreffive ftate of iftcrcafe for the laft twenty- 
fevcn years. His Lordfhip then alluded to the country banks, the 
failure of which, he thought, was the grand caufe of the Bank ftopn 
ping payment. 

The Earl of GUILFORD faid, that though he had but lately 
turned his thoughts to this fubjed, he found hi mfelf obliged to con- 
trovert fome of the opinions of a perfon of the noble Earl's (Liver- 
pool) talents, knowledge and experience upon queftions of this na- 
ture, and the opinions of a gentleman of fuch high refpe<Sability and 
chara<3er as Mr. Thornton ; and of another gentleman, likewifcof 
great refpe6lability, but whofc fpeculations, if he was rightly in- 
formed, had not always proved well founded. Before entering on 
the queftion, he would fay a word as to the z& of Council itfelf. 
Whatever might be the neceffity of continuing the Order in Coun- 
cil, he doubted the neceffity of originally iffuirtg it. He thought 
that the Bank might have been enabled to go on ; or if d)liged at 
laft to ftop, it would have been better that it had been (hown to th^ 

A a ii 
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public,' that its ftoppage arofe from its own want of ca(h, '^nftcad of 
its being proved that this event arofe from the wants of the Govern* 
tnent. The Bank themfclves had cxprefsly declared that they were 
of opinion that the Imperial loan had produced the fcarcity of their 
CJjfti, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer had no reafon to didruft 
their authority. The advances had afFeded the rate of exchange^ 
ind from experience of the paft, there was every reafon to appre- 
hend the bad eflFeds of fuch drains. The Bank had repeatedly de- 
manded of Government repayment of their advances. It was one 
of the rcfources to which they trufted for extricating them from their 
embarraffments, and they had been deceived by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. Had his promifes been kept, they would have been 
enabled to go on. The advances on Exchequer bills was moft ob- 
y&ed to, and when the wife regulations of our anceftors, by which 
the advances of the Bank were reftrained, were repealed by a fur- 
Kpritious claiife in a Loan bill, the ^evil become more apparent. 
Thar the loan and advances to the Emperor, as well as the advances 
to Government, were the caufes of the ftoppage of the Bank, could 
Ifcarcely be doubted. It had been faid by a great man (Mr; Burke), 
ttratthe votes of Parliament were contrary to their opinions. He 
hoped they would refcue themfelves from this imputation, and (hew 
that their votes were regulated by their opinions. It was impoflible 
to doubt thfc caufe, of the cataftrophe of the Bank. They (hould 
confider whether they could avoid a decilion by fupporting the pre- 
vious queftion. This was a time when party prejudice and parti- 
ality flhould be facrificed to their own dignity, and to the public 
intcreft. 

Lord AUCKLAND faid, that advances by the Bank to Go- 
vernment were fo far from being improvident in their nature^ that 
when they did not interfere with the accommod«itions.tobe giveli to 
commerce, they were beneficial. He commented upon different 
parts of the evidence, from which he concluded, that the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer had not broke his faith with the Bank on the 
fobjeft of the advances to the Emptor, and that it was the objeft 
of the Bank to fccure themfelves without any regard to the general 
pteffure of public fervice. With" regard to the exp^nce of the war, 
it might be brought forward as a general fubjedl of clamour for 
party purpofes. Such, however, he did not impute to the noble 
Duke. ^ Thefe expences had been thought neceffary, had been 
voted, and had been well applied. The drain which had taken 
place in confequence of the war, could not have produced the ftop- 
page of the Bank^ Exchanges had lifcn in our favour, and fhown 
*h:4t our conimcrct was fupcrior to it. There was. more money 
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flow in tbe coimHy than it the beginnVig of the war. The Bank 
was the only acocffiblc hoards and to this every one came. By the 
balance of trade money muft come in ; and the drain this year 
T¥as lefs by five millions than in former years, and from the circunw 
ftances of the war would continue fo. 

The Duke of LEEDS felt the utmoft (atisfadion, and congra- 
tulated the Houfc on the favourable fituation of the country, which 
the noble Earl (Liverpool) had prefented. He lamented that there 
could have been any mifunderftanding or difputc on the fubjcd of 
the Bank, and the caufes of its prefcnt fituation. Very different^ 
opinions, however, were entertained on the fubje^ by very refpe^ 
able men, and he thought it a melancholy moment for the country 
that the Order of Council (hould have afforded room for the fpeciaU 
pleading arguments which had been difphyed in both Houfes of 
Parliament. The great objedt now was to extricate the country 
from the difficulties in which it was involved. 

Earl STRANGE (the Duke of Athol) animadverted upon the 
concluding part 6f the Duke of Bedford's fpccch, which his Grace, 
he was furc, would in his cooler moments be forry for. He ha4 
afked, whether there was a fpark of fpirit in the country ?* Yes, there 
was. But was he, becaufe he dif^red in opinion with another per- 
fon, to deferve the appellation of a flaver He felt himfelf as warm 
in fupport of the Conftitution as the' noble Duke, and was as inde- 
pendent, and as much a friend to Liberty as he could be. He wag 
fure the n6ble Duke would not have ufed fuch language in private 5 
and doubted not, when he refle^Scd, he would confider it as impro* 
per in his parliamentary fituation. 

The Duke of BEDFORD made a fliort reply to the arguments 
of the noble Lords who had oppofcd the refolutions that he propofed. 
His Grace faid, that in the obfervations he had made on the coun- 
tenance given to the career of Mioifters by that Houfe, he addi^fifed 
no perfonality to any particular Lord, but he felt it to be his duty to 
deplore an acquiefcence that could not he juftified by reafon, and 
that was fo fatal to the country. When he entered, however, into, 
a confidcration of certain events, he could not fupprefs his feelings ; 
he had animadverted, not on the Chancellor of the^Exchequer alone, 
but on all Hfs Majefty's Miniftcrs. He had been accufed before 
of having produced mifchief. He was accufed now of arrefting 
juftice. It had been faid to him, would he accufe the Minifter, 
whom he had examined upon oath ? To this he (hould reply, that 
he had adduced cliargcs againft him, founded on the evidence of 
Mr. Giles, Mr. Raikes, and Mr. Bofanquet, to (hew that they 
dearly underftood the Chancellor of tbe £xcheq\^er^ that neitllor 
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loan nor advances were to be made to the Emperor without their 
previous knowledge ; and he teaflTerted that for the whole of the laft 
two years the declarations th^t they made, and the warnings they 
gave the Chancellor of the Exchequer, ought to have determined 
him from the drain of ca(h from the Bank, which had brought on 
,the calamity of the ftoppage of payments. 

Lord CjRENVILLE faid, that at that late hour of the night he 
ihould not trcfpafs much upon the attention of their Lordlhips, par- 
ticularly after the very full and fatisfaftory reply that had been given 
to the arguments of the noble Duke. With refpefl to the argu* 
ments which the noble Duke had drawn from the evidence, they 
appeared to him wholly inconclufive. He had contended, becaufe 
Mr. Raikes did not contradidt fome of the evidence ^iven by Mr. 
Giles, that^ therefore, the other part of that gentleman's evidence 
was to be invalidated, though he had given it deliberately, and jyith 
his mind fully drawn to the fubjeft. The noble Duke feemed to 
be very much in the habit of confidering nothing as true, that was 
not true when carried to the utmoft extent, and therefore had con- 
tended, that the caufe afligned in the Order of Council as leading 
to the run upon the Bank, could not be true, becaufe it was polTsble 
that fome other caufes might tend in a flight degree to the fame con- 
fequcnce. But if their Lordfhips confidercd the fubje6l maturely, it 
was impoflible that the noble Duke could be corre6t jn his argument, 
when he afferted, that the remittances to the Emperor were the caufe 
jof this drain upon the Bank. A noble Lord (Liverpool) had ftated 
very truly, that the circulating cafli of this country amounted to 
upwards of thirty millions ; the whole quantity of paper might, at 
the very lowed calculation, be taken at twice that fum, fo that the 
whok circulation of the country amounted to above one hundred 
millions ; was it then poflible to fuppofe that remittances to the Em- 
peror to the amount of 960,000! could have fuch an effeft upon 
the circulation of one hundred millions ?— But what was deciiivc 
upon the fubjecl was, that when thefe remittances began, the ex- 
change Was againfl this country, and during their continuance it 
turned decidedly in our favour. Much had been faid upon the 
minutes of the cgnverfation which pafled between the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer and the Bank Directors. With refpeft to thefe 
minutes, he begged to obferve, that it did not appear to him fair to 
take in evidence minutes of a converfation, when thofe minutes were 
in fome cafes not taken till a day after the converfation took 
place. But even upon thefe minutes, the conftrudtion of the noble 
Duke could not be maintained. Noble Lords had talked ofiGo- 
vergment having the diredion of the Bank ^ but if their arguments 



M*T 15.] DEBATES. 183 

were well founded^ the Bank would have the diredion of the Go- 
vernment. It was impoflible to fuppofe that the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer could mean to give a promife to the Bank Diredlors, 
that he did not mean to make any remittance at all without their con- 
fcnt. Such a promife would be wholly inconfiftent with his public 
duty. Indeed, the Bank could not have underftood him as mean- 
ing any fuch thing, or they would afterwards, when they fufpedled 
that private remittances were making, have charged the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer with a breach of his promife. He would not dc 
tain their Lordihips longer upon this fubjeft ; he had intended to 
make fome obfcrvations upon the language which the noble Duke 
h^d thought proper to make ufe of ; but much of what he had in- 
tended to fay was anticipated by the fevere reproof which that noble ' 
Duke had already received. Whether the language whidi the 
noble Duke had thought proper to employ was calculated for hit 
audiences in Palace Yard, he did not know ; but he was fure it ought 
not to be ufed in that Houfe. This was the firft time that a Peer 
had accufed a Committee of their Lordfhips of making a wilful 
rnlsftatement in a Report ; and when fuch a charge was made with« 
out the Icaft fupport in h&, the noble Duke (hould recollect, that 
thefe expreffions muft recoil uponhimfelf; though, perhaps, other 
noble Lords would feel their own dignity, and that of the Aflfembly 
they were addrefling, to retort his langu^e upon him. There really 
was fomething too ridiculous to hear it afferted, that all the honour, 
all the virtue, all the truth, all the abilities, and all the public fpirit 
in both Houfes of Parliament, were confined to about fixty or 
feventy perfbns, who a6led with the noble Duke ; and if the fame 
monopoly of virtue and talent was confined to the few who agreed 
with the noble Duke out of doors, the country muft be in a deplor- 
able ftate indeed. 

The Duke of BEDFORD, in reply to this obfervation, faid, 
that it was no feature in his charad^er to arrogate to bimfelf any 
peculiar title t6 the confidence of his country ; but he (hould ill de- 
ferve the title either of honefty or fpirit, if he fhould be deterred 
from the difcharge of his duty by any confiderations of refpe^^ for 
the feelings of the Secretary of State. The language he had'held, 
and the terms he had applied to the fupport which Minifters had 
received in that Houfe and elfewhere, through the whole of their 
criminal and difaftrous career, was didated by an imperious fenfe 
of his duty ; and he would always be ready to maintain it. 
. The previous queftion was then put on each of the feries oi 
resolutions, and carried in the negative ^ fo that the main queftlons 
were not put. 
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May 1 6, I7> lE, no debate. 

' Friday y I qtb May. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR this day dclivcrod his opinion 
in the cafe of the Earl of Lauderdale's petition againA the Earl 
of Erkol's right to the Peerage ; and, after a fpeech of about two 
hourS) concluded with moving, <^ that the Earl of Enrol was 
duly clcaed." 

Lord HAY (Earl of Kinnoul) alfo fpoke on the fubjeft, and 
went over fimilar ground with the Lord Chancellor, with whom he 
•ppeared pcrfc^^iy to coincide in opinion. ^ 

The Lord Chancellor's motion was then adopted by the Houfc. 

No debate till 

Tuejday^ 30/A May. 

< The Duke of BEDFORD rofe to make his promsfed motion, 
and fpoke in fubftance as follows :—* After the repeated experience 
which I have had of the failure of every propolitionvfrom this fide 
of the Houfe, and the fate which tias attended the difierent motions 
which the ftate of public affairs has induced me to bring forward, it 
may, perhaps, appear furprifing that I (hould again obtrude myfelf 
upon your Lordfbips with another attempt of a (imilar nature. Dif* 
appointed, however, as I have been upon former occafions, the cir- 
eamflances in which the country is placed, call for every exertion 
for its falvation, which prefcnts the flighted hopes of fucccfs ; I 
therefore feel myfelf compelled once more to'direft the attention of 
your Lordihips to the momentous ftate of public affairs, to call upon 
you to take into your confideraticn the caufes and the confequences 
of >that fituation, and as a duty incumbent upon you, pronounce that 
opinion which fuch a review will lead you to form. No man will 
attempt to deny the great and unexampled extent of our calamities. 
In ihiting the caufes by which this ftate of calamity and of danger 
has been produced, it will fell to my lot to animadvert feverely upon 
the conduiS of Minifters. In tracing the piflure of our fituation for 
the laft four years, the period to which I intend to limit my obfer* 
vations, thwe can be little new to which to call your attention upon 
a fubjc<a fo often difcuffed. It is a beaten track, my Lords, which, 
as we travel over it, prefcnts little variety to the view, except fome 
new calamity, and fome frefh misfortune. But we ought not to be 
4leterred by this difagreeable profpect from the difcharge of our duty^ 
unlefs we arc content to lye down and paflively to wait the £iite by 
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which wc arc threatened. It is our duty to exert ourfel ves to re* 
move the caufes of thofe calamities which we fufFcr, and to avert 
thofc dangers which we apprehend. I am fenfible, that in the con- 
liderations which I (hall lay before you, any digreffion were an im- 
proper abufe of your indulgence ; that, to wafte much of your time 
in prefling the inferences which the fubjedl offers would be idle and 
unneceffary- The fa£ls themfclvcs, which I (hall lay before you, 
fpeak fo ftrongly, that any argument would only weaken the im- 
preflion which they are calculated to produce. The war, then, is 
the firft point to which I (hall call the attention of your LordChips, at 
the great fource of our prefent calamities. ' However men may differ 
as to the origin or the neceffity of the war, none will deny that to thia 
caufe much of our misfortunes is to.be afcribed. Within thefe walls 
this war has been called juft and neceffary, a war into which we were 
forced by the aggrelfion of the enemy, and to protefl our allies the 
Dutch. Were I to repeat to you the caufes which have been ftated, 
and the aiguments employed by Minifters to juftify the war, I (hould 
not remind you of what you have forgotten, but tire you with the 
repetition of what you know. Without thefe walls, however, the 
fupporters of Minifters avowed that the objedl of the war was to 
deftroy the French Republic, and to rc-eftablifli the Monarchical 
Government. I do not fay that, within thefe walls, this obJ€<Sl 
was fo explicitly held forth ; but their arguments and their reafon*- 
ings pointed out that inference to their adherents. It has been faid^ 
then, that this was a war for the prefervation of law, religion, and 
morality — a war in defence of every thing dear to us, our liberty, 
our conftitution, our property. What is the ftate of property now ? 
Has it been meliorated by the war which profeffed to be uncjertaken 
for its fecurity ? Will any man now fay that it has been faved ? What 
are the benefits which we have derived from the war ? If yot^ 
wifh to deftroy the Republican Government, confider the'fituation 
in which it now ftands, and the circumftanccs in which you are 
placed. If you went to war upon that principle, why do you not 
perfevere upon the fame ground ? or have Minifters only abandoned, 
the caufe for which they originally contended, becaufe they find that 
it cannot be attained ? While you embarked in a conteft to defend 
your laws againft a foreign enemy, perhaps it would have been as 
wcU to have fecured them againft an Adminiftration at home. Are 
your laws ameliorated by the war ? On the contrary, have not the 
beft and deareft privileges of the law been fufpended ? Have not 
laws been made againft that very liberty which you went to war to 
defend ? It was faid that this country went to war for the prefer- 
vation of religion ^ did you cxpedl to defend the altar by furround- 
Vol. IIL B b 
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ing it with feas of blood, or to fccurc it ftom viohtion, by piling 
round it the carcafes of the dead ? Is it the way to defend religion 
to facrifice fo many pnen as this conteft has fwept away ? We have 
been told that we were fighting in fupport of morality ; has this 
war, dien, produced many examples favourable to morality ? Has 
the conduct of the King of Pruflia furnifhed examples pf morality ? 
Do you find it in the dungeons of Olmutz ? or do you difcovcr it 
in the condu<Sl of thofe petty t)Tants who buzzed about you when 
there was' any hopes of fuccefs, and difappeared when your caufe 
was defperatp ? I (hall not, however, dwell upon the beginning of 
the war, or the conduit of Minifters in the courfc of it. If we 
look at the attempts which have been mgde to negotiate, we (hall 
be able to judge oi the hopes of pc^ce under the aufpices of thofc 
who are entrtifted with the adminiflration of public affairs. Not 
to dwell upon the firft attempt which was made at Bafle by Mr» 
Wickham, can any one think that the beft mode of negotiation h;is 
fincc been tried, or that the means moft likely to enfure fuccefs 
vrerc employed I That the means employed were not the beft, I 
have always thought ; ^nd in this opinion I have been confirmed 
by the acknowledgement even of thofe who fupported the war, and 
who, in other rpfpe£ls, approved the meafures of Minifters. In what 
I (hall fay upon this point, I ihall refer chiefly to that negotiation 
in which Lord Malmefbury was employed, the documents of which 
are before the Houfe. t (hall entirely put out of view the finccrity 
ef Minifters in this attempt, or the fincerity of the French Govern- 
ment !n meeting the advances which were made. I (hall grant 
that both parties were defirous of peace, provided it could have been 
obtained upon their own term^.* This fubjeQ has been fo often dif- 
Cufted, that I fiiall not go into it in much detail. I hold it clear 
from the documents produced, that Minifters were willing to make 
peace, provided Belgium was given up. to the Emperor, or placed in 
fuch a fituation as to be independent of France ; and that France 
was willing to conclude a peace if we had agreed to cede Belgium. 
That this was the real difpofition of both parties, the Houfe will 
entertain little doubt, if they look into the papers upon the fubjed. 
When I refled upon the condu<5): of Minifters upon this occafion, 
knowing as they muft have done the critical fituation of the country, 
and the ftate of our refources, I confefs that I cannot feel much 
Confidence in the fuccefs of any attempts at negotiation which they 
may find it ncceftary to make. They were apprized of the danger 
which threatened public credit ; they were able to judge how far it 
was Wife to infift upon terms when they compared them with the 
means by.wUJidh they could 1^ enforced* It cannot be denied^ that 
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the rcftoration of Belgium wap peremptorily Infiftcrf tipon. The 
friends of Mlni(;ters, indeed, contend, that this was but the open- 
ing of negotiation, that the French flew off, and that no opportunity 
was given to remove obftacles, or fettle differences. Upon this 
fubjcJ^ I muft refer to the fafts which the letter of Lord Malmcf- 
bury contains. The Englifh Miriifter gave in a memorial, pro- 
pofing the general reftoration to the Emperor of all the acquiiitions 
which the French had made at his expcnce. Upon this propofition 
a converfation enfued between Lord Malmelbury and Charles De- 
lacroix. Lord Malmcflbury opened the fubjedl in a manner which, 
I have always thought, did him the higheft credit.* He told the 
French Minifter, that the magnitude of the fubjedt ought to exclude 
fineffe ; that they ought to fpeak out with freedom and truth. He 
feems to fayi that the reftoration of Belgium to (he Emperor would 
be infifted upon, but defircs a contre projef^ adding, however, at the 
fame time, that no expe6lation (hould be admitted that Belgium 
would be retained. Its ceaflng to belong to the French was ad- 
mitted to be Tijine qua non of any contre pfojet. No man, then, can 
contend, unlefs Lord Malmefbury had afted in oppofltion to his 
infttudions, but that the Minifters of this country had determined 
that Belgium ftiould not remain a part of the French Republic. 
I would afk the Houfe, then, ferioufly to conlider the time and th6 
ciit!umftances in which the point w:ls fo obftinately maintained. 
After what they muft have known of the internal fituation of this 
country, after they were apprized of the danger with which the Bank 
was menaced, I Would afk, if it was Wife to put Belgium in com- 
petition with the public credit of this country ? I would afk, whe- 
ther thofe fhort-fighted Minifters, who rifked the main fpringof our 
profpcrity, and the deftrud^ion of that grstnd fource from which flows 
all our Wealth and all our greathefs, by infifting upon a demand 
which they had no profpedl of ever being able to enforce, can juf- 
tify the confidence of the Houfe, or infpire hopes of fiiccefs frond 
their future exertions ? The next point to which I would call thd 
attention of your Lordfhips, is the ftate of the finances. I am not 
prepared to ftate from memory the exaft afifiount of the debt which 
has been incurred by the war ; I am afi-aid, however, that the pay- 
ment of the intereft is but fcanlily provided for : the annual amount 
of the new taxes is fcven millions and a half; but I believe a very 
confidcrabie additional fum will be rcquifite to cover the Whole ex- 
pcnce that has been incurred. Should the war continue three 
months longer, or fof the whole of the year, and few will be fan- 
guine enough to expeft peace at a much earlier period, three mil- 
lions more mufl be raifed to defray the intereft of the debt which this 
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war ha$ created; I (hall ftate the grounds upon Which this Opinion 
is founded: — It appears from the Report of the Committee ap- 
pointed to, examine into the fubjeft in the year 1790, or 1 791, that 
for the average of the five years preceding, the peace eftabliftimcnt 
of this country was i6,85o,«ool. including the annual million 
for the rcdudlion of the national debt. Different pircumdance^ 
will make an addition to that peace eftabliftimcnt of 500,000!. ; 
fo that the whole of the expences already incurred, the fum which 
vill be found outftanding on the winding up of the accounts, which 
J compute at 15,000,000, the whole of the new ppacc eftablifh- 
xnent, with the additional 2oo,oool, annually voted for the rc- 
jdudtion pf the national debt, will now require an annual peace 
eftabliftiment amounting to 26,300,0001. The permanent taxes 
previous to the war were ftated at 13,890,0001. Taking the 
taxes impofed fince 1793 for what they have been given, a ft ate- 
ment which is much too high from the experience of what they have 
already produced, and ftating the land tax at its ufual amount, there, 
remains upon the whole a deficiency of 3,000,0001. ! Enormous 
as the burdcins already Impofed upon the country are, we have tp 
Jament the additional burdens they mpft yet undergo. Tenvjnil- 
lions and a half are required to cover the intereft of the debt which 
the prefent war has. created ! No one year have the people yet 
borne the burden of more than three millions, fo that the dreadful 
weight of feven millions and a half annual burden which they have 
not yet experienced, muft be added to the preflure under which 
they already gro^n ! It is a principle of the Conftitution of tbi§ 
country, that the people fliould as early as poffible be apprized of 
the burdens which they muft fi^ppoft. The prefent Minifter, ii> 
puffuance of this principle, ufed to boaft as a particular merit, that 
ne faced the difficulties we had to encounter, and never concealed 
the burdens which we bad incurred ; but how has he obferved that 
principle which hp boafted as the rule of his condudl ? Upon this 
point I refer to the documents contained in the Reports of the Com- 
•mittees before the Houfe. I fliall not go at large into this branch 
of the fubjcdl, as upon a former occafion I called the attention of 
the Houfe to it particularly. There wera feveral points however, 
on which I was obliged to curtail my obfervations, efpccially upoa 
the correfpondence between the Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
the Bank. The condu<5t of the Minifter in the whole courfe of 
thefe tranfa£lions I ftated in terms of ftrong difapprpbation. I 
ftated tl\at it was a tifl"ue of fraud, treachery, and deceit. Thefe 
are h^rfti epithets, but they are juftified by the evidence contained 
ifi the Report. From the beginning of the year ,1795, the Bank 
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Pireftors were frequent and carneft in their remonftranccs to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ; they reminded him of the advances 
which they had made to Government, and his promifes of payment; 
they ftated the amount of their advances on Treafury bills to be 
between two and an half and three millions. Thefe reprefenta- 
tions, urged upon different occafions, were uniformly anfwered with 
promifes, that the fubjcdl of complaint (hould be remedied^ and that 
the advances (hoiild be repaid. Thefe promifes were never per- 
forined, and new applications for frefli advances were made. In 
anfwer to the demand of the Bank of the 30th July 1795, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ftates, that warrants* were making out 
^t the Treafury, and that the payments (hould immediately be 
made. What is the confequence, however ? From the account it 
appears, that four weeks elapfed from this period before any pay- 
ment was made. On the 6ih of Auguft the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer applies for an advance of two millions and a half on the 
confolidated fund ; he pretented the utmoft concern for the welfare 
of the Bank, and cxpreffed his furprize that the Diredlors could 
ipnagine that it§ intereft was a lefs objed with him than with them. 
The event, however, (hewed the fincerity of his expreffion of rc^rd 
fpr the Bank- v The Bank Diredtors again accede to the demand, 
on the exprefs condition, however, that i,ioo,oool. (hould be paid 
qn account of their advances upon Treafury bills in the month of 
Qflobcr, a certain proportion in April following, that the amount 
of Treafury bills (hould never exceed 500,00©!. a regulation which 
(bould be adopted before November. All thefe conditions, >how- 
ever, were negledJed ; the remonftranccs of the Bank were defpifed, 
^nd the amount df their advances continued to increafe. They 
warned the Chancellor of the Exchequer of the fatal confequences 
of the drain of ca(h to the Emperor, and the inevitable ruin which 
would enfue from that fyftem. But the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer was equally indifferent to their warnings and to th^ir folicita- 
tions ; he ftill continued to procure advances upon renewed promifes, 
which he continued to break, and on conditions which he never 
perfoirnied ; in 1796, the complaints of the Bank continued with 
as little fuccffs j a (hort time. prior to the embaffy of Lord Malmcf- 
bury, the Bank made a folemn appeal to the Cabinet upon the dan- 
ger with which they were threatened ; the Minifter could not be 
ignorant of the ftatc of the countr)', but it produced no efFedl upon 
his meafures, and entered for nothing into the conduct of the nego- 
tiation. The promifes of the Chancellor of the Exchequer were 
broken, ^nd, 9s before, the Bank was deluded into new advances. 
I^ the con&deration of the whole correfpondence between the Chan- 
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^Udr of the Exchequer and the Bank, to the ffiotncnt tfrhen it Was 
Compelled to flop payment, docs not excite the indignation of tht 
Houfe, nothing which I can add can hive any influence. It has 
ever been held as the bcft means of prefdrving and extending the 
public profpcrity, to face our difficulties and to meet all otir ex- 
pcndes ; here, however, the obje(^ of the Miniftef ^as by a chaiti 
of perfidy and deceit to difguife the amount of our expence, and to 
conceal the real burdens of the people ; money was applied to put- 
pofes different frbm thofe for which it w^as granted, provifion was 
rteVer made for the fcalc of expence which was employed, the Bank 
6f England was reduced to the fituation of flopping payment, atid 
|rubllc credit expofed to utter ruin to fupply an expenditure. Which* 
ParlUitieht had not fanflioned, and to fuppoTt the mifchicvous? 
fehefnes and wafteful prodigality of Minifters. Had the real bhjefi 
of the Wat been fairly avowed, ot the expence of It been fairfy {^ated, 
I am convinced that peace would long ere now have been concluded. 
I Cdme ncm* to confider the internal ftate of the country : The laws 
which have been paffed on pretence of preferving internal tranquil- 
lity will afFotd an additional proof of the perilicious fyftenm on which 
Minifters have afled ; laws which I hold to be difgfaceful to a ftet 
Government, repugnant to the Conftitution, and inconfiftent With* 
iJic principles of the Revolution !— — 

Lord SYDNEY called to order, and faid, that fdch language 
ought not to be applied to laws which flood upon the ftatutc 
lHk)k. 

The Duke of BEDFORD continued.— The whole ff^ttn of 
the prefent Adminiftration has been incompatible with good Go- 
vernment, or with the fupport of the Crown, which they afFedl ttx 
.be fo ahxious to maintain. But for the moff flriking illuftration 
df the Wretched policy of Minifters let us look to Ireland. When 
I fpcak of that country, I know not in what terms of reprobation 
to exprefs my abhorrence of the fyitem which Miniflers have put- 
fucd. Earl Fitzwilliam is fent out as Lord Lieutenant, as was 
dnderftood, upon the wife and falutary plan of making thofe coficef- 
flons which wodld. fatisfy the expedlations of the pet)ple df Ireland ; 
he was deceived by Minifters and facrificcd to their old fyftem. Oh 
a' former occafion when I ftatcd that Earl Fitzwilliam was beft cal- 
culated for fecuring the happinefs of that country, I was accufed of 
throwing a rfeproach upon Lord Camden. From the reports 1 
have heard of that noble Lord, with whom I ahl not petfonally 
acquainted, I am led to entertain a& high an opinion of his private 
worth as I feel upon the experience of private ftiendfhip for the 
-'^rtuc and worth of his predeceflfor. But JEatl Fitzwilliam WCnC 
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out to carry into execution a fyftetn dear to the wi0iei of IriQirasn^ 
Lord Camden went out to diredl a fyftem far different, and avow- 
edly boftilc tp thofe meafures which the people of Ireland were letj 
to cxpcdl, and on which their hearts were fixed. What has been 
the confcqu?nce of that fyftem which Minifters chofe to employ ? 
Every attempt to coerce has only fpread more widely the fpirit of 
.difcontent ; their blind perfeverancc in coercion has heightened dif^ 
content into difafFcflion, and endangered the eonncSion of the two 
countries. Such are the efFe6ls which were predifted from the 
fyftem which Minifters chofe t^Tput in practice at a time when tlic 
utmoft tranquillity was faid to prevail. With what juftice that 
opinion was entertained, the event has now (hewn. At home wc 
have deeply to regret the events which have taken place under the 
condud of Minifters. Circumftances have occurred which nevcf 
happened before. The firft appearances of thefe events I do not 
mean to impute to Minifters, I jiow allude to the difturbances wh^ch 
have lately taken place in the navy, J am firmly convinced that 
wc cannot difcharge our duty if we withhold frpm fpeal^ing any 
longer, and that (ilcnce would be an additional piifchief. I am 
aware that the fubjec^ i$ a delicate one^ but its importance forces 
itfclf on our attention. While I entertained the hope that the ex- 
ertions of Minifters, would be fuccefsful in reftoring tranquillity, I 
forebore faying any thing upon the fubje£t ; but when I am convinced 
that we cannot be fecure in any quarter under their management, 
I feel it neccffary then freely to declare my opinion. Although w« 
have no authentic docun)ents upon this fubjefl, the papers which 
have been circulated every where, contain certain h&s of i9^hich 
there can be no doubt. When the mutiny firft brcJce out, the 
iailors made denniands, many of which, in the opinion of every one, 
were reafonable ; others not. So far it is known that certain re- 
quefts were made \ to thefe the Admiralty made offers, which were 
irejedled. The Admiralty then raifed their offers, and the agrec- 
inent w^s concluded. What was given, however, is thought td 
h^ reafonable, but the condudt of Minifters in (Bering lefs than they 
afterwards granted fhows that they thought this more than was rea- 
fonable. Are you then, after the examples of inc^acity which they 
have manifefted, and th^ evils their meafures have produced, de- 
termined to- devote your country to deftruflion ? [here there was a 
cry of hear ! hear IJ I come here with as great an intereft as any 
man in the Houfe in the fafety of the country, and I rcfpeat, are you 
determined to devote your country to deftrudtion, by leaving its 
affairs to the condu6t of men who have already involved you in 
£ttch CQxnpUci^ted calamities } When rebellion runs^to that hei^.t 
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%hich the Executive Government cannot contr6ul, then I hold that 
the country is brought to dcftruflion, and that a new line of con- 
du6l and a new fyftcm of meafures is neceffary for it^ falvation. .1 
am unwilling to dwell upon this topic, where there is fo much dan- 
ger of mifreprefentation, but I feel it my duty to fpeak freely, con- 
vinced as 1 am that the Conftitution of this country cannot long 
remain upon its prefent footing if the pfefent Minifters are fufFered 
much longer to remain at the head of public affairs. I truft that 
I need not detain your Lordfhips much longer, by dilating on thefe 
various topics. I truft I have already faid enough to (how that to 
the condudt of Minifters we owe a great part of the calamities under 
"which the country now fuffers. I think that I have ftated grounds 
to juftify the motion for the difmiflal of Minifters, with which I 
ihall conclude. I am defirous, however, to mark diftindlly the 
grounds on which the motion proceeds. It is not merely the litua- 
tion of the country, but it is the fyftem by which the country has 
been governed which the motion alms to remedy : without a new 
line of conduift, without a new fyftcm of Government, we cannot 
hope that things will continue upon their prefent footing. Various 
confiderations prefent themfclves upon this fubjeft, and many charges 
are felt to be neceffary. The moft falutary of thefe is a change in 
the reprefentation of the people. But even thefe changes muft be 
idle and nugatory without others more important. Without re- 
trenchment ^d economy in every department, without correfling 
the abufes which prevail, and fairly looking at our fituation, we 
cannot expefl that co-operation of the country which is neceffary to 
give effeft to the vigorous meafures required to extricate us from 
our prefent ftate of difficulty and danger. The fafls which I have 
already ftated I think are fufficient to warrant the conclufion I have 
drawn from them. Minifters may contend that the war was juft 
and neceffary, but they have dilcovered a total incapacity to conduft 
that war which they began, and they have equally proved by their 
attempts to negotiate, that peace is not to be expeded under their au- 
fpices. The critical ftate of Ireland, the important events which 
have taken place in England, prove that their fyftem, if purfued, 
threatens ruin to the empire. There is only one point remaining 
to which I (hall fay a few words, with the indulgence of the Houfe. 
For four years p^ft I have conftantly endeavoured to difcharge the 
duty which I owe to the public as a Member of this Houfe. Pre- 
vious to that period I was accuftomed to look up to a fet of men 
whpfe ^rindples and talents commanded my confidence and efteem, 
till they ceafed to a6t upon thofe principles which they had formerly 
^^tkd, th9fe at lesUl which I had imbibed. The jcircumflances 
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in which the country was then placed called upon thofc who diHip. 
proved of the fyftem which was then begun to be adled Upon, to 
come forward and oppofe what they deemed pregnant with danger, 
tor four years I have endeavoured to imprcfs the Houfe with thd 
opinion which I feel of the public meafures which have been pur- 
fued, and to roufe your LordChips to a fenfe of the evils which it 
threatened to produce. Would to God that I coiild fay that the 
fears which I formerly exprefled of the ruinous confequences of 
that fyftem had been idle and unmeaning apprehenfiohs! 1 ani 
afraid, however, that I can boaft, if it can be bokft, to fee realized 
the calamities I have predidled ; that the event has ,but too faith- 
fully verified the opinions which I entertained. In the courfe o( 
thefe exertions, 1 have been fubjeSed to obloquy, to inveflivc, to 
the moft foul and malignant ml freprefentation. Such treatment has 
never excited in me any emotions of anger, for I could not be angry 
at what I fo much defpife and contemn. It has never deterred me 
from performing my duty, for I (hould hold myfelf to be itiean and 
daftardiy if my condudi could be aduated by fuch cionfiderations. 
I have been fubjefted llkewife to charges of a more ferious nature : 
I have been told that to my indifcretion was owing the difturbancc 
which lately broke out in the fleet. Had fuch an event adually 
been owing to any conduit of mine, though I (hould have been 
happy to refledl that I was innocent of any bad intention, yet, had 
1 been confcious that from any indifcretion, fo great a calamity had 
arifcn, I (hould have hid my head from the world, and buried my- 
felf and my name in oblivion. When fuch a charge was brought 
forward, I indeed expected that fome proof of it would have been 
afforded ; though I (hould have been no lefs Turprifcd at fuch an 
attempt, (ince I can only confider the imputation as a ra(h thought, - 
not a ferious accufation. Yet, none of thefe infinuations, none of 
thefe charges (hall deter me from doing my duty. I feel that it 
is the duty of every man to exert himfelf for the advantage of his 
country, in the ftation in which he is placed, if his efforts can "be 
employed with the flighteft hope of fuccefs. For four years, how- 
ever, I have ftriiggled to oppofe a fyftem which I conceived to be 
pregnant with fo much difafter. Notwithftanding the calamities 
we have incurred, andjhe misfortunes we have fuffered ; notwith- 
ftanding the incapacity which Miniftcrs have manifefted, the fatal 
fyftem has maintained its afcendancy in this Houfe. Yet, after all 
the arguments I could employ, and all the illuftrations which ex- 
perience has afforded, I have not gained a (ingle inch for the coun- 
try. In thefe circumftances there is nothing left but to retire. In 
tlius retiring I Jhopc I (hall not be accufed of inconfiftency, if, in 
V0L.IIL Ce 
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the courfe of a week or a month, I (hpuld again return. When- 
ever I can indulge the hope of being ufeful, I (hall return. In 
a<3ing in this manner I may be accufed of ra(h folly, but, at leaft, 
I (hall efcape the charge of inconfiftency. What I have now to 
propofe I do not bring forward with any hope of its being garricd. 
All I afk IS, that your Lordftiips would turn it in your minds — ^that 
you would refleft fcrioufly upon the fituation of the country — that 
you would try to devife fome means of avoiding the complete ruin 
with which we are threatened. By the fyflem that has hitherto 
been purfued I cannot nope that the impending deftrudlion can be 
averted. Some other line of condud, fome other fyftem of mea- 
fures, muft be adopted.- What that new fyftem (hall be I am not 
fo prefumptuous as to decide : all I defire is, that you would refolve 
to embrace fome other one, and to put an end to that fron^ which 
we have already fufFercd fo iViuch calamity, and from which we 
have yet fo much to dread. I therefore move : 

" That an humble addrefs be prefehted to His Majefty, to re- 
** mind His Majefty that his dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the Lords 
** Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aifembled, have, during 
this calamitous war, uniformly given every aid and a(ri{lance 
that could contribute to that fupport which His Majefty has ex- 
perienced from a brave and a loyal people. 

To affure His Majefty that it is even now with deep regret 
we approach his Throne, to lay before him the grievances under 
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** which his people labour ; but that a (cnfe of duty compels us to 
^' ftate to His Majefty, that the defertion of all our allies, the tri- 
" umphs of an enemy we were taught by his fervants to dcfpife, the 
*^ public credit of the country impaired, the coafts of thefe kingdoms 
** with impunity infulted, the exertions of the Britiih navy fuf- 
*' pended, and the melancholy fituation into which Ireland has 
** been induftrioufly brought, prefents to our view a feries of cala- 
** mity unparalleled in the hiftory of our country. 

" Humbly to ftate to His Majefty, that we cannot attribute this 
*' uniform fucceflTion of misfortune to accident or even to the mifer- 
** able incapacity of his fervants; that we muft regard it as the 
^' cfFeft of a fyftem of Government, deftruflivc of the exertions 
** and hoAile to the conftitution of our country. 

" That we feel it our bounden duty humbly to reprefent to His 
^* Majefty, that much as we lament the blood that has been fpilt, 
^ and the burdens that have been impofed on His Majefty's fub- 
" jeSs in maintaining the difaftrous conteft in which we arc cn- 
** gaged, deeply as we deplore the perilous ftate of His Majefiy's 
<< kingdoms^ we can alone regard thcfb our prefent misfortunes as 
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a prelude to more ferious calamities, which we view with horror, 
" but which we look forward to as the fure confequence of perfe- 
** vcring in that fyftemof policy ^hich His Majefty*s fervants have 
*' purfued. 

That under thefd circumftanccs we befccch His Majcfty, by 

difmifling thofc Minifters from his prefence who have conftantly 

infulted the enemy by their difcourfe, and encouraged them by 
*' their incapacity, to give to his fubjefls a proof of his anxiety to 
*' procure that peace which his people fo anxioufly defirc. 

** We entreat His Majcfty, by difmifling from his Councils thofc 
** men whofc extravagance and want of good faith have impaired 

the credit of the country, tp difplay his defire of uniting with his 

fubjecfts in reftoring that public credit on which the importance 

of his kingdom fo maturely depends. 

We carncftly folicit His Majefty, by difmifling his prefent 
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*' fervants, to give to the People of Ireland the ftrongeft proof they 

** can receive of His Majefty's difapprobation of that fyftem of 
<< 
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treachery by which the prefent difcontcnts of that country have 
been foftered, and of his Majefty's intention of fecuring (if it is- yet 
poflible) the connexion that fubfifts between thefe kingdoms, by 
** extending to men of all defcriptions in that opprefled country^ 
** the bleflings of the conftitution under which they were born. 

** Finally, we implore His Majefty, that by difmifling. from his 
** prefence for ever, thofe Minifters whofc meafures have impaired 
** the liberties, and whofc extravagance has injured the property of 
** his fubjetfts, he will afford a fure teftimony of his gracious in- 
** tention of co-operating in reftoring the fpirit of the Britifh Con- 
/* ftitution, and of adopting fuch a fyftem of economy and retrench- 
** ment as is alone confiftent with the profperity of his exhaufted 
" people.'* 

Earl STRANGE (Duke of Athol) agreed that the prefent crifis 
was one which loudly called for exertion, but he did not think that 
the mcafurc propofed in the addrefs moved by the noble Duke wa^ 
at all calculated to meet the ea^igency of the times. The war he 
acknowledged to be a great fource of the difficulties under which the 
country laboured. Thefe, however, were more or lefs the confe- 
quence of every wax, and were perhaps infeparable from fuch a con* 
teft as the prefent. The noble Duke, in the firft part of his fpeech, 
had provided him with arguments in favour of the neccflTity of th^ 
war. It was in his opinion ncceflTary for the prefer vation of order^ 
religion and law ; and when thefe objeSs, which we had gained^ 
were compared with what we had loft, he was not of opinion that 
we hgd good rcafon to complain. He declined entering into any 
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detail upon the conduS of the war., The inquify wpuM take up 
too mudh of the time of the Houfe, and he confefled hi infclf, unable 
tp lead them through it. He only begged leave to obferve, that 
the conduct of every war depended upop the circumftanccs of that 
war. With refpe6\ to the ceflion of Belgium, he reminded the 
Houfe that we were not in the fame fituation now that we were in 
during Lord Malmefbury*s negotiation ; - he did not conceive it 
therefore to be fair to reafon from the terms which it was then proper 
to rejedl, to the terms which we ought at prefent to accept. He 
could not agree with the refults of the noble Duke's calculations. 
He had obfcrved that he leffencd the produce of the taxes, and in- 
creafrd the expenditure beyond what it really was, in order to give 
ftrength to his argument. Into the condudt of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, with regard to the Bank, he did not chufe to go, but 
he was convinced that he could give a fatisfadory explanation of 
every part of it. In reply to the queftion of the noble Duke, 
** What had we gained by the conteft?" — He faid, that we had 
gained the privilege of fitting and debating in that Houfe, and that 
•if we had not entered into the war with France, neither he nor the 
noble Duke would have been Peers of the Realm. Of the Sedi- 
tion and Trcafon A<Ss, though he acknowledged them to be in- 
fringements to a certain degree upon the Conftitution, he had ap- 
proved as meafures dictated by a temporary and urgent neceffity, 
in common, he was convinced, with four fifth of the nation. The 
noble Duke had afkcd, whether thej' were determined to devote 
their country tp deftru6lion ? No ; on the contrarj^, they would 
lave the country. The noble Duke had afferted the flake he had 
in the country. He allowed that it was great, but there were many 
in the Houfe who had ftill greater flakes ; thofe, for inftance, who 
had families for whofe Intercfls they had to confult. On the fub- 
jeft of the feamcn, he expreffed a hope that they would foon, under 
a convidion of their folly, return to the regular difchargc of their 
tluty. He oppofed the addrefs, upon the ground that it would tend 
to derradl from the energy of Government, to unhinge the Admi- 
hiflration, and even to unhinge the country. , 

The Duke of GRAFTON faid — I am defirous, ipy Lords, of 
offering once again to your Lordihips a few words ; ierious they will 
be, but, i truft, not un^alutary : and I wifli to da this, before the 
eountry is plunged inevitably into that gulph, which appears to roe 
to be preparing for its reception. May I not venture to call upon 
every one of your Lordfliips to cite from the whole, volume of the 
annals of the world, one (ingle inftance fimilar to the prefcm ; 
^vhercin a v^iion, which, within the fpace of four years'i baLS.hcld a 
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pre-eminence undlfputed, admired, rcfpe6led, and envied, by ever/ 
furrounding people, but brought down,- as we now are,~to a low ebb 
of national diftrefs. 

Our wealth was then alm$ft c6nfidered as without an end : and 
nothing bqt the inconfiderate waftc and lavifli profufion of a fyftem, 
formed to create every ruinous evil, and au enemy to all public 
economy, could have difcovered it to the world in a condition, 
'which acknowledged, that it was exhauftible : fuch vaft refourccs 
^nd fuppUcs were conftantly fpringing up in fupport of this wealth, 
from a trade furpafling all that former ages could conceive, and even 
what- the prefent age, who poffeflcd it, wxre fcarcely fenfiblc of. 
A great capital alfo, enabling our merchants to give a confiderablc 
extent of credit, brought advantages to the fame beyond the reach 
of calculation. Nor muft here be forgotten the aid given by the 
ikill and ingenuity of your manufadurers ; and laftly, by the induf- 
try of your people. 

In military force, beddes a gallant and well-trained militia, 
headed by officers taken from the higheft ranks of the community, 
and towards whom I hope the nation will never be wanting in gra- . 
titude : a i^anding army was on foot, as coniiderable as the nature of 
pur Conftitution ought ever to maintain, and commanded by fkilful 
and experienced officers, which, added to the difcipline and fpirit of 
the foldiery, placed it in a rank to be inferior tp none ; and this I 
pronounce on the teftimonies of many of the heft authority. And 
pur natural defence and pride, our fleet, was manned at that time 
by brave feamen, anxious to furpafs the naval feats of their prede- 
ceffors ; and they have had the opportunities of (hewing themfclves 
to be fuperior to all thofe of every other power. 

But wherefore ftiould I detain your Lordfliips with dull ftate- 
nients of my own, when I can fo readily refer you to Mr. Pitt's 
fpeech in 1792, which I have often before alluded to, but which 
cannot be too often mentioned, as it ftands in prints the moft bril- 
liant and captivating picture of our a<9ual profperity at that time, 
and alfo of our well-grounded expe61ations for progreflive improve- 
ment, to be brought through the medium of a fifteen-years peace, 
v^hich might, from the fituation of Europe at that moment, be pre- 
didled more confidently than at any other that had ever been. How 
fhe Minifter came to depart from this tantalizing profpedt, which 
was founded on fuch fair and true reckoning, and which he clearly 
felt to be fo, he has much to anfwer to his own confcience, as well 
9S to the country. I truft that it was not, as his enemies fuggeft, 
from a luft gf powerr This would;, indeed^ be a facrificc at tho 
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Ihrine of inordinate ambition much more criminal than the fipcnzj of 
Medea, which caufed her to exclaim, 

■ '^ Video melioray prologue ; 
** Deteriora Jequor.^^ 

But what is your prefent fitu^tion ? Let mc pafs over, with all pof- 
fible difpatch, the fad and dreadful talc : the words of the noble 
Duke's motion will aflift me, as they recapitulate the long firing of 
difafters in order, and muft have already raifed in your LordQiips* 
breafts the lively impreflTions of their truth— Would that your 
Lordihips would be roufed from thence to take that part which the 
nation has a right to exped from you ! 

Great Britain is ftript of, or deferted by, every ally on the Con- 
tinent that could bring any effential aid : the laft of whom, and an 
ally, whofe exertions might fairly be boafted of, if report fays- true, 
and this Houfe has no other information, is juft not our enemy. 
The Bank of England, owing ta the mod unaccountable and fatal 
inattention, or rather negleft on the part of the Lords of the Xrea- 
fury, of the ftate of the circulating fpecie of the kingdom, when 
many fchcnws might have been propofed, probably to prevent,, ce^r 
tainly to lefifen, the alarming confequences which have followed— 
This Bank of England has received a wound, even in fpite of the 
repeated reprefentations of the Diredlors on the mifchief which 
muft arife from, the bullion exported, and the excefTive amount of 
the fums advanced to Government, together with a blot, which all 
the ^waters of Lethe will never be able to expunge; I mean by 
the cfFedt of the Order of Council. The hand of power has ap- 
peared ftretched out againft the Bank, where a fagacious Statefman, 
if driven to the meafure, would, at leaft, have fo conduced it as to 
have anfwered the fame end, and have fpared this indelible ftain on 
the char^dler and nature of the Bank. 

Saint Domingo alone, without many conflifls, and no battle 
fought, befides the millions there laviflied in the moft wild and un- 
juftifiable of all attempts, has (what is tlill more lamentable) proved 
to be a grave for the greater part of the troops font thither, fo that the 
remnant is but the fkeleton of our once-noblp army. * The num- 
bers, both of officers and men, who have fucceflively fallen viflims to 
dire difeafcs in that horrid clifiiate, exceed what would be credited.^ 
Their relatives have to thank the wild and weak projedt of a rafti 
and incompetent Minifter, who may poflibly ftill with infenfibility 
anfwer, that fuch is the chance of war. I do not dare acquaint 
your Lordfhips to what a fmall number is reduced the regular in- 
fantry p England* The Minifter ought to be aware of it 5 and I 
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know what it is; and I now mention it as a warning to the noble Lord 
in office, that he, with his colleagues, may not be weakening this 
cffential defence ftill farther by. employing them on more fatal pro- 
jects ; when it is, and ought to be, the principal of all mcafures to 
-give fecurity at home. The melancholy ftate of the navy affords a 
frcfli proof of the incapacity and want of fagacity of Adminiftration 
—who was there, except themfclves, who did not fee the propriety 
and neceffity of affiftingin fome fuitable way the feamen, when, at 
the moment, of the high price of provifions, confidcrable indulgencies 
were dircdted for the foldiers ? But it will poffibly be afked, if 
thefe matters were fo palpable, how happened it, that thofe, who 
were of that opinion, were fo totally filent on the fubjcdt r — for the 
plaineft of all reafons : bccaufe the Lords in office, and their fol- 
lowers, would have been happy to have held fuch perfons out as the 
fomenters of mutiny and fcdition. 

As to Ireland : "That kingdom muft be confidered to be in fo 
critical a ftate, that unlcfs a reform, a temperate reform in Parlia- 
ment, and a full emancipation of the Catholics, together with a total 
change of the men who now conda<5 the affairs in that country, 
take place, and dire<31y, if it be not now too late, we (hall foon fee 
tl\at Ireland added to the lift of Republics, which the fatal mca- 
fures of our Minifters have been the caufe of eredling and cftablifti- 
ing all over Europe : but with this difference, that if a Revolution 
takes place in Ireland, it will inevitably produce a Revolution in 
Great Britain. Of no pofition in politics was I ever fo affured of 
as of this, I proteft : an axiom from which no arguments will ever 
be able to withdraw my rcafon. To prevent thefe grcateft of evils 
extending hither, it will be wife to oppofe the only effedlive remedy, 
which I earn^ftly recommend to the coql and difpaffionate confidera- 
tion of all your lyordlhips : I mean a temperate Parliamentary Re- 
form in this country, without which the Conftitution will flip from 
tinder us ; and that great and fagacious Statcfman, who delivered in 
another place that inimitable argument in favour of Parliamentary 
Heform, might have added to the names of Montejquleu and 
Machlavely that ftill more revered for wifdom, the name of our 
Lord Bacon, than whom there was not a more ftrenuous advocate 
for the frequent revifal and corrections of all national inftitutions^ 
maintaining always^ that every human fabric or eftablifhment was 
fubjedl to that decay and corruption, which lapfe of, time would ne- 
ceffarily produce. 

Thus have thefe Minifters, who have hitherto been controlled in 
nothing, brought the nation from the upper ftep of its greatnefs down 
by rajpid degrees to the loweft^ where we now ftand^ and arc loc&irg 
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up with doubts> whether we flill poflefs virtue, public and private> 
fufBcient to carry us up the ftcep and rugged hill we have in view, 
and which muft be climbed. 

Is there any one, to whom it need be faid, that this chain of dif- 
aftcrs can no more have fallen out by chance, and the common fate 
of war, than the beautiful globe we walk on, could have been pro- 
duced under an Epicurean fyftem, by a fortuitous" concurrence of an 
infinity of atoms ? No, my Lords \ let us not condemn chance for 
our fituation, nor for our fufFerings : the Mtniftcrs are before you 
who brought you hither. Your Lordfhips have to this day given 
them your fupport : many of you, I doubt not, from laudable na- 
tives ; and, if you could diveft ypurfelves of falfc notions of deli- 
cacy, would, I am perfuaded, profcfs that you had been mifled, and 
would haften the more to do all the good of which you are fo capable. 
The confidence that has hitherto been given, from whatever motives 
proceeding, has proved fatal — ^Wifdom is at no time more confpl- 
cuous, nor more amiable, than in the acknowledgment of error. 
But all fupport given to the fame Minifters from this moment, the 
public has a right to confidcr to be given with open eyes, and there- 
fore to involve the perfon equally with the Minifter, in the gpilt of 
every future fatal projefl. 

As to myfelf, I folemnly proteft, that no confidcration that the 
world can offer would ftand in competition with the comfort 1 feel ; 
that fo far from having abetted the pernicious counfels which have 
brought on the downfall of the empire, I- have, to the bcft of my 
little ability, endeavoured by every conftitutional means to prevent 
them. * 

Thus have I difcharged my duty to the King, to my Country, 
and to myfelf; for I was early perfuaded that a perfeverancc in 
thefe pernicious mcafures would endanger the Crown itfelf, injure 
or overthrow the Conftitution. I would leave every man without 
cxcufe, who, forefeeing the gathering ftprm, did not exert himfelf to 
avert the dreadful confequcnces.* 

If this motion is to be received at this alarming period, with the 
fame cold indifference, which has been (hewn by the Houfe in days 
lefs difaftrous ; and, if I fee an unconftitutional confidence, become 
now by events infinitely more unconliitutional, ftill continued to the 
fame degree towards Minifters, after fo evident proof of their re- 
peated mifufe of it — for one, I (hall not think it neccfTary for my- 
felf to trouble your Lordfhips, in that cafe, any more. Before I 
retire, to fortify my own mind againfl the calamities which are faft 
approaching, and to prepare my family for that which they will pro- 
bably have to uniicrgp, I ^all think it to be a duty incun^bent on 
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roc, to lay before my Sovcrirign, the rcafons for my condud; flat- 
tering myfelf that I (hall be allowed that gracious hearing, which 
His Majefty has fo often given formerly to one, from whofc tongue 
he never heard but the didates of the heart as finccrely as they arc 
now delivered to your Lordfhips. 

Lord ROMNEY faid, that he differed with the noblo Duke who 
had juft fat down in every article he had mentioned, except the fin- 
cerity which he profefled, and of that he had as high an opinion as 
it wais poflible. He aflferted, that the war was what it had been 
always ftated to be by His Majcfly's MiniAers,^ and thofe who fup« 
ported them, both juft and neccflary. That,fo far from its being 
an unfuccefsful'or difaftrous war, he thought it exa6lly the reverfc 4 
and that the valour of Engliihmen had never been more confpicii-* 
oufly difplayed than in the courfe of the prcfent war. His Lord« 
ihip faid, that the language of defpondency, which had been (6 
often reforted to in that Houfc, he was convinced had been of the 
greateft diflfervice and detriment to the caufe of this country, and he 
hoped it would henceforward be laid afide. Looking upon the 
war in the light he did, he could not by any means agree with the. 
fentiments laid down either by the noble Duke who fpoke laft, or 
the noble L>uke who made the motion. He could not think of 
voting for the addrefsj becaufe' it contained language which lie 
thought was pregnant with the moft pernicious confequences. One. 
paflfage of it contained th.efe words, fpeaking of the People of Ire- 
land, " that oppreffid People.** Thefe words he thought very 
wrong. What would be faid by the People of Ireland, if this ad- 
drefs was voted, and thereby got abroad, that this Houfe think the 
People of Ireland an opprejjid People ? I^t might be attended with 
the moft mifchievous efFed^s. The noble Duke who made the 
motion, had mentioned our having loft all our allies. It was true 
we had fo, but no Englifhman could fairly find fault with our mag* 
nanimous and auguft ally the Emperor, who had certainly^ ventured 
every thing for this country, and continued the alliance to the laft 
moment it-was ip his power. This, was not the time for removing 
Minifters. If the country was wounded in its vitals, as repre- 
fented, it did not (ignify whether it fell under this or another Ad« 
miniftration. He was of opinion that the late mutiny on board 
the fleet was owing to French intrigues, and that it would one day 
be proved to be fo. If the failors were not true to their country, 
its fituation was defperate indeed ; but if they were, then we might 
dify the combined attack of every nation upon earth. 

The Earl of GUILFORD was not afraid of contradidHon 

%hen I\e ftated that at no time this AfTcmbly was called upon to 

Vol. IIL D rf 
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deliberate in a fituation more critical, or upon a queftion of fo 
great moment. 'That the country w as placed in a fituation of dif- 
trcfs and calamity beyond all parallel, it was idle to tak;e-up time 
in demonftrating. If there ^erc any who doubted the h&f he 
called upon them to look to the continent of Europe, and in Portu- 
gal, to behold the miferable remnant of a vaft and expenfivc alli- 
ance fupported by which we had cooKncnccd the war. But the de- 
fcrtion of our allies was rtot all. We had to contend againft a 
formidable enemy with powers cemented by^refiftance, and in pof- 
feffion of great and numerous armies, without one fpot againft which 
to turn them, except his Majefty's dominions. He called upon 
them alfo, not to overlook our internal fituation, and to recur to 
the vaft prcffurc of the enormous debt under which the country 
groaned. — But it was needlcfs to diftrefs their Lordfhips' feelings 
by enumerating the various inftances of calamity which met the eye 
of the moft cautious beholder. The failure of the Bank, which 
at one time would have been regarded as the greateft misfortune 
which the country could fuffcr, was now the leaft e'^il which it had 
to encounter. To the mifconducS of Minifters he afcribed the ag- 
gregate fum of that calamity. They were now called upon to take 
fome ftep which might afford a chance of falvation. He befeeched 
them to make fome effort to prove that they were not dead to the 
feelings of the people, or blind to the fituation of the ftate. The 
noble Duke had propofed to carry an addrefs to His Majefty as a 
preliminary ftep to any meafure by which the falvation of the coun- 
try could be afFedted ; and in this addrefs he moft heartily con- 
curred. His fupport he ftated to reft upon the following grounds : 
The firft cfFeft which was likely to flow from this addrefs was im- 
mediate peace, without which there was no hope or chance of falva- 
tion. Under the prefent Adminiftration, was there any man fo 
fanguine as to hope that peace could be obtained ? He (hould not 
notice the miferable farces which, under the name of negotiation, 
had been alked at .Bafle and Paris, nor the unfuccefsful journey of 
Mr. Hammond, to Vienna. But was there a'noble Lord in that 
Houfe, or a man in the country, who did not feel immediately upon 
the Emperor -s concluding a feparatc peace, a negotiation ftiould have 
been opened at Paris, for the purpofc of fecuring a peace for this 
country ? If we had not had our financial embarraflTments to con- 
tend with, common prudence would have didlated' fuch a meafure. 
But this wa^ not the moft forcible argument upon which it refted. 
It was unneccffary for him to call the attention of their Lordfhips 
to circumftanccs, in the prefent ftate of the country, of greater mo- 
«nt and far more prefling urgency; Bcfidcs the cfFcft of imnic- 
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diatc peace, the mcafurc would be produflivc of the mo(l beneficial 
confequenccs upon the kingdom at large. Their Lordfhips were 
not unacquainted with the prefent critical fituation of Ireland. The 
great body of thofe who had been a few years ago friends to Parlia- 
mentary Reform and Catholic Emancipation, were now united with 
the few, who at that time wi (bed a fcparation from this country : 
and a great party, tfnder the name of united Iri(hmen, were at this 
moment ready to join any ftandard under which they could find re- 
lief and proteftion. The difmiffal of His Majefty's Minifttfrs 
would be followed by conceflfions to the difafFeflcd in that kingdom, 
which operating in conjund^ion with the reftoration of peace, would 
allay difcontcnt and remove the dread of a fepa ration. The fyfteni 
of Mlnifters was calculated to produce that unfortunate event, and 
the delay of peace went in aid of the other meafures which they 
were purfuing. His Lordfliip next confidercd the cffcQ. of the ad- 
drefs upon the ifland of Great Britain. He did not think that the 
opinions, for the fuppreflion of which we had gone to w3r, had loft 
any ground in the courfe of the laft five years. He did not fuppofc 
it would be contended, that thefe opinions had fufFered much from 
the influence either of our arms or of our laws. Did they not fee, 
he afked, that revolutionary opinions, and revolutionary meafures 
were gaining upon them every hour ? Some great change, he ven- 
tured to predict, was near at hand. That change, whenever it 
fliould happen, or of whatever nature it would be, he truftcd would 
tend to the advantage' of the country. Had they really fo little dif- 
cernment to fuppofe, that the people would fubmit to live under a 
conftitution without inquiry, which in the courfe of five months had 
brought upon them calamities unprecedented in their nature, incal- 
culable in extent ? He was not fo unreafonable as to fuppofe that 
a war of great and unexampled magnitude could be condudVcd with- 
out a vaft expcnce : but he was unreafonable enough to expc(S that 
Parliament ftiould exercife fome control over that expence. He 
wMhcd to pafs no heavier a cenfure upon the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer than the Chancellor of the Exchequer had paffed upon 
thofe Minifters who had gone before him. How far that cenfure 
extended their Lordfhips would fee by recurring to the Report of 
the Committee of finance, in 1782, which he recommended to 
their perufal. They would there find that Mr. Pitt had made grie- 
vous complaints againft all. the fyftems of finance which haJ ever 
been adled upon, and to which he himfelf afterwards recurred. 
They would there find that extraordinarics" were called litt]:^ rLls 
than money raifed without the confetit, and expended \\'..\."/. ♦. .. 
krtowledge of Parliament. They would find in that hc/ji: .: . : 
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conduft of the former Adminiftration^condemned upon examination, 
and the condudl of the prcferit condemned in anticipation. To all 
the other efFeds, therefore, which the meafure propofed by the no- 
ble Duke would prodqce, would be added a correction of the extra- 
vagance in blood and treafure, for which the prefent, beyond all 
former Adminiftrations, had been diflinguifted. There was ano- 
ther topic upon which he ^und himfelf called upon to fay a few 
words, namely, the expediency of a^ reform in the reprefentafion of 
this country. He had long differed upon this fubjeft with gentle- 
men for whofe opinions he had a great refpcfl ; and though many of 
his doubts were removed, and he had by no means the fame terror 
of the plan as fome others, he confeffed he was not a convert to the 
meafure. He confidered it as a remedy weak and ineffeSual for 
the complicated evils of which they had to complain, and therefore 
he could not recommend it as a cure for the difeafed ftate of the 
Commonwealth. He bcfecched their JLordftiips, however, to weigh 
well how they voted on this evening. He bcfeeched them, if they 
diffented from the addrcfs, not to be contented with merely nega- 
tiving it. If they approved of the fyftem upon which Minifters 
had been afling, he befceched them publicly to announce it, and 
to fay fomething in their favour— Their caufe, he affured them, 
needed fupport. He entreated them to declare if they thought fo, 
that their condufl had been able, upright and economical, that their 
alliances had been well chofen, and that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had been right in promifing to pay the advances from the 
Bank to Government, and in braking his engagement as often as It 
was made. Jf, however, they treated this motion with filent con- 
tempt, or got rid of it by a fimple negative, he ftiould feel it ridicu- 
lous to propofc any other meafure, or to trefpafs upon their patience 
with a repetition of the fame propofal, till he had fome better 
profpeft of fuccefs. 

Lord AUCKLAND obferved, that he differed extremely with 
the noble Lords who argued for a Reform of Parliament, but he 
thought it ufelefs to trouble the Houfe by a minute difcuffion of a 
fubjedl which had been fo frequently the topic of public animadvcr- 
fion. He controverted the financial ftatements of the noble Duke 
who brought forward the motion, both with refpe<3 to the total 
amount of thp expenccs of the war, and to the prudence of the rc- 
fpeflivc taxes. There was, in his opinion, one fource from which 
the prefent gloomy fituation of affairs might be juftly fuppofed to 
originate. It was an eafy tafk to depreciate the value of the ad- 
vantages poffeffed by the nation, and to reprefent matters totally 

ntrary to what they in fad were. To that fixed fyftem of appa- 
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rent defpondcncy and artificial melancholy, aflfumed for the purpofe 
of introducing new principles, he would, without hefitation, afcribe 
a confiderable part of the momentary embarraffment of the country. 
Rit while our navy, our army, and our trade, were under-rated in 
that falfe efthnate, which was alone conducive to the introduflion of 
anarchy, the noble Lords who talked in fuch melancholy flraint 
fcemed to forget that we had deftroyed the navy, the commerce, and 
the foreign poiTeflions of France. He could not, therefore, too 
pointedly reprobate a fyftcm which raifed the power of the enemy 
at the expence of our own, and in which the poverty of the country, 
not the opulence of it, was continually held out to infpire fentiments 
incompatible with Englifti glory and independence. It formed^ 
however, a fubje£l of infinite confolation to him, that the defperatc 
and gloomy ftate of the nation was only to be found in the defperatc 
and gloomy fpeeches delivered in Parliament. A noble Duke (the 
Duke of Athol) had declared that he believed there was French 
gold at the bottom of a late mutiny ; he was free to ftate, that he 
pcrfeflly coincided in that opinion ; yet he felt it an a<3 of jufticc 
to declare, that the Great Ipody of the Britifti feamen were far above 
fuch paltry confideration, ahd completely impenetrable to the moft 
wily arts of fcdudion. 

The Earl. of SUFFOLK entertained fentiments diametrically 
oppofire. Thefe were not times to remain in fallen filence. * He 
who had the good of his country at heart ought to come forward, 
and fpeak out. He reprobated Mtniftry for, forcing the country to 
the extremity of danger, and fupportcd the motion as a ftep towards 
the falvation of the country. It was idle nonfcnfe to fay, that Eng- 
land did not at this time fuffcr from the moft alarming internal 
diforders, from which (he could be extricated only by a fppedy 
change of Men and meafures. If, however, thofe in power had 
the folly to deny the exiftiince of fuch circumftancear in England, 
let them turn their eyes to Ireland, wh^rc they would find much to' 
fear and much to lament. He wifhed to be informed, whether on 
this fubjeft the noble Secretary of State meant to perfeverd in 
filence? If he had no intention of anfwering the important queftions 
which had been put to him refpedting the ftate of the fifter king- 
dom, he felt himfelf called upon by a fcnfe of the duty which he 
owed to His King and Country, to communicate to the Houfe and 
the public, the private inform'ation which he had upon the fubjcdt. 

[The noble Earl having fat down, no' reply was made by Lord 
Granville, but there was a general call for the queftion J 

The Earrof SUFFOLK faid, he could not fuffer the qucftion 
to be put without communicating to tlie Houfe the information 
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which he had from a refpc£lable quarter about. the ftate of Ireland. 
He fhould therefore read a part of a letter upon that fubje<S, which 
he had received from Brigadier General Cooke, an officer of ac- 
knowledged worth and talents. 

Lord SYDNEY doubted much of the propriety of the noble 
Earl reading a part of a letter from a private frichd of his own, 
which was not written with'a view to be laid before the Houfc. 

The Earl of SUFFOLK replied, that that ought to be left to 
his difcrction, and proceeded to read the letter, in which Ireland 
was ftated to be " really almoft in a ftate of infurreclion ; that, 
** whenever the fword was drawn, all was over; arid that tP^c 
" country "Was not in a much better ftate of defence than before 
«' Chriftmas." 

The Earl of WESTMORLAND called the noble Lord to 
order, as giving the opinion of a nrvilitary officer upon the infuffi- 
cxent ftate of the defence of Ireland. 

The Earl of SUFFOLK declined proceeding with the letter, 
as the Houfe did not feem difpofed to receive the information it 
contained. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN exprefled his furprize that Mi- 
nifters would not give the public any fatisfadlioh upon fubjedis fo 
interefting to the country, arwl that they even carried their difpofi- 
tlon to fecrecy fo far that they put a negative upon information, 
when it was offered from another quarter. As they had, however, 
been fo forward in fuppreflTing the information w^hich was difinte- 
reftedly offered by his noble and worthy friend, who had juft fat 
down, he did not confider it as prefumptuous to expec^ that they 
would have the gracious copdefcenfion to give what they themfelvcs 
thought fafe to be given. He wifhed rather to hear than to fpeak, 
and he had come down on this day, prepoffeffed with an idea, that 
fome notice would be given by His Majefty's Miriifters, that a ne- 
gotiation had commenced between this Country and France, or at 
leaft that overtures for^'a negotiation had been made by His Ma- 
jefty's Minifters. Had this been announced he fhould not have 
troubled them on the prefent evening ; he confcffcd that he had no 
other ground for the fuppofition, than general report, which to a 
willing mind was often apt to go for more that it was worth. What 
could retard propofitions for negotiation, he was utterly at a lofs to 
divine ; the original caufes of the war no longer exifted ; we had 
no longer the opening of the Scheldt to refift ; the fate of the Low 
Countries, he was afraid, was already decided ; deferred by all our 
allies, we had only our own intcreft to care for ; the caufe of the 
delay therefore, to him, was utterly inexplicable. Minifters furcly 
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could not be aflufed enough to be waiting for the mediation of (otint 
northern power, who knew nothing about the fettlcments which 
were to be the fubje^l of difcuffion between this Country and 
France ; befidcs, in nine caufes out of ten, thcfe mediations tended 
rather to retard than accelerate the objeft to which they were di- 
rected. Allies, now we had none! He trufted that they had not 
the madncfs to attempt to make A'uftria renew the conteft. He 
reminded ihem of the bad faith of the allies with which we had 
acted before, notwithftanding the firm perfuafion expreffcd by His 
Majefty*s Minifters of their undoubted honour and fincerity ; he 
remembered its having been ftated, that it was quite impoflible for 
the King of Sardinia to defert us. He was told alfo that the Mi- 
ni Aers bf his Pruffian Majcfty were the beft and moft honourable 
Minifters in Europe ! when he had talke<j of a fubfidy being fent to 
the King of Pruflia, Minifters exclaimed, " Subfidy ! Do you call 
it a fubfidy ? It is a cheap economical contfaft." They had had 
plenty of contrafts of this nature ; whether the Pruflian contradl 
was a cheap one or not he could not fay ; perhaps it was more eco- 
nomical than fome of thofc which had been entered into in Saint 
Domingo. Auftria, our moft faithful ally, had alfo deferted us. 
But perhaps it might be faid, ** it is an ill wind that blows nobody 
good," and that as we have hitherto been fending money out of the 
country we may now expetfl that it will r<5turn. He expedled to 
hear that the Bank of Vienna, upon the return of peace, would 
have refumed its payments, and that not only the intercft of the 
money we had lent to the Emperor would be punctually paid, but' 
that the capital would be gradually liquidated. " Not one word 
fays the noble Secretary to this," exclaimed the Marquis. " I fee 
he fmiles, however. It is really good fun ! Well he may laugh 
at having fo dexteroufly cheated the country out of fix millions of 
money, and the country defer ves to be cheated while they fubmit to 
be taxed in wind and in air without one murmur againft the au- 
thors of the oppreflTion." As to the profpeds of peace, he obferved, 
that he had the fin upon his head of believing that the Frdich Go- 
vernment were always inclined to pacification ; and he recommended 
it to His Majefty*s Minifters to make a declaration ftating their in- 
clination to enter into negotiation, which, if it ferved no other pur- 
pofe, would at leaft folve a problem w'hich never yet had been folved, 
namely, what we were fighting for } He adverted with much feve- 
rity upon the filence of Minifters when their meafures were attacked, 
and upon the myftcry in which they attempted to involve every thing 
that was paffing in the country. The prcfent calamities might be 
all traced to the myftcrious conduft of His Majefty's IVIiniftcrs. In 
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the laec bufinefs of the feamen, that kind of ftate myAery had partU 
cularly prevailed which uniformly proved mifchievous to the com- 
munity. He would maintain that loyalty was the chief feature of 
that valuable clafs of men, and they carried their idea of it fo far 
that it became a neccflary ingredient in their fongs, and in all their 
merriment. They of courfc could pot be eafily led to entertain 
doubts of the fincerity of His Majefty's Minifters with rcfpeft to 
the conceflions they demanded, were they not in a certain degree 
warranted by the dilatory conduS of Government on that very im- 
portant occafion, and by the want of publicity and difpatch, to give 
chei^ fatisfa£lion. He (hould remind their Lordfhips, tbat he had, 
about two years ago, dated the necefTity of reformation in the navy, 
but his fuggcdion had not been attended to. He was juftiBed in 
declaring, on" the authority of the ableft and moil enlightened men 
in Ireland, that that country was then placed in a (ituation of the 
mod imminent danger. He had in his pocket the refolutions lately 
entered into on that interefting fubjedi by the*^gentlemen of the bar 
of Dublin, than whom there did not any where cxift a more im- 
partial, more independent, or more enlightened fet of men. It 
was not yet published in this country, and though he (hould not now 
trefpafs on their Lordftiips by a perufal of it, he would earncftly re- 
commend it to their future ferious attention. They dated, in the 
moft energetic and admirable language, the vaft picriU to which that 
opprefled nation was fubje£led. Since he had alluded to thefe re- 
iblutionis, he was concerned to find that a noble Duke (the Duke 
of Portland) was not then in his place, as he might, from having 
the fubjeft of the refolutions recommended to his confideration, 
reap confidcrable benefit from attending to them. But, perhaps, 
the noble Duke was employed in a more intereding manner. It 
was not improbable but he might be then engaged in fettling the 
.parifli rates of Mar}'- le- bonne, or in fpeculating on the probable 
advantages ariiing from a revolution, on the fame principles of 
profit, as thofc by which his Dutch anceftors acquired their poffef- 
iions. He could not, he was convinced, exprefs in a manner too 
forcible, the dangers likely to arife from the meafures purfucd by 
His Majefty's Minifters with refpeft to Ireland. They were evi- 
dently laying the foundation of animofity between both kingdoms, 
by fending over troops thither ; and here he (hould recommend to 
His Majefty's Minifters the advice given by Mr. Neckar, to Kings 
on the fubjedl of coertion. That wife Statcfman ftrongly advifed 
them not to provoke the people ; to avoid, with the utmoft caution, 
coercion of every kind, and to adopt conciliatory meafures, even in 
cafes of the moft prelCng nature, as the moft efFeclual means to 
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fMkc their fubjcds coolly with their juft view^y and reconcile 
them to a (late of peace and tranquillity. Buonaparte had unqaeff> 
tionably been the mod formidable enemy this country had to con^ 
tend with. That celebrated General had over-run a vaft extent of 
country, and reduced upwards of two millions of people ; and whQ 
had been the caufe of thofe fucceffes ? Certainly the noble Lor4 
(Grenville) who had provoked hl>{lilitiesy and who by the fame mode 
of reafoning, had even outdone Buonaparte ; for the Frenchs had» 
by his friendly affillance, not only added to their territory three timcf 
the extent of territory acquired by Buonaparte, but had alfo expc* 
rienccd an increafe of three times the number of their population* 
The noble Lord might, therefore, be juftly entitled to have a (latiiff 
credcd to him in the Pantheon, for achievements in favour of the 
French Republic ; and Buonaparte himfelf could not be fuppofed to 
envy fuch a meafure, to the merit of which he was bound, both a$ a 
friend to his country Nsind an admirer of heroifm, to fubfcribe. 

The Duke of GRAFTON took an opportunity of explaining, 
that his retiring from public bufinefs was to be underilood to be 
merely, under the prefent difadvantageous circumftances, when 
under the guidance of our prefent MinHlers, all exertion wbuld 
prove to be abortive : (till avowing, that better times^ or, indeed/ 
much worfe, would brjng him to his poft* 

Lord GRENVILLE declared his convi<aion, that the melan- 
choly tone of diftrefs which was imputed to the country, began and 
ended with the noble Lords who fupported the motion. He had 
particularly forborne to enter into the confideration of the queftipn> 
that other pcrfons might decide on the merits of it, rather than that 
he himfelf (hould be forced to enter into, a juftiBcation of his own 
condudt, and of thofc with whom he had the honour to cu-^opcrate^ 
He would candidly admit, that were the.queflion to bcf carried in 
the affirmative, it would give him the mod ferious and heattfeU 
concern. To be deprived of the power of rendering every fervjce 
within the fcope of his abilities, both to his country and to his tnoSi 
gracious mader, would, indeed, be ihebea vielt. misfortune he could 
/pofKlbly experience. He therefore ^entertained the m0(l fanguio^ 
hopes that the queftion would be negatived, not certainly ioo ACCQunt 
of any regard or folicitude about his own perfonal views of cafe, jCpf 
the prefent time was not fit for fuch confideratlons ; but that hf 
might' remain in a fituation that would enable him to give his 
hearty and efficient fuppart to the mcafures of the Executive Go*» 
vernment for the benefit «nd bappineis of the community. To b| 
an indifl^nt fpe(9ator, would have been truly an af9i£ling thought 
lO'hifii ) biit*td-be ^ afiive fliarer at a criG& of (itch aiaagnitude ap9| 
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tijiom^nt, would operate oh his mind- as a moft confoling and fiLti^ 
fadory reflcdion. If, in faft, His Majcfty's Miniftcrs had ever 
oppofed thofe noxious political principles which aimed at the fubvcr-. 
lion of all regular Governments, they were at the prcfent moment 
more vigoroufly called upon to continue with additional alacrity and 
firmnefs that conftitutional oppotition. Since he had been thus in- 
duced to offer himfelf to their Lordfhips' attention, he (hould make 
a few remarks, on what had paffed in the courfe of the debate. The 
noble Duke, in deploring the calamities of the prefent war, and in 
enumerating the diftreffcs produced by it, had merely dated argUr 
ments which would apply with equal force againft the profccution of 
any war whatever. ^ Such a mode of reafoning might, on principles 
of a iimilar nature, go againft the fyftem of warfare altogether, how- 
ever juft, however called for by the moft imperious neceffity. But 
did the noble Duke's argument apply to the prefent war, which had 
not ohly been commenced on the ground of abfolut^ neceffity, but 
had been approved of by a vaft majority of the country, and profe- 
cuted through all its various ftages with the concurring and moft de- 
ciiivc approbation of Parliament ? He believed, that the noble 
Duke was the firft man that ever proceeded to move any vote of 
cenfure againft Minifiers without giving them feme previous notice 
of it. But he had chofcn to a£t a part peculiar to himfelf, and had 
thought proper to ground his accufation on the excefs of expences, 
which, from their nature, it was totally impofllble to forefee, or to 
provide for by certain eftimates. With refpeft to the fubfidics made 
to Pruffia, on which a noble Marquis (Marquis of Lanfdown) had 
been pointedly fevere, he (hould mcrel;^ obferve, that without any 
allufioh to the various benefits that might be derived from that mea- 
furc, there was one in which men the moft oppofitc in political fen- 
timents couldfcarceiy think differently, and that confifted in its being 
the beft mode of hiring; troops for. thfe piiblit fervice; With refpc6t 
to*oufalliane^;with Auftria, couJcL.the noble. Marquis contend that 
JWchad.4i6t,<by th^* wifdom of that proceeding, gained great and fuc- 
ceffivc advantages. to the rcalMinteref^s of 'th^ nation L Thfe noble 
]j9rds whOvfupported thd. motion,. 'confidered it as a fettled ppint^ 
that the renxpvalof Minifters would be grateful to the public mind.; 
bot. would they alfo affirm,, that it would be equally grateful to the 
public m?nd, if they themfelves were to' occupy the place of Admi- 
niftratipn ? Thecohdudt of His Majiefty!s Minifters had fuccecded 
in preventing that anarchy to which the .language of thofe who op- 
pofed them ftrongly tended. He had,, for.his own part, often heard, 
th^t Revolutionary ideas and principlcs.had .made a conSderabte pro* 
te{s4<ivtjie^country, but to. what bcddlcngtbs tbfsy e)(4iended| h& had 



May 30. J DEBATES. .1 tt» 

until that night little conception. What, he would aflc, was the 
condud of the fame noble Lords with refpcdl to the prefent (itusK 
tion of Ireland ? They rafhly propofed a dircft interference in the 
internal concerns of that l^ingdom, after a moft unqualified irecogni- 
tion of its independence. ^ If their Lotdfhips had a right to intcf-* 
fere in any cafe, that cafe could only confift in an interference to 
prote6l and maintain the rights of His Majefty^ and of the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland ; and if the Government here Had been able to fend 
any force for thcpurpofe of faving Ireland from confufion, rapine^ 
and defolation, fuch a condufl was, in his opinion>.a freffa caufe fot 
unity and amity between both nations. A noble Marquis had, in 
the warmth of expreflion, called Ireland an oppreffed country. But 
what was the nature of that oppreflion i Was it oppreffion in the 
mind of the noble Marquis, to fufFer the Legiflature of that coiia-. 
try to make laws for itfclf ? It was indeed a very ftrange topic to 
bring forward, after all the various arguments which had occurred 
on it, and after all the experience whiclY their Lordftiips muft have 
had refpedling the nature of it. But that was not all — the noble 
Marquis profefTed to talk of conciliation, and feemed defirous to 
have it confidered as his favourite theme ; yet while he dealt in pro- 
feffions he in reality fought out with uncommon induftry every prin- 
ciple of latent evil, and fhewed a rooted defirc to fruftrate the great 
end of conciliation. When, therefore,' he confidered the prefent 
fituation of public aflTairs, and turned his thoughts to all the confe* 
quences likely to refult from a bafe and fervile compliance with the 
leading dbdtrines of the day, he (hould boldly fay, that His Ma- 
jcfty's Miniftcrs would not. tamely defert that honourable poft which 
they had hitherto filled, by directing all their efforts to the prefet- 
vation of the Conftitution, and the permanent happinefs of the pco* 
pie. He fhould think it- extremely unfit for him to draw a compar 
rifon between his own capacity and that of any of the noble Lords 
who uniformly oppofed His Majefty*s Minifters ; but on thp ground 
of zeal for, the real interefta of the State, and. of a decided and un- 
aiterdble refolution, to oppofe by the moft unwearied exertions and 
the mi^ vigorous efforts, thofe principles which flruck at^e vcrj 
cxiftencc of the Conftitution, and which went to^the eftabliftiment 
of anarchy, he would maintain that he was inferior to none. A 
Reform of Parliament was a chief meafure propofed by noble Lords, 
smd to that meafure he fliould give a plain anfwer. He had cvc|r 
oppofed that innovation as a complete alteration of the Conftitution. 
He had even oppofed a temperate Reform ; but that offered for dif- 
cuffion was above all others peculiarly objeflionable. It went to 
pluck* up by the roots every, right planted by tjie Conftitution^^ it 
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wttxt to defhoy the moA eflehtlal principles of liberty and propettf 
-—it went to cftablifti diftriSsy or tq charadcrite them more pror 
perl^i departments) throughout the whole ^untry, anc^as one Memr 
ber could Only rcprefent one department, it ^rtnt to change every 
eleflion over ,the kingdom into the nature pf a Weftminfter elccr 
tion» with the benefit$ of which every one pf their Lord(hips wait 
necelTarily acquainted. Parliament, he would again and'again con- 
tend, did not poflfefs {(I unlimited, fo extraordinary a power, as to 
authorize fuch a Reform. He concluded by entreating their Lord- 
fiiips to refledl, that if they once opened the floodgate to innovation, 
the torrent of anarchy would fpread fo forcibly and fo wide, that it 
tii^ould not be in the ppwer of their Lordlhips, by oppofing their 
feeble hands as a bacrrier to dcftrqdion, to prevent the Conftitution 
from being overwhelmed in general niin. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN explained, and faid he had 
forgot the queftion of Reform in his former fpeech ; he had been a 
^end to the mcafure even before the noble Duke (Bedford) waf 
bom, and he was happy to leave it in fuch hands as thofe of his 
/Grace and of a refpcdiable Member for one of the Univcrfities itt 
the other Houfe (Sir W. Dolben), who had lately been, made a 
d^nvert. He applauded Mr. Grey's motives and manner of propo- 
fing his plan ; but he was of opinion, that any thing but a gradual 
Reform would be dangerous, and he therefore wifhed Reform to be 
ti^ide while itcould be dqqe gradually, and not to delay it till it 
would burft over all bounds. Orfthis point, the Marquis partica* 
larly recommended a wife book, juft publifhed on the French Revo* 
lotion, by M. Neckar, who gave his opinion, that if the King of 
France had conceded in time, the Revolution wpuld not havf 
ta;ken place ;. but the French Court, like the EngliCh Cabinetf re- 
fuicd making popular Reforms till it was too late. 

ITie Duke of LEEDS entreated both fides, in the moft carneft 
inanner, to proceed calmly in a difci^ion which involved in itfelf 
oonfequences of the utmoA importance. He, however, could not 
belp conceiving that the noble Secretary had, as It were, made the 
Confiitution depend for aiTiftance, not fo much upon its own intrinfic 
inerit, as upon the continuance of the prefent Minjfters in office, 
for his part, he was convinced that it depended upon no (et of men 
whatever ; and though he would not afTert that the prefent Mkiif- 
fers^ were intentionally wicked, he could not help conceiving theni 
peculiarly unfortunate. His Grace di&pproved of Parliamentary 
Reform, and exprefifed a wiih that the previous qfueftion were 
^oved ; but he declined moving it. 

Lord GRENVILLE explained* Ue £dd, if thp motion meitir 
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v^nt to the rHtieval of Sis Majcfty's Min'rfter^, he (hotild not haw 
rifen to oppofc it ; many others might undoubtedly be (bund equally 
alWc, and a great majority who would fupport thofc Minifters who^ 
jaded on the fame leading principles ; but the ground of his prefent 
oppofition was, becaufe he believed in his coofcicnce that the objedl 
of feme noble Lords was to promote, not a change of men, but a 
Rev^ution in the^country. 

Lord RAWDON (the Eart of Moira) denied that the motion 

was of a perfonal nature, and vindicated the noble Duke who made 

it on conftitutional grounds. He* for one, was not difpofed to 

afcribc to Minifters that profperity which arofe from the rtiergy of 

its merchants \ their genius and enterprifing fpi:it would ever carry 

the country to the height of profperity, if Adminiftration did not 

put bars in their bay. It was true, the motion was meant to in- 

fliif^ a penalty upon Miniftry, for the fubvcrfion of our credit, the 

difappointment of our hopes, and the failure of the objeSs of the 

war. The noble Secretary of State had oppofed I he motion left the 

Conftitutibn (hould be overturned, " but (faid the Earl of Moira) 

I (ball ever objeA to this mode of argument ; it goes to identify the 

prefent MiniAers with the Conftitution of the country, and to fink 

the confidence of the country in its own refources, and in the frame 

and form of its government ; an argument this, both fanacioutranrf 

pernicious, becaufe then, all our prefent evils and difafters ^ould be 

attributed not to Minifters, but to Government.*' W?th ttgarf t0' 

Ireland, he wiflied tofpeak with caution. When theCatholiesof Irey 

land had (hewn their loyalty at the time the French were off Bantry 

Bay, the Iri(h Government, under the influence of the Britilh Ca^ 

binct, hefitated in refufing them a community of privileges. He 

hoped, however, that it was not yet too late to conciliate ; but this 

eould not be done by any half meafures. Minifters muft (peak oof 

fairly ;md explicitly, and not leave a loop-hole for fufpicion. Hd 

denied that the affairs of Ireland were foreign to the Britilh Cabi* 

net ; and therefore (hould a convulfion happen in that country, it 

would be but juftjce to infli<S punifhment upon thofc on this fide the 

water, who had not fought to avert confequences fo ruinous. His 

LonUhip concluded with lamenting the (lumber into which the 

Houfe had fallen in a feafon of danger. 

Earl SPENGER objcfted to the motion on the fame ground 
with Lord Grenvillc, becaufe it was conneded in its objed with 
a change of meafures, which he firmly believed would prove ruinous 
to the country. If it were true that our fituation was dangerous. 
It behoved every one to cork to a rallying pointy and ftand by the 
pfta^Qied Qonftitution of the country. The tendency of the 
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noble Duke's motion, fo far from obviating cxifting difficulties, 
would, in his opinion, haftcn the ruin of the country. He lamented 
, that the affair of the feamen had been mentioned again. It was 
one of thofe queflions which, in his mindj ought not to come be- 
fore Parliament, though undoubtedly occafions might arife when 
tJis Majcfty's Minifters might be obliged to come to Parliament to 
juftify ftrong meafurcs, upon which occafion hye trufted that all 
party feelings would be laid afide, and that they would only look to 
the maintenance of the dcareft interefts of the country. 

The Earl of DARNLEY faid; the country dreaded the adop- 
tion of fcch a motion, not knowing with whom they could repofc 
unlimited confidence. He acknowledged for^e of the meafures of 
Minifters^ might be blameable, but at the fame time a uniform 
oppofition to every meafure, had induced a fufpicion in the country, 
tjiat thofe who, upon all occafions, objefled to every meafure of 
Qovernment, were encouraging other meafures hoftile to the peaco 
and conftitution of the country. Of thefe two evils, he, for one, 
would ,certaihly chufe the ]eaft. , Ireland, he feared, was in a worfc 
ftato than when he lad mentioned it, but it was brought on in a great 
degree by the difeuflTions in that Houfe and other places. 

The Duke of BEDFORD made a ihort reply. The Secre- 
tary .of. State had chofen not merely to make it a perfonal queftion, 
but hq4^i^h great modcfl:y declared that the falvationof the country 
depended on their continuance in place ! he (hould leave this decla* 
ration ta its own merits; but when the noble Lord prefumed to 
fay, that they were defirous to take the places of Minifters, arid that 
the perfons with whom he a£ied thought themfelves alone qualified 
to fill the offices of Government, the Secretary of State took upon 
him to make an infinuation not warranted by any thing that he had 
faid. He. had not harboured a notion fo vain orfo unconditutionaL 
He left fentimcnts fo overweening to other perfons. It was the 
pride of his life to have aftcd wi^h his friends, whoni he certainly 
thought men of very great and tried talents and integrity. But 
•that was no infinuation that they were the only fit perfons to be 
galled forth by His Majefty and the People in an hour fo trying. 
Of one thing only would he fpeak with confidence, and that was, 
that from the bottom of his heart, he believed that the country 
could not be favcd if the prefent men continued but a very (hort 
time longer in place. Upon the fubjcS of Parliamentary Reform, 
he faid, the plan introduced byhis honourable friend (Mr. Grey) 
had his perfedt approbation. ^ The noble Secretary had faid, that 
there were fundamental rights of the IPeople which the Parliament 
-^uld not t^kc away. They could not reform the abufps of the, rp- 
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pfefentation ! What! oot after paffing the a6b, t>{ whfch he 
would continue to fpcak as he had done before, z&s. which repealed, 
in fa£t,the Bill of Rights, and ftruckat fomeof theinofl undoubted 
and Valuable privileges of the People? 

The queftion being called for, 

The LORD CHANCELLOR rofe. He faid, that the noble 
Duke's motion was couched in terms coarfc enough w^hen it ftated' 
the " mifcrable incapacity" of Minifters ; but its main drift was 
not to criminate Minifters, for the only fair conftrudlion it could 
bear, was a wifti to introduce a new fyftem of Government. 

Having read that part of the motion relating to the fituation of 
Ireland, he aflced, whether it was to be imputed as matter of cri- 
mination in Minifters, that the Parliament of Ireland was per- 
mitted to judge for itfclf what was fit to be done for that country ? 
that they did not attempt to interfere with the independence of the 
Irifh Legiflature, and to violate a foiemn compa£t made with th^ 
pec^le of that country I From the general tenor of the motion, he 
inferred that its objeft was to promote a complete, total, and un- 
conftitutional change of fyftem, under the pretext of forwarding a 
Parliamentary Reform ; that it led to a fyftem, wilder than even 
that of univerfal fufFragc, to disfranchife all corporations, to em- 
power the Houfe of Commons to uncreate their creators, and to 
dcftroy the rights of the very men who made them Members of 
Parliament. If this fort of reform would at one fwcep annihilate 
all lay corporations, ecclcfiaftical corporations would go of courfe. 
The term freeholder had hitherto been the pride of the beft part of 
the nation ; but by the plan propofed, this was to give way to the 
more favourite term oi pot^-boilers \ they were exped^ed td^ cut up by 
the roots whatever entered into the nature of franchife -property or 
privilege, and to introduce in its ftcad the principle of an Agrarian 
Law. But it was faid, " we do not take away any man's right of 
voting; but only extend it to others \|5rho» are now without." He 
afked how the noble Duke would like the application of this doc- 
trine to his own cftates ? If they were, taken away from him, and 
at) equal right given to every pot-boiler in his village, in comn[K)n 
with himfclf ? He would remind the noble Duke and others what 
happened in France in the years 1789 and 1790; there, thofe 
who were foremoft in revolutionizing the country fell amongft the 
firft vidims of the ma;cims and prejudices which they had laboured 
toinfufe. He entreated noble Lords, therefore, to paufe ; and, 
viewing the avowed -tendency of the motion, to introduce not 
merely a change of men^ but of fyftem^ and« eventually, of Conftitu* 
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iiony he doubted not they would agree with him in giving it their 
decided negative. 

The Duke of BEDFORD, after an obfcrvation on the un- 
Ca/idid proceeding of fpeaking after his reply, denied the interprets** 
tions put by the learned Lord on the plan of Reform, and obferved 
on the fallacy of comparing the eleflive franchife, a right pofleflcd 
by individuals for the good of the whole, to private property. Did 
the noble Lord confidcr votes as private prbperty, becaufc they were 
botight and fold f It was a right which, fo far from being injured by 
being extended, would be improved, (ince extenfion would make it 
efiedual ; but. whatever objections there might be to the bill, they 
Were no arguments againft its introdudion, fince it was meant to 
print it, and leave it open for difcuflion till next yean 

The Houfc divided on his Grace's motion : 
Contents, la^ Proxies, 2 — 14. 
Not-Contcnts, 65 ; Proxies, 26 — 91- 

Thc noble Duke then entered a Proteft. 

IDisssktienT, 

Firft, ly^ecaufe, ading according to the antient pi-a^tice of the Briti/h 
Conftitution, and in conformity with its true principles, we hold the ad- 
vifcrs of the Crown to be refponfiblc for the condition of the State ; rc- 
fponfible for its internal Peace, and general good Government ; for the 
prefervs^ion of all its antient fundamental rights and liberties ; for the 
prote^ion of its commerce, of its credit, and. the various fources of its 
profperity and wealth ; for the obferrance of order, difciplinc, and obe- 
dience in all the departments of the public force ; for the honoi^r and 
fuccefs of our arms (if unfortunately engaged in war) ; for the prepon-» 
derance of the Britifh power, and for the glory and fplendour of the 
3ritifh name. Inftead of recognizing in His M^jcfty's Miniders that 
ability, forefigbt, and integrity, by vhich thefe its deareft intercfts are 
prfeferved, we have feen throughout a courfe of years, the affairs of the 
nation conduced with that incapacity, perfidy, and corruption, by 
which 9II great empires, ^rom the beginning qf the world, ha^e ^n4 
their ruin ; and which, in the particular ilate and Atualion of Great 
Britain, have nearly exhaufled its refources and its credit, and annihi- 
lated its Conftitution, which have brought (hame upon its charaAcr in 
the eyes of foreign nations, and diifufed largely among its fuhje^ mif^ 
truft in the intentions of their Governors, hatred of their power, a»d con- 
tempt for their debility. 

Second, Becaufe, encouraged by the uniform, implicit, and fatal con- 
fidence of this Houfe in the conducl of Minifters, a fyftem of Govern- 
ment hasarifen, which, if it be farther perfevered in, will render the for- 
tuned of thefe realms utterly irretrievable, even (hould wifdom and ^irtiie 
fucceed in the minds' of tkofe Minifters to ignorance ^nd wickednefs. 
That fyftem is governed by principles the very reverfe of thofc by which 
Aates and focieties have hitherto been kept together. It is grounded oa 
the do£tnne, that honour and reward is t6 attend. oil crim^e and foUy ^ 
and that men are to be entrufted with power in proportion to' their dif* 



MAr3«.] DEBATES. aif 

f 

j>o(ition to abufe it; . Such perverted maxims of poliqr take from Go- 
▼emmcnt all the fupport it derives from opinion. The opinion of ita 
confift<?ncy is loft by Minifters adopting and rejefting, as it fuitt the 
purpofe of their power, fyftcms which they alternately recommend and 
rcvQe. The opinion of its juftice is deftroyed from feeing that power 
depends^ on a principle which confounds the firft diftin^kions of right 
and wrong. All opinion of its vigour and efficiency js loft in the daily 
infults to its authority, to which they are compelled to fubmit. Every 
fpecies of diforder is hence introduced. The example of thofe who 
govern is followed by thofe who obey. Nubing regular or orderly it 
found in the intercourfe between Suljf& and Sovereign* State necefftty^ infiead 
of being referred for occafions of the loft emergency^ is reforted to as the con^ 
fiant^ and every-day pradice of Executive lAdminiJlraiion* In/fuch afyftem 
there is neither order nor freedom; and it is the energy of freedom alone 
that can rcfift with effeft the zeal of fancied fuperiority of military 
means. Where no power is left to correft the vices of an ill-admiml- 
teredCommonwealtli, nothing will" remain to. oppofe to the enterprizct 
of a foreign enemy. 

Third, Becaufe to fuffcr ourfelves to be f6und by a foreign enemy in 
this diftrafted condition, when we have the means of avoiding it, fcems 
to us highly impolitic, and wantonly to call down deftru6lion upon the 
StatCc We fee nothing in the prefent Minifters fo valuable as to induce 
Us to rifque, for their prefervation, any part of the common intcreft. 
They have already kindled, by their odious perfecution of the Catholics 
in Ireland, the flames of civil difcord in that country. We believe that' 
9n immediate change of men and of meafures would yet preferve the com- 
mon ties by which the ^wo countries are united. If, unhappily, meafures 
of intolerance are to be fuftained by the fword, and if that oppreffed 
country be torn from the Britifh Crown, as A^merlca was fevered from 
our empire, rather than that thcfe Minifters ftiould incur the lofs of their 
offices, we are unable to fee in what Great Britain would be the gainer. 
If an Invafion of thefe realms ftiould be the refult of delaying to open a 
fincere negotiation for peace, fully as we rely lipon the zeal and bravery 
of our countrymen for the event, we do not conceive that the mifchief 
of fuch an attempt would in any degree be compenfated by finding, at the 
clofe of it, thofe Minifters ftill in their offices. Above all things, wc 
deem it highly inexpedient that any numerous oi' important clafs of the 
people ftiould, in fo perilous a moment, conceive themfelves to be placed 
in the alternative between foreign conqueft» and domeftic ufurpation. . 
We think that in this crifis, no excufe is left for not calling forth the 
whole wifdom, and ali that remains of the energy of the Briiifti nation-; 
that it is among the crimes of thefe Minifters that they have exhau&ed, in 
idle alarms for faftious purpofes, thofe refoiirces which ought to have 
been preferved whole and unbroken, to meet the difafters which are im- 
pending over us ; and for having fet up a cry of loyalty againft liberty, 
to the deftru6lion of that real ftrength, by which alone our (hores and our 
altars can, in the laft extremity, be defended. 

Foui*th, Becaufe fuch a fyftem is dangerous to our prefent fafety and 
exiftence as an Independent State, and the fupport uniformly given to 
it, tends to degrade and vilify this. Houfe in the opinion of the People. 
For the firfttime in our^hiftory, the continuance of a Minifter in office, 
feems to be made a con^itiop of the Conftitution. If that Minifter, after 
having reduced his country to the loweft ebb of ftiame and mifery, ftialh 
continue to receive and to difpeufe all trufts, honours, and emolumcots, 

Vot. III. F f 
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and to be fupportcd in his abandoned courfes by tbis Houfe, no motive 
will remain to love and reverence a Conftitution exhibited in thefe colours 
to the People, through the medium of this Houfe. Feeling no intercft 
in our proceedings, they will lofe all refpeft for our charadler, and all be- 
lief in our honour. 

Fifth, Brecaufe we believe the prefent Minifters to be utterly incom- 
petent to the cure of the evils they have produced. As the principles on 
which they made the war offer no profpe6l for its fuccefs, thofe on which 
they have hitherto negotiated for peace, afford no hope for its attain- 
ment. As the improvidence and incapacity with which they have con- 
dueled the war have contributed fo largely to produce the calamitous 
iituation of Europe, and to build up the prodigious power of the French 
Republic, we conceive that they poffefs not the means of obtaining fafe 
or honourable terms of peace for this country. We cannot expe<?t that 
they will hereafter cherifh or encourage that fpirit of Liberty, under 
which, in former times, our greatnefs has grown and been matured. We 
are rather imprcffedj, with the fear, that under the fame pretences which 
have caufed all our prefent difafters, large military eftablifhments will con- 
. tinue to be kept up, with a view of crufhing all its efforts, and riveting 
ftill clofer the fetters of the People ; that releafed from the preffure of 
• foreign hoftility, they will have recourfe to coercive meafures in that 
unhappy country, where their opprefllons have already provoked the 
People to refinance. We can hope for no economy from men whofe ex- 
travagance and wafte exceeds whatever has been heard of the mad pro- 
digality of former periods. We can expe£l no falutary reformations 
from thofe who have endeavoured to engraft upon, and blend with the 
fubilance of the Conftitution itfelf, thofe abufes by which their capacity 
is fuppbrted. Finally, we can expe£t, from fuch men and fuch a fyilem, 
no other iffue but the eftablifhment of a 'dominion of Minifterial Terro- 
rifm, fupported by Parliamentary Corruption, inftead of the antlent 
Conftitution of this Country, condudled according to the principles of 
the Revolution. , 

(Signed) BEDFORD, 

CHEDWORTH. . 

Wednejdayy 3 \Ji May. No debate. 

Thurfdayy jjl June. 

Lord GRENVILLE brought down a meffage from His Majefty 
Relative to the Mutiny of the Seamen, fimilar to that prefented to 
the Houfe of»Commons — [For a copy of which, fee the proceed- 
ings of that Houfe.] 

Lord GrenviUe then moved, that the meffage be taken into con- 
fideration to-morrow, and the Houfe to be fummoned. Agreed 
to, — Adjouri\ed. 

x Friday f 2d yum. 

The order of the day for taking His Majefty's meffage into cori- 
fidcr^tion being read;^ and the meffage being read at the table^p 
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. Lord GRENVIIiLE faid, that it was unneceffary for him to 
urge the propriety of their Lordfhips returning an anfwcr to His 
Majefty*s moft gracipus nneffagc. Every man niuft have felt with 
deep concern, that the pride and honour of the country had been 
wQunded in that quarter on which its pride and its honour had 
chiefly refted, by a fpirit of infubordination having manifefted itfelf 
on board the fleet, and ftill continuing to fubfift .on board certain 
(hips, at once unworthy of. the charadler of Britifli feamcn, incon- 
fiftent with the profperity of the navy, and highly alarming, to the 
beft, inter efts of the country. He deeply regretted that the efforts 
of certain itien, who had been exceedingly induftrious of late in 
difleminating principles through the different departments of the 
national defence, efforts which had been bravely and magnanimoufly 
repelled in one of thofe departments, were fo lamentably fuccefsful 
in another, as to influence the old defenders of their country to turn 
their backs upon it in the hour of difficulty and peril. Feeling and 
regretting this melancholy circuml^ance, it was his with, and it 
muflj he faid, be the wi(h of every man who had the fmalleft fpark 
of patriotifm and loyalty, to take fuch meafure^ as would tend moft 
cffeftually to prevent the progrefs of the mutinous fpirit which, at 
prefent prevailed on board a part of the fleet, and to check and puriifh 
the attempts of thofe by whofe wicked machinations the failors had 
been feduced from their principles and their duty. To dwell longer 
upon the fubjedt, or to bring any additional confid^rations to in- 
duce their Lordlhips to aft with firmnefs and fpirit upon fuch an 
occafion, he felt, would be .a wafle of time, and would imply a 
fufpicion that they were now deficient in thofe fentiments by which 
their conducS had been uniformly rcgtflated. He fhould there- 
fore mqve an addrefs, which he hoped would meet their con- 
currence. 

The addrefs (which was precifely an echo of the meflfage) being 
read, it was agreed to nemine dijjentiente. 

No debate before , 

Mgndiiyy igfh yune. 

' ■ • 

Mr. Phmer was heard as Qounfel for the Petitioners againft the 
Surgeons' -Corporation BilK . He flated, that the number of pcti-^ 
tioners againft the bill amounted to one hundred and feventy-eight ; 
that this bill had been clandeftinely introduced at the inftance of 
eleven perfons, and without the confent or knowledge of the parties 
^immediately interefted; and that, in the prefent inftance, every rule 
of the Houfe refpefting private bills had been violated. This bill 

Ff a 
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afFcfted the intcreft and property of above five hundred individttalsy 
and had been introduced into Parliament by eleven perfons without 
any previous notice being given to the Members of the Corporation. 
He ftated, that the bill had been introduced by a few pcribns in coa- 
fcquence of the improvident fale of eftates belonging to the Com- 
pany, and the purchafe of houfes. By this, all the concerns of the 
Corporation would be laid proftrate at the feet of twenty-one per- 
fons, who were alfo empowered to put an abfolute negative upon any 
one Surgeon pradifing within ten (inftead of the former limits of 
fcvcn) miles of London^under the penalty of ten pounds per month, 
except they fubmitted to become Members of this Corporation. 
Experience, he faid, had condemned the pradice now propofed to be 
adopted ; he referred to the mal-adminiftration of the affairs of the 
Company by the Corporation, From the year i745> it had been 
in the receipt of a revenue exceeding 8o,bool. whilft they had pro- 
moted no public inftitution for the .promotion of Surgical Science, 
or for the benefit of flie Corporation ; whilft above 6o,oool. of 
diat .money had been put into the pockets of individuals, and the 
reft diffipated in public dinners : one gentleman (Mr. GunningJ 
had ftated that he had faved the Company above 1 7 ol. per annum 
in the articles of dinners. The Counfel confidered it as rcfledling 
difgrace on that learned body, that they had a theatre without lec- 
tures, and a library without books ■ * 

The Biftiop of ROCHESTER here called' to order. He 
thought the learned Counfel v.a$ confuming the time of the Houfe 
by going over the fame ground which had been trodden in the Com- 
mittee ; and;he propofed that the Counfel Ihould be refttained to 
bring forward new arguments* 

Eord-THURLOW thought it Was impofing an unheceflsny 
hardfliip on Counfel to prefcribe to them the exad mode of argu- 
ment they ought to follow, or that ah orator of fupei:Jor abilities 
Ihonld be difpleafed on account of any flaws he mi^t perceive in 
the arguments of one of inferior talents. His Ix>rd(hip then ad- 
verted to the principle of the bill, which he feverely condemned, 
and thought it muft be oppofed by all impartial judges ; declaring, 
that he never remembered an inftance of a bill being oppofed on 
fiiirer or ftronger grounds. It was calculated to cruih the interefi 
and property of a large body of fcientific and liberal men. 
' The Biftiop of ROCHESTER replied. 

The Counfel were again called in, and defired to proceed ; but 
after faying a few words, the farther hearing of Counfel againft the 
bill was poftponcd to Thurfday next,-— Adjourned; 
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No debate bclbrc 
Jlar/day, 6th July. 

Lord GRENVILLE brought up a mcflage from HKs Ma/eftjr, 
which was the fame as that delivered to the Hpufe of Commons^bf 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer — [See the Proceedings of tlM 

Houfc.] 

The Dulce of NORFOLK afked, if there was any dty td be 
appointed for the difcuflSon of this meffage ? and receiving no^ an- 
fWcr, he obfervcd, that at a time when a negotiation was going' on* 
between us and France, and as it was probable that fomc concisffiow^ 
would be demanded by the French, he doubted the propriety 00 
coining to any parliamentary refolution that might have a t^cndcncy 
to itnpede the negotiation, particularly as this might be the catift;<tf 
our giving a future preference to the trade of Portugal. 

Lord GRENVILLE was of opinion, that the prefent was not- » 
proper time for the difcuffion of thefe points. He then movedi 
That an humble addrcyfs be prefented to His Majcfty, which hcf 
read, 7in^ was immediately put and carried. 

'I , • 

Tutjday^ 11 it) July. 

On the order of the day being read £br the committal of the 
Scotch Militia Bill, 

The Duke of NORFOLK animadverted on the claufe which 
went to reftridt this Militia from marching into England. Heob* 
fervcd, that in thcj^d^ for embodying the Engli/h Militia, there Wat 
no fimilar claufe to prevent them from being employed in Scotland^, 
when circumAances rendered it expedient ; and he thought, i& the 
whole illand was now happily united under one form of Govern- 
ment, that in the prefent cafe, as well as in other inftances, there 
fhould be a reciprocity of duties and privileges. 

The Earl of KINNOUL faid, that the bill had been fuggeftcd 
and, framed by wife and able men, who had the good of both coan- 
tries at heart ; and, as the claufe objedled to was inferted after 
mature deliberation, he hoped the noble Duke would not obje<3 
to it. 

Lord GRENVILLE expreflcd hlmfelf happy in the formaticMi 
of a Scotch Militift, and thought it of importance to the country ; 
V at the fame time, it required no fmall prudence and caution to 
guard againft p^judices which might be raifed againA the meafure. 
It was on this account, that the claufe which the noble Duke ob. 
jc£led tOi had been inferted. The bill was to be confidered a^ an 
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experiment, and as differing in v^iousf fcfpefls from the EngHfti 
Militia A&, At prefent, therefore, he thought it would be impru- 
dent to clog the mcafufe with more difficulty than neceffary ; but 
he 'ftiir flattered himfelf, that the Scotch Militia would meet with 
that approbation, and be found of that benefit, that the time would 
come when the noble Duke's .fuggeftion might- more eafily be 
cfFedlcd. 
• The bill was then committed, and paflTed without am.endmcnt. 

Lord GREJNVILLE then rofe, he faid, to introduce two mea* 
fures of very confiderable conftitutional importance. It muft be 
admitted, on all hands, that the circumftances in which we were 
placed were arduous. In times of difficulty and of danger, how- 
«ver, the hopes of the country repofed upon the wifdorn of Parlia- 
ment. The liberty and profperity which this country enjoyed, had 
been acquired and maintained in former times by the wifdom of 
Parliament, and to that bulwark the people ftill looked with confi- 
dence. The meafure which he meant to propofe was intended to 
increafe t^at confidsencci and to facilitate the .means of employing 
that rcfource when occafion required. It was to enal^le His Ma- 
jcfty to affemble and to confult with his Parliament without thofc 
delays which the forms of the Conftitution then required. At pre- 
fent, from caufes which no longer exifted, and which it was unne- 
ceflary to detail, a period of forty days muft elapfe before His Ma- 
jefty can aflemble Parliament after a prorogation. The objefl of 
the bill was to abridge this period, and to enable His Majefty to 
affemble Parliament, by proclamation, at any period not within 
fourteen days of its date. This mcafurc could fcarcely be felt as 
an innovation that required much apology, in a conftitutional view, 
the objedt of which v^as to fiicilitate the means of procuring the ad- 
vice of Parliament, not only only upon arduous, but upon urgent 
affairs, when circumftances occurred to render delays dangerous and 
difadvantageous. This bill he had received from a very refpe^Slable 
Member of the Houfc, now abfent in the difcharge of his duty as a 
Colonel of the Miliria. He had now to add to it another point, 
which it was important to. render diftin6l and precife and upon 
which at prefent confiderable doubt prevailed. After a diffolution 
of Parliafnent, and a demife of the Crown, before a new Parlia- 
ment had met, after being chofen, it was doubted, whethet the new 
Parliament could fit, or whether the former Parliament was to re- 
affemble. The other bill he had to propofe, therefore, was to re- 
gulate the mode by which a new Parliament Was, in fuch circum- 
ftances to affemble. He then prefented the bills, which were rcjid 
a firft time. , * • ' 
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The Duke of NORFOLK wiftied to know whether tbcfc bill- 
were merely of a temporary nature, or were intended to be per- 
manent ? ' / 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, he clearly intended that the bills 
(houid be permanent. In their nature the provifions were cal- 
culated to be of a permanent kind, as they were not dependent upoi> 
any particular circumftances, but applied to the general principles 
of the Government, and to an objedt which it was the fpirit of the 
Conftitution to facilitate and to cherifh, whenever its particular ap- 
plication might be neceffary. The bills were not taken up for 2, 
particular cafe, but to introduce a power good and ufcful upon all 
occafions. 

The Duke of NORFOLK faid, that if the bill was to be per- 
manent, there were feveral cafes which came within the view of 
the latter one, which ought to be included, fuch as the captivity of 
the King, his inability to difcharge the fun6lions of Government^ 
for which the procedure which Parliament Vvas to follow (hould be 
pointed out. 

Upon the order of the day for the fecond rc;ading of the bill to 
allow Catholics and diflpnters to bear commiflions in the Supple- 
mentary Militia being read^ 

Lord KEN YON rofe to oppofe this bill. He faid, he did not 
mean to throw any reflediions upon the claffes of men to, whom 
this l^ill was to apply, but he neverthelefs thought that its principle 
went to repeal the Teft A6t, and to weaken the barriers of the 
Church of England. To that Church he 'was attached, from^hc 
moft fincere convidtion that it was the purcft fyflem of Chriftianity. 
For its prefervation, he thought the Teft ad neceffary, and he felt 
it his duty, therefore, to maintain its principle. That fubjecft had 
been often difcuffed, and it had often been decided by Parliament. 
A propofition coming forward to repeal that a<S, to a certain degree, 
ought to be watched with the utmoft care. There was not at this 
period of the feflion time to difcufs the important fubje6ls which 
this bill involved ; he (hould therefore move that the bill be read 
a fecond time this day three months. 

The Bifhop of ROCHESTER faid, he rofe to give his hearty 
aflfent to the motion of the noble, and learned Lord. He was 
aftonifhed beyond meafure, to fee a bill like the prefcnt brought for- 
ward to take the Houfe by furprize upon fo important a fubjeft. 
Many of the temporal Lords were now abfcnt upon various pub- 
lic and domeftic concerns. The great majority of the Bifhops 
[thferje were only four prefent] were abfent, not from inattention to 
fheir Parliamentary duties, but employed upon a very important 
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part ei their duty, the vifitatton of their diocefcs. Was it decent 
then, was it fitting in thofc who fupported this bill, to bring it for- 
ward in the Dog-days y when it was impoflible that it could receive 
the difcjuflion it defer ved ; when it could neither h^^ve the oppofition 
which many might think it their duty to give it, nor that defence 
which others might urge ? The meafurc was to a tcrtain extent a 
repe-1 of tlic Teft A6^ ; but its principle went a great deal farther 
than the objecf^ profeffed. The Roman Catholics had been fub- 
je£icd by the Legiflaturc to various burdens, particularly a double 
Land Tax. The principle of this was not puniflimcn^ for opinion, 
but the compenfation they were obliged to pay for the different ex- 
emptions, to which, in confequence of their religious opinions, thcv 
were fubje<f^. The principle of the prefent meafure went to rcnRovc 
all the difabilities unde/ which they laboured. Allow them to 
bear commifTions in the Supplementary Militia ; why not in the 
Standing Militia r If in the regular Militia, why not employ them 
in the army, the navy, the law, in all civil offices? The principle 
went the whole length of repealing the Teft A6^ ; and in choofing 
between that meafure and this, he faw no difference between them 
in principle, and he could only pitch upon this as of two the Icffer 
evil. He was convinced that the Catholics were Ipj^al, and attached 
to the Government ; but he could not -confent, in order to' grant 
. what the prefent bill would confer, to, deftroy the principle of the 
Teft A(S, and the barrier of the ecclefiafticareftablifhment* With 
regard to the DifTentcrs, he would frankly confefs he did not know 
what a Proteftant Di (Tenter was at this time' of the day. He knew 
what a Proteftant DiflTenter was a century ago. Now, however, 
there was no definition given of them applicable to their charader. 
They were pot Catholics, they were not of the Church of England, 
and bee ween thefe two negations they might be any thing. They 
might comprehend Jews, Turks, and Infidels. There was one 
clafs of them ; they were merged under the general name of Ana- 
baptifts. They were not Anabaptifts ; he did not know what they 
were ; but fhey were not fo exceptionable as the reft who pafled 
under the title of Proteftant Diffenters, But the general clafs 
were not entitled to any particular indulgence* Wiih them, under 
the colour of religious difference, fadlion has ccyiftantly been at the 
lx>ttom. The man who upon a perufal of hiftory, and from care- 
ful obfervation, did not perceive this, to be their chara6^er, was an 
idiot. Thev were at once enemies to the civil and to the ccclefiaf- 
. tical conftitutlon. Upon this fubjedl he felt it his duty to fpeak, 
and as was his cuftom to fpcak, plainly, rcgardlefs of whc m lie 
fnight pkafe. at^d whom offend, contempt or popuhms aura. As l^ 
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faw no utility with ^Iiicli the bill was likely to he iiienied, and as 
It went to rcfnovc the barriers of die Church of England, he (hould 
give It his decided negative. 

The Duke of NORFOLK fald, that irt a ftilc of argiimenf 
Ibmewh'at conrefpondlng to the warmth of the climate under which 
it was brojjght forward, and bearing fodie marks of the influence of 
the dog days y the reverend Prelate had reprobated the meafure^ For 
his own part be Was ferioufly, and upon convidlion, attached to the 
Church of England as the beft form of Chriftianify, and if was 
from that attachment that he wilhed to promote the prcferit bill* 
He wiflied to remove from the Church of England the ftjgma 
fo long affixed to it, that it w^s difgraced with traced of a perfe- 
cuting fpirit. The Catholic religion had been overthrown in this 
CkHjntry by the difguft oceafioned by its pra^ical corruptions, and 
by the abufes arifing out of a tyrannical hierarchy. Every deno- 
mination of ChrifHans had in their turns preached tip toleration^ 
While it was not the dominant religion, and exefCifed perfecutio^ 
When it was its turn to rule< This fttgma he wifhed to remove4 
It W2ls complained that the meafure came too late in the feflion* 
He was forry for it; but what muft the reverend Prelate fay of thole 
n^tigent Minifters who had left tax bills aflFeding every part \ of 
the community, and meafures of great conAitutional importance, to 
be dtfcuflcd in the dog- day Sy and to be hurried through, at a period 
of the feflion which precluded difcuffion ? Suiely the reverend Pre- 
late Would not fail to attend the^progfefs of thefe meafures, and 
reprobate the negligence of thofe to whofe fault it wasoviirig that 
they came forward fo late. With regard to the nieafure in quef- 
tion, it had been found that the law which required the fiien ferving 
iiTthe Militia to fwear they were ProteAants, or to go to prifon, was 
fo fevcre, that many Magiftrates were unwilling to put it in execu- 
tion. In tonfequcnce of a feprefentation from a meeting in thp 
Weft Riding of York, at whi.ch a noble Lord(Hawke)^ now prefent^ 
prefided, the law was altered. The obje6i of the bill was to place 
(he officers ort the footing on which the common, men were placed;^ 
The Cathplics were j body of men of as great virtue, loyalty, 
hoQQur, and. att^fchmrent to thq Conftitution, as,ariy.clafs in the 
country. He differed (as in almoft every thing clfe) from the re- 
verend Prelate with regard to Proteftant Diffenters. He would 
venture to affert, ^hat the chara6ter given of that body was refuted 
bjf the evidence of hiftory. The dtifcnters had contributed greatly 
to the Revplutiori, and they had been uniformly friends to the efta« 
Miftied fuccelHon. He wat awai^ that in faying this, he fubjcdted 
Vgi. Ill, Gg 
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himfelf to the chztgs which the feverend Prelate had denounced. 
He (hould noty however, on that account, hefitate to declare his 
opinion, and he would rather be the objedt of , the accufation, than the 
perlbn to throw out an imputation againfi a body of men like the 
DiflTenters, who, on nuinjr occafions, had (ignally exerted thcm&lves 
in the cauie of the Conftitution, and whofe purity of condudl often 
put to the bluih the Members of the eilablilhed Church. He 
therefore fupported the bill. 

The Biftiop of ROCHESTER faid, that he had been mifun- 
derftood (as he imagined) by the noble Duke. He did not mean 
to throw any reiiedion on the Church of Scotlandj as he fuppofed 
the noble Duke underftood. He qonfidered the Proteftant DiiTen* 
ters to be totally unlike the Church of Scotland, or any other efta- 
hllfhed Church in Chriftendom. Indeed, fr6m the writings of the 
ProtcAant DiiTenters, approved by their adherents, they conftdered 
the difl^ence between Prefbytery and Epifcopacy to be nothing 
niore than the difference between a kept miftrefs and ftrect- walking 
ftrumpet. 

Lord HAWKE explained the circumftance alluded to by the 
"Duke'of Norfolk, and contended that it was to the laft degree in« 
Jconfiftent to allow the common men to ferve, and to refufe to put the 
'OiScers, the nieh of: property, in the fame (ituation. 

Lord SYDNEY thought the meafure brought forward at an un» 
feafonable period of the/effion, and was therefore againft iu 

The Biftiop of BRISTOL oppofed the bill in a temperate. 
Ipeech, upon the fame grounds with theBi(hop of Rochefter. 

The LORD, CHANCELLOR thought the apprchenfions en- 
tertained by the reverend Prelates of the principle of this bill unjuft. 
It did not entrench upon the Te(l A<S ; it was a general call upon 
^11 men of every religion, of virtue, and of humanity, to jdin their 
efforts in refilling thofe dangers, (hpuld they attack us, which had 
ovcrfpread a great part of Europe. As diere might be a difadvan* 
tage, however, in preiling the queAion ; and an idea might go 
abroad that its principle was that reprefented by the reverend Pre- 
lates, he thought it wifer to poftpone it. 

Lord AUCKLAND faid a few words againft the bUl. 

The Earl of CARLISLE was in favour of the bill, and hinted 
at the bad cSeAs that might arife in the prefent ftate of Ireland from 
any idea that Catholics were not viewed with confidence and £ivou| 
In this country. 

Lord GRENVILLE fupported the motion for delay u]poo the 
>lgme grounds with the Lord Chancellor* 
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A divifion then took place : For putting 'off the billf ^%l 
Againft it, 6. Majoritjry 1 6* Adjourned. 

No debate before 

Monday^ I ^th July. > 

The order of the day being read for the third reading of the 
Surgeons' bill. 

Lord THURLOW lofe to «ive his diiTent to it. His Lord* 
ihip began by faying, that the firft circumftance which drew his at* 
tention to the bill, was the Surgeons removing their Houfe of Dif- 
fe6lion from the Old Bailey to Lincoln's- Inn Fields, where, from 
the lituation of the generality of inhabitants, it muft of coqrfe be an 
intolerable nuifance : that on coming down to the Houfe he found 
the bill had paflfed on to a Committee \ that it bad pafled through 
the Houfe of Commons without the objeA of it being at all kiiown 
to the peribns who were interefted in c^pofing it, and he found it 
'was altogether a bill of (hift and contrivance, for it had come into 
a Committee of that Houfe, and when thofe who brought it in had 
found themfelves oppofed, they befitated, paufed, andi retradted ; and 
at laft brought in a claufe, which, like the podfcriptto a lady*s letter^ 
was much longer than the whole of the bill itfelf. Upon the whole^ 
he was of ofunion there had never been a cafe before their Lordlhips, 
in which a Wronger difpofition to take the Houfe by furprife had 
been manifefted, and the condud of thofe who promoted the bill^ 
appeared to him to merit no fmall degree of di&pprobation. When 
firft he attended thp Committee on the bill, he' was aftoni(hed to 
find them engaged in profound difcuffion, on Ariftocracy, Demo* 
cracy, and all the learned terms which were employed in fpeculative 
policy. The oppofcrs of the bill were ftigmatifed as Jacd)ins« It 
was the cry raifed to excite alarm, as chilciren cry a mad dog, when 
they wilh to raife a panic. For his own part, he did not like Jaco* 
hinifm, but he faw no reafon why people ihouljd be called Jacobins^ 
who merely wi(h to proted their property, and. to guard themfelves 
againft meafures which they deemed to be injurious. The prefent 
bill, in his ojnnion, was a moft wretched performance, in which th« 
•arrogance of the provi(ions maintained an equal conteft with their 
abfurdity. His Lordfhip then traced the bill through the feveral 
Committees t# which it had fucceffively been referred, and con* 
tended that it appeared tp him equaUy monftrous as upon its firft in- 
trodudion* The diiFerent provilion^ of it, tq which, if ^e biU 
was to be csMried on^ he ihould move fpecific ametidmoptSj wac 

G g a 
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Itefe t^The'6t>jeA of the bill was to have ^ Coiiponrtkm ^ Sur^ 
geons ere6led into a College, wi&out being an incorporated trade 
under the jurifdidkion of the city. They at prcfcnt contended, that 
they w^re not a trade, but he would defy'^any lawyer of three years 
i]tandii>g to fay fo. The Surgeons had originally formed one Cof* 
poration with the Barbers/ enjoyed the fame privileges, and beei| 
liable to the fame burdens. Thefe younger brothers of the i3arber- 
trade, for the Surgeons could not boafl fo much antiquity as the Bar«> 
bets, were at length de(irous to be feparated fyom their ailbciates. It 
was £iid, that it was not proper that thofe who were going about 
among foul difordcrs, the pox and putrid fores, fhould be allowed to 
wafc people's faces, and lather their beards. The Surgeons, therer 
fore, for a public convenience, and to comply with their own 
wi(hes, were made a diftinft Corporation, yet, on the fame princi- 
ples as the Barbers, and dcfcribed in the ad of Parliament ipjijjimis 
terminis with the Barbers. They were, therefore, clearly a corpo- 
rate trading company. By a ftatute ftill in force, the Barbers and 
Surgeons were each to ufd a pc^lc. The Barbers were_ to have 
theirs blue and white, ftripcd, with no other appendage ; but tlie 
Sutgeons, which was the fame in other refpciSs, was likewife to have 
a gaily -pot and a red- rag, to denote the particular nature of their 
vocation. Jf the bill was to be carried on, one of the amendments 
he meant to proix>fe was, that the Suiigeons ftiould be obliged to 
ufe this pole. With regard to their erection into a C<^Uegc,. it wai 
a demand to which fcarcc any anfwer could be made. ' Upon the 
principles by which their profeflion was to be regulated, they would 
form one of the moft extraordinary ufelefs fet of learned men that 
ever was hung round the neck of learning. By their r^uladons 
(fortified too by ftrong penalties) no Member was to attempt to 
J>ra£lice midwifery, pharmacy, or any thing of this kind. All 
thofe Yfho thought proper to defile themfclves with touching Drugs 
of any kind were to be prohibited from the praSice of Surgery; 
an^ yet the perfons who brought in this bill applied to Parliatoent 
to ered them into a College of Examiners, and into this examina- 
tion they were to pafs or rejedl all the Surgeons both of the Array 
and Navy, who muft underltend Pharmacy as well as burgery, and 
|o whofe care the lives and limbs of die brave defenders of the 
country, in both departments, were to be entrufted. Thofe affuro^ 
ing Examiners difdained the idea of dealing in the knowledge of 
Drugs and Medicines, and yet they had the pUffliMipcion to iist 
dicinfclves up as arbiter^ of the pra€lice of thofe who were obliged 
^ take Into their account^ for the ufe of thou&nds of the snoft nil- 
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hi men in the cotnfldumtyt both "Phdrmacf and Sufigny. Tbef 
were to examine and pafs judgement upqn the knowleoge of others 
ki Pharmacy^^ which they had themfelvcs branded with the irtea of 
being below the dignity and knowledge of a Suigeon, and to which^ 
therefore, as Surgeons, they had difdained to pay attention. For 
his part, he could wifli, and be happy to move, that tbofe who had 
the honour of taking care of ^e poor foldiers and failors who fought 
the battles of their country, (hould not be thrown upon, this pre- 
fumptuous body, and be obliged to pay them aboot 30L additional 
for the liberty of pra6li(iiig ; as a mark of honour ;ind, merif , he 
Aiould wi(h them to be allowed to a£t in any part of Great Britain 
aifter pradiling twelve months, and that Parliament would take thenti 
into coniidemtton, and fuitably reward them." A man who ventured 
to exeroife any of tbefe profcribed branches of the fcience, or art, 
was rendered incapable of being promoted to any rank in the Col* 
lege. If a man was an Oculift, a Dentift, &c. he was thus in« 
capacitated. They would not cure thefe peculiar maladies' them« 
felves, or could not (as he himfelf had feelingly experiibnced as to 
the former), nor would they allow others to pra<£life who co.i)d» 
Th(& who cbuld afford to employ a number of medical people of 
every denomination might be able to procure the afliOance of thofe 
who prc^efled only a particular branch ; but what mufl be the fitua- 
tton of the poor ? how could they procure any alleviation of their 
diftreflcs if fuch regulations were to be enforced i The demand 
alio of 2yL for granting a diploma, he coniidered as exorbitant, 
and thought it (hameful that health (hould be taxed 4n this manner; 
their Lordihips' opulence might afibrd to pay the medical tribe as 
long as the latter could keep them in bed ; but it was hard, indeed, 
to grind the face of the poor to the bone ; 5I. for a diploma he 
thought fufficient ; 27I. was a mercilefs demand. He objefl^d 
alfo to the claufe which prohibited any member from praftifing by 
" word, or fign, or writing," &c. under a pehalty of lol. a month, 
and this to be given to an opulent Corporation. The expences of 
profecuting fuch, with the payment of cofts, would entail upon thofe 
who would be the objefts of the malice of this felc<ft bcxiy, accord* 
ing to the bill, , an expcnce of about lool. The profecutors alfo 
were to carry all coft$, whHe no cofts were to be allowed to the 
oppofers ofthc mercilefs cruelty of thefe regulations, which were evi- 
dently fuggcftcd by a Surgeon. To all thefe points, he (hpuld move 
ipettfic amendments* Befldes thefe proviflons, the bill went to veft 
the funds of the Corporation in a committee of 2 1 perfons. The 
parties oppofing the billj therefore^ had an obvious right to oppofe it. 
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and he was convinced that the Houfe never would transfer (to ule 
no har(her term) the properly of men without their confent. Upon 
the whole, he wiihcd this bill to be put off to another feffion, to 
afllbrd an opportunity of reforming its objcflionable part9« He faw 
no inconvenience attending thisj delay, which would equal the in- 
convenience of fuch a bill, were it to pafg. His Lordlhip took no- 
tice of a claufe propofed in the Committee by a noble Duke (Bed- 
ford) on the expences of the oppofition ; he thought they were en- 
titled to be repaid the expences for their oppofition. In the Com* 
mitcee it was impertinently faid, that thofe men only wanted their 
expences paid them. He declared he (hould not have come for- 
ward on this miferable day, opprefied as he was with heat and the 
dog*Aar, had not fome of the party who had pufhed forward this 
bin> difguAed him ; and he declared he thought much worfe of 
them iince he had an opportunity of knowing them. His Lord- 
fliip concluded with moving, that tke farther reading of this bill be 
poftponed for three months* 

Lord AUCKLAND defended the conduft of the Committees 
before whom the bill had come, and ftated, that the learned Lord 
had not been backward in his attendance, but had given it ample 
difcuffion there. He thought fome of his obje<^ions overcharged. 
The occaiion of applying for this bill he underftood to be, that two 
of the members fufiicient to conftitutea legal meeting of the body 
had died, which rendered an application to Parliament neceflfary, to 
put the Corporation into a Aate of a(9ivityrand that they took the 
opportunity of introducing fome new claufes, which they confidered 
advifeable for the general intereft of the body. 

The Kfliop of ROCHESTER fppke in favour of the bill, 
though he acknowledged that fome parts of it were faulty. He 
/aid, that from the aA of providence juft mentioned by the noble 
Ix)rd who fpoke laA, he deemed the Corporation at this moment to 
be a dead carcaje without aiingle ^//^ principle. He acknowledged 
himfelf liable to fome of the ridici^le thrown out by his noble and 
learned friend. He thought that he perceived an equalifing fpirit 
At the bottom of the oppofition to this bill. He thought Demo- 
cracy a monfier that ought to be unkenneled from its lurking places^ 
and hunted down wherever it could be found : it was a monfter 
which, in thefe times, ought to be extinguiihed in the biith. He 
had, therefore, at firft fecn the oppofition to the bill with fome de- 
gree of jealoufy. With regard to many parts of the bill, thcj 
merely enaded what were formerly the privileges of the Corpora- 
lion* The idea of a College was founded upon what' was the cafe 
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in EdinVuigh and at Dublin, and he iaw no objedton to it' There 
were parts of the bill to whichi^ however, he could not agree. He 
confeiTed hlmfclf unfriendly to the idea of invefiing twentjr-one 
Members with an abfolute dominion oiver the property of the whole 
Corporation, as well as infiidting the penalty of lol. onthofe who 
pra^ifed Pharmacy, &c. He thought it not very eafy exaflly to 
define Surgery, but coniidered it generally as an application of ex- 
ternal medicines to external diferders. He mentioned the cafe of 
<ine Mr. Taylor, who being {kilfpl refpeding Farriery, undertook 
with fuccefs the cure of qancers, &c. and who would be involved 
in the penalty of this bill. 

Lord GRANTLEY faid, he (hould refift this bill, as it went to 
alienate the property of others without their confent, and at the iame 
time created, undue heat and animofity ; he wi(hed it, therefore, poft<p 
poned to another feflion, and that in the mean time the abilities of 
both palrtieis might be employed with unanimity in drawing up ano- 
ther, which might morel* uccefsfuUy anfwer the piofefled purpofes of 
the prefent one. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR (aid, he conceived the ground on 
which the prefent bill was applied for, was not unufual, and that 
it was proper to endeavour at the iame tinie to remedy any incon* 
venience which ha4 beeji experienced under exifting regulations* 
At the fame time, he faw no ftriking neceflity for paflTing this bill 
immediately. He ()id not obje£t to that claufe which went to in- 
¥eft the management of the property of the Corporation in the 
hands of a few ; he thought it fafe^'in this manner, than if left to 
an indefinite or larger nunnber, although he approved of a controuU 
ing power fomewhere. He (hould concur in the motion of ad- 
journment. * % 

The queAion was then put, and carried without a divifion, that 
^ farther reading of this bill be podponed to this day three 
•months. ♦ » 

Thurfdayy 20th yuly, 

* » 

! This day about half paft three- o'clock His Majcfty, in the ufual 
ftatc, came down to the Houfe of Lords, and clofed the Scflion with 
a^noft gradous -fpecch from the Throne— [for which, fee the prb- 
cepdings of the Houfe of Commons] — ^after which, the IParliament 
was, by His Majeily's command^ prorogued to the 5th day of Oc- 
tober next. 
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DEBATES. ^3^ 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commimoncfs of His Ma- 

jefty's Treafury. 
An ACCOUNT of the Net Produce of the PERMANENT 

TAXES, which fubfifted previous to the 5th Januaiy, 1791, 

for one Year, ending 5th January, 1797. 

ConfoHdated duties of cuftoms, after deduaing the £ / JL 

fum of 1 1 6,6761. ^^ 8d., the computed annual ' 

laving to the public, on account of the reduc- 
tion jn the allowance for the drawbacks on the 
exportation of fugar being difcontinucd, anno 

'^^ Ditto "~Excife "^ 3,014.896 3 S\ 

T^tfr. O ' ^ 6,791,106 7 6^ 

Ditto Stamp. _ i.223,975 7 6^ 



■•■ 



INCIDENTS. f 11,029,975,8 6 

Conigdated leu. money_ _ _ g , 

Profers -I " ^ 4o6,3«6 14 yf 

AUum mines ^1^ 3 7 

Compofitions ^ 900 o o 

Rcntofalighthoufe "TI— 6 

Sixpence dcduaion on peullons . a6 car '^ * 

One (hilling ditto on falaries f'^^^x 16 ? 

Confohdated letter money, after referving 40,000!. ^» ^^ ' « 4 

the computed annual increafe of that revenue, 

by reafon of the reftriaion in franking, purfu- 

^n.»».a„G^.m. _— /— ,5,^,. 

Havrkcrs and pedlars,' 1710 H»»43J 4i 

Hackney coacVe and chai«,r7i. _' ,fJoo o o 

Malefervanu ^"'^^ '3vOo © o 

Horfes """^ 9<5*6-9 i8 i 

Four wheeled carriagM . "~ " "f'^^3 ° <5:: 

Two ditto ditto JI7 '^+'9** ^ 5! ; 

Arrears of female fervants 45*3 lo 3 a- 

Ditto waggooi ^'^2 '^ * 

Ditto houfe, and windows, 1747 and .7C8 ^^\ , \ 
Ditto men femnu, 1777 ^' 1* \ .\ \ 

Tenth* ditto 3.771 11 5 

' 9.938 14 3| 

Twalofcuftom.,&c . 1.92^311 4i 

^ 

i»,95»,439 9 *o| 
Exchequer, the 6Ui d«]r of Mu«h 17^7; JAMES FISHER. 
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DEBATES; 253 

To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeffes, 

in Parliament affembled. 

An ACCOUNT of the Income of, and Charges upon, the 
CONSOLIDATED FUND, in the Quarter ending 
5th July 1796. 

INCOME. 

Confolidated duties of cuftoms — -r- 544,626 4 3I 

Ditto - - fcxcifc — — 1,768,568 2 i{ 

Ditto - - ftamps — ■»— 285,120 o o 

Ditto - - fait — — 88.665 '+ 

Ditto -f - letter money — -^ 125,000 o o 

Seizures, fincc 25th Oftoher 1760 — - 2,565 12 o 

Prefers " ■ > 583 7 9 

Compofitions > '■ ■ _ i 16 g 

Rcht of a light-houfe 1 — ^ 6 13 4 

Deduction of 6d« per lib. on penfions, (ince 24th 

June 1721 ■ ■ — 9,000 o o 

Ditto IS, ditto on falaries, &:c. fince «;th April 1758 7»744 4 3i 

Duty on houfes and windows, fince lothO^ober 1766 124,160 2 8 

Inhabited houfes, fince 5th July 1779 — - 52,642 -8 2 J 

Duty on hawkers and pedlars^ fince 23d June ry 10 ^^^SS ^ ^ 

Ditto ^— hackney coaches and chairs, fince ift Aug. 1 7 1 1 5,000 o o 

Ditto — male fervants, fince 5th July 1785 , -. 38,422 19 o 

Ditto — horfes, fince 20th September 1784 52,464 6 5I 

Ditto -^ four-wheel carriages, fince 5th July 1785 61,652 5 2^ 

Ditto — two-wheel carriages, ditto 19*96 1 15 61 

Ditto — Britiih fpirits, fince 5th January 1 791 3,202 o o 

Ditto — foreign fpirits, <ince ditto — 3Ij47o o o 

-Ditto — licences to kill game ^ — — * 985 o o 

Ditto — fugar — — — 13,000 o o 

Ditto — bills and receipts — — 32,150 o o 

Surplus of ditto — — — 8,826* o o 

I ol. percent, on affeflcd taxes — — 33>347 7 5z 

Duty on Britifli fpirits, fince 2ift February 1794 ' 3>09i o o 

Ditto — foreign fpirits, fince ditto — 33>473 o o 

Ditto — attornies articles, fince 5th February 1 794 4,162 o o 

Ditto — bricks and tiles (excifc), fince ^8th March 1 794 i . 5 16 o o 

Ditto -^ - - (cuftoms), fince ditto 19 6 3 

Ditto — glafs — r- — 9,733 o* o 

Ditto — flates and ft ones, fince 9th May 1794 5,142 13 6J 

Ditto — paper (excife), fince 5th April 1 794 i&»750 o o 

Surplus of ditto — — — 19,289 o o 

Duty on paper (cuftoms), fince ditto — , -^ 1,129 6 5 

Diftillers licences, fince ditto ■ -■ — 9,000 o o 

Surplus of ditto — — — 3,000 o o 

Duty on Britifh fpirits, fince 23d February 1795 3»i88 o o 

Ditto — foreign ditto, fince ditto — 333891 o o 

Ditto — coffee and cocoa« fince i6th March 1795 2,661 o o 

Ditto— tea - * - ditto r 54*386 o o 
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buty on fruit, filk, &c. lince 5th April 170 j 
Ditto — hair-powder certificates, fincc 5th May 1*79 j 
Ditto — coals, fince 5th July 1795 — — 

Ditto — wines, fincc 23d February 1795 — 

Ditto — fweets, fince ditto — — 

Ditto — (hip policies, ditto — ^ — 

Ditto — receipts, ditto — — 

Ditto — ft amps, ditto — — . 

Ditto — tobacco, fnuff, Sec, ditto — — 

Ditto — horfc-dcalers licences, ditto — — 

Ditto — fait -I — ^ — 

Additional lol. per cent, on afTeiFed taxes — 

Compofitions paid by the bank of England in lieu 
of the ftamp duty on notes and bills iilued by them 6,000 o o 

£. s. d. 

Arrears of the duty on honfes and 

windows 1747 — — 280^ 

Ditto ditto ditto 1758 013 3 

Ditto ditto waggons ditto 1785 6 o 10 

Ditto ditto carts ditto 1785 24 o 9 

Ditto ditto female fervants — 1785 176 



£' 

8,006 

78,802 


3 



II 




104 

41,746 

3*364 
28,281 


8 





10 





1*554 
12,622 










39*093 

IS7 
8,000 













17,105 









Arrears of 35th 45. aid duty 1763 r 2 1 1 

■ 54th 4s. aid — 1790 10 10 o 
■ 55th 4s, aid — 1791 1,024 II 3 

m 56th 4s. aid *— 1792 262 15 4I 

■ 57th 4s. aid — 1793 1,518 o 3 

Impreft money i^e-paid by Samuel 

Drewry, efquire, comroiffary at 

L'Ifle Dictt - - - 1,000 o o 

Money paid by Edward Roberts, 

efq. arifen from the refidue of 

fees at the Exchequer ... 60,000 o o 
Money paid by the Eaft-India Com- 
pany, for fale of Dutch prizes. 250,000 o o 
Money paid by the commifiioners 

for ditto - - - - 50,000 o o 
Money brought to this account, 

being the fum rcfcrved in the 

Exchequer on the cth April 

1796, lor the ufe of the public, 

in rcfpeft to the annuities for the- 

nominees ap[X)inted by the com- 

miflioners of the Trcafury, pur-. 

fuant to an a6t 30 Geo, III. 12,199 13 8| 



34 '€> 4 



2,816 19 9I 



- 373*^99 »3 H 

■ I ■ I . .M.-^^.— ^— — 

4*134*336 I Ili 
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DEBATES. 455 

CHARGE. 

EXCHEQUER. 

Annuities) 2-7ths exeife, for two and three lives, for ^. /^ y. 
three months, due jth July 1796 — ■*— 2,048 iS o 
Annuities, 3,700!. per week exeife, with the falaries 
to the officers of the receipt of his majefty's Ex- 
chequer, for three months, due 5th July 1796 7»957 u 8 
'■ anno 1706, with ditto, for ditto — 6,i8i. 2 10^ 
■ ■ J 707* with ditto, for ditto — 2,038 o (X 

per I ft ad, 1708, with ditto, for ditto ^,229 13 |i 

2d aft, 1708, with ditto, for ditto 2,649 ^ si 

— ^^ on lives, an. 17^5, — for fix months, due ditto 6,159 2 6 

• - - - 1746, — for ditto, due ditto ' 11,233 5 o 

- - - i757> — forditto, ' 12,28312 6 

- - - 1778, — for ditto^ - 1,38416 6 

' • - - 1779, — for ditto, 2,587 9 5J 

SOUTH-SEA COMPANY. 

Annuity and management on 24,065,084!. 13s. ii|d. 
their prefent capital, for three months, due 5th 
July 1796 — 183,993 i'^ rl 

Annuity and management on 1,919,600!. for half a 
year, due ditto, after abating 136I. 13s. 9d. being 
the half of 270I. 7s. 6d. being after the rate of 
562I. I OS. per million, on the principal fum of - ^ ■ 

486,0001. purchafed by the commiffioners ap- 
pointed for the reduftion of the national debt be* 
fore jth January .1796 j^^i^y ^ ^ 

BANK OF^ ENGLAND. ", 

Annuity at 3I. ^r cent, per ann. 
on the principal fum of . ^. * /. d. 
124,649,6961. '5s. I Jd. for fix 

months, due 5th July 1796 1,869,745 8 io| 
For fatisfying and paying the 
charges of management of the 
faid annuities for the fame 
time, after abating the fum of 
2,0441. 2s. 6d. for the half of 
4,08 81. 5s. being after the rate 
of 450I. per million, on the 
principal fum of 9,o8<,oool. 
purchafed by the commiffioners 
for the reduftion of the na- 
tional debt before 5th January * . 
1796 *— r 26,002 \ \\ 



For fatisfying and paying half a 
ycar'f annuity at 3I. per cent. 



^S95»747 ^o 
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per annum, on i8,ooo»oooL ^ ' £• <f« ^* £• '• d* 

added to the above capital by 

aft 35th Geo. III. > i- 270,000 • o 

For fatisfying and paying half a 
year's annuity at 3I. per cent, 
per ann. due ditto, to fuch of 
the contributors • for raifing 
i8,ooo,oool., who on or be- 
fore the 2d January 1 796 com- 
pleted their whole payments 
on 2,625,SooL, partof ' 
21,600,00^. granted , 

and direfted by a6l 56 
Geo, III. to be added ^. s. d. 
to the above capital 39,387 • o 

For anfwering and pay- 7 

ing one year's intereft, / 

at 3I. per cent, per ann. 
- due ditto, to fuch of 
the contributors for 1 

raifing 1 8 ,000,000 1. 
purfuant to the faid 
aft, who did not com- 
plete their whole pay- ^ 
roents on or before the 
faid 2d January 1796, 
but completed the fame 
on or betorethe 2d July 
1 796> on the principal 
fum of 7,036,6001. 211,098 o o 

. . 250,485 o o 

For anfwering and paying half a 
year's annuity at 3L per cent, per 
annum, due ditto, to the con- 
tributors for raifing 7,500,0001. 
who on or before the 2d July 

1796, made good their whole 
payments on 4,424,000!. part of 

^,ooo,oooU granted and direfted 

)y one other aft 36th Geo. III. 
to be added to the above capital 6,636 o i 



'I 



2,422,868 xo o 



Annuity at 5I. per cent, per annum 

k>Y afts 24, 25, 34 .a^^ 3 J Geo. 

III. on the principal fum of 

21,406,4161. 19s. 4d. for fix 

months, due 5th July 1796 535>i^o 8 5I 

For the charges of management of 

the faid annuity for the fame time 4,816 ^- 1 o | 

539'976 «7 4 
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Pdt anfweriftg and j>ay!rigf all and £. s. d% J^^ u /• 

every the annuities, as ftated in 
the aft 36 Geo. III. after the 
rate of 5I. per cent, per anni 
on the principal fum of 
4,176,66^1. 4s. 2d. being the 
amount to which the proprie- j 

tors of navy bills, &c. arc en- 
titled, who delivered their bills 
to be cancelled on or before 
the ift July 1796, for fix 
months, due ditto — 104,416 11 7^ 



M>393 S nf 



15,245 








25,000 







« 


3.750 








9.375 








13.125 





Q 


"7.+W 

» 





b 


30i474 


10 


lOj 



Annuity and management on i,ooo,oool. at 3L per 

cent, per annum, for fix months, due 5th July 

,796 ^ 

On their capital of 3,200,000!. at 3I. per cent, per 

- anrk for three months, due ditto - — 

On their capital of 5oo,oo©l. at 3I. per cent, per ann* 

for three months, due ditto — -— 

On their capital of i,2^o,oool. at 3I, per cent, per ann* 

for three months, ,due ditto — 

On their capital of 1,7 co,oool. at 3I. per cent, per ann* 

for three months, due ditto — 

On their capital of 986,8001, at 3I. per cent, per anUi 

for three months, due ditto — ■ 

On their capital of 4,000,000!. at 3I. per cent, per 

annum, purchafed for the South-Sea Company for 

three months, due ditto — — 

Annuities granted by the afts of 

the 4 and 5 of IQng William 

and Queen Mary (commonly 

called 14 per cents.) which 

ceafed on cth February 1792, 

and are t0T)C placed to the ac- 
count of the commiifioners ap- £, x» /* 

pointed for the ♦reduction of 

the national debt — — i2,iiS 15 7I 
Annuities for 96 years, by afts 

5th and 6th of the fame reign, 

which ceafed on the faid 5th 

February 1792, to be placed 

to the account of the faid com- 
miifioners — - r— , t,S9i 8 o 

i3>72p 3 7i 

Anttuify at i/. per cent • to be placed to the account of the CommiJ/toners fir 

reducing the National Debt* 

£• u d* £• !• d» 

On the capital flock of 6,2$ o,oool. 

3I. per cent, annuities, created in . ' 

rcfpc^ of 4,iroi,oooL borrowed 

by adl '33 Geo, III. for three 

months, due 5th Jaly 1796 159625 00 

T/^w TTT T 1 
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On thtf capital dock of 1 1 ,ooOjOooI. 

3!. p^ cent« annuities, created by 

an a£t 34 Geo. III., for three 

monthty due 5th July 1796 27,500 p 

On the capital ftock of 2,750,000!. 

4I. percent, annuities, created by 

the above ad« for the fame time 6>875 o • 
On the fum of 9,680!. per annuniy 

being iL per cent, on the future 

aflusd value of the annuity of 

IIS. 5d. percent, on the afore- 
mentioned ii,ooo,oooI. granted 

fof 66 years and three months, 

by tlie !aft- mentioned adl, at the 

end of 45 years, reckoning the 

fame at the rate of 3!, per cent. 

per annum, for the fame time 2,420 o • 

On the capital dock of 1,926^525!* 

1 2s» ^d, 5I. per cent, annuities^ 

^created by an ad 34 Geo. HI. in 

lieu of navy and vidualling bills 

delivered up to be cancelled, for 

the fame time — — +.8*6 63- 

On the capital ftock of 6,ooo,oooL 

4U per cent, annuities, created 

by aft 35 Geo. III. for the fame 

time — ,— — 15,000 o o 

On ^e capital ftock of i8,ooo,oooL 

3L per cent, annuities, created by ^, 

the above aft, for the fame time 45«ooo o o 
On the fum of 12,835!. per annum, 

being il. per cent, per annum on 

|he future aftual value of the an- 
nuity of 95. 6d. per cent* on the 

afore-mentioned i8,ooo,oooL 

granted for 6§' years and three 

months, by the faid aft 35 Geo. 

III. at the end of j^^ years, i«ck- ^ 

oning the fame at the rate of 3I. 

per cent, per annum, for the fame 

time .5,2€8 15 • 

Qn the capital ftock of 1,609,897!. 

.178. id. 51. per cent, annuities, 

created by aft ^^ Geo. III. in lieu 

of navy and viftualling bills de- 
livered up to be cancelled, for 

the fame time — — 4,024 14 io| 

On the capital ftock of 21,600,000!. 

5L per cent, annuities, created in. 

rcfpeftof 1 8,ooo,ooc>l. borrowed 

by aft $6 Geo. III. for the fame 

time — w. — 54,000 00 



On the capital flock of 4,500,000!. 

3I. per cent, reduced annuities, 

created by the faid adl in refpe^ 

of the faid i8,ooo,oool., for 

three months, due 5th July 1796 iijaSO o o 
On the fum of 8,460!. per annum, 

being il. per cent, per annum 

on the future a^ual value of the 

annuity of 6s. 6d. per cent. on the 

faid i8,0oo,oool. granted for 64 

years and a quarter by the faid 

aft, at the end of 4c years, reck- 
oning the fame at tne rate of 3I. 

per cent, per annum, for the fame 

time — -^ • — 2,115 9 o 
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191,834 16 :ii 



To the Judges of England and Wales on their feveraf 

additional allowances, for three months, due 5th 

-July 1 796 — - ^ — — — 3,z62 10 o 

To Ann Cafs, late office-keeper in the. office for ma- 
naging the former duties on wine licences, for three 

months," due 5th July 1796 ■ *■ 5 o '• 

To Edward Roberts, efq. iirft clerk to the clerk of* 

the Pells, on 650!. per annum, formerly paid to 

the auditor of the receipt of the Exchequer for fa- 

laries to the officers of the Exchequer-bill Office, 

and now payable to him per aft 23 Geo. Ill, for 
' thite months, due 5th July 1706 — r' — 162 10 o 

For the fupport of his majefty's houfehold for three 

months, due cth July 1796 . ,r— • — r- 224,500 o o** 

To his royal highnefs the Fringe of Wales, on his an- , , . 

nuity of 65,000]. for three months, due 5th July 

1796 _— ■■' — 16,250 o o 

To his royal highnefs the Duke of York, on his an- 
nuity of 14,000!. for thfec months, due 5th July 

1796 — — ■— 3»500 6 6 

To her royal highnefs the Duchcft of York, on her 

annuity of 4,oo©l, for three months, due 5th July 

179^ ,^.^— 1,000 o rO' 

To his royal highneft the Duke of Glouceftcr, on his 

annuity of 9,000! . for three months, due 5th July 

1796 — - — , — ' — - 2,250 o o' 

TodittOa^onhisannuity of 8,oool. for ditto, due ditto 2,000 o o 
To his royal highnefs the Duke of Clarence, on hi» 

annuity of 22,000!. for three months, due 5th 

July 1796 — . — — 3,000 o o 

To the reprefentativefr of Arthur Onflow, efq. on his 

annuity of 3,000!. for three months, due 5th July 

1796 ' " ■ '' • • ' 75Q 0,0 

To the Earl of Chatham, on his annuity of 4,000!. 

for three months,- due 5th July 1796 ■■ . ■ 1,000 o o 

LI 2 
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Tb'Lord Rodnfcf, on his annqity of 2,oool. fortbfee 

mottths, due 5th July 1 79$ , ^00 o o 

To Lord Heathfield, on hit annuity of 1,500!. for 

three months, due 5th July 1 796' *— . . * ^7^ o o 

To the Earl of Bute, late one of the auditors of the 
Impreft, on his annuity of 7,000!. for three 
months, due 5th July 1796 — • — ■ ■ 1*750 o o 

To Philip Deare, efq. on his annuity of 300I. for ' 
• three months^ due 5th July 1 796 — — . 7 r o o 

To John Wigglefworth, efq. on his annuity of 300I. 

for three months, due 5th July 179$ 75 • ^ o 

To. Charles Harris, efq. on his annuity of 200I. for 

three months, due 5th July 1 796 -— ■ , .i, - ro o o 

Sir Y^illiam^ Mufgrave, late one of the commiffioners 
'for ■ auditing the public accounts, on his annuity of 
i,oooL for three months, due 5th July 1796 250 o o 

To Johtt-Thomas Batt, efq. another, on his annuity 

of I, oooL for three months, due 5th July 1796 250 o o 

To William Chamberlaynf, efq. another, on his an- 
nuity of i,oool.- for three months, due 5th July - 
ri796 — - ■ 250 o o 

To Sir John Dick, bart. another, on his annuity of 

500I. for three months, due 5th July 1 796 — iit op 

To John Martin Leake, efq. another, on his annuity 
of 500I. for three months, due5th July 1796 125 o o 

To Lady Dorchefter, on her annuity of i,oool. for 

three months, due 5th July 1 796 ' — — 250 p 

To John Penn, efq. of Stoke Pogis, on his annuity 

of ~3,oool. for three months, due 5th July 1796 J50 o 

To Richard Penn, efq. of Queen-Anne Street, on 
his annuity of i,bool. for tKrce months, due 5th 
July 1796 — '■— 250 o 

F<pr clerksy contingencies, &c. in the office for audit-, 
ing public account, for three mo&ths^ due 5th 
July 1796 — — — . ^^ — ,: — 1,500:0 o 

,1^ Sr George Yongc, bart. mafter of his majefty's 
mint in England, for three months, due 5th July 1796 ) ,450 o o 

|i*or the encouragement of the growth of hemp and 

ilax in England and Scotland^ for one year, ended 

iothMayx796 — - 6*33^15 ^ 

To John Reeves, efq. receiver of the feven public 

offices e(labli(hed purfuant to ah a^ 32 Geo. III. 

intitled, <• An adl for the more cffeftual adminiffra- 

*« tion of the office of a juftice of the peace in fuch 

f* parts of the counties of Middlefcx and Surry, at 

*' lie in 2uid near the metropolis, and for the more . 

*f cBbflaal prevention of ifelonies/' to enable him 

— "•■••,• J .. ... .» ■ .. ^.'t^i 



u 
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to difchargp the falarics to the clerks, jufticca, and 

incideiUal cxpences attendant on the faid offices 2,800 o o^ 

■ ■ i^ 

Total charge on the cbnfolidated fund, for the quarter 

ending 5th July 1796 — ^ — 3>92^>9J* ^. 4| 

Surplus ditto ditto ditto 211,384 i 7 



■*-^ 



Mcmoranfiuni — The above fum of 21 1,384!. is. yd., 
w^ applied by the commiflioners «ppointed by par- 
liament for reducing the national debt, in part of 
^5e,oool. fot the quarter .ended 5 th July 1796, 

Exchequer, 
the 2 jtb day of April 1797, JAMES FISHER^ ' . 



To the Honourable the Kiiights, Citizens, and BufgciTcs, 

in Parliament affenibled. 

An ACCOUNT of the Income of, and Charges upon, the 
CONSOLIDATED FUND, for the Quarter ending 
the 10th of Oftober 1796. 

INCOME. 

Confolidated duties of cuftoms — — ^ 878,843. 8 10 

Ditto - - excifc — ^^ — 1,807,041 3 ^^ 

Ditto - - ftamps — ^ -;— 366,318 7 6 

Ditto - - fait — — 89,383 17 8 

Ditto - - * letter money — — 130,000 o o 

Seizures, fince *2Cth Odober 1760 — - ^06 9 o 

Prefers ditto '- -^ 13 9 o 

Compofitionsi ditto — ■ ■ 034 
Deduftion of 6d. per lib. on penfions, fince 24th 

June 1 721 — — ♦- 9,000 o o 

Ditto IS, ditto on falaries, &c. fince ^ih April 1758 7,000 o o 

Duty on ho^ifes and windows, fince lothOftpb^r 1766 53>498 19 3 J 

Ditto-^ inhabited houfes, fince 5th July 1779 28,316 7 8 J 

lient of allum mines, fince 25th Odober 1763 480 o o 

Duty on hawkers and pedlars, fince 23d June 17 10 75^ o o- 

Ditto — hackney coaches and chairs, fince ift Aug. .1 7 1 1 8,900 o o 

Ditto — ' male fervants, fince 5th July 1785 - I5>230 6 3J 

Ditto — horfes^ fince 29th September 1784 ^9*^SS ^9 ^ 

Ditto — four-wheel carriages, fince 5th July 1785 31*328 S 6J 

pitto — two-wheelcarriages, ditto 2,770 j 10 



J 
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Duty on fagar, fince i ith April 1791 ^- 81,310 7 5^ 

Ditto — Britifh fpirits, iince 5th January 1791 i»623 a o 

Pitto — foreign fpirits, fincc ditto — SS^T^S ^ ® 
Ditto — bills of exchange and receipts* fince ift 

Auguft 1791 — — •— 52,150 o o 

Ditto •— game duty, fince ift Auguft 1 79 1' — , 2,272 i 4 

Ditto lol. per cent, on affeffcd taxes, iincc 5th April 1701 15,708 4 9^ 
Surplus of bills of exchange, and receipts, fince id 

Auguft 1791- — ' ^ — 28,4.6? 3 9 

Duty on Britifh fpirits, fince 2 ift February 1794. i»543 o ^ 

Ditto — foreign fpirits, fince ditto — 37»^25 o o 

Ditto — attornies articles, fince 5th February 1 794. S»38o 2 9 

Ditto — bricks and tiles (cuftoms), fince 28th March 1794 126 8 li 

Ditto — - - (excife), fince ditto ^ 24>i93 o o 

Ditto — flates, ftones, &c, fince 9th May 1794 8,453 17 i 

Ditto — paper (cuftoms), fince 5th April 1794 i»47o 11 3 

Ditto— ditto (excife), fince ditto — -— 18,750 o o 

Dhto — glafs, fince 1 7th April 1 794 — — 11,962 o o 

Ditto — diftillers licences, fince ditto — 1,000 o o 

Ditto — Britifti fpirits,^ fince 23d February 1795 '»542 o o 

Ditto — foreign ditto, finoe ditto — 37.889 o o 

Ditto — cocoa an^ coffee, fincc i6th March 1795 2,303 o o 

Ditto — tea - - - ditfo . -.i — 46>923 ^ o 

Ditto — fruit, filk, &c. fince 5th April 1795 57*9^5 ^5 ^ 

Ditto — coals, fince" 5th July 1 79 5 — — 1O1835 8 \\ 

Ditto — hair-powder certificates, fince 5th May 1795 94>787 3 o 

Ditto — wines, fince ' ditto — '55>3^9 ^ ^ 

Ditto — fweets, fincc ditto — — - 2,177 o o 

Dit^o — fiiip policies, fincc 5th July 1795 -r- 28,108 4 i 

Ditto — ftamps, ditto — — » I5»497 13 7 

Ditto — receipts, ditto — - — 2^821 6 i 

Ditto — tobacco and fnuff, fince 5th July 1796 39>947 ^ o 

Ditto — lol. percent, — , — ditto 3y^S^ ^ ^ 

Ditto — horfes, — — — ditto 400 o o 

Ditto — 2S. additional on ditto — ditto i,30d o o 

Ditto — horfc-dcalers licences, — ditto . 192 12- o 

Ditto — fait — — ditto . 8,000 o o 

Ditto — wines (cuftoms) — — ditto 44,270 3 ij 

Ditto — wines (excife) — — ditto 851 o o 

Ditto — fweets —1 — — ditto i»340 o o 

Ditto — hats — — — ditto i*39*5 ® • 

Ditto — legacies — — — ditto 1*894 o o 

Surplus on paper (excife) — ditto 1794 22,814 o o 
Iitjpreft money re-paid by John Sandeman, captain 

of an i^ndependent company ■■ . ■ ^39 ^4 J 

To ditto by Archibald Kennedy — — - 1889 (> 
Ditto by Patrick Campbell, agent to the account of 
' John Macdonald, deceafed, late captain of an in- 
dependent company — — — ' 163 10 7 
Ditto by ditto, on account of ditto — • ^-, 238 8 11 
Ditto re-paid by Nathaniel Day, late commijTary 16 
to the army in Canada — — -r- 25,510 14 loj 
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To impreft money re-paid by Ifaac Banc, cfq. late 

trcafurcr of thcnav}r — — -^ 5>S^o^ ^ ^ 

TMale fcrvants — — 3 '5 ^ 

Arrears of taxes, ^ Female ditto — — ^ 1*238 9 ^ 

I Carts — — — 7i< j 3 

Arrears of the 33d, 34th, 35tli, 36th, 37th,. 38th,. \ 
r4th, 9cth, 56th, 57th, 4s. aids and arrears of 

maUduty _ _ — — ^,38q 14' iif 

^ ' ■■■■ ■ ■ ■* 

4»378»748 S o 



CHARGE^ 

EXCHEQUER. 

Annuities, 2 -yfhs for two and three lives, due nth /. s. d. 

Oaoberi796 — — . — 2,04818 o 

Annuities, 3,700!. per week, with falanes to the 

officers of the receipt of his majcfty's Exchequer, 

due ditto . 7»9f7 " « 

, anno 1706, with ditto, due ditto — 6,181 2 lof 

_— - 1707, with ditto, due ditto — ' 2,038 o 6| 

per ift aa, 1708, wuh ditto, dueditto 1,229 '3 «l 

- 2d aft, 1708, with ditto, due ditto 2,649 ^ 3* 
on lives, with benefit of furvivorfhip, for fix 

months, due ditto — — — 270 o Q 

1 . . in claffcs, by aft 29 Geo. IIL dueditto 21,431 o 6 

SOUTH-SEA COMPANY. 

Annuity and management on 24,065,084!. 138. ii|d/ 
their prefent capital, for three months, due 10th 
Oaoberi796 — j- -^ '83,993 13 $% 

BANK OF ENGLAND. 

Annuity at 3I. per cent, per ann. 
by aa ^6 Geo. HI. for one 
year, ended Jth July 1796, to 
iiich contributors for railing 
i-8,ooo,oooL for the fervice of 
the year 1796, who did not 
make good their whole pay- 
ments on or before 2d January 
or 2d July 1796, but made 
good the fame on or before the 
7th06tober i796,ontheprin- £. x. d. 
cipal fum of 5,60 1 ,oool. 3I. per 
cent, confolidatcd annuities 168,030 9 • 

Annuity at ditto, by one other 
aa 36 Geo. IIL for fix months^ 
ended 5th July Z796« to fucli 
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. contributors for . raifipg £. t. d, £. #. /^ 

7,500,0001. for the fervice OT 
the; year 1796, who did not 
make good their whole pay- 
ments on Or before 2d July 
1 7^6, but made good the fame 
on or before 7th October 
1796, the principal fum of 
' *5,S2i>4.ooL 3I. per cent.'con- 
foiidated annuities — 52,821 o o 



Annuity at 4I. per ctnt. per ann, 

on the principal fum of 

35,500,0001. for fix months, 

ended loth Od^ober 1796 710,000 o o 

For fatisfying and paying the 

charges of management of the 

faid annuities, for the fame 

time, after abating 114I. is. 

6d. being the half of 2 2 81. 3s. 

in refpcdt of 507,000!. pur- 

chafcd by the commifiioncrs , 

for reducing the national debt 

before 5th April 1796 ■ lfi73 ^ ^ 



— 220,851 o o 



Annuity at 4I. per 

cent, per ann. on 

6,coo,cooL added 

to the above capital £. . j. d. 

by a6l 3 j; Geo. Ill, 

for the fame time 120,000 o O 
For fatisfying and 

paying the charges 

of management of 

the faid annuities on 

2,700!. per annum, 

for two years, ended 

lott Odlober 1796 5»40» o o 



Annuity' at 3I. per 
cent, per ann. com- 
monly called re- 
duced annuities, on 
the principal fum 
of 41,540,0731. 
1 6s. 4d. for fix 
months, ended loth 
Ottoberi7g6 623,101 3 ij 

For fatisfying and 
paying the charges 
of management of 
the faid annuities,' 



717,873 8 6 



125,400 00 • . 

— "— 843,273 8 6 
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fot the ^ianie time, £. /. /• £, /. /• £* x. /• 

ftfter abating ij054l. 

2s. 6d. being the 

rate of 450I. per 

million on 4,6S5>oool. 

purchafed by the 

above commiffion- 

crs before 5th April 

1796 — 8,291 7 to 

651,393 9 I if 

Annuity at 3I. per 
cent, per ann. added 
to the above capital ^ 

by aft s^ Geo. III. 
for the fame time, 
to fuch contribu- 
tors towards railing 
1 8, 000 ,000 L for ' 

the fervice of the - "• 

year 1796, as com-- 
pleted their whole 
payments on 2,074,125!. 
on or before 2d 
Aprili796 3i>xii 17 6 

Annuity at 3I. j^cr 
cent, per ann. for 
one year, ended 
jothOft. 1796, to 
fuch contributors 
towards railing 
i8,ooo,oool. who 
did not complete 
their whole pay- 
ments on or before 
2d April 1 796, but 
who completed the 
fame on 1,626,2501. 
on or before 7 th 
Odloberi796 48,787 10 o . 

^ 79,899 7 6 

Annuity at 3I. per cent* per ann* 
for fix months, to loth Odlobet 
1796, to the contributors for 
raiting 7,^00,0001. for the fer- 
vice of the year 1796, by one 1 
other aft 36 Geo. III. as com- 
pleted their whole payments on 
920,7501, on or ^ before 7th 
Oftober 1796 — — 13,841 f o 



7«5»»^4 ^ si 
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Annuities for long ^. s. d. £. • s. d. £. /. V. 

terms, confolidated 

. by feveral adls of 

parliament, for fix 

months, ended loth 

O^ober 1796 3^3>7^S ^9 ^ 

Fox fatisfying and 
paying thexharges 
of management of 
the faid annuities^ 
for the fame time ^^317 7 4 



388,083 6' 6 



Annuities for 65 J 

years, by aft ^^ 

Geo. III. for the 

fame time 42,750 o o 

For fatisfying and 

paying the charges 

of management of 

the faid annuities, 

at 961I. 17s. 6d. 

per annum, for two 

years, ended loth 

OAober 1796 1*9^3 15 o 



44,673 i5_ o 



Annuities for 64I: 
years, by adl 36 
Geo. III. to fuch 
contributors for , 
raifing i8,ooooool. 
for the fer\dce of ^ 

the year 1796, as 
completed their 
whole payments on 
or before 2d April 

1796, on 3i»555^- 
17s. 6d. per ann. 
for 6 months, ended 
xoth Oftober 1796 15,777 ^^ 9 

Annuities for ditto, 
by the faid ad, to 
thofc contributors 
IV ho did not com- 
plete their whole 
payments on or be- 
fore 2d April 1796, 
upon conipleting 

the fame, for one , 

year, ended loth ' . ' 

Odlobcr 1796 12,195 12 fi ' 

( — — -— — — Z7>973 " S 



Nr . , 



DEBATES. 267 



Annuities for 63 1 years, by one 
other a6l 36 Geo. III. to the con- 
tributors for raifing 7,500,000!. 
for the fcrvice of tnC year 1796, 
for fix months, ended loth OA. 
1 796, who completed their pay- 
ments on or before 7th Odl. 1796 4^,464 12 6 

Annuities for 30, 29, and 18J 

years, by ad^s 18, 19, and ?g 

Geo. III. for fix months, ended 

loth October 1796 — — 209,166 10 5I 

For fatisfying and paying the 

charges of management of tlie 

faid annuities, for the fame time 2.35J 2 q| 



465*195 5 3 



211,519 12 io| 



Anfiuiiies of \L per cent n. per annum 19 
be placed to the account of the Com- 
mijjioners for reducing the National 
Debt. 

On the capital (lock, of 6,250,000!. 
at 3I. percent, per ann. created 
in refpedl of 4,500,0001. bor- 
rowed purfuant to aft 33 Gcf), 
III, for three months, due loth 

Odober 1796 — — ^^^^^S ^ ° 

On the capital (lock of ii,ooo,ocol. 
. added to 3I. per cent, confoli- 

dated annuities by aft 34 Geo. 

Ill, for the fame time — 27,500 o o 

Oii the capitaLftock of 2,750000!. 

added to 4I, per cent, annuities 

by the faid la(l- mentioned aft, 

for the fame time — — 6»S75 ^ ^ 
On the fum of 9,680!, per annum, 

being il. per cent, on the future 

aftua! value of the annuity of 

I IS. 5d, per cent, on the above 

ii,ooo,oool. granted for fixty-fix 

years and one quarter, by the 

fame aft, at the end of forty- (ivc 

years reckoning the fame at the 

rate of 3I. per cent, per annum, 

for the fame time — — 2,420 o o 
On the capita! itockof 1,926,525!, 

I2S. 5d. 5I, per cent, annuities, 

created by aft 34 Geo. III. in 

lieu of navy and viftualling bill* 

delivered up to be cancelled, for 

the fame time '— — 4,816 6 3 

M m 2 



/■ 
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Onthecapitalftockof i8,ooo,oool, £, x, d, £. u d» 

added to 3I. per cent, confoli- 

datcd annuities by adl 35 Geo. 

Ill, for the fame - — — 45,000 o o 
On the capital flock of 6,ooo,oooU 

added to 4I. per cent, annuities, 

for the fame time, by the faid a A 15,000 o (^ 
On the fum of 12,835!. per annum, 

beine il. per cent, per annum on 

the future adlual value of 9s. 6d. 

per cent, on the afore-mentioned 

iS,ooo,oool. granted for fixty- 

five yean and one quarter by the 

faid adl, at the end of forty-five 

years, reckoning the fame at the 

rate of ^\. per cent, per annum, 

for the fame time — — 3>2p8 15 o 
On the capital ftock of 1,609,8971. 

17s. id. 5I. per cent, annuities, 

created byadl 35 Geo. III. in 

lieu of navy and vidualling bills 

delivered up to be cancelled, for 

the fame time — 4*024 14 lof 

On the film of 8,460!. per aanura; ^ 

being il. per cent, per ann. ori » 

the future aflual value of the an- 
nuity of 6s. 6d.per cent, per an- 
num on the afDrefaid 1 8,ooo,oool. 

granted for fixty-four years and 

one quarter, by the faid ad^, at 

the end of forty-five years, reck- 
oning the fame at the rate of 3I. 

per cent, for the fame time 2,1 15 o o 

On the capital ftock of 2 1 ,600, o©ol . 

added to the 3I. per cent, confoli- 

dated annuities, in' refpe<fl of 

i8,ooo,oool. borrowed by aft 

35 Geo. III. for the fame time 54,000 o o 
On the capital flock of 4,500,000!. 

added to 3!. per cent, annuities 

by the faid ad, for the fame time 11 1250 o o 
On the capital ftock of 9,000,000!. ' 

' added to 3!. per cent, confoli- 

dated annuities, in rcfpeft of 

7,500,000!. borrowed by one adl 

36 Geo. III. at the fame time 22,500 o • 
On the capital ftock of i,875,oooL 

' 3L per cent, reduced annuities, 

created by the laft- mentioned aft 

in refpeft of the faid loan, for the 

fame time ■ ■ • ■ — 4*687 10 

'Pn the fum of 2,925!. per annum, 
^ being il. per cent, per annum on 

•'he fotare aftual value of tht an-' 
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nultf of 5$. 6d. per cent, on the £. #. 4/. . £• f» d» 

afbrefaid 7,500,000!. granted for 
63I years, at the end of forty- 
five years, reckoning the fame at / 
the rate of 3I. per cent, per ann. 
for the fame time — — fir5 1 ^ o 
r^hc capital ftock of 4,176,663!. 45. 
2d. being 5I. per cent, annuities, 
created by zti ^6 Geo. III. in 
lieu of navy and vi^ualling bills 
jdclivcred up to be cancelled, for 
ihe fame time — — 'i»035 3 8| 



Annuities by* a6ls 4th and 5thlCing 

William and Queen Mary (com- 
monly called 14 per cents.) which 

ceafed 14th February 1792, and 
- are to be placed to the account 

of the commiffioners for reducing 

the national debt, for 3 months, 

to lothOdobcr 1796 — 12,128 15 yi 
nf^nnuities for 96 years, by a6ls 5th 

and 6th of the fame reign, which 

ceafed jtfi February 1792, and 

are to be placed to the account 

of the faid commiffioners, for 

the fame time —7 — '»5^9' ^ O' 



230,788 14 10 



^•7^o 3 7f 



jBank of England annuities for ten yicars, by ad 17 
' Geo. ml which ceafed 5th April 1787, and are to 

be placedfto the account of the faid commiffioners^ 

for fix months, due ibthOdober 1796 12,500 o o 

Bank of England, on their capital of 3,200,000!. at 

3I. per cent, per annum, for three xnonths, due f oth 

Odlober 1796 ■ — • — 2y,ooo o o 

Ditto ditto ditto 500,0001. ditto ditto 1796 3*7 50 o o 
Ditto ditto ditto i,25o,oo«l. ditto ditto 1796 9»375 o o 
Ditto ditto ditto 1,750,000!. ditto ditto 1796 13,125 o o 
Ditto ditto ditto 9S6,8*ol. ditto ditto 1796 7»40i o o 
Ditto ditto ditto 4,000,000!. ditto, parchafed of 

the South-Sea Company, for three months, due 

loth Oftober 1796 — 30*474 10 loj 

Tp the Judges of England and Wales on their feveral 

additional allowances, for three n^onths, due joth 

Oftober 1796 r— ■ 3,262 10 o 

To Ann Oafs, late office-keeper in the office for ma- 
naging the former duties on wine licences, for three 

months, due loth Odober 1796 — 5 O Q 

To Edward Roberts, efq. chief clerk to the clerk of 

the Pells, on 65 ol. per annum, formerly paid to 

the auditor of the receipt of the Exchequer for fa- 

iaries to the officers of the £;Lchequer-biU Office^^ 
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now payable to him per ac\ 23 Geo. III. for three £, t. d. 
months, due loth October 1796 / — 162 lo o 

For the fupport of his majefty's houfehpld for three 

months, due lothOdiober 1796 — 224,500 o o 

To his royal highnefs the Prince of Wales, on his an- 
nuity of 65,000!. per annum, for three months, 
due loth Odober 1796 — 16,250 o o 

To his royal highnefs the Duke of York, on his an- 
nuity of 14,0001. for three months, due lothOd. 
1796 ~ — — — 3»50o o o 

To his royal highnefs the Duke of Gloucefter, on his 
annuity of 9,000!. for three months, due loth 
O^bcr I7g6 — — — 2,250 o o 

To ditto, on his annuity of 8,oool. for ditto, due ditto 2,000 o o 

Tq his royal highnefs the Duke of Clarence; on his 
annuity of i2,oool. for three months, due loth 
OAoberi796 ■ — . 3iOoq o o 

To her royal highnefs the Duchefs of York, on her 
annuity of 4,000!. for three months, due i oth 0<fl. 

1796 - J -' 1,000 o o 

To the rcprefentatives of Arthur Onflow, efq. on his 
annuity of 5,000!. for three months, dqe loth Od, 

1.796 ■ -- ■- -; — • 750 o o 

To the Earl of Chatham, on his annuity of 4,000!, 

for three months, due I oth Odober 1 796 — i,coo o o 

To Iliord Rodney, on his annuity of 2, pool, for three 

months, due i oth Odober 1796 — — 500 o o 

Tq Ix)rd Heathfield, on his annuity of 1,500!. for 
^ three months, due lOth Odober »i 796 ■ 375 00 

To the Ear;! of Bute, late one of the auditors of tlic 

Impreft, on his annuity of 7,000!. for three 

months, due i oth Odober 1796 — — i*75o o ^ 

To Philip Deare, efq. late deputy of the Impreft, on 

his annuity of 300L for three months, due loth 

Odober i ; 96 — — 75 o o 

To John Wigglefworth, efq. late auditor of the Im- 
preft, on his annuity of 300I. for three months, 

due loth Odober 1796 ■ ■■ 75 o ^ 

To Charles Harris, gent, late clerk of the office of the 

auditor of the I/hpreft, on his annuity of 200I. 

for t*hrce months, due loth Odober 1796 — — 50 o o 

To Sir Wm. Mufgrave, bart. one of the coromiffioners 

for auditing the public accounts, on his annuity of 

i,ooq!. for three months, due 10th Odober 1796 250 o -o 

To John- Thomas Batt, efq. another, on his annuity 

of 1,000!. for three months, due lotn Odober 1796 250 o o 
To William Cbaml>erlayne, efq. another, on his an- 
nuity of I, cool, for three months, dueiothOd. 

1796 —^ 250 o o 

To Sir John Dick', bart. another, on his annuity of 

500I. foMhrce months, due 10th Odober 1796 125 o o 

To John Martin Leake, eftj. another, on his annuity 

of 500I. fox three montlis, due i oth Odober 1796 125 00 
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1*0 Lady Dorchefter, on her annuity of i,oool. for £^ /. /» 

three months, due loth Odlober 1796 — 250 o o 

To JohnPenn, efq. of Stoke Pogis, in the county of ^ 
Berks, on his annuity of 3,oooJ. for three months, 
due loth 06tober 1796 — ■ '^^o o d 

To Richard Penn, efq. of Queen- Anne Street Weft, 
in the county of Middlefex, on his annuity of 
i,oool. for three months; due loth Oft, 1796 250 o o 

For clerks, contingencies, &c. in the office for audit- 
ing public accounts, for threfe months, due loth 
Oftober 1796 — , ij^oo o ^ 

To J- Reeves, efq. receiver-general of the fcven public 
offices eftabli(h«d purfuant to an adl 32 Geo. III. 
intitlcd, *• An aft fpr the moreeffedual adminiftra- 
** tion of a juftice of the peace in the counties of 
** Middlefex and Surry, as lie in and near the me-" 

- ^' tropolis, and f5r the more efiedual prevention 
«' of felonies, &c." to enable him to difcharge the 
falaries due to the ju dices and clerks for incidental 
cxpences attendant on the faid offices — 2,800 o o 

The clerks in the office of the clerk of the Pells, for 

• their fcrvicc in the execution of the adts 29th and 
30 Geo. III. for granting annuities on lives, with 
benefit of furvivorlhip, for ^x months, due loth « 
Oftober 1 796 — -— •— — 440 o o 

To George Atwood, efq. infpcftor of tontine certi- 
ficates, to^ defray the expenccs attending the exe- 
cution of an aft '30th Geo. III. for converting cer- 
tain annuities, with benefit of furvivorihip," into 
annuities fotan abfolute term of years — — — 350 o 9 

To pay off and cancel exchequer bills made out pur- 
fuant to an aft 35 Geo.. III. for enabling his raa- 
jefty to direft the ifly.e of exchequer bills to a . 
limited amount r- — . — 7.95,215 i a o 

To the Sheriffs- of England and Wales, to enaWc them 
to take out their letters patent for their refpeftive 
offices, and for pafling tlieir accounts, for one year, 
ended loth Gftober 1796 _— — 4,000 o o 

To the Clerk of the Hanapel*, in the Court of Chan- 
cery, towards defraying the charges for falaries and 
allowances in that office ■ » 3,000 o o 

To Thomas Marfham, efq. fecretary to the com- 
miffioners for ifTuing exchequer bills to a 
limited amount ■ -> - — - . ... . 500 o o 

— ■ ' — ■ ■ 

Total charge on the confolidatcd fund, for the 

quarter ended lothOftober 1796 — 4,108,437 14 rrj 
Surplus of ditto - ditto ditto 270,31013 o| 

■■■■■■■ ■ ■ I ■ I I I I ■ 

( 

4»378>7.43 8 o 
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Utemdrandiem^-^The above fuift of ^-^^0,3 1 oL 
15s. o|d. was paid to the commiffioners 
for reducing the national debt, viz. 

To complete the deficiency of zjOjOOoL £4 /• /« 

in the quarter ended jth July 1,796 sSi6jg 18 5 

In part of 250«oooL for the quarter 

ended the loth Odtober 1 796 — 231 ,694 14 7I 

270,310 13 oj 
■<■ ' ' '■ ' ' ' • ■ 
Exchequer, 
the 25th day of April 1797. JAMES HSHER. 



To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeflcs, 

in i^arliament afTembled. 

An ACCOUNT of the Income of, and Charges Cipon, the 
CONSOLIDATED FUND, for the Quarter ended 
the 5th of January 1797. , 

INCOME. 

£' '• ^* 

Confolidatcd duties of Cuftoms — * — 914,901 7 4 

Ditto - - excifc *— — 1,862,520 2 5I 

Ditto - - ftamps — — 277,809 o o 

Ditto - - felt , — — 111,538 18 III 

Ditto - - letter money — — 123,000 o o 

Duty on hackney coaches and chairs, 1 7 1 1 — 5,800 o o 

Ditto — hawkers and pedlars, 1 710 . > ■ ■ ■■■ 500 o o 

Ditto — houfes and windows, 1766 — — '07*953 6 3^ 

Ditto— * inhabited houfcs, 1778 -.-,— 47>359 '7 'J 

Ditto — horfes, 1785 — ^-^ 37»9'5 10 ^ 

Ditto — male fervants, 1785 — — - 29,992 19 5 

Ditto — four-wheeled carriages, 1785 — — 44,600 3 z 

Ditto — two- wheeled carriages, ditto — 17*239 19 yf 

6d. deduftion on penfions, &c. 1721 ^ ^Z>S'^S 00 

IS. ditto on falaries, 1758 — — ii>399 12 ©i 

Seizures,' 1760 ■ ■ — 6,212 z o 

.Profers,, iitto «— -* ■ * ■ 3* 5 9 

Dutyonfugar — - — — . X4s,b27 4 5 

Ditto -^ Britiih fpirits, 5th January 179 1 — ^9913 ^ o 

Ditto — foreigtt ditto, ditto — — '4^^755 o o 

Ditto — bills of exchange and receipts, id Aug. 1791 32*1 jo o o 

X>itto — game duty, ift July 1 701 . 4»93i o © 

"nto of I ol. per cent., on afleirea taxes* 5th April 1 791 38>i95 4 £{ 
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Duty on Britifli fpinti, 2 ift February 1794 - 49079 o o 

Ditto — foreign ditto — _ '— 50,638 o o 

Ditto-^attornies articles, 5th February 1794 4*294 o o 

DittOT— bricks and tiles (cufloms}^ 28th March 1794 15 9 o 

Ditto '•^ dittd - -> (excife), ditto 28,239 a o 

Ditto — glafs, 17th April 1 794 — — 8,688 o o 

Ditto — flates, &c. oth May 1 7^4 — • .3»iS5 '^ ^J 

Ditto — paper (exciie)^ 5th April 1794 — 18,750 o o 

Surplus ot ditto — — — 18,193 o o 

Duty on paper (cttftomft)) ^th April 1794 ^ 2,321 17 • 6§ 

Surplus of tncduty on bills of exchange and Receipts, ~~ 

ift Auguft 1791 — - — - __— i;ioi o o^ 

Duty on diftillers licences — — — . 3,000 o o- 

Ditto -* Britilh fjjirits, 23d February 1795 — -- 5,188 00 

Ditto — foreign ditto ditto ■ 5r;887-~ a^tr 

Ditto — cocoa and coffee, i6th March 1795 — 8,214 o' xr 

Ditto — tea — — ditto : — — 50,020 o o • 

Ditto — fruit, filk, &c. 5th April 1795 — 35*24^ 1:2 - r 

Ditto — coals, 5th July 1795 — *~ 9»^'9 7 ^1 

Ditto — hair-powdex; certificates, 5th May 1795 6,647 ® ^ 

Ditto — wines, 23d February 1795 35*787 o o 

Ditto— fwccu, ditto — - — — 980 06" 

Ditto — fliips policies, 5tb July 1795 -t-' 23,45^ ^ ^ 

Ditto — receipts, ditto . — — — -1,17a. o. p 

Ditto — ftamps, ditto — — ,10,017 o.-.4> 

Ditto — tobacco and fnuffs, 7th December 1795 -■ 44»637 . ^ ^ 

Ditto of lol. per cent, on aiTefled taxes — - 27,478 15 \;8{ 

Ditto on horfes • ■ 16,^30 o ^o 

Ditto — 2S. additional on ditto — 18,175 o"o 

Ditto — horfe -dealers licences, 7th December 1795 342 o b 

Ditto — wines (excife) — — 97,314 o ]o 

Ditto — ditto (cttftoms) — — — 57,252 12 8f 

Ditto — fweets » * 985 op 

Ditto — hats *• ■ 877 o o 

Ditto — legacies ■■ S»599 ^.. 9. 

Ditto — fait • — ■ 8,000 o o 

Ditto — dogs v ■'-'■' ' '■ ■ ■ ■ 4>770 o o 

Arrears of female fcrvants « > ■ i 00 

Ditto — carts _.*.*—. o 14 o 

——— 58th, 4s. aid, anno 1794 . — 12,408 ty. 8| 
Impteft money rc-paid by John Alexander, captain 

of an independent company — ^' . ' ■ ■ * .291 2 10 

Ca(h brought to this account, being the fum reierved . 
in the cxcHcquer on the loth of Oftober 1795, for 

the ufe of the public, in refpedl of the annuities for » 
the nominees appointed by the commiflioners of the 

Creafury, purfuant to an ad 30 Geo. UL — 1 2 ,2 20 o 3I 



4.587*340 IS 7* 
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CHARGE. 

EXCHEQUER. 

Annvitiet, t^'jths excife for two and tbrc& Uves» for £» #• /• 

three months, due jth January 1797 - — a*04S 18 o 

Annoitict, 3,7001. per week, with falarks to the 
officers of the receipt of his majefty's Exchequer, 

for ditto, due ditto ■■ 7»9St *' 8 

■ anno 1706, with ditto, ditto, ditto 6,181 2 lof 
> 1707, ditto, ditto,^ ditto 2*038 o 6| 
per ift aft, 1703, with ditto, ditto, ditto 1,2*9 '3 'I 

■ t ■ 2d aft, 1708, ditto, ditto, ditto 2,649 ^ 3| 
■1- ■■ on lives, anno 1745:, ditto, ditto, for 6 months, 6,159 2 ^ » 

" II > 1 ■ — 1746, ditto, ditto, ditto ii>233 5 o 

^757* ditto, ditto, ditto 12*283 ** ^ 

■ I' ■ > i 1778, ditto, ditto, ditto 1,384-16 6 

— 1779, ditto, ditto, ditto 2,587 9 3I 

SOUtH-SEA COMPANY. 

Annnity and managenent on 24,065,0841* 13s. iifd. 
their prefent capital,- 4or three montHs* due 5th 
January 1797 -^_ ; _ '183,9513x3 si 

Atinuity and management on 1,919,6001. for half a 
'year, due ditto, after abating 140I. 6s. ip^d, being , 

. the half of "2I30I. i§f/'gd. being after the rate of ' 

562I. IDS. per' million, on the princ^al fum.of 
^499,0001. purchlifcd by tlie commimoncrs ap- 
"- pomted by Parliament for the reduftion of the na- 
tional debt tefore 5th July 1796 ^91193 to io| 

BANK OF ENGLAND^ 

Anniiity at 3I. per cent, per 

arin. on the principal fum of £. 1. /. 

'^ 124,649,6961. 5s. i|d. for fix 
' months, due 5th January 1797 1,869,745 8 io| 

For fati^fying and paying the 
charges of management of the . 
faid annuities, Cqjl the fame 
time, after abating the fum of 
2,1381. 2S. 6d. for the half of 
4,2761. 58. being after the rate 
of 450I. per million, on the 
^ principal lum of 9,505,000!. 

purchafedbythecommiffionerf 1 \ * - * 

- lor the reduftion of the na- 
tional debt before 5th July 
1796 — — . - i^907 " i| 
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«75 



For anfwering and pac- 
ing half a year's an- 
nuity on i8yOoo,oool. 
added to the above 
capital by a6k 35 Geo. 

Ill,, due 5th January 
179-7 

For the charges of ma- 
nagenicnt of the faid 
annuities on S^^ool. 
per annum, for two 
years, due 5th Janu- 
axy 1797 



£^ 



d. 



if. *• IT. 



27«,000 o o 



16,200 o o 



For anfwering and pay- 
ing half a year's an- 
nuity on 15,263,4001. 
at 3I. per cent, per an. 
part of 18,000,0001. 
granted by an aft ^S 
Geo. III. due 5th Ja- 
nuary 1797 

For anfvirering and pay- 
ing one year and a ^, 
half's annuity at the ' 
like rate on 6,332,4001 
refidue of the faid 
1 8,000,000 1. with 
th« additional capital 
of 2ol. per cent, due , 
5th Jan. 1797, after 
dedufting 4,200!. for- 
feited by certain con- 
tributors, not com- 
pleting their payments 284,958 

For ai^wering and pay- 
ing half a year's an- 
nuity on 3,963,8001. 
at jl.per cent, per an* 
part of 7,500,000!. 
granted by a fccond 
aft of the 36 Geo. ni. 
with the additions^ 
capital of 20L per 
cent, due 5th January 

J 797 



286,200 o o 



228,951 Q Q 



O O 



513*9^9 o o 



For anfwering and pay- 
ing one year's annuity 
at 3I. per cent, per 
ann. on 4,97o,40oL 
(thefum of 05,800!. 
being forfeited to the 
public by certain con« 



59,457 o o 



Nn 2 
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tnbutora not-'havi 

ins; completed their 

wnole payments) 

being the refidue of 

the faid 7,ooo,oooL £• /. /. 

due the faid 5th 

January 1797 149,112 o o /". s. d» 



For anfwering and 

paying half a year's 

annuity on 16,426,7971. ^ 

15s. 7d. at 3I. per 

cent, per annum, 

granted to fuch pro- 
prietors of navy, 

vi(flualling» and 

tranfpprt bills, who 

have delivered up 

the fame to be can- 
celled purfuant to 

an adl 37 Geo. III. * 

due ditto - 246,401 19 4 
For anfwering at^d 

paymg half a year's 

annuity at the like 

rate, on 1,999, 6991* 

48. 4d. granted to 

fuch proprietors of 

Exchequer bills, 

who delivered up 

their bills to be can- 
celled purfuant to 

the faid adt, due 

ditto — — 



208,569 o o 



29.995 


9 


9 


276*597 


9 


I 


£. r. J. 

1 








3,180,728 9 I 



Annuity at 5L per cent, perann. by 

a^s 24, 25, 34, and 35 Geou III. 

on the principal fum of 2 1,406,4161. 

19s. 4d. for half a year, ended the 

cth January 1797 — .»^ 535*»6o ^ 5I 
For the charges of management of 

the iaid annuities, for the fame time 4,81 6 8 io| 



^or anfwering and paying all and 
every the annuities, as ftated by the 
^£t 36 Geo. III. after the rate of 
5I. per cent, per ann. on the prin- 
cipal fum of 4,1 76,663!. 4s. 2d. 
being the amount to which the 
proprietors, &c. are entitled, who 
'^cUveied up their bi!U to be can- 



539*976 x? 4 
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celled, and carried 
their certificates to 
the Bank on or be- 
fore the I ft day of 
July 1796, to be 
converted intoftock^ 
|>urfuant to the faid £. u d. 
a^9 for half a year 
to5th Jan. 1797 10414x6 m ^\ 
For 'aniwering and 
paying one yeai's 
annuity on 2.37,^1 il« 
4d. to the perfon$ 
who had o^tted to 
carry their certifi- 
cates to the Bank 
to be converted into 
ilock on or before 
the faid 1 ft of July 
^796, purfoant to 
the faid afl, due 
the faid 5th Jan. 
*797 11,870 II o 



116,287 % 7{ 
Fof the charges of ' 

management of the 
£ud annuities* for 

the iame time 1,986 6 8 £, /• d, 

■■ 118,273 9 J J 

For anfurering and 

paying the annui^ 

ties asftatedbythe 

aft 37 Geo. III. on 

the principal fam of 

i,020,332L I IS. id. 

granted to the pro- 
prietors of navy, 

viftualliag, and 

tranfport bilb, who 

delivered up their 

bills to be cancelled 

purfoant to the faid 

aft, for half a year^ 

ended 5th January 

,797 .^ 50,508 6 3 J 

For anfwenng and 

pa)dng the annui- 
ties as ftated by the, 

faid aft on 2703202!. 

45. 8d. granted to 
' the proprietory of 

Exchequer bills, 

made out purfuant • 



13,1*5 a 9 
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to aft s6 Geo. in. 
who delive^d up 
their bills to be can- 
celled, for half a 

year, ended 5th Ja- £, /. /. £. /. i» £• s. d^ 
nu^yi797 6,75; i ij 

. 57,263 7 4j 

— ; -7*5*5»3 »3 "i 

Annuity and management on i^ooo^oool. at 31. per 

cent, per annum^ for ftx months, due 5th January 

1797 r i;#225 o o 

On their capital of 3,200,0001. at 3I. per cent, per 

ann. for three months, due ditto — — 25*000 o o 

On their capital of ^oo,oool. at 3I. per cent, per ann. 

for three months, due ditto — — 3»75^ o o 

On their capital of i,2;o,oool. at 3I. per cent, per ann. 

for three months, due ditto — — . 9^375 o o 

On their capital of 1,750,0001. at 3I. percent, per ann. 

for three months, due ditto -— 

On their capital of\986,oo 1. at 3I. per cent, per ann. 

for three months, due ditto — ^ 7f40i o o 

On their capital of 4,000,0001. at 3I. per cent. per. 

annum, purchafed of the South*Sea v^ompany for 

three months, due ditto — -— 30>474 16 loj 

Annuities granted by afts 

4th and jth of King William 

and Queen Mary (commonly 

called 14 per cents.) which 

ceafed on cth February 1 792, / 

and are to be placed to the ac- 
count of the commiflioners for £^. t, d. , 

reducing the national debt, for 

ditto, due ditto — — 12,128 15 7I 
Annuities for 96 years, by adls 

5 th and 6th of the fame reign, 

which ceafed at 5th February 

1792, and are to be placed 

to the account of the faid com- 
miflioners — — . — 1,591 8' o ' 

: ■ ■ i3>72o 3 7 1 

To be placed to the account of the commiflionen for . 

reducing the national debt, to complete 25o»oool. > 

for the quarter ended lothOftober 1796 — - 18^305 5 4 J 
To be placed to the account of ditto for ditto, for one * 

quarter ended 5th January 1797 — — ' 256,000 o o 

'Annuities of \L percent, per annum ^ tp he placed iff the account of the Com^ 
tniffioners for reducing the National Debt* 

Annuities on the capital dock of 
6,2^o,oool. 3I. percent, annui- 
ties, created in reipedl of 4,500,0001. ' 
borrowed purfuant to aft paffcd 
30th April anno 33 Geo. III. for 

one quarter of a year to the 5th £^ #. d. 

-Jiuaryi797 — — ^S>^^S 00^ 



DEBATES. a^f 



On the capital ftock of 1 1 >ooo,oooL 

3L per cent, annuities, created by 

adl pafled 20th February 1794, 

anno 34 Geo. III. for one quarter 

of a year to the 5th January 1797 27,500 o o 
On the capital ftock of 2,750,0001. 

4!. percent, annuities, created by 

the laft-mentioned aA, for the 

fame time — 6,875 ® ^ 

On the fum of 9,680!. per annum, 

being i L per cent, on the future 

aduad value of the annuity of 

lis. 5d. per cent, for the afoi^- 

mentioned ii,ooo,oool. granted 

for 66 years and three months, 

by the laft-mentioned a^, at the 

end of 45 years, reckoning the 

fame at the rate of 3I. per cent. 

per annum, for the fame time 2,420 o o 

On the capital ftock of 1,926,5251. 

128. 5d. 5!. per cent, annuities, 

created by aft pafled 23d May - 

anno 34 Geo. III. in lieu of navy 

and viftualline bills delivered up 

to be cancelled, for the fame time 4^Si6 6 3 
On the capital ftock of 1 8 ,ooo,oooK 

3I. per cent, annuities, created by- 

aft pafled i6th March 1795, 

35 Geo. HI. for the fame time 45,000 o q 
On the capital ftock of 6,ooo,oool. 

4I. per cent. ^ annuities, created 

by the laft-menti9ned aft, for 

the fame time — — ij^opo o o 

On the fum of 12,835!. per annum, 

being il. per cent, per annum on 

the future aftual value of the an- 
nuity of gs. 6d. per cent, on the 

afore-mentioned i8,ooo,09ot« 

granted for 6^ years and three 

months, by the faid aft 35 Geo* 

III. at the end of 45 years, reck- 
oning the fame at die rate (^3!. 

per cent, per annum, for the fame 

time — - 3,20^ 15 9 

On the capital ftock of 1,609,897k 

17s. id. 5!. percent, annuities, 

created by aft paflfed 28th April 

1795, anno 3^ Geo. III. in lieu 

of navy and viftualltng bills de- 
(livered qp to be cancelled, for 
. the fame time ~ — 4,024 14 io| 



L 
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Onthecapitalftockof 2t,6oo90ooL Jl^. s. d. £. /• ^ 

3L per cent, annuities, created in 

icfpetfl of i8,ooo,oocl. borrowed \ 

in purfuance of an a^ pailed 19th 

Decern. 1795, anno 36 Geo. Ill* 

for one nuarter of a year to the 

5th January 1797 ' 54>odo o o 

On the capital ftock of 4, 500,0001* 
41. per cent^ annuities, created 
by tne laft-mentioned aA in re- 
ipeft of the faid loan, for the 
fame time •— — 11^250 o o 

On the fum of 8»46ol. per annum» 
beine iL per cent, per annum 
on the futurp adlual value of 6s. 
6d. per cent, on the aforefatd 
i8,ooo»oooL granted for (ixty- 
four years and three months, at 
the end of 45 3rears, reckoning 
the fame at 3I. per cent, per 
annum, for the fame time — 2^1 15 o o 

On the capital ftock of o,oco,oooL 
31. per cent, confqlidated annui- 
ties, created in tefpedl of 7 , 5oo,oooL 
borrowed in purfuance of an adl 
pafied 14th May I79^> amio 36 
Geo. III. for the fame time 22*500 o o 

On the capital ftock of i,875,oool« 
3I. per cent, reduced annuities, 
created by the laft-mentioned ad 
in refped of the faid loan, for the 
fame time — — - 4,687 10 o 

On the fum of 2,925L per annum, 
being iL per cent, per annum on 
the rature adual value of the an^ 
unity of 5s. 6d, per cent, per ann. 
on the aforefaid 7,500,000!. 
granted for 63 years and nine 
months, at the end of 45 years, 
teckoning the fame at 3L per cent, 
per ann. for the fame time 731 ^ o 

On the capital ftock of 4,414,074]. 
48. 6d. in 5L per cent, annuities, 
created by an adl pafted r 9th May 
1796, anno 36&eo.in. in lieu 
ot navy and vidUialting biUs de- 
livered up to be cancelled, /or 
Iheiam^timc — — *i»03S 3 8f 

' 230,788 14 1% 
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To the Judges of England and Wales on their feveral ^. #. /, 

additional allowances, for three months^ due 5th 

January 1797 — ^ 3,262 10 o 

To Ann Cafs, late office-keeper in the office for ma- 
naging the former duties on wine licences, for three 

months, due 5th January 1797 — ^ ,500 

To Edward Roberts, efq. firft clerk to the clerk of 

the Pells, on 650L per annum, formerly paid to 

the auditor of the receipt of the Exchequer for fa- 

laries to the officers of the Exchequer-bill Office, 

now payable to-himperaft 23 Geo. III. for three 

months, due 5th January 1797 — — 162 10 o 

For the fupport of his majefty's houfehold for three 

months, due 5th January 1797 — 224,500 o o 

To his royal highnefs the Duke of York, on his an- 
nuity of 14,000!. perann. for three months, due 

5th January 1797 — "^ — . 3>500 o o 

To his royal highnefs the Duke of Gloucefler, on his 

annuity of 9,0001. for three months, due 5th 

January 1797 — — — 2,250 o o 

To ditto, on his annuity of 8, oool. for ditto, due ditto - 2,000 o o 
To his royal highnefs the Duke of Clarence, on his 

annuity of i2,oool| for three months, due 5th 

January 1797^ — -^ — 3, 000 o o 

To his royal highnefs the Prince of Wales, on his an- 
nuity of 65,0001. per annum, for three months, 

due 5th January 1797 — ;— — — 16,250 o o 

To her royal highnefs the Duchefs of York, on her 

annuity of 4,000!. for three months, due 5th Jan. 

1797 — I^OQQ Q ^ 

To the reprefentatives of Arthur Onflow, efq. on his 
annuity of 3,000!. for three months, due 5th Jan. 

'797 ": — . -^ 750 o o 

To the Ear! of Chatham, on his annuity of 4,oool. 

for three months, due 5th January 1797 — 1,000 o o 

To Lord Rodney, on his annuity of 2, oool. for three 

naonths, due 5th January 1797 — — 500 o © 

To Lord Heathfield, on his annuity of 1,500!. for 

three months, due 5th January 1797 ■ 375 o o 

To the Marquis of Bute, late one of the auditors of ^ 

the Impreft, on his annuity of 7,000!. for three 

months, due 5th January 1 797 — • — 1*750 o o 

To Philip Deare, ei^. late deputy of the Impreft, on 

his annuity of 300I. for three months, due 5th 

January 1797 /- — ^ ~- 75 o O 

To John Wigglefworth, efq. late auditor of the Im-s 

preft, on his annuity of 300I. for three months^ 

due 5th January 1797 ' ■ ■ 75 O o 

To Charles Hlirris, ciq. late clerk in the office of the 

auditors of the Impreft, on his annuity of 200L 

for three months, due 5th January 1 797 ■ 50 o o 

To Sir Wm. Mufgrave, hart, one of the commiffioners 

for auditing the public accounts, on his annuity of 

x,oool. for three months, due 5th January 1797 250 . o o 

Vol, IIL O o 



r 
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To Johm-Thomas Batt, efq. one of the commiiConers jf . $, £• 

for auditing the public accounts, on bis annuity of 

I yoool. per annum, for three months, due 5th Jan* 

'797 — — ' — — - 2 Jo o o' 

To Sir John Dick, bart, another, on his annuity of 

500I. for three months, due 5th January 1797 "" 125 .0 o 

To John Martin Leake, efq, another, on his annuity 

of 500L for three months, due yth January 1797 125 o o 

To William Chamberlayne , efq. another, on his an- 
nuity of I, cool, for three months,, due 5th Jan. 
1797 — ■ ; • 250 o o 

To Lady Dorchefter, on her annuity of i,oool. for 

three months, due 5th January 1797 250 o o 

Tp JohnPcnn, efq. of Stoke Pogis, in the county of 
Berks, on his annuity of 3, cool, for three months, 
due ^th January 1797 ■ 750 o .0 

To Richard Penn, efq. of Quceur Anne Street Weft, 
Middlcfex, on his Annuity of i,oool. for three 
months, due 5th January 1797 — — 256 o o 

For clerks, contingencies, &c. in the office for audit- 
ing public accounts, for three months, due 5th 
January 1797 i>50O 'O o 

To the Uftier of the Exchequer, for neceflaries, for 

the quarter ended 5th January 1 796 , — — 699 \ \\ 

To ditto, for ditto, for the quarter ended 5th April 580 1 9 2, 

To Robert Hepburn, efq. matter of his majefty's 

mint in Scotland — — ' 1,200 o o 

To Sir George Yonge, bart. ditto in England — 3,450 o o 

To the right honourable Henry Addington, Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons, to complete his allow- 
ance, from the 2 Jth day of March 1 796 to the 29th 
day of December following at the rate of 6,oool. 
per ann. according to the particulars mentioned in 
a certificate in that behalf — 625 13 9 

To pay off and cancel ei^chequer bills made out ^ur- 
fuant to an aft 35 Geo. lU. for enabling his ma- 
jefty to direft the iffue of exchequer bills to a 
limited amount — — — 80,824 15 3 

To the chief calhier of the governor and company of 

the bank of England by way of impreft and upon 

account for fees of various natures, paid at the 

trcafury, exchequer, and other offices, in relation 

to his accounts of the fcvcral bank annuities to the 

5th day of July 1795 — — • — • ^^'i '^ o 

To J. Reeves, efq, receiver-general of the feven public 

offices, eftablilhed purfuant to an aft 32 Geo.IIL 

intitled, ** An aft for the more effeftual adminiftra- 

*< tion of the office of a juftice of the peace in the 

<* counties of Middlefex and Surry, as lie in and 

«* near the metropolis, and for the more eflfeftual 
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•• prevention of felonies, Sec," to enable him to £, /, d. 

difcharge the falaries due to the juftices and clerks, 
and for incidental expcnces attendant on the laid 
office* — ■ ' '■ ' 3,000 o o 



Total charge, on the confolidated fund for the 

quarter ended cth January 1797 — ' 5,137,846 5 8J 

Total produce 01 the duties compofing this fund 

for ditto ditto 4,587,340 15 7} 

Deficiency at — ditto — — - SS^^i^S ^^ ^i 

Jklemorandum — The above deficiency of 550,505!. 
108, I |d. was fatisfied out of contributions to 
annuities granted for the fervice of the year 

Exchequer, 
the 25th day of April 1 797. JAMES FISHER. 



To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeflcs, 

in Parliament aflembled. 

An ACCOUNT of the Income of, and Charges upon, the 
CONSOLIDATED FUND, for the Quarter ended 
the 5th Day of April 1797. 

INCOME. 

£. s. d. 

Confolidated cuftomi — — — 681,227 11 9 

Ditto excife - ~ .. — — * i>440»935 ^^ lof 

Ditto ftamps — — . — — 276,762 o o 

Ditto fait - - .»- — 82,607 15 ' 7 

Ditto letter money - — — 125,000 o o 

Seizures fince 25th Odlober 1760 — 3*^73 11 8 

Prefers — — ditto > 22 18 o 

Compofitions — — , ditto — — 134. 

6d. per lib. ^n penfions, 24th June 172 1 — 9,000 o o 

IS, ditto on falaries, 5th April 1758 — — 3>5®o o o 

Hoafes and windows, 1766 — — 53»SS5 7 4f 

Inhabited houfes, 1779 — —1- 30>579 10 2 J 

Rent of alum mines, 1760 • ■ ■■ ■ 480 o o 

Hawkers and pedlars, 24th June 17 10 — - — 1,320 o o 

Hackney coaches and chairs, I ft Auguft 1711 and 1784 5*5<.o o o j 

Male fervants, 1785 ■ ^3*S3S ^3 ^i J 

Horfcs, ■ ditto — — — — x3>337 12 7 i 

Oca ^ ^ J 



o o 
o o 



o . o 

O lO 
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Four-wheeled carriages 178S ~ -. ^3,459 'i ^i 

Two- wheeled ditto, d-tto _ ^ '' Q^Q IQ C 

Female fervants, ditto (arrears) _ _ ^^ ^ ir o 

Waggons, — ' ditto ditto — _ 10 16 o 

Carts, — - diuo ditto — —. 1x80 

Bntijh fpirits, ditto - J ^ I 

Foreign ditto, ditto _ 27,014. o o 

Bills and receipts, ditto — 321C0 o o 

Surplus of ditto ^ ' _ ^[^le o o' 

Game duty, ditto _ _ ;J,^^8 ^ ^ 

lol. percent. ditto — S aIc a. q- 

Britilh fpirits, - 1794 - - 36^02 o o 

Foreign ditto, — ditto — ' — 30,cic 

Attornies' articles, ditto 2*861 

Brick and tiles (cuftoms) ditto 

Ditto (excife) ditto — _ 6,768 o o 

Paper, — _ ^iitto — _ 18,7 ro o o 

Surplus of — — ditto _ _' jg^' o o 

Paper (cuftoms) ditto — ^ 6 

Slates and ftones, ditto 1 ^^2 

Glafs, — — ditto --. i3'c2C o o 

Britifli fpirits, 1795 _. ^^[2^^ o ^ 

Foreign ditto, ditto -- 2Q,or2 o o 

Cocoa, &c. ditto - ^,^^, o o 

Wine, ditto _ 61,729 

Tea, ditto — 

Sweets, ditto — 92^ o o 

Fruit, &c. ditto — ' 12,400 c g 

Coals,., ditto - 756 18 3 

Stamps ditto _ ,0.923 o o 

Ship policies, ditto - ,9,297 o o 

Hajr-powder certificates, ditto 6 747 o o 

Receipts, ditto -^ i;66o o o 

liorle-dealers licences, 1796 277 o o 

Jfgacies, ditto _ 5,319 o o 

5^^«» ditto — 18,816 o o 

■Dogs, ditto — i,C2C o o 

Wine (excife) ditto _ 2,ccc o o 

Ditto (cuftoms) ditto --^ _ 49,860 7 6 

Tobacco, ditto — 39,51, o o 

Sweets, ditto ^ 957 o o 

^\ ditto — 8,000 o o 

™'^*^» ditto _ 4,230 o o 

lol. percent. ditto _ 8,1:17 8 6i 

28. duty on horfes, ditto . _ 4..C20 o o 



o o 

l,Sl2 O O 



Bnufh fpints. ditto ji.gjT q o 

Foreign ditto, ditto 2, gc8 o o 

Beeds. ditto ,^1^3 « o 

|I. per cent, ditto — ^ ^,^ o 6 

Sugar, ditto 5,^93 ,^ gi 

'^oni, ditto -^ i,ilt o • 
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Stagecoaches, 1797 — — — 3>o75 o o 

Impreft money rc-pjdd by John Hatfcll, cfq. 1 ■ 34 o o 

Ditto by Abraham Ncwland,cfq. on 

account of the commiffioncrs for iffuing exchequer 

bills — — — 32,000 o O 

Ditto by Claude Scott, cfq. on ac- 
count of corn^ &c. fold for the ufe of government 30,000 o o 

3»503»8o9 7 7 



CHARGE. 

EHCHEQUER. 

Annuities, 2-7ths excife for two and three lives, for 

three months, due 5th April 1797 2,048 18 O" 

Annuities, 3,7001, per week, with falaries to the 

officers of the receipt of his majefly's exchequer, 

for ditto, due ditto — — — 7»9y7 ^' ^ 

Anno 1706, with ditto, for ditto, due ditto 6,181 2 10^ 

— — 1707* with ditto, for ditto, due ditto 2,038 o 6:|^ 

Per I ft aft 1 708, with ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto 1,229 '3 ** 
■ ■ 2d 1708, with ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto 2fij^<^ 6 3 J 

.. on lives with benefit of furvivorlhip, for fix 

months, due ditto 370 o o 

in claflcs, by ad 29 Gij. tij, Rs. for fix 



months, due ditto , 21,431 6 

SOUTH-SEA COMPANY. 

For the annuity and management on 24,065,084!. 
13s. ii|d. their prefent capital, for three months,^ 
duc5th April 1797 183,99313 5I 

BANK OF ENGLAND. 

Annuity on their f 4,000,000!. at 3I, per cent, per ann, 
capital of \ purchafed of the South^Sea Com- 
pany, for three months, due 5ih 

April 1797 ^ 30»474 'o ^^\ 

Ditto — - ' 3,20o,oocl. ditto ditto 1797 25,oot> o o 

Ditto « 500,000!. ditto ditto 1797 3»7 5'^ o ^ 

Ditto *— - 1,250,0001. ditto ditto 1797 93 75 o ^ 

Ditto 1,750,000!. ditto ditto 1797 i^>i2? o o 

Ditto — 9S6,09ol. ditto ditto 1797 7/40i o o 

£* /• dm 

Annuity at 4I. per cent, per ann. on 

the principal fum of 35,5oo,oooU 

for fix months, due 5th April 1797 710,000 O o 
For fatisfying and paying the , 

charges of management <of the 

laid aixnuities^ for the fame time. 



a86 PARLIAMENTARY [Lords. 

after abating 114I. is.6d. being £• /• /• ^. x« d. 

the half of 2 2 81. 3s. in refped of 
507,000!. purchafcd by the com- 
iniflioners for reducing the national 
debt ' ^ 7,873 8 6 

Annuity at 4I. per 

cent, on 640oo>oooL 

added to the above 

capital by aft 35 

Geo. III. for three £* s. /• 

months ^ 120,000 o Q 
For (ktisfying and 

paying the charges 

of management, for 

tiie fame time I9350 o o 



Aiinuity at 4I. per 
cent, due 5 ih April 
1797, on 764,8611. 
58. lod. being the 
amount of the an- 
nuities to which the 
proprietors of navy, 
viftualline, and 
tranfport oills, de- 
livered up to be can- 
celled, are entitled 15,297 4 6 

Annuity of 4I. per 
cent, due 5th April 
1797 on 104,4321, 
5$. 8d. being the 
amount of the an- 
nuities to which 
the proprietors of ' 

exchequer bills de- 
livered up to bo 
cancelled are en« 
titled — — . 2,088 12 II 



121*350 o o 



Annuity at 3I. per cent, commonly 
called reduced annuities, on the 
principal fum of 4i,C4o,073l. 
1 6s. 4d., for fix months, ended 
5th 1797 623,101 2 ij 

For fatisfying and paying the 
charges of management of the 
faid annuities, for the fame time, 
after abating the fum of i ,2521. 
168. being after the rate of 45 ol. 
per million on the principal fum 
of 5,568,0001, purchafed by tha 



i7»385^7 S 

■ . . 856,609 5 n 
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aboTC commiflionerB before 5th , / • /• i. ^, •«. /• 
April 1797 <— — — 8j095 14 4 

651,194 i6 s{ 
Annuity at 3I. per ^ 

cent, added to the 
above capitalby adi 
36 Geo. III. on 

3»7oo,375^-P^'"*of 
4,500,000 1. to 

which the contri- 
bntors for raifing 
1 8,000,000 1. for 
the fervice of the 
year 1796 are enti- 
tled, who com- 
pleted their whole £. *. i* 
payments on or be- 
fore 7th Oft. 1796 55.505 12 6 
Annuity on 799,6251. 
to the contributors 
who have completed 
their payments for 
one year and fix 
months, doe 5th 

April 1797 35'9S3 2 6 

■ 91*488 15 o 



1 



Annuity at 3I. pcf 

cent, on 920,750!. 

part of 1 , 8 7 5 ,ocx)l. 

to which the contri- 
butors for raifing 

7,500,000!. granted 

by an aft 36 Geo. 

III. for the year 

1796, are entitled, 

who made good 

their whole pay- 
ments on or before 

7th Oft. 1 796, for 

fix months, due 5th 

April 1707 ^3,811 5 O 

Fot fatisfying and 

paying one year's 

annuity on 938,875!. 

to the contributors 

who have fince com- 
pleted their whole 

payments on thtt 

iame, the remaining 

fum of 15,375!,, 

having l^a fw* 



722,683 II si 
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fcited by certain ^, t. d. £. / . d. J^. ^. g^ 

perfoqs not making 
good their whole 
payments, due 5th 
April 1797 28,166 5 o 



41,977 10 o 

Annuides for long terms, confoli- 
dated by feveral a^ of parlia- 
ment, for fix months, ended 5th 

April 1^97 ' ^ — 383>765 '9 2 

For fatisfying and paying the charges 
of management of the faid an- 
naitics, for the fame time 4^3 17 7 4 



388,083 6 6 



Annuities for 65I 

years, by adt 35 . J[^. s. L 

Geo. lU. for the 

fame^ime 42,750 o o 

For fatisfying and 

paying the charges 

of management of 

the faid annuities,.. 

at 96 1 1. 17s. 6d. 

per annum, for the 

fame time •— 480 18 9 

Annuities for 64^ 
years, by ad 36 
Geo. III. to fuch 
contributors for 
railing i8,ooooool. 
for the fervice of 
the year 1796, as 
.completed their 
whole payments on 
or before the 7 th 
Odlober 1796, for 
fix months, due 5th 
April 1797 *i>S75 15 o 

Annuities for ditto, 
by the faid aft, to 
thofe contributors 
who completed their 
whole payments 
fince the faid 7 th 
Odlober 1796, for 
one year and a half, 
due 5th Apr. 1797 22,122 1^ o 



43»23«> 18 9 



764,661 I 5| 



43>998 10 9 
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Annuities ibr 63I £^ /• d. £, x. d. £. /• /« 

years, by the faid a^, 
to fuch contributors 
• forraifing 7,500,000!. 
for the fcrvice of 
the year 1796, as 
completed their 
whole payments on 
or before 7th Ofti 
1 7^6, fol" 6 months, 
due5th April 1797 4,464 12 6 

Annuities for ditto, 
by the faid aft, to 
the contributors 
who have fince com- 
pleted their ^p^y" 

^ments, the remain- 
ing annuity of 42L 
1 2s. 6d. being for- 
feited by certain 

'perfons not having 
completed thcjf 
payments, for one 
year, due ditto 11,65^ i 5 

16,117 15 o 

49^*430 10 5. 



Annuities for 30, 29, and i8| 

years, by afts 18, 19, and 79 
' Geo. IIL for fix months, due 

5th April 1797 -— 209,166 10 5I 

For fatisfying, and paying the 
charges of management of the 
faid annuities^ for the fame time 2,353 2 ^| 

• • 

Annuities by afts 4th and 5th King 
William and Queen Mary (com- 
monly called 14 per cents.) which 
ceafed 14th February 17929 and 
are to be placed to the account 
of the commifiioners for reducing 
the national debt, fbr 3 months^ 
due ditto 12.128 15 7J 

Annuities for 06 years, by aCls ^th 
and 6th of the fame reign, whKh 
ceafed at 5th February 1792, and 
are to be placed to the account 
of the faid commiffioners, for ^ 
the fame time -^ — 1,591 8^ o 



211,519 12 io| 



■).■«* 



I3.7»» s 7i 
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Annuities for ten years, by aA 1 7th Geo. III. which £• 9. tU 
ceafed on 5th April 1787, and are to be placed to 
the account of the faid commifliontrs^ for 6 months, 

due jth April 1797 — — *^ 12,500 o • 

Annuities at 5I. per cent, to fuck of the contributors^- 

for raifmg i8,ooo,oool. as completed their whole 

payments on 2,378,362!. los. part thereof, on or 

ijiefore the 2d April 1797, the faid contributors be- 
ing entitled to 112I. los. capital flock for tytry 

lool.fubfcribed, for fix months, due ditto 59>459 * 3 

For the fupport of his majeily's houfchold for three 

months^ due ditto — — 224,500 o • 

To Ed\5(ard Roberts, efq. firfl clerk to the clerk of 

the Pells, on 650I. per annum, formerly paid to 

the auditor of the receipt of the E)xchequer for fa- 

laries to the officers of the Exchequer-bill Office, 

and now payable to him per ad 23 Geo. III. for 3 

months, due ditto — ^ — 162 10 • 

To Ann Cafs, late office- keeper in the office for ma- 
naging the former duties on wine liceiictes^ for three 

months, due ditto — — < • 5 o • 

To the Judges of England and Wales on their feveral 

additional allowances, for three months, due ditto 3*262 10 

To his royal highnefs the Duke of Gloucefler, on his 

annuity of 8,oool. for ^hrce months, due ditto 2,000 o o 

To ditto, on his annuity of 9, oool. for ditto, due ditto 2,250 Q o 
To the reprefentatives of Arthur Qnflow, efq. on his 

annuity of 3, ocol. for three months, due ditto 750 o o 

To the Earl of Chatham, on his annuity of 4,000!. 

for three months, due 4itto — — 1,000 o • 

To Lord Rodney, on his annuity of 2 ,oool. for three 

months, due ditto — — — 500 o o 

To Lord Heathfield, on his annuity of i,50oL for 

three months, due ditto ' * — ^ 375 o » 

To Lady Dorchefter, on her annuity of i^oool. for 

' -three mouths, due ditto — . 250 o o 

To the Marquis of. Bute, late one of the auditors of 

the Impreft, on his annuity of 7,000!. for thfcc 

months, due ditto — — •— '»750 o « 

To Philip Deare, efq. on his annuity of 300I. for. 

three months, due ditto — . , , ■ 75 o o 

To JohnWiggllfworth, efq. on his annuity of 300I. 

for three months, due ditto — 75 o • 

To Charles Harris, gent, on his annuity of 200I. for 

three months, due ditto — 50 o o 

To Sir Wm. Mufgrave, bart. one of the commiffioners 

for auditing the public accounts^ on his annuity of ' 

I, oool. for three months, due ditto — -t 250 o • 

To John-Thomas Batt, efq. another, on his annuity 

of I, oool. for three months, due ditto . -^ 250 o O 

To William Chamberlay^iie, efq» another, on his an- 
nuity of *i, oool. for three hionths, due ditto 150 O • 
To Sir John Dick, bart. another, on hii annuity of 

5 colt for three months, due 4ittt> —« - ' 125 o » 
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"iTo John Martin Leake, cfq. one of the commiflionert ^f . i. dm 

for auditing the public accounts, on his annuity of 

500I. for three months, due 5th April 1797 ' — 125 o • 

Salaries to clerks and for contingencies in the ofEce of 

the faidcommiflioners, for three months, due ditto * 19500 o o 
To Sir George Yonge, bart. mafter and worker of his 

niajefty's mint, for three months, due ditto ' 3*45^ ^- • 

To the commiffioners appointed for the reduftion of 

the national debt, to oe by them applied towards 

the red uftion of the national debt, for three months* 

due ditto — — — x 2jo,ooo o o 

Anttuify at i/. percent^ pdyahle to the 
CommiJJioners for reducing the Na- 
tional Dshtm 

On the capital ftock of 6,250,0001, ^ 

at 3I. percent, per ann. created ^ 

in refped^ ot 4,500,0001. bor- 
rowed purfuant to an aft paffed ^. /• /. ^. t* d. 

30th April, II Gij/tij. Rs. for 

three months, due 5th April 1797 15,625 o o 
On the capital ilock of II, ooo,oool. ,- 

31, per cent, annuities, created 

by an aft paffed 20th February, 

34Gij. tij. Rs. for the fame time 27,500 o • 
On the capital ftock of 2,750,0001. ^ 

4I. per cent, annuities, created 

by the laft-mentioned aft, for the 

fame time — — ^ — ^1875 o • 
On the fum of 9,68oL per annum, " . 

being rl. per cent, on the future 

aftual value of the annuity of 

I IS. jd. per cent, on the afore- 

naentioncd ii,ooo,oocl. granted 

for 66 years and 5 months by the 

faid lafi- mentioned aft, at the end 

of 45 years, reckoning the fame 

at the rate of 3I. per cent, per 

annum, for the fame time — 2,420 o • > 

On the capital ftock of 1,926,525!. 

128. 5d. 5I. per cent, annuities, 

created by an aft paffed 23d May, 

34 Gij. tij. Rs. in lieu of navy 

and viftuallfng bills' delivered up 

to be cancelled, for the fame time 4»8i6 6 3 
On the capital ftock of i8,eoo,oool. 
^ 3I. per cent annuities, created 
' by an aft paffed i6th March, i^ „ • 

Gij. tij. Rs, for the fame time 45,000 o o 
On the capital ftock of 6,000, cool. 

4I. per cent, annuities, created by 

the laft-mentioned aft, for the ^ * ' 

ikmetinie ^» — 15,000 o • 

Pd 2 
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On the capital ftock of 12,8351 per £. s. d. '£. ^ s^ dL 

- annum, being, il. per ctnt, per 

annum on theiuture aftua) value 

of the annuity of 98. 6d. per 

cent, on the aforc-mentioncd 

i8,ooo,oool. granted for fixty- 

five years and three months by the 

faid a6l, at the end of forty-five 

years, reckoning the fame at the 

rate of 3I. per cent, per annum, 

for three months, due 5th April 

1797 — — 3,208 15 Q 

On the capital ftock of 1,609,897!. 

175. id. 5I. per cent, annuities, 

created by an a^ paffed the 28th 

1795, in lieu of navy and vidu- 

alling bills delivered up to be 

cancelled, for the fame time 4>024 14 lof 

On the capital (lock of 21,5:95,8001. 

psiTt of 21 ,6oo,oool." 3 per cent. 

annuities, created in refped of 

i8,ooo,oool. borrowed in purfq- 

ance of an aft paffed 19th Dec. 

1795, after deducing 4,200!. 

forfeited by certain contributors 

not completing their payments, 

for the fame time 5399^9 ^o ^ 

On the capital ftock of 4,500,000!. 

5 per cent, annuities, preated by 

the laft- mentioned a^ in refpefl 

of the faid loan, for the fame time 11,250 o Q 
On the fum of 8,460!. per annum, 

being il. per cent, per ann. on , 

the future adlua! value of the an- 
nuity of 6s. 6d. per cent, on the 

aforefaid i8,ooo,oool. granted 

for 64^ years, at the end of 45 

years, reckoning the fame at 31. 

per cent, for the fame time 2, 11 5 o o 

On the capital dock of 8,934, 20ol. 

part of 9,ooo,occl. 3I. per cent. 

confolidated annuities, created in 

icfpeft of 7,500,000!. borrowed 

in purfuance of an adl paffed T4th 

May 1796, after deducting 

65, 8 ool. forfeited by certaifi 

contributors not completing their , 

payments, for the fame time 22»335 ^^ ^ 

On the capital dock of r, 8 59,6251. 

.part of 1,875,000!. 3!. -per cent. 

leduccd annuities, created by the 

laft-mentioned adl, after deduc- 
ing I c,375L forfeited by certain 

contributors not completing theii: 



> : DEBATES. on 

payment's, foe thrccc months, due £• u d. jf . r, d^ 

^th April 1797 — — 4»^49' ^ 3 

On the fum of 2,925!. per annum, 

being il. per cent, per ann. on ' , 

the Kiture a^ual value of the an- 
nuity of 5;s. 6d. per ann. on the 
aforefaid 7,500,000!. granted for 
6i\ years, at the end of 45 years, 
reckoning the fame at 3 1, per 
cent, psrann. for the fame time 731 5 o 

On the capital ftock of 4,414,074.1. ^ 

4s. 6d. in 5I. per cent, annuities, 
created by anatl paffed 19th May 
^796, in lieu of navy and viclu- 
alling bills delivered up to be can-» 
celled, for the fame time ">035 3 ^f 

On thecapital (lock of 16,437,273!. 

I s. in 3I. per cent, confolidated 
annuities, created by an ad paffed 
igthMay 1796 in lieu ot navy 

and viftuallirtg bills delivered up . 

to be cancelled, for the fame time 41,093 3 7I 
On 'the capital ftock of 764,8611. 
5s. lod. 4I. percent, annuities by 
the faid af\, in lieu of navy and 
vi<5lualling bills, for the fame time 1 ,9 1 2 3 o^- 
On the capital ftock of 2,024>2 28l. 

18s. 9d. 5I. percent, annuities 

by the iaid ad, in lieu of navy 

and vidlualling bills, as above, 

for the fame time — —* _j,o6o .1 1 J 
On the capital ftock of i ,999,699!. 

4s. 4d« 3I. per cent, annuities by 

the faid aft, in lieu of exchequer 

bills delivered up to be cancelled, 

for the fame timq — — 4*999 4 '^1 
On the fum pf 104,432!. 5s, 8d. 

4!. per cent, annuities by aft 37 

Geo. III. * in lieu of exchequer 
• bills delivered up to be cancelled, 

for the fame time . — •— 261 i 7 

Op the funi of 270,202!. 4s. 8d. 

5!. per cent, annuities by the faid 

ad, in lieu of exchequer bills de- 
livered up to be cancelled, for 

the fame time ■ -7— ^75 to t ^ 

On thefum of 2,378,362!. ros. part 

'oT 1 8,ooo,co61. 5!. per cent, an- 
nuities, creat'id by an aA 37 Gij. 

tij. Rs. on account of certain con- 

tnbutors completing their pay- 
ments before the 2d April 1797. 

for -^bc fame time r^ — J»945^ 18 i| 
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To JohnPcnn, cfq. of Stoke Pogis, Berks, on his ^f. /. J,] 

annuity of 3,000!. for three months, due ^th April 

Ijgj j^Q Q ^ 

To Richard Penn, cfq. of Queen- Anne St rtct Weft, 
Middlcfex, on his annuity of- x ,oool. for three 
months, due ditto ■ — ^50 o • . 

To his royal highpefs the Duke of Clarence, on his 

annuity of i2,oool. for three months, due ditto 5»ooo o o 

To his royal highnefs the Duke of York, on his an- • 

nuity of 14,000!. for three months, due ditto 3>S®® ^ ^ 

To lier royal highnefs the Ducliefs of York, on her 

annuity of 4,00: 1. for three months, due ditto 1,000 o • 

To his royal highnefs the Prince of Wales, on his an- 
nuity of 6c, ocd. for three months, due ditto 16,250 o 9 

To the right nonoural)le Henry Addington, Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons, to complete his allow- 
ance, from the 5th day of January to the 25th day 
of March 1797, at the rate of 6,oool.,per annum, 
according to the particulars mentioned in a certifi- 
cate in that behalf — ■■ «■■■ • 650 it 6 

To John Reeves, efq. receiver of the feven public 
offices of police, to pay the falaries of clerks, &c. 
of the faid offices ^ 3,800 o o 

To George Atwood, efq. infpeftor of tontine certifi- 
cates, to defray certain exp^nces attending the ex- 
ecution of an aft 3oGij. tij. Rs. 350 o 

To the Chief Cafhier of the South-Sea Company, for 
fees of various natures paid at the exchequer, trea- 
fury, &c. for threes years, ended 5th Jan. 1796 5$© 18 o 

To pay o^ and cancel exchequer bills made out pur- 

fu ant to an aft 35 Geo. 111. — -^ 34»i66 14 6 

To the Clerks in the office of the Clerk of the Pells, 
for their fervice in the execution of afts 30 and 
zg Geo. III. for granting annuities on lives, &c. 
for fix months, due 5th April 1797 — — 440 o o 

To Thomas Mar (ham, cfq. fccretary to the commif- 
fioners for iffuing exchequer bills to a limited , 
amount, by aft 34 Geo. III. for expences attending 
^hc execution of the faid aft — — — 500 o o 



■4 



Total charge on the confolidated fund for the 

quarter ended cth April 1797 — 3»S74*4-20 15 8J 

Total produce of the duties compofing this fund 

at ditto ' ditto ' — =— — - 3*503,809 7 7 

Deficiency — ditto , — - — 70,61 1 8 j J 



Exchequer, 
the 25th day of April 1797, JAMES FISHER. 



DfifiATfeS. 095 

'To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeflcs, 

in X^arliament aflembled. 

.An ACCOUNT of the Income of, swd Charges upon, the 
CONSOLIDATED FUND, for the Quarter ending 
the 5th Jtjly 1797. 

INCOME. 

r J 

Confolidatcd cuftoms — .— — 263*230 6 6^ 

^ittoexcifc ^ _ _ 1,952,36418 oi 

Ditto ftamps — _ z^.^^o o o 

Ditto letter money - — _ 146,600 00 

Ditto fait - ^ _ g^,3^g ,, ,,| 

Secures _ g^^ g ^^ 5, 

Profers — _ ^ ^ ^ 

Rent of alight-houfe — — 6 13 4. 

Alienation duty ■. .■ - i "21 8 8 

Hawkers and pedlan, 1710 — — 'q3COo 

Hackney coaches and chairs, 171 1 ^ qqo q ^ 

^'Iaf^ ~r ~'^^^ ' ^'^^° ^ o 

6d. deduftiononpenfions, 1721 — _ • 10,000 o o 

IS, ditto falancs 1758 -, _ ,0,534 ,4 6 

Houfes and windows, 1 766 — — ^ 127. cii o i^ 

Inhabited houfcs, 1779 ^^[^ ^ J 

Mae fervants, ,785 . 37,^^^ ,^ | 

V \ ,A^- 37.726 15 61 

rout- wheeled carnages • ^i ;i4. i in 

Two-wheeled ditto — ^ — — 21607 it Ul 

Waggons ^ Arrears — — 1- ' j ,2 J* 

Carts — dittos — ^ 2 16 3 

Britilh fpints ditto _ 22J0J ^ ^ 

Foreign ditto ditto — ..— - 39 C17 o o 

Bills and receipts • ditto - ^^\\^^ ^ ^ 

Surplus of ditto ditto - _ 3,637 o o 

Game duty ditto — --. 2,177 o 'o 

Bntiih fpirits _ ,794 _ _ ^3,^^ ^ o 

Foreign ditto — ditto — — . 29,512 
Attornies' articles - ditto — — 

Glafs — — ditto — -^ 95 10 00 

Bricks (cxcife) ditto — ^ 'Lo o o 

Ditto (cuftoms) ditto — — . jr^ ^ ^x 

Paper (excife) * ditto — — 18,750 o o 

Surplus of — w- ditto ^ _ iS.QQi o o 

Paper (cuftoms) ditto — — 2,183 7 ot 

Slatci,.&c. ditto ^ :^ .^ ' 3 ici 16 lo^ 

Spirit Uccncet ditto _ _ 30)500 o o* 

Brmlh fpiru. ,79s _ 23^6 o a 

jPprcign ditto ditto -- -_ 29,364 o o 



o o 
4>095 o o 
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Wine 1795 

Goalt . ditto 

Tea ditto 

Sweets ditto 

Cocoa ditto 

Fruit, filk, &c. ditto 

Stamps ditto 

3hip policies ditto 

Hair-powder certificates ditto 
Receipts ditto 

Horfc-dealcrs' licences 1 796 



Legacies 

Surplus of ditto 

Hats 

Surplus of ditto 

Tobacco 

Wine (cuftoms) 

Ditto (excife) 

Sweets 

Salt 

lol. per cent. 

Horfes 



ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

dittb 

ditto 

ditto 



as. addit. duty on horfes dino 

Dofs 

Britifh fpirits 

Foreign ditto 

Deeds 

Tea 

Sugar 

Cocoa 

Au^ions 

Stage coaches 

Bricks 



ditto 

1797 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 



6 



8 
9i 



32i945 

4»354- 
98,643 

1.673 

4»92o 
20,9:9 

J 1 ,102 

26,021 

85.295 
1,272 

221 

10,269 

2,369 

8»55i 
39,968 

70,329 

98,109 

1,729 

S,ooo 

45»7'3 

3S'S95 
29,970 

23,466 

21,906 

20.975 

ii7'3'9 

24*653 

. 6s« 

9.445 
10,878 

271 

> 1,198 



^0,000 
50,000 



Arrears of 44th 4s. aid, anno 1780 123 
54th 4s. 1790 17 

57ih 4s. ^ 1793 1,056 14 10 

^oncy paid by the commiffioners for the fale of 
Dutch prizes — — — ' 

Money paid by Claude Scott, efq. on account of wheat 
fold for the ufe of government — — 

Money paid by Abraham New land, efq. on account 
of the comraiflioners for iffuing exchequer bills 
purfuant to aft 35 Geo. 3tij. Rs. ^ 

Money paid by the Eaft-India Company for the fale 
of Dutch prizes ^ — 

Money brought to this account, being the fum re- 
fcrved in the exchequer at 5th April 1797, for 
the ufe of the public, in rcfpeft of the annuities for 
the nominees appointed by the commiifioners of the 
treafury, purfuant to an aft 3oGeorgij 3tij. Rs ia,286 

Imprcft money re-paid by Thomas Rudfell, efq. ' 550 
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33,000 o o 
500,000 o a 



14 6f 
o o 



4,973,676 8 €J 



DEBATES. 59; 
CHARGE. 

EXCHEQUER. 

Annaities, 2-7ths excifc for two and three lives, for £. /. ^ 

three months, due 5th July ijoy 1,048 18 o 

Annuitiei, 3,700!. per week, with the falaries of the 
officers of the receipt of his majefty's Exchequer, 

for ditto, due ditto ^ ■ 7j957 h 8 

> anno 1706, with ditto, ditto, ditto 6,181 2 lof* 

' ■ ^707* ditto, ditto, ditto 2»03? o 6i 

— — — * per ift ad^, 1708, with ditto, ditto, ditto 1,229 13 'f 

■■ 2d aft, 1708^ ditto, ditto, ditto 2^64.9 ^ Si 

' '■ on lives, anno 174JJ ditto, for 6 months, ditto, 6,159 ^ ^ 

■ — 1746^ ditto, ditto, ditto 11,233 S ^ 

■- 1757* ditto^ ditto, ditto 12,283 ^^ ^ 

i ^ 1778, ditto, ditto, ditto 1,384 16' 6 

■ ■ i779» ditto, ditto, ditto 2,587 9 3^ 



SOUTH-SEA COMPANY. 

Annuity and management on 24,065,084!. 13s. ii|d. 
their prefent capital, for three montlis, due 5th 

July 1797 -— ^ — 183,993^3 Si 

Annuity on 1,919,6001. tor halt a £. s. dm 

year, due ditto — — 28,794 • o 

Annuity and management on the 

faid annuity for the fame time, 

after abating 142!. 17s. 6d. for s 

the half of 285I. 158. oeing after 

the rate of 562!. los. per million, 

on the principal fum of 508,000!. 

purchafcd by the commiflioners 

for the reduAion of .the national * 

debt before 5th January 1797 397 o 3 

29,191 o 3 

BANK OF ENGLAND. 

Annuity on their f 4,000,000!. at 3I. per cent, per ann. 
capital of \ purchafed of the South-Sea Com- 
pany, for three months, due 5tli 

July 1797 30»474 10 io| 

Ditto ■ 3,2oo,oocl. ditto ditto 1797 25,000 o cr 

Ditto — — 500,000!. ditto ditto 1797 3*7 5^ o o 

Ditto — 1,250,000!. ditto ditto 1797 9,375 o a 

Ditto 1,750,000!. ditto ditto 1797 I3>i2 5 o o 

Ditto ■ 986,800!. ditto ditto 1797 7>40i o o 

Annuity at 3I. per cetit. per 

ann. on the principal fum of /^. x. d* 

124,649,6961, 5s. i|d,for{ix 

months, due 5th July 1797 1*869,745 8 io| 



w * 
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For fatitfying and paybg the 
charges of management of the 
faid annuities, for the fame 
time, after abating 2,4991.158. 
for the half of 4>999l* los. 
being after the rate of 450I. per 
million, on ^he principal fum 
of 1 1 , 1 io,oool. purchafed by 
the commiilioners for reducing J^* Sm d. 
of tlie national debt before 5th 
January 1797 — — 25»5+6 8 7f 



1,895,291 17/ 6 
For anfwcring and £. s, d» 

paying half a year's 

annuities on i8,ooo,oooK 

added to the above 

capital, purfuant to 

an a6k 35 Geo. III. 

due 5th July 1797 270,000 o o 
Fbr anfwering and 

paying the charges 

of management of 

the faid annuities^ 

for the fame time 4>o;o o o 

- . 274,050 o o 

For anfwering and 

paying half a year's 

annuities on 2i,595i8ooL 

added to the above 

capital, purfuant to 

an adl 36 Geo. III. 

due5th July 1797 323,937 o o 
For anfwering and 

paying the charges 

of management of 

the faid annuities^ 

on 9,7181. 28. 2d. 

per annum for two 

years, due jth July 

'797 '9*436 4 4 

■ 343^373 4 4 

Fpr anfwering and 

paying half a year's 
annuity on 8,934,2001. 
added xo the above 
capital, purfuant to 
another adl 36 Geo. 
III. due 5th July 
1797 — 134*013 o o 

For anfwering and 
paying the charges 
of management of 
cbe (aid anniuties^ 



•■ I 



DEBATES. a99 

on 4^0201. 78. 9jd. £. /. d. £. t. d. J[. u /. 

perann. for i J year, 

due 5th July 1797 6,030 II 8f 

. _— 14O1O43 II 8J 

Fpr anfwering. and 

paying half a year's 

annuity on i6>44i,i75l. 

4S« lod. added to 
>the above capital, , 

purfuant to an adt 

37th Geo. III. in 

lieu of navy bills 

delivered up to be 

cancelled^ due ditto 246,617 12 6| 
For anfwering and 

paying half a year's 

annuity, due 5th 

January 1797, on 

part of the above, 

the certificates for v 

which were not 

made ftock at 'the 

Bank on the 5th 

January 1797 215 13 ^1 

246,833 S 9 

For anfwering and paying half a 

year's annuity on 1,919,699!. 45. 

4d. added to the above capital, 

purfuant to the z&. 37th Geo. III. 

in lieu of exchequer bills deliver^ 

up to be cancelled, due i the (aid 

cth July 1797 ^ . 7,^ 29,995 9 9 

l<or anlwenng and paying half a 

year's annuities, due 5th July 

1 797, to fuch of the contributors 

for raifin£ 14,500,0001. for the 

fervice of the year 1797, ^^° 

completed their whole payment ^ 

on 5th July 1797 97,180 4 2 



Annuity at 5I. per cent, per ann. by 

ads 24, 25, 34, and 35 Geo. III. 

on the principal fum of 2 1 ,406,41 61. 

19s. 4d. due 5th July 1797 535>i6o 8 5I 

For the charges of management of 

the faid annuities, for ditto - 4,816 8 lof 

For anfwering and paying half .a 
year's annuities on 4,4i4,o74l« 
4s. 6d. added to the above capital 
bj an ad 36th Geo, in, due ditto 110,351 17 i| 



3,026,767 13 2{ 



539»976 17 4 



\ 
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For the charges of management of 
the faid annuities, for 5th July 

1797 -^— — 

For anfwering and paying half 9 
year's annuities on 270,202!. 45^ 
8d, added to the above capital by 
the faid aft 57th Geo. III. in lieu 
of exchequer bills delivered up to 
be cancelled — 

For anfwering and paying half a 
year's annuity, due 5th January 
1797, on 10,2631. i6s. id. part 
of the above, the certificates for 
which were not made dock at 
the Bank on the 5th January 1757 



993 3 



4 



— 50*764 iS z 



256 II 10 



For anfwerihg and paying half a 

year's annuities on 270,202!. 4s. 

8d. added to the above capital, 

by the faid aft 37 th Geo, III. in 

lieu of exchequer bills delivered 

up to he cancelled, due 5th July 1 797 — — 
Annuities granted by afts 4th and 

cth King William and Queen 

Mary, commonly called 14I. per ^ 

cents, which ceafed on 5th Feb. 

1 792, and are to he placed to the 

account of the conynifTioners for 

the reduftion of the national 

debt, fox three months, due ditto 14,; 28 15 7 J 
Annuities for 96 years, by afts 5th 

and 6th of the fame reign, which 

ceafed at 5th February 1792, and 
, are to be placed to the account 

of the faid commiilioners ^>^9^ ^ o 



Annuity and management on r,ooo,oool. 3I, per cent, 
perann. for fix months, due 5th July 1 797 

For the fupport of his majefty's houfehold for three- 
months, due ditto ' — — 

To Edward Roberts, cfq. firft clerk to the clerk of 
the pells, on 650!. per annum, formerly paid to 
the auditor of thereccipt of the Exchequer for fa^ 
laries to the officers of the Exchequer-bill Office, 
and now payable to him by aft 23 Gij. tij. Rs. for 
3 months, due ditto 

To Ann Cafs, late office-keeper in the office for ma- 

" naging the former duties on wine licences, for three 
months, due ditto 

To the Judges of England and Wales on their feveral 
additional allowances^ for three months, due ditto 



[Lords. 
''JW345 o si 



51,0^1 ip 



^755 I iJ 



i3>7*o 3 7l 



— 15.225 o 



224,50Q O O 



— — — 162 10 o 



5 o o 

3,262 10 • 
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DEBATES. 301 

To his royal highnefs the Duke of Gloucefter,on his /*• /. dm 
annuity of S,ocol. for three jnonths, due 5th July 

J 797 — — — . — 2,000 o O 

To ditto, on his annuity of 9,000!. for ditto, due ditto 2,250 o o 
To the reprefentatives of Arthur Onflow, efq. on his 

annuity of 3,000!. for three months, due ditto 750 o o 

To the Earl of Chatham, on hib annuity of 4,oool. 

fpr three months, due ditto — — 1,000 o o 

To Lord Rodney, on his annuity of 2,oool. for three 

months, due ditto — — — 500 o o 

To Lord Heathfield, on his annuity of 1,500!. for 

three months, due ditto — ■ 37^; o o 

To Lady JDorcheftcr, on her annuity of i,oooI. for \ 

three mouths, dae ditto — . 250 o o 

To the Marquis of Bute, late one of the auditors of 

the Jmpreft, on his annuity of 7,000!. for three 

months, due ditto — — _ i»75o o o 

To Philip Dearc, efq. on his annuity of 300I. for 

three months, due ditto — r— 75 o O • 

To John Wigglefworth, efq. on his annuity of 300I. ' 

for three months, due ditto ■ — 7S o o . 

To Charles Harris, gent, on his annuity of 200!. for 

three months, due ditto ■■■ 50 o o 

To Sir Wm. Mufgravc, hart, one of the commiflioners 

for auditing the public accounts, on his annuity of 

i,ooqI. for three months, dub ditto ■ 250 o o 

To John-Thomas Batt, efq. another, on his annuity 

of 1,00©!. for three months, due ditto — 250 o o 

To William Chamberlayn-, efq. another, on his an- ' 

nuity of 1,000!, for three months, due ditto 250 o o 

To Sir John Dick, hart, another, on his annuity of 

500I. for three months, due ditto — - 125 o o 

To John Martin Leake, efq. another, on his annuity 

of 500!. for three months, due ditto — , — • 125 o o 

Salaries to clerks, &c. for contingencies in the office of 

the faidcoramiffioners, for three months, due ditto 1,500 o o 
To Sir George Yonge, bart. mafter and worker of his 

majefty's mint in England, for three months, due ditto 3^450 o o 
To tlie commiiFioners appointed for the rcdudlioii of 

tlie national debt, for three months, due ditto 250,000 o o 

Annuity of iL per cent, payable to the 
CommiJJioners for reducing the Na- 
tional Debt, 

On the capital ftock of 6,250,000!. 

3I. per cent, per ann. created by £, t, d, 

an aft 30th April, -^^ Geo. III. 

for one quarter, due 5th July 1797 15,625 o O 
On the capita! ftock of 1 1 jOoo,oool, \ 

3I. per cent, annuities, created j 

by an aft paffed 20th February * ! 

1794, for the fame time %']%lo% 00 ' 
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On the capital ftock of 2,750,000!. . 

4I. per cent, annuities, created £» j. </. 

by the laft-mentioned a<f^, due 5th 

July 1797 • — _ _ 6,875 O o 
On the fum of 9,680!. perannum, 

being i!. per cent, on the future 
' adlua! value of the annuity of 

IIS. cd. per cent, on the afore- 
mentioned 11,000,000!. granted < 

for 66 years and 5 months by the 

faid laft- mentioned a^, at the end 

of 45 years, reckoning the fame 

at the rate of 3I. per cent, per 

annum, for the fame time — ?94?p Q Q 
On the capital ftock of 1,^26,^2^!* 

I2S. 5d. 5I. per cent, annuities, 

created by an ad paffed 23d May, 

34 Gij. tij. Rs. in lieu of navy 

and vidlualliag bills delivered up . 

to be cancelled, for the fame time 4,816 6 $ 

On the capital ftock of i8,«oo,oool. 

3I. per cent, annuities, created 

by an ad paffed i6th March 
1795, 35 Gij. tij. Rs. for the 

fame time — — 45,000 o o 

On the capital ftock of 6,ooo,oool, 

4I. per cent, annuities, created by 

. the laft-mentioned afl, for the 

fame time -— — 1 5,000 o 

On the capital ftock of 12,835!. per 
annum, being il. per cent, per 

annum on the future adual value 

of the annuity of 9s. 6d. per 

cent, on the afore-mentioned 

i8,ooo,oool. granted for fixty- 

fivc years and three months by the 

faid aft, at the end of forty-five 

years, reckoning the fame at the 

rate of 3I. per cent, per annum, 

for three months, due ditto 3,208 15 o 

On the capital ftock of 1,609,897!. 

17s. id. in 5I. per cent. annuities, 

created by an ad ^c Geo. III. in * 

lieu of navy and vidualling bills 

delivered up to be cancelled, for 

the fame time — — 4^024 14 10^ 

On thecapital ftock of 21,595, 8ool. 

part of 21,600,000!. 3 per cent. 

annuities, created in refped of 

i8,ooo,oool. borrowed inpurfu- 

ance of an ad paffed ^6 Geo. III. 

after deduding 4,200!. forfeited 
^by certain contributors not com- 
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pleting their payments, for 5th £• r, . £. 

July 1797 — 53*989 10 o 

On the capital ftock of 4,500,000!. 

3 per cent, annuities, created by 

the laft-mentioned aft in refpeft 

of the faid loan, for the faid time, 

at the fame rate of 3I. per cent. 
V per annum — — 11,256 o o 

On the fum of 8,46oL being il. per 

cent, per ann, on the future ac- 
tual value of the annuity of 6s. 

6d. per cent, on the aforefaid 

i8,ooo,oool. granted for 64^ 

years, at the end of 45 years, 

reckoning the fame at the rate of 

3I. per cent, for the fame time 2,M5 O O 

On the capital ftock of 8,934,200]. 

part of 9,ooo,oool. 3I. per cent. 

confbUdated annuities, created in 

refpeft of 7>5oo,oool. borrowed 

in purfuance of an a6l 36 Geo. 

III. after deducing 65,8001. for- 
feited by certain contributors not 

completine their payments, for 

the lame time t^iSSS 10 o 

On the capital ftock of 1,859,6251* 

part of 1,875,0001. 3I. per cent. 

reduced annuities, created by the 

laft-mentioned adt, after deduc- 
ing 15,3751. forfeited by certain 

contributors not completing their 

payments, for three months/ due 

ditto* — — — 4,649 I 3 

On the fum of 2,9251. being il. 

per (tent, per ann. on the future ^ 

adlual value of the annuity of 5s. 

6d. per cent, on the aforefaid 

7,5oo,oo«l. granted for 6^ years 

and 9 months, at the end of 45 

years, reckoning the fame at 3I. 

per cent, per ann. for the fame time 73 1 50 

On the capital ftock of 4,414,074!. 

49. 6d. in 5]. per cent, annuities, 

created by an a(l pafTed ^6 Geo. 

III. in lieu of navy and viftu- 

alling hills delivered up to be can- 
celled, for the fame time 1 1,035 3 ^1 
On the capital ftock of 1 6,441 , 1 7 5!* 

43. lod. in 3I. per cent, confoli- 

dated anntiities, created by the 

above adt, in lieu of navy and 

vidualling bills delivered up to 

be ^anceljfcd, for the fame time 41,102 18 9 



3 

4- 



30+ PARLIAMENTARY [Lords. 

On the capital ftock of 764,861!. 

p. lod. 4I. per qcnt. annuities by 

the faid ad, in lieu of na^y and J^. u d. 

viftualling bills delivered up to 

be cancelled, 5th July 1797 1,912 3 o 

On the capital ftock of 2,024,228!. 

iSs. 9d. 5I. per cent, annuities, 

in lieu of navy bills delivered up 

to be cancelled for the fame time 5*076 9 9? 
On the capital ftock of i ,99^9,699!. 

4s. 4d. 3I. per cent, annuities by 

the faid, aft, in lieu of exchequer 

bills delivered up to be cancelled, 

for the fame time — -^ 4*999 4 ^'f 
On the fum of 104,432!. 5s. 8d. 

4!. per cent, annuities by aft 37 ^ - 

Geo. III. in lieu of exchequer 

bills delivered up to be cancelled, 

for ^e fame time * — — 261 1 7 

On the fum of 270,202!. 4s. 8d. 

5I. {)er cent, annuities by the faid 

aft, in lieu of excheque^^ bills de- 
livered up to be cancelled, for 

the fame time — — 675 10 i 

On thefum of 20,209,331!. 5s. new 

cl. pejr cent, annuities, granted 

by aft 37 Geo. III. the fum of 

40,66 SI. 1 5s. being forfeited by 

certain contributors not com- 
pleting their payments — JO^S^J 6 6 J 
To complete the like fum for the 

quarter endei cth April 1797, 

5,945!. 1 8s, i|d. only having 

been then iffued *— — 44i577 ^ Sl 

^ 379>703 9 4. 

To JohnPenn, efq. of Stoke Pogis, Berks, on his 
annuity of 3, cool, for three months, due i;th July 

'797 ^ 750 o o 

To Richard Penn, efq. of Queen-Anne Street Weft, 

Middlefex, on his annuity of i,oool. for three 

month^ due ditto ^ — 250 o o 

To his royal highnefs the Duke of Clarence, on his 

annuity of 12,000]. for three months, due ditto 3>ooo o o 

To his royal highnefs the Duke of York, on his an- 
nuity of 14,000!. for three months, due ditto S'S^o ^ ^ 

To her royal highnefs the Duche-s of York, on her 

annuity of 4,oool. for three months, due ditto < 1,000 o o 

To his royal highnefs the Prince of Wales, on his an- 
nuity of 65,ooor. for three months, due ditto 16,250 o o 

To the right honourable Henry Addington, Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons, to complete his allow- 
ance for the quarter ended 24th June 1797, at the 
fate of 6,oool. poir anuuii ^^ — « 410 19 o 
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To John Reeves, cfq. receiver of the fcven public 

offices of police, in or near the metropolis, for the j(^. j. /. 

more effc^ual admuiiftration of the office of a 

juftice of the peace — — *— 39OO0 o o 

For the encouragement of the growth of hemp and 

flax in England and Scotland, for one year, ended 

10th May 1797 — — — ■ ^f33S 'S o 

To make good the deficiency of this fund, in the 

quarter ended 5th April 1797 — — 70,611 8 i^ 

To pay off and cancel exchequer bills made out pur- 

fuant to an aft 35 Geo. III. — — 26,575 9 6 

« ■- ■ ■» 

5,127,214 9 7 
Total income of the cbnfolidated flind in the 
quarter ended 5th July 1797 — 4»978>676 8 6J 

Deficiency of ditto — -in ditto -i- 148,538 i of 

Exchequer, 
the ijth day of July 1797. JAMES FISHER; 



To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeffes in Par- 
liament affcmbled. 

An ACCOUNT of the Sum granted out of the Confolidated 
Fund, for the Service of the Year 1796 ; and the Produce to 
fatisfy the fame. 



THE fum granted out of the confolidated fund for the fervice of 
•the year 1796', amounts to three million five hundred thoufand pounds; 
but that fund has not hitherto ppduced fufficient to fatisfy any part of 
the fame. 

Exchequer, 
the 25th day AprU 1 797, JAMES FISHER* 
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Prodacc of the fcvcral duties in the year ended 5th Januaiy 1797, 
applicable towards defraying the additional charge created anno 

^793- 

Britifli fpirits, anno 179!, continued anno 1793 23,977 '® 9 

Foreign fpirits ditto ditto 14*2,836 o b 

» H 'ill ]| 

166,813 ^ ^ 



Produce of the feveral duties in the year ended 5th January 1797, 
applicable towards defraying the additional charge created anno 

1794. 

Sugar, anno 1 79 1, continued anno 1794 — ^39»^S3 *8 4 

Licences for killing game, anno 1 79 1 , continued ditto 8,984 1 4 

lol. per cent, on ancfiei taxes, anno 1 791, continued ditto 97,449 6 S 

Bills and receipts, anno 1 791, after referving 128,600!. 
carried to the coniolidatcd fund, being the annual 
average produce of former duties there repealed 4^»95^^ 3 9 

jDiftiilert licences, anno 1 194, after rcferving 36,000!* 
per annum, to be carried to the confolidated fund 
lor ditto — — -^ _ 000 

Paper duty, anno 1794, (cxcife), after refcrving 
75,dDol. perann. ditto -— — ^ 

Ditto (cuftoms) 



Slates and ftones, anno 1794 — -»- 17,830 iL *s^2 

Attornics' articles, ditto _- . 20,037 2 a 

Bricks and tiles, ditto, (cufloms) — — 211 o 7 

Ditto (excife) — -* 61,540 o o 

Glafs, anno 1794 — — 42,333 o o 

Btitifh fpirits, ditto -— . ' — -^ 23,584 p o 

Foreign ditto . — — — 149,939 o o 

807,077 I z 

Additional charge created anno 1794 773,324 o 9 



io| 

10* 



Surj^us in the year ended 5th January 1797 33,753 o ^ 



Produce of the feveral duties in the year ended 5th January 1797, 
applicable towards defraying the additional charge created anno 
1795. 

BritiHi fpirits, anno 1795 
Foreign ditto 
Cocoa and coffee ditto 
Tea ditto *— 



£' 


/• 


/. 


22,163 








152^065 





• 


^5'3^9 








: 200, 107 
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Wines, anno 1795 — — — 432,689 

Sweets ditto ; — — — 9*443 

Ship policies ditto — — — 97, 109 4 

Receipts ditto — — — 7*094 ^ 

Stamps ditto — *:- _ 48,465 13 ^ 

Hair-powder certificates ditto — -i* 184,216 3 

Fruit, filk, &c, ditto ■ ■ ■ 104,028 19 5 

Coals ditto — — — . 20,094 13 i\ 
Taken out of the duty on poftage of letters, being the 
computed annual increale of that revenue, by reafon 
of the reftri(^ion in franking, purfuant to a€^ 3J 

Geo, III* ■ 40,000 

Additional charge created anno 179J . i,227,4i'5 3 n 

— I II I ■■ 

Surplus in the year ended 5th January 1797 105,379 15 )i 



7» 



Produce of the feveral duties in the year ended 5th January 179 
applicable towards defraying the additional charge created anno 
1796, 

£• '• ^^ 

Tpbacco, fnufF, J^c. anno 1796 — 164,015 

Horfe-dealer's licences ditto — — 931 ^2 

Wine ditto (cuftoms) — — 101,522 15 w 

Ditto (excife) ^ — — . •— 98>i65 

Sweets ditto — ' — 2,325 

Legacies ditto, after referving 10,269!. 15s. carried to 
the confolidated fund, being the annual average 
produce of former duties then repealed — '— o 

Hats ditto, after referving 9,479!. us. carried to the 

confolidated fund for ditto > ■■ 060 

, I ol. percent, on affefled taxes, anno 1796 — 47*^33 ^5 ^1 

! Horfcs ditto — — — i^>930 ° ° 

I 28, duty '.n ditto, not otherwife chargeable 19*475 ^ ^ 

I Dogs, anno 1796 — _ — 4*77^ ^ ^ 

j Computed annual faving to the public, by reducing the 

alio? ance for walle on lalt, &c. 32,000 ^ 

Brouoht from the confolidated duties of cuftoms, being 
the computed annual faving to the public on ac- 
count of the allowance for drawbacks on the expor- . 
tation of fugar, being difcontinucd in the year 1 796 1 16,676 J ' 



Exchequer, 



604,644 9 ^» 



the 9th day of March 1797. JAMES FISHER. 



• DEBATES. 313 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiffiohcrs df His Ma- 

jefty's Trcafury. 

An ACCOUNT of all SUMS of MONEY granted by Par- 
liament, fince the 6th October 1796, and expended before 5th 
April 1797 ; with a Statement of the Services to which the 
fame was applied. 

The money granted by parliament fince 6th October 1 796, amounts to 

the fum of twenty-one millions one hundred and feventy thoufand 

pounds, VIZ. 
By an adt for granting an, aid to his majefty by a £, j. d. 

land-tax for the fervicc of the year 1797 — 2,00©,ooo o o 
Ditto, for granting the duties on malt for ditto 750,000 o O 

Ditto, for raiiiog iS,ooo,oool. by way of annuities, 

for ditto 1 8,000,000 o O 

Eftiraated furplus of grants for the year 1 796 for 

ditto — ' 420,000 o O 

21,170,000 o o 



The money expended before 5th April 1797 amounts to the fum of 

eleven millions eight hundred and eighty-three thoufand nine hun- 
^ dred and twenty-one pounds nine fhillings and eleven-pence one far- 
thing, viz. 
To the Governor and Company of the Bank of 

England, upon jbccount of the right honourable 

Dudley Ryder and Thomas . Steele, paymafter- £, s, d. 

general of his majefty's forces ■ 6,882,417 18 8 J 

More to them upon account of the right honourable 

Henry Dundas, treafurer of his majefty's navy 2,959,498 i i 
To William Smith, clquire, treafurer of his ma* 

jefty's ordnance » , 22o,ooq o o 

To Thomas Cotton, cfqCiire, to be applied towards 

granting further relief to perfoils conneAed with 

and trading to the iflands of Grenada and St. 

Vincents ■ ■ 237,500 O o 

To the paymaders of exchequer bills, to cancel and 

difchkrge exchequer bills made out on the credit 

of the confolidated fund, anno 1795 -^ 1,054,000 o o 

To make good the deficiency of the confolidated 

fond at 5th January 1797 ■ 5S^>5^S 10 if 

11,883,921 9 I if 



Exchequer, 
the 26th day of Aprfl 1797. JAMES FISHER. 
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314 ' PARLIAMENTARY [Lords. 

An ACCOUNT of the Diftributioh of the " Sum of 

2,500,0001. granted to His Majcfty to defray any ex- 
traordinary Expences which may be irtcurrcd for the 
Service of the Year 1796, and to take fuch Meafurcs as 
the Exigency of Affairs may require, paid by the Right 
Honourable the Paymafter General of His Majefty's 
Forces. 

* Dates of 
Payments. 



^795- 
Dec»3i. To bills of ;;xchaBge drawn by McflVs. £, /. /• 

Frcres Bethmann, for money furnifhed 

to lieutenant -colonel Craufurd — 150,000 o o 

1796. 

Feb, 3. To ditto drawn by ditto for ditto fervicc 1 00,000 o o 

Dec. 31. To ditto drawn by lieu- £* s. d. 

tenant-colonel Craufurd 58,000 o o 

1796, 

July 30. To ditto drawn by ditto 77,600 o .0 

Not. 9. To ditto drawn by ditto 54,000 o o 

To ditto drawn by ditto 5 1 ,000 o » o 

^ To ditto drawn by ditto 50,000 o o 



Feb. 3* To ditto drawn by Claude 
Scott, efq. agent for 

purchafmg foreign com 34,429 9 3 

To ditto drawn by ditto 73*670 5 6 

To ditto drawn by ditto ,114,130 o o 

27. To ditto drawn by ditto 63,596 6 5 

Mar, 23. To ditto drawn by ditto 7o*S33 ^9 '^ 



290,600 ^ • 



Feb. 3. To ditto drawn by fun- 
dry perfons on Claude 
Scott, efq. — ^S3»^^3 *8 I 

MaV. 7. To ditto drawn by fun- 
dry ditto on dittq 7^>776 o 5 

July 30. To ditto drawn by fun- 
dry ditto on ditto -78,700 o o 
To ditto drawn by fun- 
dry ditto on ditto 105,149 9 3 



- 356,360 



408,709 7 9 



Feb. 3. To bills of exchange . 
drawn by James Hay, 
public treafurcr of the 
ifland df St. Vincents, 
for public fervices 35,228 16 6 



DEBATES. 3x5 



Dates of 

Payments. 



1796. 
Nov. 9. To ditto drawn by ditto, 

public treafurer of Gre- £, s, </. £. s. d* 



nada, for ditto fervice S7>30i 10 3 



Feb, 3. To ditto drawn by Wil- 
liam Alexander, pub- 
lic treafurer of the 
ifland of St. Vincents, 
for ditto fervice 21,228 13, 5 

Nov, 9. To ditto drawn by ditto 

for ditto fervice i^>S7^ 5 it 



92*530 6 



39»799 19 4 



22. To ditto drawn by Jean 

Henri de Jcrkf, Jean 

Baptifte Schmidt, and 

Jean Nep de Cronberg, 

to be remitted for the 

fervice of his imperial ^ 

majefty ' — — ^ — 75,000 O Q 

To ditto drawn by John 

Schuback, to be remit- 

ted for the fervice of 

ditto^ — — , — . 12,500 o o 

To ditto drawn by Mar- v 

tin Dorner, to be re- 

iliitted for, the fervice 

of ditto — *— — ^12,500 o o 

To ditto drawn by Will. 

Muir to be remitted for 

the fervice of ditto -^ •-— 150,000 O o 

To ditto drawn by Meflrs.' 

Boyd, Benfield, an^ s" \ 

Company, to be remit- 
^ ted for the fervice of 

ditto — -*- — 170,878 II, ft 

To John Brickwood, efq. 

towards purchafing 

wheat in Canada, and 

expences in chartering ^ 

(hips to bring the fame 

to this country - 

36. To ditto for ditto fervice 

Mar. 22. To ditto for ditto fervice 
To ditto for ditto fervice 

May 4. To ditto for ditto fervice 



10,000 








22,000 








9,000 








11,000 








20,000 




mmmm 






72,000 o o Ij 



Ss 2 



J 



2i6 PARLIAMENTARY [Lords. 



Dates of v 

Payments. 



1796. 
Jan. 26. To Mcffrs. Turnbull and ^, /. /. £• s. /• 

Co. for wheat pur- 
chafed by them by or- 
der of thccoramiflioners 
of the treafury — 7,241 ' 8 9 

Mar. 18. To ditto for ditto fervice 7,610 13 2 

Apr.- 2. To ditto for ditto fervice 13,58518 4 

May 6. To 4itto for ditto fervice 2,486 10 2 

July 16. To ditto for ditto fervice io,opo o o 
29. To ditto for ditto fervice 5,000 o o 



45,924 10 5 



Feb. 1 5. To bills of exchange 
drawn by Sir Adam 
WiUiamfon,K.B.-Go. 
vernor of Saint Do- 
mingo, for public fer- 
vice — -- 68,543 18 8 

Mar. C. To ditto drawn by ditto 

for ditto fervice m8>770 16 6 

M^y 27. To ditto drawn by ditto 

' for ditto fervice - 68,607 18 6 



385^922 i^ a 



On account of pay, &c. 

of fundry volunteer 

corps — 

July 29. To the reigning Duke of 

Brunfwick for ii^ 

months fubfidy to 8th 

May 1796 — 7»782 13 i 

Nov. 21. To ditto for pay and 

loffes of his troops 5 ,0 n 16 4 



.^ -r- 109,480 o o 



">794 9 5 



Aug. 2. To the landgrave of Heffe 
Darmftadt for t^e 
equipment of his troops 
taken into the pay of 
Great Britain — — 'S^^oo ^ o 

w— ■ ■ ■ ■ 

I 2,500,000 o o 



Pay-Office, Hotfc Guards, / , ,^, ^r^.^.^^r^-, 

^ 7th March 1797. RICHARD MOLESWORTH. 



.1 

( 



DEBATjES. 



yi 



An ACCOUNT of the AMOUNT of the BILLS a'c 

cepted by the Treafury during the Year 1796, with the 
Dates at which they were drawn payable, and the Dates 
at which they were paid ; made out in purfuance of an 
Order of the Right Honourable the Houfe of Lords, 
dated the 28th February 1797. 



ITrom whence and by 


, - . 1 






w^hom drawn, and 


When prefen ted. 


When due. 


When paid. 


Time and Sum. 




i 


• 


By the Gommiffion- 








ers at the Wind- 






, 


v7ard and Leeward 








Iflands—at 30 days 




* 




after fight. 








£' s. d. 






1 0,000 


February 


March 


March 


5,620 


May 


June 


June 


29,882 12 


June 


tuly 


July 


78,736 12 il 


J»iJy 


Auguft 


Auguft 


47,503 16 8 


Auguft 


September 


September 


41,659 


Ditto 


Ditto 


November 


125,155 15 5 


September 


Ov^tobcr 


Oaober , 


3I,9T2 


Ditto 


Ditto 


November 


131,122 10 10 


Oaober 


November 


Ditto 


202,796 2 3 


November 


December 


December 


18,996 2 3 


December 


January 1797 


January 1797. 


723,384 12 I 


- 


From the ifland of 




St. Domingo at 




V 




30 days after fight. 








£. s. d. 


1 






70,844 2 


January 


February 


February 


349,020 16 6 


February 


March 


March 


982,216 5 


April 


May 


May 


112,517 16 


une 
•J. 


July 


Jul/ 


1x1,470 I 


.uly 


Auguft 


Auguft 


100,000 


September 


Oftober 


0:tiber 


55,000 


Ditto 


Ditto 


November 


50,000 


November 


December 


December 


300,0Q0 


December 


January 1797 


January 1797 


100,000 


Ditto 


Ditto 

-• 


February. 


2,211,068 14 I 


f 






\ 



\ 



3'8 



PARLIAMENTARY 



[LrOKDS. 



From whence and by 
whom drawn, and 


When preferited. 


When due. 


When paid. 


Time and Sum, 




* 


^ 


From Corfica and 








the Mediterranean 








— at 30 days after 








fight- 




• 


w 


. £* ^' d. 






• 


22,309 18 7 


January 


February 


February 


38,403 19 J 


February 


March 


March 


6f,093 14. 7 


March 


April 


April 


62,658 7 I 


April 


May 


May 


31,519 10 2 


May 


June 


Tunc 


36,170 17 2 


June 


July 


July 


16,152 5 7 


July 


Auguft 


Auguft 


- 26,946 


Ditto ' 


Ditto 


November 


296 13 3 


Auguft 


September 


bcptember 


34^333 


Ditto 


Ditto 


November 


43.59^ i3i 4 


September 


Odober 


CX^ober 


•16,219 10 5 


Oaober 


November 


Noveml)er 


15,886 13 4 


November 


^December 


December 


29,784 13 4 


December 

• 


January 1797 


January 1797^ 


435,366 16 I 




• 

From the iflands of 




Jerfey, Guernfcy, 


- 


_ 




and Alderney — at 


* 




- 


30 days after fight. 




k 




£. s. d. 




' 


.f 


3>3i3-n 6 


Januj^ry 


February 


February 


* 6,807 


February . 


March 


March 


^,1(^1 16 


March 


April 


April 


3,407 14 2 


April 


May 


May 


4,734 10 


May 


une 


une 


3>37i ^8 


line 

■ 


July 


J«iiy 


4.707 5 4 


July 


Auguft 


Auguft 


7.77' S II 


Auguft 


September 


September 


6,508 7 I 


September 


oaober 


Odober 


5,342 It II 


Odobcr 


November 


November 


5»77J 8 9 


November 


December 


December 


4.077 S, 3 


December 


January 1797 


January 1797. 


^ 60, 1 79 211 


* 





DEBATES. 

1 


3«9 

1 


From whence and by 








whom drawn, and 


When prefented. 


When due. 


When paid. 


Time and Sum. 




• 


1 


From St. Vincents 








and Grenada by 








Meflrs. Hay and 


I 




1 


Alexander — Alex - 


1 




11 


ander's bills drawn 








at 30 days fight ; 


«. 






Hay\s bills drawn 




• 


• 


in general ?it 60 days 








fight. 








£. /. d^ 




. 




2,040 II p 


January 


February 


FcJ>ruary 


1,863 13 I 


February 


March 


March 


1,971 10 3 


Ditto 


April 


April 


6co 


March 


Ditto 


Ditto 


i,oco 


April 


May 


May 


Z^^S 13 8 


May 


June 


June 


34,555 3 


Ditto 


July 


July 


1,461 8 6 


June 


Ditto 


Ditto 


'3»99i 7 


Ditto ^ 


Auguft 


Auguft 


981 18 I 


July 


Ditto 


Ditto 


1,984 10 


Ditto 


September 


September 


3,270 


Auguft 


06kober 


Oaobcr 


6,165 6 10 


Septeml^er 


Ditto 


November 


900 


October 


November 


Ditto 


2.0 Oy 


November 


Janua^ry 1797 


January 1797. 


. 74.>S^ 1 S 


- 


From the Continent 


■ 


by Commiffary-ge- 






^ 


neral Brook Wat- 






fon's Deputies 








drawn in general at 


N 


V 




60 days date. 


' 






88,328 


January 


February 


February 


47,105 19 6 


February 


March 


March 


27,197 6 I 


March 


April 


April 


25,000 0' 


April and May 


May 


May. 


187,631 5 ^ 7 


1 


By Samuel Drcwry, 


■ 


deputy- CO mmiffary 






* 


to the army under 








the command of 








General Doyle — at 


N. 






30 days fight. 




- 




7,011 8. z 


January 


February 


February 


9»9»8 13 I 


February 


March 


March. 


16,930 I ^ 





PARLIAMENTARY 



3ao 

From whence and by | 
whom drawn^ and | When prefcnted* 
Time and Sum* 



[Lords. 



By CoL Nefbitt, in- 
ipeftor general of 
foreign corps — in 
general at 30 days 
fight* 

£. s. d. 
13,243 6 2 
18,600 o o 

26j200 O O 

11,229 7 ^ 

18,066 9 9 

3,600 o o 

12,800 o o 

7,000 o o 

7,50a o o 

6,000 o o 

26,806 7 7 

H»754 3 8 



187,113 '9 II 



By Colonel and Ro- 
bert Craufurd, on 
account of the 
Prince of Conde's 
army, &c. — ^in ge- 
neral at 60^ days 
fight. 

£. s. d. 
24,000 o o 
52,500 o o 
o o 
o o 
o o 

O /O 

o o 



6,500 

48,600 

21,000 
30,000 
22,000 

31*615 
3.695 

38,050 

25,220 

48,710 



o 
o 
o 
o 
o 



o 
o 
o 
o 
o 



351,890 o 6 



January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Auguft 

Ditto 

September 

Oaobcr 

November 

December 



January 

February 

March > 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Auguft 

Ditto 

September 

Oaober 

Nov. and Dec. 



J 



When due. I When paid. 



February 
March 
April 
May 

une 

uly 
Auguft 
September 
Ditto 
oaober 
November 
December 
January 1797 



March 
April 
May 
June 

July ' 

Auguft 

September 

oaober 

Ditto 

November 

December 

Jan,&Fcbti797 



i 



February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Auguft 

September 

November 

oaober 

November 

December 

January 1797, 



I 



March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Auguft 

September 

oaober 

November 

Ditto 

December 

Jan.&Fcb.i797 



DEBATES. 



32t 



From whence and by 
whom drawn, and 
Time and Sum. 



By Claude Scott, for 
wheat — at 2 and 3 
months after date. 

39,679 9 9 



211^73 6 10 



On Claude Scott, for 
wheat — at 2 and 3 
months after date. 
£. s. d. 

45^79^ 4 2 
35.632 7 9 

24,164 6 7 

. 17>85S 5 o 

7»357 II 3 

2,027 I® 7 

6,518 10 7 

5,207 17 6 

2,352 5 6 

250 « o 

705 2 3 



147,862 



By MefTrs. Boyd, 
Benfleld, and Co. 
and W. Muir. ' 

70,878 II 8 
100,000 o o 
253,000 o o 



4*3»87* 


n 


8 


By the Imperial Bank, 
&c. — ^at 30 days 
light. 


43*073 


4 


4 


2,0(;o 








1,500 
53.376 



»5 




8 


100,000 









When pre(ented. 



January 

Feb. and March 



Se(>tember 

Odober 

November 



July 
Auguft 
Ditto 
September 



When due. 



Jan. and Feb. 
March 



Jan. and Feb. 
March 
April 
May J 
June 

July 

Auguft 

September 

Oaober 

November 

December 



Septemfcer 

oaober 

November 



Auguft 
September 
Ditto 
Oftobet 



When paid. 



s 



Jan. and Feb, 
March. 



Jan. and Feb* 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Auguft 

September 

oaober 

November 

December* 



September 

oaober 

November^ 



Auguft 
September 
November 
oaober. 



322 



PARLIAMENTARY 



[Lords. 



From whence and by 
whom drawn, and 
Time and Sum. 



Mirccllaneous, in- 
cluding Governors 
allowances to Tou- 
Ic^nefe, &c. — in ge- 
neral at 30 days 
iigfet. 

£. s. i. 
16,606 15 4 
16,748 4 2 

H»439 8 4 
9,267 o 7 

29»333 12 6 
18,641 « 7 
21^09 4 4 
5,728 10 10 
16,633 o o 
16,550 

»o»597 
15*^89 

7»497 



When prefentcd. 



When due. 



x8 
o 

2 

7 
20,231 17 



I 
o 
6 
6 

I 



2i9>373 9 i^ 



"— f 



When paid. 



January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Auguft 

Ditto 

September 

Ditto 

October 

November 

December 



February 

March 

April 

May 
June . 

July 

Auguft 

September 

Ditto 

Oaober 

Ditto 

November 

December 

January 1797 



February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Auguft 

September 

November 

Oftober 

November 

Ditto 

December 

January i797« 



Total amount of bills accepted by the Trea fury during 



the year 1796 



/• 5»35o,702 12 10 



Viz. Drawn from the 

Windward and Leeward Iflands 

Saint Domiajgo — • 

Corfica and the Mediterranean 

Jerfey, Guernfey, and Alderncy — 

St., Vincents and Gjrenada, by Alexander and Hay 

The Continent, by commifTary-general Watfon's deput 

Drawn by Samuel DrcWry, deputy commifTary to the 
army under the command of General Doyle 
Colonel Nefbitt, infpedilor general of foreign corps 
Colonel and Robert Craufurd^ on account of the 

Prince df Conde's army, &c. — 

Claude Scott, for wheat — — 

On dittb ditto — — 

By Meffrs. Boyd, Benfield, and Co. and W. Muir 
The Imperial Bank, &c. , ' > 

MiTcellaneoui, including Governors allowancespaid 
to Toulonefc, &c. — .,. • ~ 



£. 

723.384 
,2 1 1 ,068 

435*366 

60,179 

74>»5' 
. 187,631 

16,930 
187,113 

351,890 

147,862 
423.87B 

1 00)000 



/• a* 

12 I 

14 I 

16 I 

2 II 

I 5 

5 7 



I 
9 

o 
6 
I 
II 
o 



3 

II 

o 

10 
z 
S 
o 



»i9»373 9 '<> 



Trcafury Chambers, 
March i6th, 1797- 



jC- 5»35o*7o* ^^ ^^ 



tHARLES LONG* 



DEBATES, 
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to 
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a 
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Tt 2 



3^4 



PARLIAMENTARY 



[L0RD5i 



Nafvy Office y "jth December i^g6. 

An ACCOUNT of the Amount of MAVY BILLS paid ofF, 
or which fhall become due, betvveen the 30th November and 
the 31ft December 1796 : 

prepared purfuant to a Precept of the honourable Houfe of Commons, 

dated the 5 th December 1796. 



tm 



Rcgifter^d on the Courfe of the 



Navy. 



/. ii. 



^50>868 8 2 



Vidualling, 



91,731 18 9 



Tranfports. 



83^852 12 2 



Total. 



£' 



'• dm 



326,452 19 I 



The whole amounting to the fjim of three hundre4 aiyi twenty-fix 
thoufand four hundred and fifty-two pounds nineteen (hillings 
jmd one penny. 



Memorandum — The above accopnt confifts of the unfubfcribed bills regif- 
tered in Oftober 1795, ^"^ ^^ rcgiftered from the ift to the 6th 
December 1796 inclufive. The farther fum of 820,oool. will (ac- 
cording to the beft judgement that can be formed at prefent) become 
" due on or before the 31ft December 1796. 



Examined 



R.P. 



A, S. HAMOND. 



GEO. ROGERS. GEO. MARSH, 
C.HOPE. J. HENSLOW. W, RULE. 
W. BELLINGHAM. S. G AMBIER- 
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Navy Office J yih December I796# 

An ACCOUNT of the Average Rates of DISCOUNT allowed 
on Navy, Viftualling, and Tranfport Bills, between the ift 
O6tober 1795 and the 27th October 1796 : 

Prepared purfuant to a Precept from the honourable Houfe of Gonttnons, 

dated the 6th December 1796,' vizv 











• 




cx:tober 17 


2i 


JANUARY 17 
Oil the ift — 


96. 
• 3l 


APRIL 1796 
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sl 
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2| 
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2 to 5 
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JUNE. 
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JULY 1796. 




SEPTEMBER 179^. 
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Examined 



R.P 



A. S. HAMOND. C. HOPE. J. HENSLOW. 
WM. RULE. GEO. MARSH. GEO. ROGERS, 
W. BELLINGHAM. S, GAMBIER. 



ACCOUNT of the Amount of OUTSTANDING ORD- 
NANCE DEBENTURES. 

For Land Service, to November i» 1796 — i37>9^4 ^7 o 
For Sea Service, to September 30, ; 7 96 «»- 117,628 15 9 



Total — )C-^55>593 i* 9 



'¥>mm 



Office of OrdfiancQi 
28th Nov* 1796* 



A. ROSS. 

}• SARGENT. 

THOMAS baujjb; 



Voj.. Illjb 



17 a 
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An ACCOUNT of the Expcnce of Services performed by the 
Office of Ordnance, purfuant to His Majefty's Orders, and not 
provided for by Parliament ; together with an Account of the 
Eftimatc of the Charge of the Office of Ordnance for the JYcar 
1797. 

Ordinary^ — — — 378,2'2i 15 lo 

EiCtraordinariea ■■■■ » — — 630,^02 13 4 



1,009,024 *9 2 
t f Land Service 114, 5 $3 19 9 

Unprovided < '79 J ^ Sea Service 749830 o 3 

W796 Land Service 425,366 10 6 

' '-"^ 614,750 10 6 



£• 1.623,774 ig S 



Office of Ordnance, A. ROSS. 

3d March 1797. J. SARGENT. 

THOMAS BAILLIE. 



ikn ACCOUNT of all BILLS drawn on the Trcafury from the 
Ifland of St. DOMINGO, from the Commencement of the 
\Var to. ths latcfl Period f uch aa Account can be made out. 



AMOI^NT of Billi drawn from or on account, of 
4he ifland of St. Domingo, prefented at the 
Treaiury in the yeaii -^ -^ 1794 



£. ^ d. 



X79S» l4>383,59fi « 2 
1796, ^ 



and 



toiftMayJ 



V^fury Cbamberi » 
4thMay 1797. CHARUES LQNG^ 



V. 



DEBATES. 



33« 



A RETURN of the DEATHS and CASUALTIES which have 
taken place in the Britifli Forces, and in the Forces In Britifh 
Pay, fcrving in the Ifland of St. Domingo, from the Com- 
mencemcnt of the War to the 30th September 1796 ; as far 
,a8 the fame can be fnade up. 

BRITISH FORCES. 

Dead — — — 7,530 . * 

Difchafgcd — — — 333 

Deferted — — — 123 

/ 

FORCES IN BRITISH PAY. 
Dead, difcharged, and deferted — i ,067 

N. B. Few of the retoms of the fpreign corps diftingaifh the deaths ^ 
from the other cafualtics. 



War Office, 
5th May 1797. 



W. WINDHAM. 



An ACCOUNT of GOLD and SILVER -MONIES, coined at 
His Majefty's Mint in the Years 1793, I794> I795> ^^^ 
1796 ; diftinguidiing the Amount coined in each Yeai:: 

Prepared purfuant to Order of the honourable Houfe of Commons, dated 

28th November 1796. 



Amount coined in each Year. 



Year. 



In Gold Monies. 



»793 — — 

'79+ — — 

'795 — — 
1796, to 30th NoTcmber 

Total — 



£. t. i. 

2,747,430 o , o 

2,558,894 12 6 

493,416 o o 

391,789 2 6 



6,191,529 15 o 



In Silver Monies* 



L^ /. /. 



29; s o 



295 5 o 



Mint Office, 
30th November 1796. 



JAMES MORRISON, 

Deputy Mafler and Wr» 



Uu ^ 
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ACCOUNT of Outftanding Advances made by the Bank of Eng- 
land for the Public Service to the 9th of M^rch 1797 ; with 
the Amount of Intereft due on the fame. 

Advances on land and malt 1794 . 3379000 

^795 467,000 

1796 ' 2,367,o©o 

1797 1,750,000 



5,921 >oo« 



Intereft dae thereon to 9th 

March — — 1797 108,220 
Advances on exchequer fupply 
bills, viz, 

Confolidated fund — ^79^ — — — i>323,»03 

Vote of credit - - '79^ — — — 82i,40» 

Intereft due thereon to 9th 
March 1797, viz. 

On confolidated fund 1796 35*560 

On vote of credit 1 796 25,030 

Intereft due on fupply bills, the 

principal of which is dif- 

charged, viz. 
On Supply bills 1795, from^ 

the 15th Auguft 1795 to the l 66,300 
15th Odober 1796 J 

On vote of credit 1795 from 

the 26th Auguft X795 to the > 93,140 

5th September 1796 J 

On confolidated fund 1 795, T 

from the 15th Sept. 1795 to J- 65,350 

1 7th January 1797 J 

Advances on treafury bills to 9th 

March 1797 — — ^ 1— — — -*- j,643,2i# 
Intereft on treafury bills^ un-1 

difchargrd to tlfie 9th of > 182,040 

March 1797 — J 

Intereft to the 1 8th Nov. 1796, an 
Adv;^nces to the Lords of the 1 

Treafury, the principal of > 4,800 

which is difcharged J 

Advanced to the Lords of th«f 1 

Treafury on exchequer bills V - — —..••— 2 5o,oo# 

to 9th March 1797 J — :—— 

9,958,610 
Intereft on ditto to 9th March 1797 230 

Lofin to Government on un- 1 

claimed dividends, without > — i— . ' ^- — 376,730 

intereft ^— ^— . J ' — / • 

10,335,340 

580,670 Total of intereft 580,670 

A. NEWLAND, Chief CaOiier. £. 10,916,010 
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Bank of England, 20th Deceriiber 1796, 

IN o\)cdiencc to an prder of the honourable Houfc of Commons of th« 

19th December 1796, 

Requiring, 

" That there be laid before them, a copy of the Accounts raifed 

** in the books of the Bank of Rnci-land, in the names of 

Truilce^ appointed to invert ccitain fums in the Imperial 

Three per Cent. Annuities, for the annual redemption of 

the capital of the faid fund," 

There do^s nor appear to be any account raifed in the books of the Bank 

of Englai-.d for that purpofe, unlefs the fum 6f 11,7901. i2s/6d, three 

per cent. Imperial Annuities, purchafed the i8th of February 1796, and 

.now Handing in the joint names of 

Walter Boyd, of New Broad Street, Efq. 
John Fordyce, of Cleveland Row, Efq. and 
George Ward, of the Pay Office, Efq. 
be a part of the faid fund. ' 

W. EDWARDS, Accountant GcncraL 






No. I. —Copy of a RESOLUTION of the Court of 
Directors of the* Bank of England, dated 3d Decem- 
ber 1795. 

THAT the following Refolution of the Court be communicated to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer : 

That the Court of Diredors, after a very folemn deliberation, adequate 
to the importance of the fubjed, are unanimoufly of opinion, that (hould 
fuch a loan (viz. a loan' of 3,000,000!. to the Emperor,) take place, they 
are but too well grounded in declaring (from the actual effedi of the Em- 
peror's lail loan, and the continued drains of fpecie and bullion they itill 
experience) that they have the moll cogent reafoni to apprehend very mo- 
mentous and alarming confequences. 

They arc therefore led to hope (after exprefling their acknowledgements 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for having hinted that the welfare 
and fafety of the Bank (hould in this matter fuperfede every other conli- 
deration) that he will be pleafcd to lay afide the adoption of fuch a mcafure, 
which they beg leave to repeat^ woiild be in their opinion moft fatal in 
its confequences. 

No. 2. — Copy of an OPINION of the Committee of 

Treafury, 14th January 1796. 

It is the opinion of the Committee of Treafury, that the Governor and 
Deputy Governor (hould reprefent to the Chancellor of the hxchequer. 
That they cannot look upon the fcheme of aflifting the Emperor to raife 
Jl loan in Germany, by the guarantee of the Parliament of Great Britam, 
in any light which wiU npt, gne way or othcr> be detrimental to tiiis.coun- 
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try, cren if a law were paflfed' by Parliament to prevent Britifh fabje^ 
from taking any ihare therein. 

That fuch a call for money in Germany will occafion demands of It 
from hence. Germans, Italians, and other foreign capitaliils, who have 
property here, will be induced to draw it away, 

People iu Holland, who by the late a6k have money locked up here, 
may go to Germany, and draw for it from thence. 

I'hat funds, which would otherwife be employed in fpeculations of trade 
with England, may, by fuch an opportunity of invcftment at home, be di- 
verted from the one to the other purpofc. 

That the exchange between this Country and Hamburg may be much 
affedcd by it. 

That, in fpitc of legal prohibitions, it Is to be apprehended that fomc 
people here would take (hares in fuch a negotiation, under' the names of 
their foreign cor refpondents. 

From thtffc and other caufcs, they are fully of opinion, that the Go- 
vernor and Deputy Governor can give no advice to Mr. Pitt in favour of 
fuch a meafure ; which is indeed of a wide political extent, and beyond 
the line of their duty to judge of. 

No. 3. —Copy of a RESOLUTION dated 1 1 th of Tc- 

bruary 1796. 

RefjlveJ, , , ' , 

That it is the opinion of this Court, founded upon its experience of the 
cff^tts of the late Imperial loan. That if any farther loan or advance of 
m. ney to the Empercr, or to any other foreign ftatc, (houH^ in the prefcnt 
fl.^te of -affaiis take place, it will in all probability prove fatal to the Bank 
of England. ^ . 

The Court of Dire6\ors do therefor^ rood earneftly deprecate the adop- 
tion of any fuch meafure ; and they folemnly proteft againfl any refponfi- 
bility for the calamitous confcquences that may follow thereupon. 
ReJ'A'vedy 

That the Governor and Deputy Governor do communicate thefe rcfo- 
lutions to the Chancellor of His Majefty*s Exchequer. 



ANSWERS of the Chancellor of the Exchequer to the Two 
Rcfolutions of the Court of Dircdors of the Bank, of the 
3d December 179S1 and nth February 1796, on the 
Subj eft of an Imperial Loan. 

ANSWER TO THE FIRST. 

THE Chancellor of the Exchequer having perufed the refolution with 
great attention, repeatedly faid. That certainly, as matters^ were there 
ftated, he (hould not think at prefcnt of bringing forward fuch a nreafure; 
adding, that though he fhould, in opening the budget, make it known 
that he made refcrvc with the prefent contractors for the loan, to permit 
the Emperor's railing three millions, (hould circumdances require it, he 
(hould lay aUde all thoughts of it, unlefs the fituation of things, relative 
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to the Bank» ftiould fo alter as toren^cr^uch a loan of no importance of 
inconvenience to thero in perfped^ive. s 

The Governor promifcd him, that fhould fuch a change take place, 
and he (hould wifli foi* the adoption of fuch a meafure, he certainly would 
communicate it to him with pleafure. 

Mr. Pitt wiChcd very much to have the paper left with him for the pur- 
pofe of communicating its contents to the Cabinet, if he found it neceflary ; 
promifing, that no one Ihould have a fight of it elfewhcre, and that if the 
Governor would call upon him in two or three days, he would return k 
to him. ' 

ANSWER TO THE SECOND. 

Mr.^Pitt replied, That after the repeated intimations which he had givei 
to the Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank, that no father loaa 
to the Emperor would be rcfolvcd on without previous communication 
with the Bank, and the confideration of the ftatc of their circumftances, h«, 
did not fee any reafon for thefc refolutions; that he did fuppofe they 
were adopted in a moment of alarm, and that he Ihould confider them im 
that light. 



To the honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeflcs, 

in Parliament affembled. 

An ACCOUNT of the Money received on the LOANS f 

1796 to the ift Odlobcr 1796, 

THE money received on the Loan, anno 1796, for i8,ooo,oool. to the 
iftOaobcr 1796, amounts to the fum of fixteen million two hundred and 
fi^ thottfand pounds* 

Received on account of the Loan, anno 1796, for 7,500,0001 to the ift 
Oftober 1796, fix million feven hundred fixty-feven thoufand fix hundred 
thirty-two pounds feven (hillings and threerpence ; as follows : 

Bvcafh — — ^' '• '• 

<By principal and intereft on exchequer bijlsi for. 

raifing a. certain fum of money for the fervicc of 

tkc year 1795 — . _ 1,39^,632 7 3 



Exchequer, 
«ht aSth dxy of O&abu 1 796. JAMBS FISHER. 
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« 

To the honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles, in 

Parliament alTembled. 

• 

An ACCOUNT of what Sums had been raifcd on the 
VOTE of CREDIT 1796, on the ift Odober 1796. 

THE furas raifed on the Vote pf Credit 1796, to the ift Oftober 1 796, 
amoant to two millions five hundred thoufand pounds. 

Exchequer, 
the 28th day of Oaober 1796. JAMES FISHER. 



To the honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgcfles, in 

Parliament aflembled. 

An ACCOUNT of the Money received on the LOT- 
TERY 1796, on the ift Oftober 1 796. 



THE money received on the Lottery 1796, to the ift Odlober 1796, 
amounts to the Aim of five hundred and fifty thou land pounds. 

Exchequer, 
the 28th day of Oaober, 1796. JAMES FISHER. 



To the honourable the Knights, Citizens, and BurgeflcSj'in 

Parliament aflembled. 

AnACCOUNT of the Money iflued on the LAND and 
MALT TAX 1796, on the ift Oftober 1796. 



THE money iffued on the Land Tax 179^, to*thc ift Cfclober 1796, 
amounts to the fum of two millions. 

The money iffued on the Malt Tax 1796, to the ift OAobir 1796* 
amounts to the fum of feven hundred and fifty thoaiaad pounds. - . 

Exchequer, 
the 28tb day of Oftobcr l^g6. JAMES FISHER* 
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338 PARLIAMENTARY [Lords. 

AMOUNT of the Sums paid during the Year ending 5th Ja- 
nuary I797» from the Revenue of Cuftoms, on Account of 
BOUNTIES for CORN imported, or BOUNTIES for raifing 

SEAMEN.. 

£. s. d. 

Bounties on corn imported 573»4^S 4 9^ 

Bounties for raiitng teamen 23,648 16 7I 

THOMAS IRVING, 
Infpedor-general's Office, Infpedor-general of the Imports and 

Cuftom-houfe, London, Exports of Great Britain, 

March 3d, 1797. 



An ACCOUNT of Extraordinary Expences of the Army, 
incurred and paid by the Right Honourable the Pay- 
mafter General of His Majcfty's Forces, from the 25th 
of December 1795 to the 6th of December 1796, both 
inclufiye, and not provided for by Parliament : 

Required by an Order of the honourable Houfe of Commons of 2d De- 
cember 1796. 

Dates of 
Payments, 

1796. £* s. d. £• f. d, 

Jan. 23d. To Thomas Everett, efq. 

for vidlualling the gar- 

xifon of Gibrahar,from 

17th November 1794 

tp ift February 1795 3»^1S 9 10 

To ditto, for provinons 

(iipplied to ditto gar- 

rifon .7,323 17 4 

To ditto; for peafe, uten- 

iils^ and (lores fupplied 

to ditto garrifon — 933 " 7 
To ditto, for cuftom 

houfe duties, infurance, 

&c. on his ^ate contra^ 

for vidluaUing Gibraltar 8,379 12 11 
To Alexander Davifon, 

efq. for provifions pur- 
chafed and delivered by 

him for tl\e ufe of the 

forces in Upper Canada, 

between tne 6th De- 
cember 1794 and 25th 

February 1795 — 1*125 7 ;* 



DEBATES. '359 

Dates of 
Payments. i^ j t , J 

Jan. 26th. To Elizabeth Pickftone, 

for provifions laid up 
' in ftore in the ifland of 

Jerfey 66^ 19 8 / 

Mar. 21ft. To ditto, for ditto fer- 

vice in Jerfey and Guemfey 965 1^ 6 

To ditto, for ditto fer- 
vicc in Guernfey and 
Alderney 999 16 2 

1795. • *^'^^^" ^ 

t)cc.3ift.To bills of exchange, 

drawn by B. Watfon, 

cfq.fuperintendant, &c. 

of the army ferving on 

the Continent, for pub- ^ /-/- 

licfervices » 0,066 o o 

1796. 
Jan. 5th. To ditto, drawn by H. . 
Motz, efq. deputy fu- 
pcrintendant, &c. of 
ditto army, for ditto * 

ferricc 277,050 12 8 

Feb. cth. To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 201,893 8 3 

Mar. 4th. To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 164,607 ,16 n 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice _ 85,288 o o 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, ^ 

for ditto fervice Ss»394 9 ^ 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice — 13229 



814,366 10 3 



1795. 
Dec. 31ft. To bills of exchange, 
drawn by Val. Jones, 
efq. commiflary gene- 
ral in the Leeward 
Iflands, for public fer- 
vices — 30,000 o o 

179^- 
Feb. 3d. To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice ^ 2,236 8 

27th. To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 6,509 % 6 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice ^ 10,297 15 O 

To ditto,, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 4»09^ *^ ® 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 80,885 9 4 

*X X a 
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Datf 8 of 
Payments. 



Dec. 5th. To bills of exchange, ^ 
drawn by Val. Jones, 
cfq. commiffary general 
in the Leeward Iflands, 
for public fcrvices 12,500 o 



iC- '• '• C s. i. 



1795. 
Dec. 3 1 ft. To ditto, drawn by John 
Erlkine, commiffary ge- 
neral to the forces in 
the Mediterranean, for 
ditto fervice — 20,13615 8 
Feb. 3d. To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 15,000 o o 

27 th. To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 16,28918 7 

Mar. 5th. To dittp, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice — 820 o o 
33d. To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice ^^>755 14 11 

To ditto, drawn by ditto', 

for ditto fervice 35,120 o 9 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 35>oo5 5 8 

Dec. 5th. To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 29,021 10 6 

Feb. 3d. To ditto, draVn by L. ^l^»i^9 ^ -' 

Mackintofh, deputy 

commiffary general at 

St. Domingo, for ditto 

fervice 20,000 o o 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 6,600 o o 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 5,917 16 o 

To ditto, drawn by A. ' ' ^-^'^'^ '^ "" 

Davifon efq. commif- 
fary general of the 
forces under the com* 
mand of the Earl of 

Moira, for ditto fervice — — -u t ?86 fr 7 
To ditto, drawn by Sa- ^'^ ^ ' 

mual Drcwry, commif- 
fary general to the 
forces under the com- 
mand of general Doyle,, 
for ditto fervice i^^i'jS 19 4 

47th. To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 11,296 2 4 



DEBATES. 34» 

bates of 

l*ayments. 

£» t» d. jf . s. i. 

April 8th. To bills of exchange, 
drawn by S. Drewry, 
commiffary general of 
the forces under the 
command of general 
Doyle, for public ferviccs 16,930 i 5 



Feb. i6th. To ditto, drawn by John 
SmftU, lieutenant-go- 
vernor of Gucrnfey, 
for ditto fcrv ice 2,213 '^ o 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 4*092 9 3 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice — 200 o o 



^>925: 





1A75 





6,195 






To ditto, drawn by H. 

Hamilton, governor of 

Dominica, for ditto 

fervice .^ i7>6ij 19 5 

To ditto, dr,awn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 19,040 2 7 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 22,440 10 7 



42*503 2 ir 



^>5o^ 5 3 



' ' To ditto, drawn by cap- 
tain d'Auvergne, Prince 
of Bouillion, com- 
mander in chief at Jer- 
fey, for ditto fervice 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto fervice 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto fervice 

1796.' 20,595 o e 

Feb. i6th. To bills of exchange, 
drawn by P. Ijc Me- 
furier, lieutenant-go- 
vernor of Alderney, for 
public fervice 416 16 o 

To ditto, drawn by ditto^ 

for ditto fervice — 142 o 6 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto fervice — 273 14 2 



S32 10 8 



_ 59,006 I2 7 

To ditto, drawn by Sir C. , 

Grey, K. B. for ditto fervice — — 53 o t> 

To ditto, drawn by J. 

Stanley, prefident of ' 

the council at Autigua, ' 

for ditto fervice 5*9^3 15 3 
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Dates of 

Payments, 



To bills of exchange, 
drawn by J. Stanley, 
preiident of the council 
at St. Kitt's, for public 
fervice 462 3 9 



£. X. d. £m s. L 



To ditto, drawn by C. 

Leigh, governor of St. 

Kitt's, for ditto fervice 202 10 o 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 1*094 6 i 

To ditto, drawn by A. 

Gordon, commandant 

at Jerfcy, for ditto fervice 2,868 o o 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for diuto fervice 2,708 o o 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 2,43s o • 



To ditto, drawn by the 
Earl of Balcarras, go- 
vernor of Jamaica for 
ditto fervice — ~ ^y^^S ' 7 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice — 500 o o 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto fervice — «57 H 9 



To ditto, drawn by Alex, 

Brymer, deputy pay- 

mafter at Halifax, for 

ditto fervice — 2,352 1% 5 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice ^»9'5 ' ^ 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 2,083 13 10 



To ditto, drawn by hi$ 

royal highnefs Prince 

Edward, commandant 

at Halifax, for ditto 

fervice — — 1 1900 o o 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 3,000 o . o 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice i>45^ '* 7 



6,385 19 o 



1,296 16 I 



8,014 ^ ^ 



4*74^ i^ 4 



7,351 13 II 



6,3%(i II 7 



DEBATES. 343 

Dates of ' 



Payments, 



To bills of exchange, 

drawn by Jof. Robley, 

prefidcnt of the council 

at Tobago, for public 

fervice — - — p— » 54 19 ^ 

To ditto, drawn by Sir 

Ja. Wallace, command- 
ant at Newfoundland, 

for ditto fervice — '— — — I9800 
To ditto, drawn by Wm. 

Lindfay, governor of 

Tobago, for ditto fervice 45 12 6 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice — 141 Jo 



To dittO) drawn by Jn, 

Robinfon, deputy pay- 

mafter at New Brunf- 

wick, for ditto fervice . 2,236 8 6 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 2,3jj 13 11 



To ditto, drawn by Sir J. 
Wentworth, bart. lieu- 
tenant-governor of No- 
va Scotia, for ditto 
fervice i, 5^84 13 5 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice — 300 o o 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto fervice — 4^300 o o 



mm 



To ditto, drawn by ?• 

Mathews, prefident of 

the couMcil, at Cape 

Breton, for ditto fervice 136 8 10 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
^ for ditto fervice — 221 2 2 



To ditto, drawn by Ed- 
mund Fanning, governor 
of St. John's, for ditto 
fervice . 226 4 o 

To ditto, drawn bjr ditto, 

for ditto fervice 100 00 



To ditto, drawn by Wm. 

Eppes, commiffary at 

Newfoundland, for ditto 

fervice — — .1*142 i8 o 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, / 

for ditto fervice »— 66 1 1 5 



186 17 6 



4,J9* » s 



6,184 13 5 



357 " ^ 



326 4 o 



tmmmm 



1,209 9 5 



A 
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Dates of 

Payments* 



To bills of exchange, 

drawn by the earl of 

Dunmore, governor of 
. the Bahama Iflands, for 

public fcrvice -rr 9,360 6 3 

To ditto, drawn by dittd, 

for ditto fervice 2,7^1 17 '3 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 8,117 14 4 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice ^74 © 2 



'• ^* £* s. d. 



20,803 18 o 



To ditto, drawn by Sir 
AdamWilliamfon, K. B. 
governorof St. Domin- 
go, for ditto fcrvice — _ -^ 7QC,io8 I II 
Mar. 23d. To bills drawn by John 
Wigglefivorth, efquire, 
commifTary general in 
the ifland of St. Do- 
mingo, for ditto fervices 94,500 o 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto fervice 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto fervice 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
^ for ditto fervice 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

' for ditto fervice 



To ditto, -^rawn by Sir 
Gilbert Elliot, bart. 
viceroy of Corfica, for 
ditto fervice ^— ^ 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto fervice 

To ditto, drawn by James 
Crauford, governor of 
Bermuda lilands, for 
ditto fervice^ — — » 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto fervice 



94»500 







118,750 





• 


80,000 







1 10,000 





• 


100,000 





^ ^% 4 '^ ^/N ^^ 




- 


503*250 


« 

40,718 





f 


17,046 7 


9 


;7.764 7 






6,093 7 


S 




2,327 15 


II 





To ditto, drawn by R. S. 

Milncs, governor of 

Tobago, for ditto fcrvice • 102 e o 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

governor of Martinique, 

tor ditto fervice •— 500 o o 



8,421 3 4 



602 o o 



DEBATES. 345 



Dates of 
Payments* * 



To bills drawn b^ James 

Seton, lieut.-goverpor 

of St. Vincent's, for 

public fervice . 4*321 i 10 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 3>7i>^ ^^ ^ 



j^ • <f* a* * X»* f • »• 



To ditto, drawn by H. F. 

Mackenzie, president of 

the council of Grenada, 

for ditto fervice 9S ^ ® 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 101 o o 



8,033 12 4 



To ditto, drawn by John 

Glasfurd, deputy com- ^ 

miflaiy to the forces in . 

the Leeward Iflands, for 

ditto fervice — 3^*5S^ ^ ^ 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto fervice 35>oio o o 



196 o o 



35,000 o o 



66,560 o o 

To ditto, drawn by Gebrge Don, colonel 

in the army', for ditto fervice — 4,480 o O 

To ditto, drawn by Haviland Le Mefurier, 
deputy commiflary general on' the Con- 
tinent, for ditto fervice ^ 

To ditto, drawn by G. Poyntz Ricketts, 

governor of Barbadoes, for ditto fervice loi 5 o 

To ditto, drawn by C. Rainsford, lieuten- 
ant-governor of Gibraltar, for ditto fervice 90 10 6 

To bills of exchange, drawn by the honour- ' 

able Tho. Carleton, lieutenant governor 
of New Brunfwick, for public fervices ^ 625 171 

To ditto, drawn by S< Mitchell, prefident 
of the council of Grenada, for ditto fervice 63 iz 3 

To ditto, drawn by Sir Hew Dalrymple, 
lieutenant governor of Guerqfey, for ditto 

. fervice 2,^io 8 p 

To ditto, drawn by Martin Pietrie, commif- 
fary of accounts to the army in the Me- . 
diterranean, for ditto fervice — 7®^ ® ^ 

To ^ ditto, drawn by Edward Maxwell, 
agent for the purchafe of provifions mt 
Gibraltar, for ditto fervice — 2jo o O 

To ditto, drawn by Sir G. K, Elphinfton, 
K B. vice admiral of the navy for ditto, 
fervice — — — » 974 I* ^ 

To ditto, drawn by A. Urquhiirt, affiftant - 
commifTary of tht forces in -the Mediter- 
ranean, for ditto fervice * •— — . 740 ij 9 

Vol- III, ' Y y 
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Dates of 

Payments. 



£• '• ^* 



To bills of exchange, drawn by Fiancis 

Drake, xninifter plenipotentiary to the 

Republic of Genoa, for public fervice 9*^S^ on 

To ditto, drawn by James Ogilvie, general 

commanding the forces in Nova Scotia, 

for ditto Icrvice — — ^»Z1S 8 6 

To ditto, drawn by Will. Wilfon, captain 

in flie artillery, for ditto fervice «-« 200 o o 

To ditto, drawn by Sir Jer. Fitzpatrick, 

phyfician to the forces, for ditto fervice 2^8 5 4. 

To ditto, drawn by Cha* Mafon, commif- 

fary of accounts to the forces lately ferv- 

ing on the Continent, for ditto fervice 4*500 o o 

To ditto, drawn by W, A. Otway, captain 

in the navy, for the fupport of Toulonefe 

feameii ■ ■ — 58,500 o o 

X796. 
Feb, loth. To ditto, drawn by lieutenant-general 

Rainsford, governor of Gibraltar, for 

fpecial contingent expences, for the fer- 
vice of that garrifon 5>564. 15 I 

To ditto, drawn by General O'Hara, for 

ditto fervice _— ' ■ 7*046 4 4 

To ditto, drawn by John Hamilton, efq. for 

the purchafe of horfes in the United States 

of America, for his majefty*s fervice in 

the Weil Indies, and for forage and 

freight of the fame ■ — 67,714 15 4 

To bills drawn by the ailing deputy pay- 

mafter in the Weft Indies, ort account of 
^ the extraordi'nary expences of the army 

there , — 361,08s 5 o 

To cafh paid by Mr. Brymer, afting deputy 

paymafter \h Nova Scotia, for the extra- 
ordinary expences of 

the army in that pro- /". /• d. 

vinccy for one quarter, 

to 24th December 1 79 J 12,184 19 J 
To ditto, paid by ditto, 

for ditto, to 24thMarch 

1796 — ^ — 9»t20 16 8 
To ditto, paid by ditto, 

for ditto, to 24th June 

1 796 — — 5,886 5 7 



To ditto, paid by Mr. 
Winllow, a^ng ditto 
in Canada, for ditto, for 
one quarter', to 24th 
December 1795 319214 16 1 



27><9z I 8 



DEBATES. 347 

Dates of 
Payments. 

To ca(h paid by Mr, 
Winflow,afting deputy ' ' 

payinafter in Canada*, 
for the extraordmary 
expences of the army 
in that province, for one 
quarter, to 24 Mar. 1796 22,037 15 7 



To bills of exchange, 
drawn by H. M. Gor- 
don for the extraordi- 
nary expences of the 
forces at the Cape of 
Good Hope 2,341 o o 

To ditto, drawn by H. 
Rofs, for ditto of ditto 
forces — — 1 7*087 TO lo 



On account of pay, &c. 

of fandry black corps 
. for the year 1795, raiwd 

for fervice in the Weft 

Indies, &c. - 10,120 12 9 

On account of ditto, for , 

the year 1796 60,095 '^ 3 



53>25» 9 8 



19,428 10 10 



70,216 3 o 



To Meffrs. Rofs and Ogil- 

vie, for b^t and blanket 

bories for a corps of 

Loyal French Emigrants 818 8 o 
To ditto, for 61 days fub- 

fiftence and confolidated 

allowances of ditto 

corps to the 24th June 

^'796 - — 1,755 3 " 

To ditto, for 200 days 

forage, baggage, and bat 

money for ditto corps, 

for the year 1795, &c« 929 18 o 

1796. ■ 3,503 9 II 

Jan. 4th. To William Bifhop, late 

afting governor of Bar- , 

• badoes for pay of his 

fecretary,and an allow- \ 

ance or ftationary, to 

26th May 1794 17^ i6 8 

To lieut..general Ainflie, 

to reimburfe expences 

incurred by him at the 

Hague in Feb. 1793, 

where he was fent to 



348 PARLIAMENTARY [Lords, 



Dates of 
Payments; 



jT^ Sm a« ^* S» c» 



concert iheafares t^ith 
the Dutch government 200 o o 
179J. 372 16 8 

Sept. 19th. To Charles Mafon, tfq, 
commlflary of accounts 
of the army on theCon- 
tinent, for the contin- 
gencies of his ofEce 1,000 o o 
To John Wigglefworth, 
efq. commifTary-gcne- \ 
ral at St. pomingo, for 
neceffaries for his de- 
partment, and on . ac- 
, count of 'pay and ex- 
pences thereof *— 5,190 o p 
To Michael Macnamara, 
for expences incurred 
by him in raifmga corps 
of men, &c. for the de- 
fence of Martinique ^*395 17 3 

May 2ifk. To L. Mackintolh, for the 

contingent expences of ' 

his office as deputy 
' commiffary of the forces 
at St. Domingo — 200 o O 

To Jofeph'Bufhby^ affift- " : 

ant coramiflary at St. 
Domingo, to defray the 
expences of artificers 
attending thefaidcom- 
miffariate - — 204 11 o 

Mar. 51ft. To Meffrs. Pearfe, for . 
providing neceffaries for 
the forces in St. Do- 
mingo and Martinique 20,293 4 5 
To ditto, for fundry arti- 
cles fupplied by them 
for the ufe of the forces 
in the general hofpitals 
in the Leeward Iflaiids 16,288 17 6 

Mar. Jth, To lieutenant Tpole, for 
the ex pence attending 
the cure of a wound re- 
ceived at the capture of 
Martinique, whilft ferv- 
ing as ad enfign in the 
8 th regiment of foot' 72 9 o 

. , To lieutenant-general Da- 

vid bundas, in reim- ' ^ 
burfement of cxpeiices * 



DEBATES. 349 



Dates of 
Payments. 



^. s. i. £. 



incurred by him during 
his command in the Me- 
diterranean in the years 
1793 and 1794 — 300 00 
Mar. 24th. To Mr. T. Bidwell, for 
fo much advanced to 
colonel Craufurd for 
joumies on fervice, 
while employed on a 
fpecial miffion abroad 304 110 

2 1 ft. To William Mitford, cfq. 
to reimburfe fo much 
advanced by him to 
lieutenant- colonel And. 
Rofs, to replace articles 

loft in a ftorm on the ' , 

16th November 1795 230 .00 

To Sir G. Mliott. baft, 
viceroy of Corfica, for 
his equipage — 2,000 o o 

1796. ' 4S>«J2 6 10 

Feb. 26th. To Stephen Kingfton, 
for a cargo of pitch, 

pine, lumber, delivered ^ 

for the fervice of go- 
vernment in St. Lucia, 
in the year 1794* and 
lor his expences thereon 1949b 16 9 
Mar. I ft. To Cheva. de Chevigne, 

in confideration ot the r 

wounds he received 
whilft ferving with the 
army, which have ren- 
dered him incapable of 
farther fervice , — 100 00 

To captain Ja. Urmfton, 
, * for the expences in en- 
tertahiiag major-gene- 
rals Graham and Mor- 
Ihead, on board the Sit 
j^dward Hughes Eaft- 
Indiaman, on the Weft- 
India expedition 400 o o 
Mar. 21ft. To lieut..col. M^Murdo, 
for bringing difpatches 
containing intelligence 
of the reduftion of the 
Cape of Good Hope 500 o o 
To lieut.-col. Calvort, to 
be paid over to Monf. 
de Valcour, who was 
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employed confidentially 

by the Duke of York 

on the Continent jo o c 

To Comte dc Lambertye, 

as an indemnity foe the 

expences incurred by 

him in having been di- 

refted to raife a regi- 
ment of French infantry 200 o o 
To lieutenant Horace St. 

Paul, for expences in 

bringing difpatches from 

Gibraltar — — 45^00 
To B. Watfon, efq. to 

enable him to difcharge 

demands on account of' 

the army lately ferving 

on the Continent 5^000 O o 

To lieut.-col. Calvert, to 

be paid over to fundry 

perlons for the fervices 

on the Continent of 

Europe — — 400 o o 

To R. Johnfon Smyth, , 

for the balance of his 

account as afliftant com- 

miilary general in Nova 

Scotia, between the 

25th of Sept. 1 782 and 

the 31ft of Dec. 1783 133 12 11 

To lieut.-col. H. Calvert, 

to be applied for the 

ufe of certain French 

oJBicers under the com- 
mand of the Duke of 
^ York on the Continent 3,299 o o 



£• '• '• £• '• ^• 



To the earl of Macartney, 

for his expences during 

the time he was em- 
ployed on a miffion in 

Italy — 5,004 1 1 O 

To Mr. John Bernard, for 

the expences incurred 

by the late Count d'Her- 

villy in forming lifts, 

and procuring infor- \ 

^nation relative to the 

French emigrant corps IJ5 14 o 

To Sir Ralph Abercrom- 

by, K. B. commander 



60^470 16 6 
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in chief in the Weft In- 
dies, towards providing 
himfelf with an equipage i«ooo o o 



*. d* £. u i^ 



For the pay of feverai ge- 
neral and ftaff officers 

ferving with the forces 

on the Continent, for \ 

fundry periods in t^e 

year 1794. — — 7,766 4 ix 
To iieut.-general Morri- 

fon, for 182 days addi- 
tional pay as^quarter- 

mafter general, to 24th 

June 1795 ' 689 iz J 

To fundry perfons, for 

hklf-pay for their fer- 

vices on the rivers and 

lakes in Canada, during 

the late war, to various 

periods — — — ^7 19 6 

To fundry ditto, for ditto 

for ditto fervices^ to 

24th June 1795 - 86 6 6 

To L. Mackintolh, for' 

240 days pay as alfiftant 

commiflary to the forces 

in the Weft Indies, to 

2lft Auguft 1795; — 60 b • 

1796. 
Jan. 5tlu To capt. H, Cuyler, for 

112 days pay as adju- 
tant CO a detachment of* 

forces at Toulon, to 

17th December 1793 21 4 4 

ToSirJ.Fitzpatrick, in- 

fpedor of health for 

medical fervices, be- 
tween 8th Nov. 1793, 

and 8 th Sept. 1794 592 8 o 

To Sir W.Fawcett, K.B. 
' for 1 83 days additional 

pay, as adjutant-gene- 
ral, to 24th Dec. 1795 693 711 
To Iieut.-general Morri- 

fon, for 1 83 days ditto^ 

as quarter-mafter-gene- 

ral to ditto 693 7 i x 

To ditto, for ^6^ days 

pay of his two affiftants, 

to ditto —— 172 17 6 



66463 1 z. 6 



10,85^ 8 % 
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To lieut.-gcneral Rains- 
ford, for 365 days pay 
as lieut.-gcnera}^ with 

two aides de camp, to 

24th December 1 794 I9683 26 

To fundry perfons, for 

half-pay for their fer- 

vices on the rivers and 

lakes in Canada during 
the late war, to various 
periods — — 182 16 o 

For the pay of fundry af- 

ftftant comimffades on 

the Continent, to 24th 

December 1705 hlZ^ 5 o 

To Sir G. Elliot, bart. 

for three quarters of a 

years falary as viceroy , 

df Corfica — 6,000 o o 

To captain N. Houc, for 

220 days pay as major 

of brigade, to 24th De- 
cember i79C> and for 

allowance of forage 123 3 zz 

^ To the reprcfentatives of 

Ja. Wright, for 39 days 

pay as furgeon to the 

forces in Guadaloupe» 

to 7th June 1794 ^895 

To E. Home, icfq. for 365 

days pay, as fargeon to 

the forces, to 24th De- 
cember 1795 ■ 172 17 6 
To B. Watfon, efq. for ^ 

182 days . pay as mper- 

intendant and director 

of forage, &c, of the 

army on the Continent^ 

to ift March 1795 7^' ® ^ 

179 J. 21*493 3 o 

April 2d, To Mr. Window, on ac- 
count of fubfiftence of 

a corps of waggoners 5^0 00 

To ditto for ditto iervicc 1 ,500 o o 

7th. To ditto for ditto fervice 1,300 o o 

1796. 3,3Jo o o 

Jan. nth. To Meflrs. Adams and 

Wclsford, for fupply- 

ing bread, forage, wood» 

and ftraw, to the forces 

encamped, in- the year 

1795, in the fouthem 

diftrid — > — • 32^000 00 



f 
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353 
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Mar. j I ft. To MefTrs. Adams and 
Wclsford, for flour and 
bread fupplied at Poole, 
Portfmouth^and South- 
ampton ■ 2^900 16 6 

April i9th.^To ditto, for flour fup- 
plied to the bakery at 

Poole — '- 

To ditto, for bread, &c. 
delivered to the troops 
at Southai^pton 

To Meflrs. Adams and 
Hodge, for the balance 
of their account, .as 
contradlors for furnifh- 
ing the forces encamped 
in England with bread, 
&c. in the year 1 794 23 i j^ 

To Meflrs. W. D. Adams 
and G. Wexford, to- 
wards enabling them to 
fupply bread, forage, 
wood, and flraw, to 
the forces encamped in 
England in the year 1796 20,000 o o 
To ditto, for bread fup- 
plied to the forces at 
Portfmouth, Southamp- 
ton, Poole, Plymouth, 
&c. — — i4>S42 8 3 

To ditto, for fupplies of 
bread delivered to the 
troops at Portfmouth . 3^247 8 o 
To ditto, for ditto fervicc 4,003 8 • 7 
To ditto, towards enabling 
tkem to, Supply bread, 
forage, wood, and ftraw» 
to the forces encamped 
in England ia the year 
17^6 , — — 25,eoo o • 
To ditto, for fupplies to 
the troops encamped in 
South Britain in the 

year 1795 10,923 19 7 

, To ditto, for fupplies of 
bread delivered to* the 
troops at Portfmouth, &€• 4^43 1 z^ 8 
To ditto, for ditto deli- 
livered to ditto in the 
county of EiTcx, &c. 4,205 15 xx 



£• S* dm ^, #< ^, 



».395 S 2 

t 




3>lo6 IS 9 






40,002 17 5^ 



« « 
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1796. 
Jan, nth. lo Mr. H. Cutler, for 
fupplies delivered to the 
army under the com- 
mand of the earl of 
Moira» from 9th Jane 
to 31ft Auguft 1795 18,309 6 9 
To ditto, for ditto deli- 
Tcrcd by him to the 
army at Southampton, 
from I ft Scpt« 1795 to 
30th January 1796 21^484 16 5 

Itfar, 2 1 ft. To W. Fcttes, for fup- 
plying breads forage, 
wood, and ftraw, to the 
forces encamped in 
North Britain in the 

year 1795 2,992 5 7 

To ditto, for ditto fervice 

in the year r796 3,000 o o 

To ditto, for ditto fervice 5,000 o o 

1794. ' ' i75>^^7 3 ^ 

Oft. 2(5th. For baggage and forage 
money, for additional 
officers of the Bucking- 
ham militia, ordered to 
tai;e the field «— 75 ^ ^ 

Dec. 3d. For additional bat horfes 
for the 79th and 8oth 
• regiments of foot, ferv- 

ing on the Continent 378 o o 

For rat horfes for ditto 

regiments - <- I9I71 16 p 

'79?-^ 
Feb. 13th. To the colonels of fundry 

regiments of foot, for 
baggage and forage fox . 
, their refpeftive regi- 
ments, embarked tor 
foreign fervice — 935 ^ ^ 
z^th. To the colonels of fun- , 
dry ditto, for ditto for 
their refpcftive regi- 
^ roents, ordered on fo- 

reign fervice, in part of 
a warrant . of this date' 
for 8,7781. 15s. , 7*^7^ S. ® 

To ditto, tor b^t and blanket 
horfes for ditto regiments,* 
in part of a warrant of ' 
this date for 3,360!. i»730" * o o 
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April 29th. For baggage and forage 
mopcyfor 130th regi- 
ment of foot, ordered 
to embark for foreign 
fcrvice -^ 532 10 o 

May 27th. For bat and blanket 

horfcs for ditto regiment 210 o o 

Jane 3d. To Jieut. -colonel Myddle- '. 

ton, to complete bag- 
gage and forage money " / 
for the Denbigh militia, 
, having been ordered to 

take the field in 1794 63 18 3 

July 13th. To the coloneh of fundry ^ 

corps of militia, for ' 

baggage horfes for their 
refpcftive corps, order- 
ed to take the field 2,513 14 o 
To the colonels of fundry 
ditto, for an all6wance 
for their refpedlive 
corps, having been or- 
dered to take the field, . 
being the third year of 
their encampment 8,512 12 o 
224. For forage money to the 
general and ftaff officers 
attend ihg the forces, on 
taking the field in the 

year 1795 ' ii,S^6. o o 

29th. For bat and blanket ^ ' 

horfes for fundry re- 
giments of foot ordered 

on foreign fervicc . • 2,100 o o , 

To the colonels of fundry 
regiments of foot, for 
baggage and forage 
money for their refpec- 
* tivc regiments, ordered 

to take the field I4»253 ^ S ^ ' . 
To the colonels of fundry 
corps of fencible ca- 
valry, for baggage . - 
horfes for their refpec- . . ' 
tive corps, ordered to - 
take the field — i.SO^ ^ ^ 
1795. **^ S3»8o7 12 ^ 

Aug. 5th. To colonel Bayly, for 
forage money for the 
Weft-Middlefex mili- , . 

tia, in the year 1 795 289 ' 12 a 

Zx 2 



356 PARLIAMENTARY [Lords, 



Dates of 
Payments* 



To complete allowance of 

baggage and forage 

money for theNorth- 

Gloucefter militia^ in 

the year 1 704 — .60 o o ^ 

For baggage norfes, for 

the additional company 

of the Montgomery 

militia, ordered to take 

the field -^ 37 16 o 

For baggage and forage 
" money to the officers 

of the 2d and 3d bat- 
talions of the I ft regi- 
ment of foot euards« 

ordered to take tne field 865 o o 

For ditto for the 2d bat- 
talion of the 3d regi- 
ment of foot guards, 

ordered to take the field 426 5 o 

For bat horfes for two 

troops of the 2d regi- 

meht of dragoons, when 

ordered on foreign fervicc 15 1 4 o 
For baggage horles for 

23d regiment of dra- 
goons, when encamped 

m the year 1 794 321 6 o 

To the colonels of fundry 

regiments of dragoon 
* guards and dragoons, 

tor baggage horfes for 

their refpedlive corps^ 

ordered to take the field i>946 14 o 
For bat, baggage, and 

forage money, for^cer- 

tain officers of the 8th 

regiment of dragoons, 

ordered to embark for 

fervice in July 1 795 ^ '3^ 15 o 
For baggage horfes for 

fundry corps, ordered 

on foreign fervice 429 o o 

For baggage and forage ' 

money for fundry corps^ 

ordered on di^to $»426 o • 

For ditto for additional 

officers appointed on the 

augmentation of fundry 

regiments of foot^ or« 

4ered on ditto 7»^95 ^ ^ 



jf. /. /• ^. /. /. 
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— — £' ^i J* £• '*• -^ 

For bit and blanket horfes 
for fundry corps of foot, 
ordered on foreign ferviac .4,970 o o 

For ditto for fundry re- 
giments and detachments 
of dragoons^ on ditto . 840 o o 

For baggage horfes for 
the additional company^ 
of the northern regi- 
ment of fencibles, on 
- taking the field in 1795 75 12 o 



For baggage and forage 
money to the officers of 
the 2d battalion pf the 
Coldflream regiment of - 
foot guards, ordered to 
take the field 426 5 o 

For baggage horfes for id 
battalion of 90th regi- 
ment of foot, ordered 
to take the field in 1 794 491 8 o 

For baggage horfes for the 

foot guards ■— — 1,60^ 10 ^ 

To complete the allow- 
ance of baggage and 
forage money for the 
I ft battalian of 78 th 
foot, on taking the / 
field in the year 1 794 12$ o o 

For bageage horfes for the 
additional company of 
the North-Glouoefter 
militia, ordered to take 
the field — — 57 '6 ^ 

For baggage and forage 
money for the addi- 
tional company to the ^ 
Montgomery militia, 
ordered to take the field 45 o # 

For baggage and forage 
to the fubaltem officers 
of fundry corps of mi- 
litia who had taken the 
field in the year 179$ 
for the firft time, with- 
out having received any 
part of the field allow- 
ances ififiied in 1795 ^7^ o o 

For forage money for the 

Lancaftrire militia, or- ^ 

dered to take the field 348 4 o 



77,464 16 o 
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For forage money for the 

97th regiment of foot, 

ordered to rake the field 373 80 
For baggage and forage 

money for the Argyll 

and southern regiments 

of fenclbles, ordered to 

prepare to take the field 1,087 lo 6 
For an allowance to the 

officers of fundry corps 

of militia who kept up 

their baggage horfes 

from the campaign 1794 

to the campaign 1795 2^5 o e 

For bit and blanket horfes 

for Col. Irwine's York 

^Hufifars, ordered on fo- 
reign fervice ~ 170 o o 

For baggage horfes for ditto 80 o o 
For ditto for the York 

Kanger and Fuzilcers, j 

ordered on foreign fervice 1^280 o o 
For bit and blanket horfes 

for ditto corps — 340 o o 



For baggage and forage 
money for the 86th re- 
giment of foot, or-' 
dered on foreign fervice S^i 5 o 

For baggage horfes for 
the Effex fencible ca- 
valry, ordered to take 
the field 340 4 o 

To the colonels of fundry 
regiments of foot, for 
baggage and forage 
money for their refpec- , 

tive regiments, ordered 
to take the field 996 5 o 

To Lord Charles Somer- 
fet, for his allowance of 
bat forage money in the 
year 1795, as com- 
mandant of 1 03d regi- 
ment of foot ■ 62.10 o 

For baggage and forage 
money for t]|p i oth re- 
giment of foot, or- 
dered on foreign fervice 891 5 o 

For bat and blanket 
horfes, for fundry regi- 



84,5:05 17 • 
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ments of dragoons, or- 
dered on foreign fervicc 390 o o 

For baggage horfes for 

fundry regiments 180 o o 

For baggage and forage 
money for the 2d bat- 
talion of the 7th foot, 
ordered on foreign fervice 527 10 o 

For ditto, for additional 

i officers appointed on the 
augmentation of fundry 
regiments of foot, ferv- 
ing abroad ■ 8,052 10 o 

For ditto, for fundry 
officers of the late io2d 
regiment of foot, or- 
dered to hold them- 
felves in readinefs for 
foreign fervice . — 171 50 

For ditto, for the 90th 
regiment of foot, or- 
dered on foreign fervice ,885 o o 

For baggage horfes for the 
Argyll Fencibles, or- 
dered to be in readincfe 
to take the field — 207 18 • 

For an allowance to fun- 
dry militia corps, who 
have kept up their bag- 
gage horfes from the 
campaign 1794 to the 
campaign 1795 — — 265 o • 

For forage money for the 
. Eaft-Middlefex militia, 
having taken the field 
in the year 1795 *— 289 12 o 

I 

liTued to the Barrack-mafter General^ 

For providing coals, can- 
dles, b^r, bedding, 

utendli, furniture, &c. 

for cavalry and infantry 

in barracks, in Great 

Britain, Guernfey, Jer- 

fey, andAlderney, for 

repairs, contingencies^ 

&c. T- — 405,184 o 7 

For forage for cavalry fta- » 

tioned in ditto 106,099 6 4 



£• f» ((• JTm s» /• 



98,616 



I I 
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For beddinr, fdrniture, 
and ftores Tent to Gibraltar 9> I oo o 6 

For fundry fupplies fent 
for the barracks, in the 
ifland of St.'Domingo 29,079 15 t 

For fundry fupplies f«nt 
for the barracks, at the 
Cape of Good Hope 6,930 o o 

For bedding, (lores, &c. 
fent to Newfoundland, 
and for expenccj' in- 
curred there for fuel, 
candles, &c» for the 
troops flationed there- 
in, and for repairs, 
contingencies, &c. 5>^9^ 9 ^ 

For eredling and provid- 
ing hofpitals in Great 
X Britain, &c. 16,471 "12 2 

1795. '. 578,054 14 3 

Dec. 31ft. To John Trotter, efq, 
for providing hofpital 
bedding, &c. for the ufe 
of the forces in the 
Leeward lilands 22,473 14 5 

1796. 
Jan, nth. To ditto, for providing 
hofpital utenfils and 
(lores for the forces at 
Colchefter ■ ' 1,532 i6 4 

To ditto, for providing 
hofpital bedding, &c. 
for the forces in fundry 
hofpitals, in and adja- 
cent to Chelfea 4>879 3 5 
a7th. To ditto, for providing 
^ ditto for the ufe of the 

forces — — 4*703 o i 

To ditto, for ditto fer vice 6,433 5 9 ^ 

March 2d. To ditto, for fundry ar- 
ticles provided by him 
for the department of 
the quarter- matter -ge- 
neral, going to . the 
Weft Indies 69256 i ^ 

To ditto, for providing 
camp neceflfaries, hot 
pital bedding, &c. for 
the ufe of the forces 36,421 15 11 

;iift. To ditto, for providing ' 

hofpital bedding for ditto i 89996 i 11 
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1796. 
Mar. 21ft. To John Trotter, efq, 

for providing camp ne- 

ceflaries and hofpital 

bedding &r the 'ufe of 

the forces ^ 48,544 2 3 

To ditto, for ditto fervice . 15,740 1^ o 
To ditto, for ditto fervice 19,392 6 o 
To ditto, for hofpital bed- 
ding for the ufe of the . 

forces — — I2f75i 5 o 
To ditto, for camp necef- 

(aries, hofpital bedding, 

&c« for ditto — 11,041 3 5 



£, s. // A i. /, 



Jan.i8tlu To pay a bill of ex- 
ehange, drawn by the 
royal bank of Scotland, 
for one year's allowance 
for fiitniihing fpecie to . * 
the troops in Scotland, 
to Chriftmas 179c 43* '9 3 

To John Geddes, e{q, for 
neceflaries. Sec. for the 
« forces in Nonh Britain, 
. for theyeaci795 1,359 6 8 



Jan. 8th. To James Window, efq. 
agent to the infpedlor 
eeneral of regimental 
infirmaries, on account 
for contingent difburfe- 

ments for hofpitals, &c. 5,000 o o' 

29th. To ditto, for ditto fervice 1,000 o o 

Feb. 16th. To ditto, for ditto fervice 8,000 o 6 

Mar. 16th. To ditto, for ditto iervice 8,000 o o 

April 19th, To ditto, for ditto fervice 5,000 o o 

Toditto, for ditto fervice 5,000 o o 

To ditto, for ditto fervice 5,000 o o 

To ditto, for ditto fervice 5,000 o o 

To ditto, for ditto fervice 5,000 o o 

To ditto, for ditto fervice 4,000 o 



For the contingent allowl 
ances to the iield offi- 
cers and captains of the 
I ft regiment of foot 
guards, from 25th De- 
cember 1794 to 24th 
June i79i — ~* 5,708 

Vol. III. ^^ A 



209,165 II o 



f,792 5 n 



51,000 o' o 
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For the contingent allow- 
ances to the field offi- 
cers and captains of the 
2d regiment of foot 
guards^ from 25th De- 
cember 1794 to 24th 
June 1795 ■" 1^70! 3 o 

For ditto, to the ditto of 
the 3d regiment of ditto, 
from ditto to ditto i ,708 30 

For ditto, to the ditto of 
the I ft regiment of 
ditto, from 25th June 
to 24th, De<;embcr 1795 2^708 10, 

For ditto, to the ditto of 
the 2d regiment of ditto, . 
from ditto to ditto 1*70^ 3 ^ 

For ditto, to the ditto of 
the 3d regiment of ditto, 
from ditto to ditto if 708 3 o 

For ditto, to the ditto of 

ditto regiment, from , 

25th June to 24th De- 
cember 1794 i»7o8 3 o 

1796. . 13*956 n o 

Jan. I ft. To Meffrs, Bernard and 

Brooklbank, for fwords 

fupplied to the ferjeants 

and drummers* of the 

invalid companies 19^ 9 ^ 

xxth. To Meffrs. J. and F. 

Carleton, on account 

for embarkations, &c. 

of troops at different 

ports in Ireland 6,000 o o 

7th. To Melfrs. Cox and Co. 

on account of fubfift- 

cnce of fundry draughts 

and invalids at Eung 

barracks, Southampton 500 o o 
To ditto on account for 

ditto fervice — — 2^000 P . 
Feb. 29th. To T. Wright, printer 

of The Hue and Cry 

and Police Gazette, for 

advertifing deferters 

between the loth April 

and 5th July 179$ 23a la O 

To ditto, for advertifine 

ditto between the low 

July and 5th Od, 1795 2x9 i^U 
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Mar. 31ft. To T. Wee, rfq, fur- 
veyor of the guards^ for 
work done at the Horfc 
and Foot Guards in the 

year 1793 **S3* 4 4 

To ditto tor ditto, done / 

• at the Foot-Guards 

roemSy Somerfet-houfe 

barracks, Recruit-houfe, 

&c. in ditto year '^fii% 16 I 

To William Gordon, efq. 

for providing a table 

for the officers of the ' 

Foot and life Guards 

on duty at St. James's, 

&c. from 25th March 

to 23d September 1795 4,083 7 6 
April 9th. To major-general Fox, 

for the amount of ex. 

penditures at Chatham* 

for pay, contingencies 

oftheftaflF,&c. forfix 

months, to 24th June 

,79^ _ 2,888 17 II 

i2th» To Meffrs. Jt and F, 

Carleton, on account 

' for embarkations, &c. 

of troops at diflferent 

ports in Ireland 3*5^®'' * 

19th, To Meffrs. Robert Wil- 
fon and Sons, as a 
compcnfation on ac- 
count of loffes fuftained 
' by them on certain 

quantities of wheat a3» '3 9 

To Count de Botheril, for 
certain articles pur- 
chafed byhim, wnich , 
have been applied fof 

the fervice ot the army 56168 

-, — ^7,706 o 4 

To Meffrs. J. and C F, 

Carleton, for expences 

incurred by them for 

bedding and neceffaries 

f^pplied to the 79th 

regiment of foot, on its 

embarkation from Irc^ 

land in the year 1794 3^19 4 

To Sir W. Fawcett, K. B, 

for the contingent ex- 

3A a 
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•*> 



3^5 i o 



pences of thfc office of 
. adjuant-gencral, from 

25th June to 24th De- 
cember 1795 . 

To lieut.-general Morri- 

fon, for his contingent 

expences as quarter- 

mafter-general, from ' 

25 th December 1794 

to 24th June 1 795 224 4 o 

Tlo ditto for ditto, from 

25th June to 24th De- 
cember i79r — ZXA. A. Q 
To the Rev. T. Gamble, , ^ 

for expences in con^ 

ftrufting a telegraph 

for the army under Sir 

Ralph Abercrombie i2j. it. n 

ToSirWm.Howe,K.B. + * 7 

for the hire of ground 

for encamping the troops 

under his command in 

ToSirW. Pitt^K.B. for 

ditto in ditto year 273 411 

To lieutenant-colonel St. 
Leger, for feveral arti- 
cles of cloathing, and 
appointments belong- 
ing to the late 31ft re- 
giment dragoons, ap- 
propriated to the public 
fervice — — 1 *ai n m 

1 o ditto, for the expence 
incurred in providing 
cloathing and appoint- 
ments for /he augmen- 

^ tation to ditto regiment 

To George Gamier, efq. 
apothecary-geneji;^l, for 
medicines fupplied for 
the ufe of the army, 
from ift January to 
24th June 1795 50, f 44 6 i 

To Mr. John Charlton, '^^ 
for re-payment of fo 
much furcharged in his 
declared account, as 
late agent to regimental 
infirmaries, for want of 



£* '• '• £^ s. d. 



712 3 11 
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Dates of ^ 

Payments. 

vouchers, which have ^ 

fince been produced 210 6 o 

To L, Morfe, efq. for car- 
rying onJbr one year 

to Midfummer 1796, a . 

progreflive lift of the 
comraiffions of all the 
officers of the army 103 3 o 

-ea. 3ift, To John Brickwood, efq. ^ ' 53>998 19 , « 

to be remitted for the 
fervice of his Imperial 
majefty — 200,000 o o 

To Meffrs. Cox and Co. 
on account of fubfift- 
cnce of fundry draughts • 
and invalids, under the 

care of nwjor Barrette 2,500 00 
Nov# 19th. To A. Loughnan, efq. 
to be remitted, for the 
fervice of his Imperial 

niajefty . 70,000 o o 

26th. To ditto, for ditto fervice 60,000 o o 
Dec. 3d. Toditto, for ditto fervice* 70,000 o o 
To L. Morfe, efq. for his 
contingent dilburfe- 
ments, as late fecrctary 
to field-marfhal Lord 
Amherft, from 25th 
December 1 794 to 25th 
I^rchi7aj _- . 343 X3 I 
To William Gorton, efq. 
for providing a table 
for the office of the 
foot and life guards on 
duty at St. James's, &c. 
from 24th Sept. 1795 
to 24th March 1790 4,083 7 6 

. ' — 460,926 o 3 

Voted on account of cx- 

traordinaries 1*350^000 o o 

Re-payments by Claude 

Scott, efq. 385,000 o o 

Ditto by John Brick wopd, 

5^^* — "~" 20,000 o o 
Ditto by the executors of 

Wm. fixummell, efq. 20,000 o o 
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Datetof 
Pajments. 

L , ^, . £^ '• '• if- s. i. 

Re-pa7ment8 by Alex. 

Davifon, efq. 12} 169 13 6 

The fum votod for the 
Sardinian fiibfidy 2oo>ooo o o 

^ i.987»»69 *5 ^ 

W„OfEce. i^T^^T^ 

7th December 1 796- W. WINDHAM. 



An ACCOUNT of Extraordinary Expence^ of the Army, 
incurred and paid by the Right Honourable the Pay- 
mafter General of His Majefty*s Forces, from the '7th 
to the 24ch of December 1796^ both incluiive^ 9.ndnoC 
provided for by Parliament. 

Datetof 

iPayments* ' 

1796. £• u d^ 
Dec. 7th. To Meflh. Bernard and Brooklbank, fot 
cloathing of four new companies of in- 
valids, for the year 1 795 — 1^521 z 9 

To ditto, for accoutrements fumiflied for 

the invalids •-• 577 6 o 

loth. To Mr. Window, agent to the infpe^or- 
general of regimental infirmaries, 00 ac- 
count of contingent difburfements for 

hofpitals, &c. ■ -^ 3>oo* o o 

To Meffrs. W. D. Adiims and G. Wds- 
ford, for fupplies of bread delivered to 

the troops at Portfmouth, &c. 2,871 7 7 

To the honourable Charles Stuart, on ac- 
count of the pay of himfclf and bis fiaff 
on an expedition to Portugal -— 2>ooo 9 o 

i6th. To M. G. Simcoe, on account of his pay as 
lieutenaiit-general at St. Domingo, and, 
to defray fundry expences attendmg his 
taking upon himielf tie government of 
that iiland — ■ i>ooo o o 

-loth. To Meflrs. Rofs and Ogilvie, on account of 
bit and ibrage money of a regiment of 
loyal French emigrants ■ — 800 o • 



DEBATES- 








Dates of 








* 


Payments* 










Ifliied to the Barrack-mafter General^ 






For providinjg coals^ can^. 










dles« bedding, utenfils, 








/ 


furniture, &c, for ca^ 










valry .and infantry in 










barracks in Great Bri- 








^ 


tain, Guemfey, Jerfcy, 










and Aldemey, and for 


^. 


t* 


i. 


£' u 


repairs, contmgencies, 










Sec. — — 


23^000 


4 


8 




For forage for cavalry 




V 






Rationed in ditto 


7jI3* 


8 







For providing and fitting 


w ^ ^r 








temporary barracks 

4 


11,700 








1 








mm^mm 


41,9X2 12 


On account of pay, &c. of 










fundry black corps for 








' 


the year I'^Qj* raifed 










for fervice m the Weft 










Indies - — 

« 


H»575 


8 


t 




On account of ditto, for 










^ the year 1796 — 


1,000 










On account ^ ditto, for 










the year 1797 


1,566 








«7»»4» « 
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To bills of exchange, drawn by John Ha- 
milton, efq. for the purchafeof hories in 
the United States of America for his ma* 
jefty's fervice in the Weft Indies, and for 
forage and freight of the fame **- 3>^oo o o 

To ditto, drawn oy the adding deputy pay- 
mafter in the Weft Indies, mn account of 
theextraordinaryexpences of the army there 5>700 Q O 

To ditto, drawn by H. Rod, for the extra- 
ordinary expences of the forces at the 
Cape of Good Hope ♦ ^ > 394^1 5 ^ 

To cafh paid by Mr. Brymer, a{Ung de- 
puty paymafter in Nova Scofia, for the 
extraordinary expences of the army in^ 
that province, for one quarter, to 24th 
SepteiBberi796 — ^— —— 13,24';, 10 le. 



£. 106,962 13 4 



War Office, 
7th AprU 1797. W, WINDHAM. 
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REPORT from the COMMITTEE of SECRECY, ap. 
pointed by the Houfe of Lords to examine and ftate the 
total Amount of outftanding Demands on the Bank of 
England, and I ike wife of the Funds for difcharging 
the fame, and to report the Rcfult thereof to the 
Houfe, together with their Opinion ontheNcceffity of 
providing for the Confirmation and Continuance of 
Meafures taken in purfuance of the Minute of Council 
on the 26ch of February laft. 

ORDERED TO REPORT, 

THAT the Committee having, in purTuance of the order of the Houfe^ 
proceeded to take info their confideration the feveral matters referred to 
them, have agreed to report thereon as follows : 

With rcfped to the firft part of the order of th^ Houfe, by which they 
are dire^led to examine and report the total amount of outftanding de- 
mands on the bank of England, and likewife of th^ funds for difcharging 
the fame* they called upon the governor of the bank, and upon Mr. Bo- 
fanquet, one of the dire6lor9 of the bank, (who attended them in the ab- 
fcnce of the deputy governor), for an account to that efied; which ac- 
count having, by them, been produced to the Committee, was verified by 
the deputy accountant of the bank ; and the fame having been examined 
by the Committee, it ivas agreed to ret)ort the refult thereof to the Hoafe« 
as follows: 

That the total amount of outftanding demands on the bank, on the Z5th 
day of February laft, was i3,770,39oU ; and that the total amount of the 
funds for difchargliig thofe demands, over and above the permanent debt 
due from government of 1 1,686,800]., was, on the iame day of February 
laft, 17,597,2801. ; and that the refult is, that there was, on the 25th day 
of February laft, a furplus of eftedls belonging to the bank beyond the 
total of their debts, amounting to the fum of 3,826,8901. over and above 
the before- mentioned permanent ^debt of ii,686,8ooL due from go- 
vernment. 

The Committee think it right to obferve, that this account i& made up 
to the 2Cth of February incliifive ; and that iince that day, feveral confi- 
derable lifues have been made by the bank in bank notes, both upon go- 
vernment fecurities, and in difcounting bills, the particulars of which could 
no^ immediately be made up ; but that, as thole iftues were made upon 
correfponding fecurities, taken with the ufual care and attention, the ac- 
tual balance in favour of the bank has not been materially varied, but, if 
at all; has been rather increafed. ' 

In proceeding to the confideration of the fecond part of the order of 
reference, in which the Committee are direded to report to the Pioufe 
their opinion on the neceffity of providing for the connrmation and con- 
tinuance of the ineafures taken m purfuance of the minute of couilcil of 
the 26th of February, the Committee have thought it right to confine 
their inquiries to thofe points only on which that necefiity appeared to 
them principally to depend ; and having examined to thefe points the go- 
vernor of the b^k, and the (aid Mr« Bo&hquet, (one ot the directors 
^regf }^ tb€ CeauBittec fiad^ 
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I'hat the bank of England has lately experienced an unufual drain 
of^ ca(h. 

That this drain was owing, in great part, to demands for cafti, from 
the country ; fuch demands being made upon the bank indiredlly from 
the country, but diret^tly from the bankers of London^ who are to fupply 
the country. 

That by the efFeft of this drain, the cafli of the bank has been of late 
very confiderably reduced ; that it has, however, been known, by thofe 
converfant in the affairs of the bank, to be a great deal lower ; but that 
on this occafion the rapidity of the demands has been unparalUled. 

That jhofe demands have been of late progrefTively increaling, but par-i 
ticularly in the lall week : and that in the two lail days of that week^ 
the demands exceeded thofe of the four preceding days. 

That there was every reafon to apprehend that thefe demands, and 
the confequent progreffive reduction of caih^ would continue, and even 
increafe. 

That by the effeft of fuch redudlion, if it were to continue in the fame, 
or in a ftill farther incr^fed proportion, the bank of England would be 
deprived of the means of fupply ing the ca(h which might be neceffajy for 
preffing exigencies of public fervice ; and this led the bank to make the 
communication they did to his majelly's minillers. 

And laftly, that fince the date of the minute of council above mentioned, 
no fuch alteration has occurred as materially to vary the fituation of the 
bank in this refpedl. 

On this view of the prefent ftate of the important queftion referred to 
them, the Committee have agreed to reptirt it to the Houfe as their opi- 
nion, that it is neceflary to continue and confirm the meafures already 
taken, for fuch time, and under fuch limitations and rcftridlions, and with 
fuch power of difcontinuing the fame, as to the wifdom of Parliament 
may fecm expedient. 

THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE 

Think proper to conclude their report, with a fummary of the chief points 
which have occurred in their inquiry refpcfting the caufes, that produced 
the order of council of the 26th of February lall, as refulting from the 
evidence taken by them, and from the accounts laid before them. 

In order to render the fubfcquent details relative to this important fub- 
jedl more intelligible, the Committee think it right to begin, with taking 
a general view of the ftate of the circulation of the kingdom. 

It appears by the evidence, that the circulation of this kingdom, by 
which its immenfe commerce is carried on, confifts principally, in the 
metropolis and its neighbourhood, either of the notes ofthe bank of Eng- 
land, or of coin chiefly made of gold. — In the country, (where the notes 
of the bank of Kngland did not circulate to any great amount), it confifts 
of th^ bills of country bankers, or ofthe banking companies in Scotland, 
payable to bearer on demand ; and of coin of the defcription before 
mentioned. 

Inland bills of exchange are thought by many, to be a part ofthe cit* 
culation of the kingdom. They are not ftri^ly fo, in the fame f nfc as 
the two forts of paper .before mentioned. I'hey are rather tra.iifcrs of 
debts, from the drawers to the perfons on whom the bills are drawn. 

Vol. III. 3 B 
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TTicy are generally made payable at diftant periods; and as they are not 
payable at all times on demand^ they cannot, like the former, anfwer all 
the purpofcs of ca(h. 

In the metropolis, the quantity of paper much exceeds the quantity of 
coin in circulation. The Committee have no fufficient means before 
them; to judge of the proportion of caQi and paper, in the nfietropolis, 
except as far as any inference can be drawn from the quantity of ca(h paid 
at the bank, compared with the amount of the notes iifued by that cor- 
porate body, as ftated in the evidence of Mr. Newland, principal cafliier 
of the bank ; and particularly from the proportion of cam paid quarterly 
at the bank, in difcharge of the dividends of the public ftocks, a part of 
which only is' received by bankers, the remainder by perfons of every 
(lefcription. 

But in the couhtry, and particularly in thofe parts of it where no con- 
fiderable manufadures are eftabliftied, and no great commercial enter- 
prize is carried on, there is reafon to conclude, that the quantity of paper 
exceeds in a lefs proportion, the coin in circulation, than in the metro- 
polis. It muft vary according to circumftances of time or place ; and 
the Committee have no information which enables them to form a judge- 
ment on th^s fubjedl. It can hardly, however, be doubted, that there it 
too little of Britifh coin, particularly of filver, current in the kingdom, 
from a caufe which will be hereafter ftated. 

The bank of England is at the head* of all circulation. It is the great 
repofitory of the fpare ca(h of the nation, and alone carries bullion to the 
Mint to be coined. It is fubjed, on that account, to be calletl on for 
ca(h, direftly or indireAly, by thofe who are in want of it, and is nccef- 
farily fenfible of every material failure or diftrefs, which arifes from any 
deficiency or want of coin, in every part of this kingdom or Ireland. 

It appears that the circulation of paper was carried to its greateft height, 
a (hort time previous to the beginning of the year 1795- 

But early in that year, a great diminution took place, in the circula- 
tion of country bank bills, from the fudden failure of many of the coun- 
try banks. \]r. EUifon ftates, that previous to this period there were 
about two hundred and eighty country banks in England and Wales, and 
that he does not believe they exceed at prefent two hundred and thirty ; 
the buiinefs of which has by no means increafed, in proportion to the rc- 
duAiou of the number— and that the iiTue of country bank bilb has con- 
iiderably dimini(hed — that^ the quantity of fpecie adlually kept by the 
prefent country bankers, is at this time, larger than it was before the year 
I793> ^nd that they have leiTened their balances with the London bankers. 

Mr. Thornton's evidence confirms ^he account given by Mr. Ellifbn, 
of the failure of the country banks in 17939 and of the confequent diminu- 
tion of the circulation of country bank bills at that time— -fubicquent to 
^is event, thefe country bank bills increafed again in fome degree, but 
never to their former extent. Both Mr. Thornton and Mr. Elliton are of 
opinion, that confiderable quantities of caih muft have been drawn from 
tiit metropolis into the country, in order to fupply the deficiency of thefe 
country bank bills. 

In the beginningof the year 1793, when, from the caufes before men- 
tioned, the circulation of this kingdom began to be fo much diminifiied, 
the prefent war commenced. A ftate of war always requires a more am- 
*ple circulation, even within the kingdom. The public loans, which in 
all wars are neceffary, and in the prelent war have oeen particularly great, 
•naploy a confiderable proportion of the circulating capital. The prefent 
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increafed value of money, whicli is fufficicntly proved by t\t high rate of 
intereft, clearly (hews what muft be the demand for it, and confequeatly, 
the (carcity of it. But during the prefcnt war, it is wor. hy of remark, 
that expenfive enterprizes of a private nature have not d minifhed, as in 
all former wars, but even augmented. It appears. by an account inferted 
in this report, that the number of bills of inclofure whi:h paffed in the 
four years preceding the prefent wat was one hundred and thirty' eight, 
and that the number which hav^ paffed during the four years of the war 
was two hundred and eighty three. That the number of bills for naviga- 
tions and canals, which paffed in the four years preceding the prefent war 
-nvas thirty, and that the number which have paffed duriig the four years 
of the war was fix ty nine. And farther, that the fum authorized to be 
borrowed for the making ihofe canals and navigations, was in the firil four 
years 2,5^7,200!. ; and in the laft period of four years. 7,415,1001. 

But the demand of moiiey, for public expences abroad, more particu- 
larly applies to the prefent fubjed : the loan made to the Kmperor in the 
year 1795 of 4,600,000!. — The fubfidies paid to foreign princes^ — The 
money remitted for the pay of Britifti troops, or foreign troops in Britifh 
pay, while this kingdom had an army on the Continent ; and the advances 
made to the court of Vienna ; together with the money fent to the Wefl: 
Indies and the Cape-of Gpod Hope, for the pay of Britilh troops there; 
if they did not all together draw Britiih coin out of the country, in any 
great amount, muft at leaft have prevented that influx of coin or bullion 
which, in confequence of a favourable balance of commerce, would hayc 
otherwifefupplied the circulation of the kingdom. Mr. Boyd, however, 
in hisevidence, Hates, that in remitting the imperial loan, as well as thejate 
advances to the Emperor, he never feht any Britifn coin out of the* king- 
dom, (which could not indeed legally be done) ; and that in remitting the 
faid loan, he fent in foreign coin or bullion, to the amount ojily of about ' 
i,20o,oool. That the remainder of the loan, and the whole of the ad- 
vances, were^remitted in bills of exchange. It is obvious, however, that 
the drains occafioned by expenditure abroad for the purpofes before men* 
tioned (large as the amount of them may have been) are nothing more 
than what has happened in all former wars, in which the government of 
Great Britain has found it effentialfor its interefts, to maintain armies on 
the European Continent, or at any great diftayce from the kingdom. 

It appears by an account inferted in this report, that all the remittances 
made for the fervices of the war in the Weft Indies, on the Continent of 
Europe, in the ifland of Corfica, and other diftant parts of the world, 
amounted, during the four laft years to (vide Account No. 24,-) 
33,510,7791. OS. 7|d. 

It appears by another account (No. 2^,) inferred in this report, which 
hasdiftinguifhed the fums expended on the European Continent, from 
what were expended in other diftant parts of the world, thit the total of 
the money expended on the Continent of Europe during the faid four 
years, including the Imperial loan, and the advances made to the.Kmperor, 
amounted to 14,988,4221. 9s. S^d. 

It appears laftly, by a third account (Vo. 2z.) inferted in this report, 
that the fums paid for all forts of military fervices on th;* Continent dur- 
ing the war ending in 17^:31 amounted to 20,626,997!. os. 7d. 

To the fuiTis fent, during the prefent war, to t\\ft KuDpean Continent, 
to the Weft Indies, and the Cape of Good Hope, -for military purpofes, 
ftiould be added, the fums drawn for by the commanders of our lleets dr^ 
foreign fervice, in every part of the world. 

3B a 



37» PARLIAMENTARY [Lords. 

It appears, on t!ic other hand, by the accounts of the value of the im- 
ports and exports for the laft twenty years, produced by Mr. Irving, in- 
ipeft or- general of imports and exports, that the demand for calh to be 
fent abroad, for the purpofes before mentioned, was greatly compenfated 
by a very large balance of commerce in favour of this kingdom, greater 
than was ever known in any preceding period. The value of the exports 
of the laft year amounted, according to the valuation on which the accounts 
of the infpedor-general are founded, to 30,424,184!.; which is more thaa 
double what it was in any year of the American war, and one third more 
than it was on an average during the laft peace, previous to the year 1792; 
and though the value of the imports to this country has, during the fame 
period, greatly increafed, the excefs of the value of the exports above 
that of the imports, which conftitutes the balance of trade, has aug- 
mented even in a greater proportion. 

It is particularly obfervable, that the exports to Germany alone, for the 
two laft years, have amounted«to more than 8,ooo,oool. annually ; when, 
in time of peace, they did not ufually amount to more than 1,900,000!- 
And thofe exports to Germany exceed an amount, by at ieaft, 2,6oo,oool. 
the whole that was annually exported in time of peace, to France, Flan- 
ders, Holland, and Germany. 

The Houfe will fee in the evidence of Mr. Irving, much information, 
for the purpofe of fnewing that all our principal articles of export, par- 
ticularly thofe which confift of Britilh manufactures, are greatly under- 
rated in their value, as well as many capital articles of import. Coffee 
is the only material article which appears to be over- rated in the books of 
the infpedor-general ; it is more over-rated on exportation, than on im- 
portation. The valuation, upon which the accounts of the infpedlor-ge- 
neral are founded, was fettled in the year 1696 or 1697, when the prices 
of all thefe articles were greatly inferior to what they are at prefent, and 
before our manufadlurcs had received the improvements which ha^e been 
made in them of late years, fo that the real value of both our imports and 
exports, particularly of the latter, is certainly confiderably higher than is 
ftated in his accounts. The Houfe will alfo fee many excellent obferva- 
tions, in the evidence of this gentleman, for the purpofe of correcting the 
manner of taking the true balance of our trade. He obferves, that in 
forming this balance, many articles of import are ftated as unfavourable to 
this country, when they are in faft, acceflions of wealth, fuch as the pro- 
duce of our various fi(heries, and a confiderable part of the imports from 
our poffeffions in the Eaft and Weft Indies. The whole of the produce of 
» thefe fifheries, is certainly an accelfion of national wealth. So much 
thereof as is imported diredly into this country, muft be confidered as 
an increafe of ftock to it : the value of fuch parts as are fent direftly from 
the fiftiing places to foreign countries, and fold there, is either remitted in 
bills of exchange, which is wealth; or it is laid out in the purchafe of 
commodities, to be imported into this country, which is an increafe of 
flock. This produce is procured, not by any wealth fent from this coun- 
try, but by the adventurous enterprize of our fifhermen ; and the value of 
fuch produce, when it is fent diredly from the filhing places to foreign 
countries, cannot appear in any cuftom houfe account. In like manner, 
a conftderable part of the imports from the Eaft and Weft Indies, ought 
not to be ftated, in the balance of our commerce, as unfavourable to this 
' country, particularly fuch parts of the inveftments in the Eaft Indies, as 
are purchafed by the revenues of the Britilh fettlements there ; as well as 
^'--^fe parts, which are imported either from the Eaft or Weft Indies, for 
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the purpofe of remitting private fortunes acquired there, or as the incomes 
of perfons, who, having eftates or mortgagees in the Weft Indies, refiac 
and fpend their incomes in Great Britain. The value of fuch part of 
thefe imports, as is re-exported, will appear on the export fide of the ac- 
count, and ferves to balance the value of the fame articles, as ftated on 
the^import fide; and the whole of the mercantile profit, which they leav« 
behind, is in itfelf a confiderable acceffion* of wealth to this kingdomjj that 
cannot appear in the cuftom houie accounts. 

Mr, Irving has delivered it as his opinion, that the true balance of our 
trade amounted, on a medium of the four years preceding January 1796, 
to'upwards of 6,5oo,oooL per annum,. exclu five of the profits arifing from 
our Ealt and Weft India trade, which he eftimates at upwards of 
4,ooo,oDol. per annum ; and exclufive of the profits derived from our' 
filherles. 

But whatever uncertainty may ftill remain, in forming an eftimate of 
the true balance of our commerce in any particular year, the accounts of 
the infpcflor-general of imports and exports, ferve at leaft to afford a good 
comparative ftate of the amount of our commerce in different years ; for 
for it is fair to prefume, that the defedls are not greater in the accounts of 
one year than of another. 

Great however as this balance of commerce may appear, it would have 
been ftill greater in a very confiderable degree, but from the undfual fear- 
city of grain, which made it neceffary both for government and indivi- 
duals, to import large quantities of grain, for the relief of the inhabitanti 
of this kingdom. In an account delivered by Mr. Claude Scott, an emi- 
nent corn fador, it appears, that for the three years preceding the 5th of 
January 1797, there were paid to foreign countries,- for grain imported 
into this kingdom, the following fums, viz. 

In 1794 — — £. i,9S3>855 

In 1795 — ' — i,535»67i 

In 1796 — — 3,926,484 

7,446,012 
Add, imported in 1793, aseftimated by Mr. Scott in his evi- 
dence before the Committee — — 1,500,000 

Total £. 8,94.6,012 

This balance of commerce was alfo rendered lefs favourable, by the 
great fums paid for naval ftores during the war, beyond what are ufually 
paid in time of peace. It appears by an account prefented by the com- 
miflioners of his majefty's navy, that the value of naval ftores, imported 
on account of his majefty's navy, m the four years previous to 1797* 
amounted to — — £. 7,825,876 

And in the four, years preceding 1793, 

amounted only to ■ — 2,500,139 Excefs 

And it appears by an account prefented, of the amount of 
bills drawn on the commilfioners for vidualling, from 
foreign parts, in the four years ending the 5th of Ja- 
nuary 1797, that they amountd to ^. 1,368,921 
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Aqd in the four years ending the 5th of Ja- 
nuary 1793, to -^ _ 134,629 

— ^— 1,234,292 

Total Excefs £. 6,560,029 

Though it cannot be doubted that the balance of our trade, even with 
thefe dcduftions, mull have brought great wealth in various articles of 
comraerce, into this kingdom, and that unufual quantities of foreign 
merchandize muft, in conlcquence thereof, have been depofited in it ; ytt 
it may be doubted, whether it brought fo great a quantity of the precious 
metals, to be converted into coin, as in former periods ; for it appears in 
the evidence of Sir John Hort, who was his majefty's conful general in 
Portugal for twenty-nine years, and of Mr. Whitmore, an eminent Por- 
tugal merchant, that the importation of gold and filver bullion, from Lif- 
bon into this kingdom, has been lefs than it- was formerly : and that the 
exchange between Lifbon and London, which ufed formerly to be greatly 
in favour of London, has of late, from a variety of circumftances, been 
fometimes in favour of, and fometimes againft, this country ; and for the 
laft three years, more againll this country, than in its favour, from caufes 
which are fully explained in the evidence of thofe gentlemen. Mr. 
Whitmore adds, that the quantity of filver which has of late been imported* 
has greatly exceeded the quantity of gold. But as the Mint price of 
filver bullion has been, during nearly the whole of the prefent century, 
confiderably lefs than the market price of this precious metal, the filver 
bullion fo imported could not be converted into coin, but after having 
left a quantity fufficient for the ufe of our manufad^ures, mufl have again 
been exported, and did not contribute in the fmalleft degree to augment 
the coin of this kingdom. 

The accounts prefented by the officers of the Mint, of the quantity of 
bullion coined im the laft four years, (hew that the quantity coined at the 
Mint in 1795, amounted only to 495,4161. and in 1796, to 464,6801. 
which is not more than a fixth of what was brought to the Mint to be 
coined in the two preceding years, and greatly inferior to what had been 
coined, upon an average of the former years of his majefty's reign. 

By an account prefented by Mr. Irving, of the quantity of bullion ex- 
ported from this country from the year 1 790 to 1 796, both inclufive, it 
appears that the quantity of gold bullion exported on an average^ in the 
four laft yean, bemg years of war, is not a third of what was annually ex* 
ported on an average in the three preceding years of peace ; and that 
the quantity of filver bullion exported in the four laft years, being years 
of war, is alfo not a third of what was annually exported on an average in 
the three preceding years of ptace ; and this account receives a certain 
degree of confirmation, from the accounts delivered in by the Eaft-India 
Company, of the amount of Spanifti dollars exported by the Company, or 
permitted by the Company to be exported by private perfons, which prove 
that in the laft three years the amount of Spanifti dollars exported, has 
been lefs than ufual. 

The Committee wiftied to throw farther light /)n this fubjed^, by ob- 
taining an account of the amount of gold and filver coin or bullion im- 
ported into this kingdom, in the before- mentioned periods ; but they find, 
that by a law pafTed in the 15 th year of the reign of his late majefty 
Charles IL ch. 7. fe^. 12. coin and bullion are exempted from entry at 
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the cuftom-houfe, on importation into this kingdom : fo that the officer! 
of the cuftoms could not produce an account of any fuch imjfcrtion. 

There are, however* other circumftances in evidence before the Com» 
mittee, which may have contributed to render lefs perceptible, hitherto 
at leaft, the advantages arifing from the influx of wealth iiito this kin^* 
dom, in confequcnce of a favourable balance of trade. 

It wasobferved by Henry Thornton, efq. (and it is indeed felf-evident)^ 
that in proportion, as the commerce of this country increafes, a greater Ca- 
pital is neceflary for carrying it on ; and alfo, that any given quantity of 
commerce, in time of war, by the increafed expences of freight, infurance, 
and mercantile charges, requires a greater capital than the fame quantity 
of commerce in time of peace. Thefe two circumftances muft have had 
confiderable influence, in the courfe of the laft three years, upon the cir- 
culating cafh and paper of the kingdom, efpecially when it is confldered^ 
that, from caufes already afligned, the circulation of paper wasconiider- 
tibly diminifhed j'and Mr. Bofaqquet, a bank direftor, in afligning the 
caufes of the great preflure on the bank, for want of ca(h, in the yeat 
1785, is of opinion that the drain of calh at that time proceeded from 
the great extenfion of commerce which followed the peace, and which oc« 
caiioned fo large an export of the commodities of this country, that the 
circulation was hardly fufficient to fupport it. 

It appears faftly, by the evidence or the bank diredors, that in confe- 
qucnce of the long credit given by our merchants, the payments for the' 
great quantities of our manufadures, produce, and other merchandize ex- 
ported, do not take place till a confiderable time after their exportation, 
though a great additional capital has been previoufly employed, in provi- 
ding the articles fo exported. The balance of payments, which arifea 
out of the balance of trade, isneceflarily pofteriorto it, and in countries 
like Great Britain, where long credits are given, it may not produce its 
full effeft upon our circulation, for a confiderable time. 

The refult of all the various circumftances before ftated, does not ap- 
pear, on the whole, to have produced any permanent difadvantageous effedl 
on the ca(h of the bank, till the month of September 1795 : the ca(h of 
the bank had, indeed, been mnch lower thanufual in March and June 
1793 ; but it rofe in the September of that year nearly to its ufual aver- 
age. From September 1795, however, it continued progrefllvely declin- 
ing, fo as to be, during the whole of the year 1 796, confiderably lefs than 
in the year 1 705, but not lower at the end of 1 796 than in the middle of 
that year ; and in the commencement of the prefent year, ftill lefs than 
in the year 1796 — and in the week preceding the iffuing of the order of 
council, it diminifhed rapidly : It was not, however, even at that period, 
in any degree fo low as in the year 1783, and particularly in the month 
of October of that year. 

The conferences between the chancellor of the exchequer, and the 
governor and deputy governor of the bank, on the apprehenfions they en- 
tertained of the diminution of their cafli, and the rcprefentations made by 
them, from time to time, on the efFe(fl which foreign loans and remittances 
had on the ft ate of their calh, will appear by the evidence of the faid go- 
vernor and deputy governor, and other diredors of the bank, when they 
attended the Committee, either as a deputation, or in^ their individual ca- 
pacity, as well as from the minutes of thofe conferences, and the copies of 
the refolutions delivered by them to the chancellor of the exchequer'^-— 
it will appear alfo, frum the evidence of the chancellor of the exchequer, 
and from the letters written by him to the governor of the bank; 



ij6 HRLIAMENTARY [Lords. 

which are inferted in this report^ and to which the Committee think it 
Inore proper to refer the Houfe, than to give a fummary of them. 

The acounts before inferted, and the evidence jull referred to, will alfo 
fiiew, what was the nature of the advances made by the bank to govern- 
ment — Upon what funds or credit they were' made— » What was their 
amount at different pt rioJ.s — How far the amount of thofe advances, dur- 
ing the prefent war j have exceeded thofe ufually made in time of peace 
-i— How far they have exceeded thofe made in the laft war — And whether 
they were greater or lefs, immediately previous to the iffuing the order in 
council of the 26th of February, than at any preceding period. 

The Committee were defirous of throwing farther light on this fubjeft, 
by laying befo e the Houfe fome accurate account of the exchanges be- 
tween Great Britain and other countries ; as tliefe, when they can be cor- 
reftly afcertained, afford a good criterion of the balance of payments be- 
tween Great Britain and other countries, and thereby (hew, whether there 
is reafon to conclude, that any coin or bullion have been exported or im- 
ported. At prefent, the only places with which there fubfifts any regular 
courfe of exchange with Great Britain, are Lifbon and Hamburgh. At 
this laft place, a great proportion of the accounts between Great Britain 
and the northern parts of Europe, is now fettled and paid. The par of 
exchange with Limon can be accurately ftated ; it is 67I. It has already 
been (hewn from the evidence of Sir John Hort and Mr. Whitmorc, 
how far the exchange between London and Lifbon has been of late to the 
difadvantage of this country ; and their account of it is fully confirmed 
by a ftatement of the courfe of exchange taken from Caftaing's papers, 
inferted in this report. 

With refpeft to the exchange between Great Britain and Hamburgh, the 
Committee have not been able to decide, to their fatisfa^ion, what is the 
Aftual par of exchange between London and Hamburgh. The witneffes 
they have examined have widely differed, with refpeit to the par of ex- 
change between thofe places. The Committee, however, have inferted 
in the minutes of the evidence, the anfwers of Mr. Boyd to two queftions 
put to him, and a paper prefented to this Committee by one of the mem- 
bers of it, which throw confiderable light on this intricate fubjeCT, and ^ 
will account, in fome degree, for the difficulty the Committee had ex- . 
perienced in determining, with fufScient accuracy, the par of this ex- 
change. 

The mercantile accounts in Hamburgh and London have a reference 
to different metals. ISilver appears to be the common coin of Hamburgh, 
and gold is, in that place rather to be confidered as a commodity. Gold ' 
is the mercantile coin of Great Britain, and filver has been for many years 
only a commodity, which has no fixed price, and is very rarely carried to 
the Mint to be coined, but varies according to the demand for it at the 
market. The market price of thefe precious metals appears alfo to have 
an influence on the Banco money of Hamburgh, in which the exchanges 
are reckoned — It is probable that to thefe circumftances is to be imputed 
the difficulty of determining the par of exchange between London and 
Hamburgh. On the prefent fubjedt, therefore, all that the Committee can 
fay with certainty is, that according to the evidence of the^ governor of the 
bank of England, (which is confirmed by a paper annexed) the exchange 
with Hamburgh ceafed to be unfavourable to this country, in March, 
1796, became more favourable in the mon«h of Odlober lafl ; and that it 
continued f ivourable till the 26th of February, when the order of council 

~ iffued ; and that it continues fo Hill. 
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*rlic Committee have hitherto ftated the fcvcral points relating to the 
more remote caufcs, by which the circulation of the kingdom, and the ge- 
neral ftate oF the bank, may have been affeded. They proceed now, to 
thofe which imniediately preceded the 26th of February laft, and more 
direftly contributed to the neceffity of the order of council, which was 
iiirued on that day. 

It appears from the evidence of Mr. EUifon, that a few weeks previous 
to the 26th of February, two great mercantile banks at Newcaftlc ftopped 
payment in ca(h, owing to the effect of a local alarm, iimilar, as ftated by 
this gentleman, to that in 1703, which occafioned moft of the country 
bankers to draw large fums oi money from the metropolis, and induced 
them to keep in ftore larger quantities of fpecie, than before the year 
1793, in order to make their payments, if fuch ihould be required of 
them. Mr. Thornton confirms in general this account given by Mr, 
EUifon. He agrees alfo with Mr. Eilifon with refpe^l to the demand for 
ca(h made oh the metropolis by the country bankers, for the purpofc of 
being fent to different parts of the kingdom, where it is partly kept by 
the country bankers, for the ufes before mentioned, and partly drawn out 
of their hands by individuals, to be hoarded. 

It appears by the evidence of Mr* Thornton, that there was, at this 
time, alfo a demand of cafh to be fent from the metropolis to Scotland. 

But thofe demands for ca(h, from the diftant parts of the kingdom, 
were not the only caufes of the embarraffments of the bank of England, 
at this period. It is ftated in an account delivered by Mr. Paget, oiw of 
the diredors of the bank of England, and agent for the bank of Ireland, 
that in the commencement of the year 1797 there was an unufual demand 
of cafti^made on the bank of England, to be fent to Ireland 1 and that 
there was an expedition of a loan being intended to be raifed in Great 
Britain, for the fervice of Ireland, which would have neceffarily occafioned 
the exportation of a confiderable quantity of coin fi'om the metropolis to 
the latter kingdom. It is proper to add, that the kingdom of Ireland ap- 
pears, for fome weeks previous to the ilfuing the order of council of the 
26th of February, to have experienced a great want of calh, iimilar to 
that which was experienced in Great Britam. 

There is a circumftance that throws confiderable light on one at leaft of 
the caufes which produced this great demand for cafh on the bank. It 
appears by the account of the ftate of the cafti at the bank, at different 
periods, as laid before the Committee, that the greateft drain of cafh 
which the bank has experienced, fubiequent to the year 1783, was in 
March and June 17939 that is, a (hort time after the failure of the coun^ 
try banks in that year ; and in the commencement of the month of Febru- 
ary of this year, that is, a ftiort time after the Newcaftleblnks ftopped pay- 
ment in caih, and when the alarms before ftated produced great demands 
for cafti, from different parts of the country : So that, in both thofe 
periods, the fame caufe appears to have produced an effedl nearly iimilai:| 
that is, a very unufual drain of cafh from the bank. 

The increafed demand for cafh muft bear a proportion to the decreafe of 
any other fort of circulation that is a fubftitute for it. The Committee 
will prefently fhew, to what degree the circulation of the notes of the bank 
of England had been diminifhed, immediately previous to the 26th Fe- 
bruary laft. With refpeft to the decreafe of country bank bills in circu- 
Jation, Mr. Thornton, who appears to have coUe^ed his evidence from 
feveral parts of the kingdom with great accuracy, was defired by the 
Committee to deliver in an account of the proportion in which, according 
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to his information, country bank bills circulated in different psrrts of the 
kingdom, before the failures in 1793; at a period fubfequent to tha( 
year; and at the prefent time. This account may be feeh at large in the 
evidence^ but the refult u, that at the prefent time, the circulation of 
thefe bills is in one part of the kingdom not more than about a third ; in 
another, not more than half; and in a third, but a fixth, of what was in 
circulation before the year 1 793 : and the Committee have already en- 
deavoured to (hew, in a former part of this fummary, to what degree the 
means of coining, and, in confequence thereof, the regular fupply of new 
coin (which alone could fill up the void ocafioned by this decreafe of 
circulating paper) had diminilhed of late years, \ 

From the evidence of the governor of the bank, and from the report of 
the lall fecret Committee, which has been laid before this Committee, it 
appears, that it was not fingly the diminifhed ftate of their cafli, which 
gave the direftors any great alarm ; the governor and Mr, Bofanquet 
gather impute this alarm to the progreffively increafing demands for ca(h 
jupon them, particularly in the week preceding the 26th of February, 
and to the reafons they had to apprehend that thefe demands, and the con- 
fequent progreflive redudtion^of cafh, would continue, and even increafe ; 
and they add, that this drain was in great part owing to demands for ca(h 
from the country, fuch demands being made upon the Bank indiredlly from 
the country, but diredly from the bankers of London, who were to fupply 
the country. 

The diredtors of the Bank, under the impreflion which thefe alarms and 
embarralTments had occafioned, appear to have judged it prudent to dimi- 
ni(h their notes in circulation, and the confcquent demands that might 
come upon them, fo as to make the demands more nearly correfpond with 
the ftate of their cafh. It will be feen, in the accounts prefented to the 
Committee, of the amount of bank notes in circulation, at different periods, 
that the average amount of thefe notes in circulation, for feveral years pre- 
vious to the end of the year 1796, may be Hated at between io,«oo,oool. 
and ii,ooo,ocol. hardly ever falling below 9,000,000!. and not often 
exceeding, to any great amount, 1 1 ,ooo,cool. It will appear by one of 
the afore- mentioned accounts, that i/i the latter end of the year 1706, 
and in the beginning of 17979 the amount of the b^k notes in circulation 
was lefs than the average before Hated ; and on the 25th of February laft, 
it was reduced to 8,640,250!. * ^ 

It is true, that in an account piefented to the Committee, of the amount 
of bank notes in circulation in the years- 1782, 1783, and 1784, the 
quantity was then generally even lefs than the fiim lad mentioned ; but 
at that time the foreign commerce of the kingdom was not even one half 
of what it is at prefent, as will be feen in the account of imports and ex- 
ports inferted in thir« report. 

It is. not probable that the redudlion of bank notes to 8,640,2501. ina- 
xnediately previous to the iffuing the order in council of the 26th February, 
was owing to any diminution of the demands for them ; for at that time tn^ 
merchants of London were fubjeft to difficulties, from not being ab.e to 
get their bills difcounted. 

The diredtors of the bank had, on the 31ft December 1795, come to a 
refolution to diminifh their difcounts ; but notwithftanding that rcfolu- 
tion, they did not diminilh the amount of their difcounts in the courfe 
of the year 1 796, compared with what they were in 1795* but had rather 
iacrcaled them, not however to fuch an extent, as to make them corre- 
fpond with the wants of the coounercial world. A couliderable degree of 
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4iftre& confcquently cnfued, which diHrefs ma^ alfo be imputed to ^np- 
ther caufc, in evidence before the Comtpittee, By law, no man is to take 
more than cl. per cent, intereft for money lent or advanced by him ; and 
this reftridlion is underftood to apply to bankers in the bufinefs of dif- 
counting ; fo that in time of war, when a much greater intereft than 
5I. per cent, can be made of money, upon government fecurities, the did 
counts which merchants obtain from bankers and other individuals, arc 
neceffarily much diminilhed, and they are forced, on that account, to re- 
fort diredly to the bank. ' 

Some of the perfoni whom the Committee examined on this part of the 
fubjedt, have exprefled a ftrong opinion of the inconvenience produced by 
the copdud of the bank, in diminifhing their notes in circulation, and in 
reftriding their difcounts. 

One of thefe perfons is of opinion, that an increafed quantity of bank 
notes, proportioned to the increafed occafion for them, muft tend to pre- 
vent a demand for guineas rather than to promote it ; and that if the 
quantity of notes iffued is very conliderably lefs* than the occafions of the 
mercantile world require, a run upon the bank will be the confequencc. 
He is of opinion alfo, that the directors of the bank do not avail themfelves 
of the full extent of their credit ; and that the caution neceffary to be ob- 
ferved by private bankers in the amount of their bills, does not apply to 
the cafe of the bank of England, for feveral reafons which he afligns, A 
great quantity of bank notes, in his opinion, is abfolutely neceffary for 
the circulation of the metropolis ; and that in this refpeft, it is immaterial 
whether thefe tiotes are iffued for advances made to government, or in dif- 
counts to private perfons, except that in the laft cafe, thofe whofe bills 
are difcounted to a greater extent, may fuppofe that mors relief is granted 
to them. He allows, however, that as the bank difcounts, even in time 
of war, at 5!. per cent, there may be a greater difpolition to borrow of 
the bank at 5I. per cent, than it may be prudent always for the bank to 
comply with. 

Another of thofe gentlemen is of opinion,. that the refolution of the 
bank to reftrid^ their difcounts, excited an alaivn and diftruft that led to 
an incrcafe of the drain of their cafh ; that it has contributed alfo to the 
forced fale and depreciation of public fecurities, and to other embarraff* 
ments occafioned by an infuffigient fupply of bank notes and ca(h ; which 
fupply has not kept pace with the deqjand aiifing from the employment 
and circulation of ad\ive capital, particularly for the laft fifteen months: 
and he alfo is of opinion, that it would not fignify materially to ttie pub- 
lic, whether the quantum of Bank notes introduced into circulation, was 
created by difcounting bills for the merchants, or by advances to go- 
vernment. 

The Committee have judged it right to ftate the caufes affigned by 
thefe gentlemen, of the diftrefs that has lately prevailed from the want of 
fufficient means of circulation in commercial tranfaftions : the Committee, 
however, do not mean to decide whether "the bank directors might not 
have folid reafons for their condud: in this refpeft, or to convey any opi- 
nion on this doubtful and delicate queftion ; but conceive it their duty to 
call the attention of the Houfe to a point of fo great importance, and refer 
the Houfe to the arguments ftated more at large in the evidence. 

The Committee have thus gone through the chief points whigh have 
occurred n rheir inquiry refpefting the caufes whi«h produced the order 
in council of the 26th of February laft, as refulting from the evidence 
taken by them, and the accounts laid before them. They fubmit the fame 
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to the confideration of the Houfe; bat as the minutes of their proceedings 
are inferted In the former part of this report, and as the Houfe is thereby 
poffcfled of the evidence on the whole of this fubjed, in great detail, the 
members of it will be enabled to fupply any omifrionsy and to corre^ any 
defers which may be found in this lummary. 

I'he Committee being defirous of confining themfelves to thofe matters 
bn which they have thought proj^er to call evidence, and fenfible of the 
difficulty (even at all times )vOf appreciating the extent and influence of 
alarm, forbear from adverting to the efled^s produced upon the (late of 
pecuniary tranfadions and circulation, by the appreheniions of invafion 
jgenerally prevalent towards the clofe of the laft year, and in the beginning 
of the preicnt, but of which the operation muft doubtlefs have been con- 
fiderable. Nor will they attempt to eftimate how far the intei ruption 
given to the banking operations of many great commercial cities, by the 
troubles and calamities which have agitated Europe, and the entire ruin 
of many commercial houfes and eftablifl'iracnts, may have tended to de- 
range the accuftomed courfe and confidence of general circulation. 

The Committee think it fufiicicnt merely to enumerate confiderations of 
fuch general notoriety, and to fu^mit them, without farther obfervation^ 
to the wifdom of the Houfe, 
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